
S a i n t  A g n e s  

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others.  
We rejoice in the Gospel, the celebraƟon of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments.  

We welcome the opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ. 

Pastoral Contacts 
Pastor: Rev. Andrew M. Switzer 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. T. Mathew Rowgh 
Associate of Youth Faith FormaƟon: Bill Donahue 

Assistant Administrator: Beth Yates 
AccounƟng: Lizzie Lowe 

Associate of Liturgy Ministry: Helen Harris 
Associate of Music Ministry: Elaine Rendler-McQueeney 

Office Secretary: Amy Fresch 
 

Pastoral Council 
Connie Bonner ~ Gerry Fitzgerald ~ Bassell Franks 

Heather Garcia ~ Patrick Green ~ Colin Hayden 
Cate Hershey ~ Blanche Landry 

Brendan Jarrell ~ Vanessa SanƟago 
 

Finance Council 
Steve Bledsoe ~ Carmela Cesare 

Mike Drewes ~ Mike Keefe 
Sue Kemnitzer ~ Arnold Thomas  

St. Agnes Church 
200 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown 

 

St. Agnes Parish Office 
106 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown 

P.O. Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443 
Telephone: 304-876-6436 

Email: Office@StAgnesShepherdstown.org 
www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org 

 

St. Agnes Chapel 
204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown 

 

Sunday Readings 

August 24, 2025 Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 66:18-21 
Psalm 117:1, 2 

Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13 
Luke 13:22-30 



Weekly Schedule 
Weekend Mass 

Saturday, 5:30pm 
Sunday, 8am and 10:30am 

 

Scripture & Communion 
Monday and Wednesday, 11am 

 

ReconciliaƟon: Saturday, 4:30pm 
 

Parish Office: Monday thru Friday 9am-4pm 
 

Cash Card Sales: During parish office hours (call first) 

The Week at a Glance... 

Mon 
Aug 25  Scripture Sharing Zoom 12noon 
Tues 

Aug 26  Board Games Group 3:30pm 

Wed 
Aug 27 

 Youth Feeding the Hungry Food Delivery 
5pm 

Sun 
Aug 24 

 Youth Feeding the Hungry Food Prep 
11:30am 

Mon 
Sept 1 

 Labor Day 
 Parish Office Closed 

Remember in Prayer 
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our  
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill, especially 
Rosemary Falck, Denis Woods & Eileen Dooley, Dennis 
Wark, Shayla Brown (daughter of Helen & Leonard 
Harris), Max Derr, Daphne Clark (friend of the Piccolomi-
ni family), Joe, and Ron Mancini (son-in-law of Bob and 
Martha Rizzo). Names are placed in the bulleƟn for one 
month then moved onto the 2nd Friday prayer list and 
are remembered in prayer each month. 

The Laudato Si' IniƟaƟve Group here at St Agnes will 
sponsor a St Francis of Assisi fesƟval day on October 4, 
2025. The theme of the fesƟval is Caring For Our 
Common Home, and will feature demonstraƟons on how 
we can do this. There will truly be something for 
everyone, and all are welcome! 
 

Please consider sharing your wisdom, knowledge and 
skills with the community through demonstraƟons, 
hands on teaching, talks, and mentoring. We really need 
some help staffing our Repair Café. We would like to 
offer assistance to folks with all kinds of repairs ranging 
from appliances/electronics to furniture to clothing and 
beyond. Keeping things out of the landfill certainly is 
Caring for Our Common Home. Please share your skills 
with us! For more informaƟon or to offer your assistance 
and ideas, please call or email the office. 

St Francis of Assisi FesƟval Day 

Community Organ Recital  
Trinity Episcopal Church invites us all to join them for a 
Community Organ Recital, featuring their own James 
Newsome on the church’s historic George Stevens 
Tracker Organ. Musical selecƟons include baroque 
masterpieces of J.S. Bach and Dieterich Buxtehude to 
recently rediscovered works by black American composer 
Florence Price. Sunday, August 24 at 2pm in the main 
sanctuary and the cost is free.  

In recent months, our hearts have been deeply moved by 
the suffering of so many in the Holy Land, parƟcularly in 
Gaza, where ongoing conflict has led to devastaƟng 
humanitarian consequences. 
 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston has approved a 
special collecƟon for Gaza Relief to be held the week-
end of September 6-7, 2025. The money collected will be 
sent to The Catholic Near East Welfare AssociaƟon, a 
papal agency for humanitarian and pastoral support, and 
Catholic Relief Services. 
 

Checks are to be made payable to St Agnes and on the 
memo line indicate Gaza Relief CollecƟon. St Agnes will 
then send one check for all contribuƟons for this 
collecƟon to the Diocese. 

Special CollecƟon—Gaza Relief 

Each week, members of the St. Agnes “MaƩhew 25 
Crew” gather and deliver the food donaƟons leŌ in the 
narthex or Parish Center. The crew will whisk them away 
on Tuesday mornings and take them to Jefferson County 
Community Ministries and Shepherdstown Shares to 
feed those in need. PlasƟc or paper grocery store bags or 
the blue bags distributed by the Knights of Columbus all 
work nicely. Thank you for heeding our Lord’s instruc-
Ɵons and for your commitment to this vital ministry. 

MaƩhew 25 Crew 



  Dear Parishioners, 
 

 Last week’s reflection bears repeating. Please 
read this once more. The issue of doctrine versus 
indoctrination is so important.  
 

 We might be getting a glimpse into Pope Leo 
XIV’s papacy with one of the newest developments. 
The Pope has decided to make Saint John Henry 
Newman a Doctor of the Church. This perhaps more 
solidifies the Second Vatican Council and its develop-
ment. Theologians often call Vatican II “Newman’s 
Council” because, long before the council, Newman 
felt it was necessary to not only develop doctrine but 
also to develop conscience which would be a key 
teaching at the council. Saint John Henry Newman 
did not have an easy journey. He had decided to move 
from the Anglican to the Roman Church and often 
was misunderstood from both sides. To put it lightly, 
John Henry Newman and Pius IX did not always have 
an easy relationship. Newman thought, as a theologi-
an, that with respect to papal infallibility it was an 
inopportune time for the development. Leo XIII came 
along and had a great appreciation for John Henry 
Newman and, in his later years of life, made him a 
cardinal. This may be part of the reason Leo XIV chose 
that name, because of John Henry Newman and his 
development of doctrine and Newman’s extensive 
writing on Saint Augustine. There are a few writings 
from Leo XIV on doctrine. Leo believes that the 
church’s social doctrine should facilitate dialogue 
between science and conscience. The goal is to 
promote hope and peace as well human fraternity. 
When it comes to doctrine, more important than the 
problem or the solution is the way we approach them. 
Doctrine should be anthropological. Doctrine does 
not have a monopoly on the truth in its analysis of a 
problem or its proposal of concrete solutions. 
Doctrine has a positive meaning; it is a synonym for 
science which has hypothesis, discussion, progress, and 
setbacks. Doctrine is a common multidisciplinary 
pursuit of truth. Indoctrination is immoral because it 
stifles critical judgement and undermines sacred 
freedom of conscience. Indoctrination resists new 
notions and rejects movement, change, or evolution 
in facing new problems. Doctrine teaches how to 
approach people with charity and make prudent 
judgements. These statements, if applied, give our 
church great hope even as we develop doctrine.  
 

Check out this link to see what Pope Leo XIV says 
about doctrine: https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-
xiv/en/speeches/2025/may/documents/20250517-
centesimus-annus-pro-pontifice.html 

Fr Andy 

The Knights will be collecƟng donaƟons unƟl the end of 
August, then the kits will be assembled on Saturday, 
September 6th at 1pm. We hope to see you there! 

 

St. Agnes KoC Council #13887 will conƟnue to collect 
toiletries and donaƟons for Migrant Workers' Hygiene 
Kits through August 31. The need for support in this area 
conƟnues, even in these turbulent Ɵmes.  
     We appreciate any of the following items: Shampoo 
(combined with condiƟoner), hair combs, disposable 
razors (the cheapest ones are best), shaving soap, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, bar soap, deodorant, wash 
cloths, and bath towels (the ones at WalMart for about 
$3 are excellent). Bandanas, baseball caps, and decks of 
playing cards are appreciated by the workers. Frisbees 
and soccer balls are also appreciated and are passed out 
by visiƟng nurses on a case by case basis.  
      Extras like BenGay or Aspirin, etc., are not part of the 
basic kits, but such items are sƟll welcome and will be 
delivered to the Special PopulaƟons Nurses at Shenando-
ah Community Health, who will make use of them. Travel 
sizes of toiletries do not fit our program's needs. Those 
donated in the past have all gone to the women's 
shelter, where they were gratefully received. 
      Women's products are very welcome and will be 
distributed separately by the Nurses who service this 
migrant community. 
      Boxes for donaƟons can be found in the Narthex and 
the Parish Center. Monetary donaƟons can be placed in 
the offering basket or sent to the Parish Office. Please 
indicate Workers' Hygiene Kits on checks to St. Agnes 
Council #13887, KoC.  

Migrant Worker Hygiene Kits 
Kit Assembly Sept 6th 

A parishioner is in need of rides from the Scrabble Road 
area of Shepherdstown to Charles Town 2-3 Ɵmes each 
week. The driver would need to use their own car and 
would be remunerated for their Ɵme and mileage. Please 
reach out to Ann at 202-255-7492 for addiƟonal infor-
maƟon.  

Driver Needed  

Have you ever thought about becoming a liturgical 
minister? Right now, during Ordinary Time, is an excellent 
Ɵme to test out a new ministry. Things are simply quieter 
in the summer. Please consider tesƟng the waters! Our 
ministries include Hospitality, Extraordinary Minister of 
Holy Communion (Bread & Cup), Lector, and Altar Server. 
If you have any quesƟons, please reach out to Helen 
Harris at liturgy@stagnesshepherdstown.org or stop any 
of our Mass Coordinators or Liturgical Ministers before or 
aŌer Mass. They would be happy to fill you in and start 
you on the path to receive training. Please take Ɵme and 
prayerfully consider volunteering; WE NEED YOU.  

Sharing Our GiŌs 



Many people avoid okra because of the look and feel of 
its slimy texture. This aspect of this wonderful vegetable 
can be recƟfied by using a vinegar and hot water soak—
the okra is cut into 2" rounds, completely covered with 
warm water and vinegar (lots of vinegar), for no more 
than 30 minutes. It is then removed from the vinegar 
bath, rinsed, dried, and now is ready to use in your 
favorite recipe. 
 

Another way to deslime okra is to cook it at very high 
temperatures, as in roasƟng or baking it. Nothing rids 
okra of all of its mucilage but these two methods are 
effecƟve in removing most of it. Here’s a roasted okra 
recipe we bet you will love! No need for a vinegar bath! 
 

Ingredients 
2 tablespoons olive oil 
3/4 teaspoon kosher salt 
1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper (opƟonal) 
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder 
1/4 teaspoon smoked paprika 
1 pound small to medium okra 
 

InstrucƟons 
Preheat oven to 450°F. 
Place the olive oil and spices in a large bowl and whisk 
unƟl the salt is dissolved. 
Rinse the okra and pat dry. Trim the ends and halve 
lengthwise, adding to the bowl as you go. Toss unƟl okra 
is evenly coated. Transfer to a rimmed baking sheet and 
arrange in a single layer, cut-side down. 
Roast unƟl the boƩoms are browned and the edges are 
lightly crisped, about 15 minutes. 
 

Enjoy!  

 

Garden GiŌs 

CongratulaƟons to David Hippchen, Blanche Landry, and 
Sylvia Trevathan, recipients of our St Agnes Scholarships 
for 2025! We will keep them in our prayers, and we wish 
them all the best as they embark on the next step in their 
educaƟonal journeys. 

St Agnes Scholarship Awards 

Although the 
Summer has 
been hot, we 
have been 
working on our 
cemetery 
improvements. 
In July, with 
funds we 
received from 
the Eastern 
West Virginia Cemetery FoundaƟon, we purchased a 
new concrete bench. In our applicaƟon for the grant this 
was one of the improvements we outlined we wanted to 
do. As far as we know this is the first Ɵme anything has 
been placed in the cemetery allowing people to sit, pray, 
and reflect with our ancestors. It is located in the shade 
at the top of the hill, near the East side entrance, 
adjacent to Rose Hill cemetery. From this lovely spot you 
have a nice view of our cemetery and also of Rose 
Hill. Many thanks to fellow parishioners Leo and Julius 
Bonner who helped us set it into place. Saint Agnes 
Cemetery commiƩee: John Griffith, Theresa & Lyle Rush. 

Old St Agnes Cemetery Cash Cards Update  
Cash card sales will be back at the church the first 
weekend of September and will conƟnue on the first 
weekend of each month unƟl we have enough volun-
teers to make more frequent sales feasible. Cash cards 
are always available in the office during regular business 
hours as well!  

There are more ways to support St Agnes through the 
RaiseRight cash card program, and we will be sharing 
details soon! We can provide you with a list of available 
merchants, or check out the RaiseRight website at 
hƩps://www.raiseright.com/. 
 

We need more volunteers to assist with cash card sales 
in order to offer sales at church more oŌen! Please call or 
email the office to volunteer or for more informaƟon!  

EXCERPTS FROM BISHOP MARK BRENNAN'S JULY 31, 
2025 PASTORAL LETTER ON THE IMMIGRATION CRISIS 

 

"We are a naƟon built on the backs of men and women 
who came from other countries, whether freely or in 
chains. Now we see our government adopƟng harsh 
measures to deport as many immigrants as possible, 
oŌen without disƟnguishing between true criminals and 
law-abiding persons. A government that says it wants to 
help families is willing to separate immigrant parents 
from their children. A government that oversees an 
economy wants to expel millions upon whom that 
economy depends. 
 

"Some of you have told me that you were happy to 
support a presidenƟal candidate who would install order 
at the southern border...but you didn't expect this 
wholesale assault on a majority of immigrants, who work 
hard, are raising their families and live peacefully in our 
communiƟes. 
 

"Our Church looks at the person, not his or her legal 
status, and, following Christ's teaching and example, 
reaches out to help the immigrant... This Catholic diocese 
will conƟnue to advocate for and assist our immigrant 
brothers and sisters in our parishes and through Catholic 
ChariƟes." 
 

Bishop Brennan concludes his leƩer: "I urge you to affirm 
the humanity of all immigrants, regardless of legal status. 
Our government's own inacƟon is the main reason why 
many oppressed and struggling people feel obliged to 
enter our country without legal documents. Now our 
government is overreacƟng to force them out. We 
Catholics must welcome the stranger and feed and clothe 
him, 'for whatsoever you did for the least of these 
brothers of mine, you did for me' (MaƩhew 25:40)." 

 

Racial JusƟce IniƟaƟve 



What could be beƩer than free?! Anna Sokel, one of our 
parishioners, is offering the well-loved, sturdy wooden 
swing set with slide, shown above, for free to a good 
home! This swing set sƟll has lots of life leŌ. Please 
contact Anna at 304-261-8415 for more informaƟon or 
to call dibs on this excellent find! 

Swing Set Free to a Good Home 

BulleƟn Ads 
BulleƟn Ads are a major fundraiser here at St Agnes with 
the potenƟal to bring in $10,000. As helpful as that is to 
the church, our ads most definitely benefit the business-
es that place an ad. Our ads are widely viewed by our 
parishioners and the larger community, so they are truly 
an effecƟve way to bring aƩenƟon to businesses at 
bargain prices. Our new ad year has begun. As you can 
see, we have lots more room for ads! We really want to 
fill up our ad pages. For $125, a business gets a 1x1.5 inch 
space for an enƟre year (July 1, 2026-June 30, 2027). 
There are also larger opƟons to choose from. In addiƟon 
to the ads appearing weekly in our bulleƟn, they are also 
displayed on our website. Please encourage your favorite 
businesses to adverƟse with us. We are happy to help 
with ad design. Please call or email the office (304) 876-
6436 or office@stagnesshepherdstown.org 

Our Scripture Sharing group conƟnues to meet via Zoom 
(link is on the website events calendar) on Mondays at 
12noon (except major holidays). All are welcome! 

Scripture Sharing Zoom 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) is a Catholic 
organizaƟon dedicated to serving the poor that was 
founded by Blessed Frédéric Ozanam in 1833 in Paris, 
France. Work is focused on a person-to-person ministry, 
which includes going in pairs to the homes of those in 
need to beƩer understand their circumstances. Our St. 
Agnes Conference primarily serves people in Jefferson 
County, WV. Please let us know if you would consider 
joining SVdP, and/or supporƟng us financially with a 
donaƟon (contact: SVdP@stagnesshepherdstown.org).  

A giŌ through your IRA is a great way to support St Agnes. Here is some informaƟon on how you can maximize your 
giving in 2025:  
 

IRA Qualified Charitable DistribuƟon (QCD)  
 Donors age 70½ or older may make a giŌ of any amount, up to $105,000 per individual ($210,000 for couples 

with individual IRA accounts), from your IRA without paying income tax on the donated amount. 
 For donors who have a Required Minimum DistribuƟon (RMD), making a giŌ directly from your IRA to St. Agnes 

can be counted toward saƟsfying your RMD for the year, as long as certain rules are met. 
 In addiƟon to the benefits of giving to charity, a QCD excludes the amount donated from taxable income, which is 

unlike regular withdrawals from an IRA. Keeping your taxable income lower may reduce the impact to certain tax 
credits and deducƟons, including Social Security and Medicare. 

 QCDs don't require that you itemize, which due to the recent tax law changes, means you may decide to take 
advantage of the higher standard deducƟon, but sƟll use a QCD for charitable giving. 

 Funds should be transferred directly from the donor’s financial insƟtuƟon to St. Agnes.  
 

Thank you for supporƟng St Agnes!  
 

This informaƟon is not intended as legal, accounƟng, or financial advice. Please consult with your tax, legal, and 
financial advisors to determine whether this or other giŌ plans are applicable to your tax and financial needs.  

IRA Charitable GiŌs 

Two Sundays ago, (19th Sunday of the Year), the 8:30 and 
10:30 Masses were treated to a homily that ended with 
the lyrics of “The Impossible Dream” from the musical 
play, Man of La Mancha. The lyrics were inspired by the 
ancient Spanish Catholic storyteller, Cervantes, from his 
famous work, Don Quixote. 
 

HomileƟcs and music have been part of ChrisƟan worship 
since its beginning. The precedent for what happened at 
St. Agnes on that Sunday is rooted within the Black 
ChrisƟan tradiƟon where the sermon incorporates music 
either by a singing preacher and/or a musician/choir 
working together. Music’s purpose in the sermon is very 
different than the liturgical song of the assembly. Its 
purpose is to move the homily forward and sƟr the hearts 
of the assembly.* 
 

The message, wrapped in a memorable melody, recalls 
for us the moment, the inspiraƟon, the liturgy, the 
message… and encourages our “impossible dream.” 
 

*St. Peter Claver Catholic Church in New Orleans recently 
used Tina Turner’s “What’s Love Got to Do With It?” to 
move the pastor’s message forward (The congregaƟon 
joined in!) Amen!                     
 

“Oh, the Ɵmes, they are a-changin’”….  Bob Dylan 

Music Notes 









FOOD: Spagheƫ sauce/pasta, ramen, crackers, canned 
meat (Chicken, spam, ham, tuna), canned veg (not green 
beans/corn), hearty soups, canned pastas (ravioli, 
Spagheƫ-o’s, etc.), canned chili, canned fruit, cereal, 
mashed potatoes, jelly/jam, peanut buƩer, sugar  
 

HOUSEHOLD & HYGIENE ITEMS: Laundry detergent, dish 
soap, shampoo, condiƟoner, toothpaste, deodorant, copy 
paper, paper towels, toilet paper, feminine hygiene items 

 

JCCM Food Pantry Needs 

 

Shepherdstown Shares Needs 
FOOD: Regular ground coffee, regular tea bags, brown 
rice, pasta sauces, ramen noodles (not the cups of soup), 
small applesauce cups (unsweetened), snacks, crackers 
(i.e. Ritz or salƟnes), milk (½gal or full—whole or 2%), 
diabeƟc-friendly Items (candy, pudding, Jell-o, ap-
plesauce), canned fruit, canned soup 
 

HOUSEHOLD & HYGIENE ITEMS: Snack and sandwich-size 
Ziploc bags, sturdy paper bags (especially with handles), 
cat food—huge need, toilet paper, baby wipes, cat liƩer 
 

Shepherdstown Shares is able to order high quality, 
inexpensive cat liƩer through a special program. If you 
would like to donate specifically towards this, checks 
should be made payable to Shepherdstown Shares with 
“cat liƩer” in the memo line and mailed to them (PO Box 
1780, Shepherdstown, WV 25443) or dropped off at the 
pantry (Trinity Chapel, 200 W German St).  

2nd Friday Prayer Group 
A list has begun for the 2nd Friday in August. If you have 
names to add or if you would like to join the group, 
contact Judy Lilga: 301-432-2276 or jslilga8@gmail.com. 

 

Homebound Ministry Volunteering 
Our Homebound Ministry is always looking for new 
volunteers. Volunteers help out with rides to appoint-
ments with doctors and therapies, prescripƟon pick up, 
and grocery shopping. Occasionally, there might be a 
need for caregiver breaks and a volunteer would just 
simply sit with an individual. Please contact Judy Lilga 
jslilga8@gmail.com or 301-432-2276 for more infor-
maƟon or to volunteer!  

 

HaiƟ Coffee For Sale 
Our SJP commiƩee is offering HaiƟ coffee for sale. The 
beans are purchased through the fair trade organizaƟon 
Just HaiƟ and roasted locally at the Black Dog. Ground or 
whole beans are $10 per bag in the Parish Center ($3 of 
each bag is tax-deducƟble!). 

CHANGE IN VIRTUS 
 

Volunteering: The church is always looking for 
volunteers. It is our way to demonstrate faith in acƟon! 
 

As of July 1, 2025, VIRTUS requirements have 
changed. This was brought about as a result of 
feedback from parishes and research about what is 
required in other dioceses. VIRTUS will sƟll be required 
for all volunteers who have direct contact or prolonged 
contact with minors. The diocese is sƟll working on the 
list of what volunteer roles will be required to maintain 
VIRTUS requirements, some are obvious. 
 

All volunteers who have direct contact or prolonged 
contact with minors are required to be VIRTUS trained 
as required by the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston. 
Forms are located in the church narthex and the parish 
center on how to complete this process.  
 

All parents are encouraged to be VIRTUS trained. If you 
have been trained in the past, you must be have the 
latest training Version 4.0. 
 

The diocese is currently making decisions which 
ministries will be required to complete VIRTUS. 
In addiƟon, volunteers that work directly or have 
prolonged contact with minors will be required to 
update their VIRTUS every three years. Background 
checks need to be renewed every three years. 

 
If you have quesƟons please contact the office:  

office@stagnesshepherdstown.org 

Stay Informed—Sign Up Today! 
If you are not already signed up for our email blasts, you 
can sign up on the website at hƩps://
stagnesshepherdstown.org/join-our-mailing-list/. 

All too frequently we hear from parishioners who have 
received emails or texts from someone posing as Fr 
Andy, Fr Mat, or even another parishioner. No one, not 
Fr Andy, Fr Mat, nor St. Agnes staff, will ever write to you 
personally asking for 'favors' or to request for you to 
make a purchase or send money.  
 

Always look closely at the sender’s email address. 
Emails from St. Agnes always come from emails ending 
with @StAgnesShepherdstown.org. Emails from Fr. Andy 
will be from aswitzer@dwc.org ONLY. These scammers 
are very craŌy and oŌen make some very slight 
variaƟon on the actual email address, so you have to 
look very carefully. 
 

If you receive such an email, simply delete it. Be aware 
that email scams, phishing, and more, are part of our 
digital world. To protect yourself, it's important that you 
learn how to recognize these scams.  
 

For more informaƟon on how to improve your virtual 
safety, check out hƩps://us.norton.com/blog/how-to/
how-to-protect-against-phishing  

Email and TexƟng Scams Alert 



The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe 
Environment in accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the 
ProtecƟon of Children and Young People. To Report Suspected 
Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston encourages reporƟng to civil authoriƟes first and 
foremost if a crime has been commiƩed. We also encourage 
uƟlizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about 
any bishop in the U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bish-
op has engaged in sexual misconduct, please contact civil au-
thoriƟes in the applicable jurisdicƟon and visit 
www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil AuthoriƟes: 
Contact your local law enforcement; numbers will vary based 
on your locaƟon. If you believe someone is in immediate dan-
ger, call 911. To confidenƟally report any incidence of suspect-
ed child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse, contact the 
West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child ProtecƟve 
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To 
Report to Diocesan AuthoriƟes: In addiƟon to civil authoriƟes, 
the diocese encourages reporƟng to the appropriate church 
authoriƟes. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse of chil-
dren by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the 
Diocese, contact one of the following designees at 
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; 
Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., 
V.E., ext. 270. You may also call the Diocese’s Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. In addiƟon to the methods listed 
above for reporƟng sexual abuse, the Diocese also has part-
nered with Navex Global to offer the EthicsPoint plaƞorm to 
report other, addiƟonal concerns, such as suspected financial, 
professional, and personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, 
religious, or lay employee of the Diocese or any Catholic parish 
or school in West Virginia. The EthicsPoint plaƞorm can be 
accessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then 
“Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is 
a third-party reporƟng system that reports to civil authoriƟes 
where applicable and Diocesan authoriƟes, and the idenƟty of 
the person reporƟng is protected. 

SupporƟng our St. Agnes community is easy! 
Just go to the “Giving” buƩon at the top of our website 
homepage or use the QR code at the right to make a one-
Ɵme or recurring giŌ. Any amount is a valued contribuƟon 
towards our ministry. Thank you! 

OCIA (formerly RCIA) is for those interested in learning 
about the Catholic faith to discern if they might want to 
be professed members. The goal is to see where the 
process takes you. Melanie Turner is leading our OCIA 
process. If interested in learning more or joining the 
group, please call the office. All are welcome! 

 
 

Order of ChrisƟan IniƟaƟon of Adults 

St Agnes on Social Media 
Can’t make it to Mass or events? Homilies, events, and 
other videos/recordings are being posted on our 
YouTube and on Google Drive (links on the website). 
Also, check out our Facebook and Instagram. 

  Parish Financial Activity   

  Collections - Last Week    

  Offertory Collections  $5,342   

  Monthly Mortgage Assistance  $550   

  Total (Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)  $5,892   

  Weekly Target (Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)  $13,500   

  Total Collection Compared to Target  
-$7,608   

      

  Tithe to help those in need   $534   

  (St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)   
    

As the Church conƟnues to minister to all survivors of 
abuse, the Archdiocese of Washington is offering retreats 
for survivors. The archdiocese will offer a women’s 
retreat on Sept 19-21, 2025 and April 25—26, 2026.  In 
partnership with the Archdiocese of Atlanta, a men’s 
retreat will be held June 12-14, 2026. This retreat is an 
occasion for survivors to reflect on God’s plan for their 
lives and for healing through prayer and the sacraments. 
For more informaƟon go to hƩps://adw.org/the-way-
retreat/. To register, email mcdonaldd@adw.org.  

DC Retreat for Abuse Survivors 

Join the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston on Saturday, 
September 6 at 7pm in the Cathedral of St Joseph’s in 
Wheeling, WV as they celebrate with a showing of Carlo 
AcuƟs: Roadmap to Reality with pizza, popcorn, and 
drinks. On Sunday, September 7 at 10:30am there will 
be a Mass of Thanksgiving with a recepƟon to follow. 
 

For more details about the weekend or to RSVP, visit 
dwc.org. 

DWC CelebraƟng  
CanonizaƟon of Saint Carlo AcuƟs 

Maintaining St Agnes  
As always, our dedicated maintenance volunteers have 
been lending their skills to keep St Agnes up and running 
and in good order. Thanks to them being incredibly 
generous with their Ɵme, St Agnes saves a great deal of 
money on maintenance work! We are so grateful to 
them. Here are some of the highlights of their recent 
efforts: replaced several damaged ceiling Ɵles with 
custom cut new ones; diagnosed why nearly-new 
donated snowblower won’t start;  researched sound 
system to determine requirements if failures encoun-
tered; began research for possible future roof replace-
ment costs, if necessary; began research to determine 
future HVAC replacement costs, if necessary; helped 
diagnose need for water heater repair in Parish Center, 
helped set up electrical power for Car Show; updated 
the hymn boards weekly at the Church; and maintained 
proper water level in the bapƟsmal font at the Church. 

You’re invited to the Charity in AcƟon Awards Luncheon 
on Wednesday, Oct 22. The lunch will be held at the 
Hilton Garden Inn in MarƟnsburg. Doors open at 
11:30am, program begins at 12pm. Tickets: hƩps://
www.ccwva.org/event/cia-marƟnsburg-2025/ 

You’re Invited! 



     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

Catholic in Recovery provides healing from 
addicƟons, compulsions, and unhealthy 
aƩachments. Join us Thursdays at 7pm at 
Priest Field Pastoral Center. For more 
informaƟon visit: 
www.catholicinrecovery.com or contact John 
G. (304) 725-1435 guiney@stjameswv.org 

Men’s Catholic in Recovery  

 

Women’s Discernment Retreat 
If you are single, between 18-30 years old, and live in 
WV, you are invited to a weekend of discernment. Mis-
sionary Sisters Servants of the Word (HMSP) are hosƟng 
a retreat August 29-30 at the scenic Priesƞield Pastoral 
Center in Kearneysville, WV.  
Space will be limited. RegistraƟon required. The retreat is 
free! To sign up email: westvirginiamission@hmsp.org 
For more informaƟon about the Missionary Sisters Serv-
ants of the Word (HMSP) go to: hƩps://hmsp.org 
Take this Ɵme for you. Discern your vocaƟon. 

SJS is seeking to fill these posiƟons: 
 SubsƟtute Evening Custodian 
To send in a resume, contact Principal Maria Byrd at 
mbyrd@sjswv.org. View the job lisƟng on Indeed or 
contact the Saint Joseph’s Parish Office. 

 

Open PosiƟons at Saint Joseph’s School 

Stay Up to Date! Mary’s Refuge 
Mary’s Refuge invites you to stay up-to-date with 
their bulleƟn. Scan this QR code or visit hƩps://
marysrefuge.com/baby-bulleƟn/. 

For any parishioners with needs for assistance 
in things such as geƫng groceries, rides to 
doctors/pharmacies, etc., our HOMEBOUND 
MINISTRY is willing to help. Please contact 
Judy Lilga (301-432-2276) for more infor-
maƟon.. 

Homebound Ministry 

We have a children's library in the Narthex. 
Check it out! 

Children’s Library 

Day of ReflecƟon:  
For Those in the Second Half of Life 

“Join us for a day of meaningful presentaƟons, prayer, 
reflecƟon, and discussion centering around issues 
relevant to both men and women.”  
 

RSVP: hƩps://dwc.org/day-of-reflecƟon/  
 

Join us from 9:30am—4pm on: Wednesday, Sept 10 at St 
John XXIII Pastoral Center in Charleston on Thursday, 
Sept 25 at St Joseph Retreat Center, Wheeling. 

Weis grocery stores are sponsoring local schools based 
on your shopping. Each Ɵme you shop at Weis Markets 
using your Weis Rewards Card, you'll earn points for your 
school. Weis Markets will evaluate each program period 
based on total eligible purchases and automaƟcally credit 
your school with cash earned. See if your favorite school 
is on the list and sign up with your Weis rewards card for 
this school year: hƩps://weis4school.com/ 

Weis4School Rewards Program 

Did you know that qualifying WV seniors 60+  
can receive up to $30 for fruit and veggies?  

The Senior Farmers Market NutriƟon Program (SFMNP) 
vouchers are back! Vouchers worth $30 became available 
in all 55 counƟes at their county senior centers. Call your 
center to find when those vouchers will be available! For 
more info: hƩps://agriculture.wv.gov/senior-farmers-
market-nutriƟon-program-vouchers-now-available-in-
west-virginia/ 

 

Senior Farmers Market Vouchers 

We are sƟll in need of blankets, comforters, sleeping bags 
and men’s Ɵes—Full/King/Queen-size, clean, and in good
-condiƟon—can be dropped off at the parish center. 
ArƟcles that we cannot use to make a sleeping bag: down 
comforters, wool blankets, maƩress covers, pillows and 
pillow cases, curtains or drapes, or towels. We do use 
sheets, however we have a lot of them and don't need 
them at this Ɵme. Email barbaramueller596@gmail.com. 

Ugly Sleeping Bag Ministry 



     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     


