
S a i n t  A g n e s  

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others.  

We rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments.  

We welcome the opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ. 

Pastoral Contacts 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew M. Switzer 
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. T. Mathew Rowgh 

Assistant Administrator: Beth Yates 
Accounting: Lizzie Lowe 

Associate of Liturgy Ministry: Helen Harris 
Associate of Music Ministry: Elaine Rendler-McQueeney 

Office Secretary: Amy Fresch 
 

Pastoral Council 

Connie Bonner ~ Gerry Fitzgerald ~ Bassell Franks 
Heather Garcia ~ Dana Getka ~ Patrick Green 

Colin Hayden ~ Cate Hershey ~ Blanche Landry 
Brendan Jarrell ~ Vanessa Santiago 

 

Finance Council 

Steve Bledsoe ~ Carmela Cesare 
Mike Drewes ~ Mike Keefe 

Sue Kemnitzer ~ Arnold Thomas  

St. Agnes Church 

200 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown 

 

St. Agnes Parish Office 

106 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown 

P.O. Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443 

Telephone: 304-876-6436 

Email: Office@StAgnesShepherdstown.org 

www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org 

 

St. Agnes Chapel 

204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown 

 

Sunday Readings 

January 11, 2026 The Baptism of the Lord 

Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 

Psalm 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 (11b) 

Acts of the Apostles 10:34-38 

Matthew 3:13-17 

http://www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org


Weekly Schedule 
Weekend Mass 

Saturday, 5:30pm 
Sunday, 8am and 10:30am 

 

Weekday Mass 
Wednesday, 11am 

 

Reconciliation: Saturday, 4:30pm 
 

Parish Office: Monday through Friday, 9am - 4pm 
 

Cash Card Sales: During parish office hours (call first) 

The Week at a Glance... 
Sat 

Jan 10 

 SJP Weekend 

 Health Screenings after all Masses 

Sun 

Jan 11 

 CFF, AFF, Youth Group 9:15am 

 OCIA 12noon 

Mon 

Jan 12 

 Scripture Sharing Zoom 12noon 

 SVdP Meeting 7pm 

Tues 

Jan 13 
 KoC Business Meeting 7pm 

Fri 

Jan 16 
 Book Discussion Group 11am 

Sun 

Jan 18 

 No CFF, Youth Group, CSS (MLK Holiday) 

 OCIA 12noon 

Remember in Prayer 
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our  
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill, especially Paula 
Marrone-Reese, Jacky Stocking, Leonard Harris, Gene Falck, 
Sheila Hennessy, Nell Thompson, and Ron Mancini (son-in-
law of Bob and Martha Rizzo). Names are placed in the 
bulletin for one month then moved onto the 2nd Friday 
prayer list and are remembered in prayer each month. 

Prayer Sponsors Needed  
We are looking for prayer sponsors for our children 
preparing for First Reconciliation and First Eucharist.  
 

A prayer sponsor is someone who would like to show 
support and offer prayer for a child preparing to receive 
their First Reconciliation and First Eucharist.  
 

You will be assigned a child, and you faithfully pray for 
them every day. A prayer sponsor may send a card to them 
anonymously and let them know they are being prayed for, 
but the giving of gifts is not necessary (but sometimes 
occurs at First Eucharist). We want this to be about the gift 
of prayer, not material gifts. We ask that if you sent a card 
to sign it "your prayer sponsor." It is nice to stay anony-
mous until the First Eucharist luncheon on May 2nd. We 
ask, if you can, please come to the first Eucharist Mass on 
Sunday, May 3rd, at 10:30am to support your First 
Communicant. If interested in being a sponsor, please 
email formation@stagnesshepherdstown.org or 
office@stagneshepherdstown.org or call the parish office  
to receive the name of one of our children that still needs 
a prayer sponsor. Thank you for praying for our youth 
during this time of formation.   

Our First Reconciliation and First Eucharist Children: 

Matteo Garcia 
Juliet Golden 
Amelia Kursey 

Finn Kwiatkowski 
Constantine (CT) Laverick 

James Schlanger 
Aaliyah Snyder 

Monroe (Mo) Snyder 
Catherine Walters 

Lily Williams 
Luca Williams 

(italicized names are taken) 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, 5:30pm for 
 Jerry Blair 

 
Sunday, 8am for  

 Ernie Knipe 
 

Sunday, 10:30am for 
Larry Merhaut 

 
 

May Jerry, Ernie, and Larry share in  
the fullness of God’s mercy and peace. 

Service, Justice, and Peace Weekend 
This weekend is the Service, Justice, and Peace Weekend. 
We will collect donations and be selling delicious Haiti 
coffee. The Knights will be handing out blue bags to be 
filled with non-perishables for Shepherdstown Shares and 
JCCM. The Parish Nurse will also be available to check 
blood sugar and blood pressure. 

2nd Friday Prayer Group 
A list has begun for the 2nd Friday in February. If you have 
names to add or if you would like to join the group, 
contact Judy Lilga: 301-432-2276 or jslilga8@gmail.com. 

We want to thank all parishioners of St Agnes Catholic 
Church and Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church for 
donating all the supplies that go into making sleeping 
bags. This year, we have made 30 sleeping bags, and have 
been given 25 donated used and new sleeping bags. 
Some of those sleeping bags needed repair, and that we 
can do! We were able to send a total of 55 sleeping bags 
to Immanuel’s House in Berkeley County, an agency that 
serves the homeless. 
 

We are always in need of donations of blankets, sheets, 
comforters (any size), men’s ties, and used or new 
sleeping bags. All items should be clean and in good 
condition. 
 

If you would like to join our ministry, email Barbara 
Mueller at barbaramueller596@gmail.com. We meet in 
the Parish center on the fourth Friday of every month at 
9:30am.                                                   ~ The Sewing Ladies~ 

Ugly Sleeping Bag Ministry 

mailto:formation@stagnesshepherdstown.org?subject=Prayer%20Sponsor
mailto:office@stagneshepherdstown.org?subject=Prayer%20Sponsor
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  Dear Parishioners, 

 

 This past week Father Arul was visiting St 
Agnes, and I was explaining to him how at St Agnes 
the people put the gifts on the altar. I was delighted to 
have Father Arul affirm this and further state how 
important that is because it is the people of God’s 
offering. I have found myself moved and emotional 
during the Eucharistic prayer, and I was encouraged to 
get in touch with what this means. I go back to my 
experience in El Salvador and the liturgical movements 
that we do Sunday after Sunday. I will never forget 
Bishop Avelio emphasizing the importance of pro-
cessing in Mass at the Chapel of Divine Providence 
where Romero was assassinated. I realized at that time 
we were taking the last steps of St Oscar Romero. This 
may be dramatic, but this, in a real way, is what we do 
each Sunday; we cross a threshold, we enter into the 
mystery of Jesus’ death and resurrection. We are always 
continuing the journey of Jesus; the journey of dying 
and rising. This is our journey. This is my priesthood, 
but also your priesthood or our priesthood as we put 
our offering on the altar. This is a threshold I have 
experienced so many times in the sacramental life of 
the church, and we can feel its movement deeply. It’s 
both gentle and strong. I watch it as parents invite 
children to baptism. I often watch it when a couple 
joins hands for the first time at the beginning of a 
wedding. I watch it often when the Spirit comes upon 
our young people at the Sacrament of Confirmation, 
or when a child receives their First Communion. I 
watch it at a funeral Mass when we realize that the ties 
of friendship do not unravel with death. The heart of 
our faith is the Paschal Mystery through death to new 
life. This being my last Sunday before my departure at 
St Agnes, let us remember that my priesthood and 
yours continue by baptism. We have been called more 
deeply into this Mystery, crossing thresholds as we 
journey through Christ’s passion and resurrection. Let’s 
remember that life is changed, not ended.   

Fr Andy 
Temporary mailing address: 166 Canyon Village 
           Morgantown, WV 26508 
       andrewswitzer41@gmail.com 

The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a Chili Bowl on 
February 8th. They are looking for chili cooks to compete 
for gift card prizes of $75, $50, and $25. The tasting will 
be after the 10:30am Mass and open for everyone! 
Those attending will vote for the best chili. The Knights 
will be selling raffle tickets for funding of Seminarians. If 
you are interested in cooking, please contact Arnold 
Thomas: 304-620-3455 or email Arniet151@gmail.com.   

KoC Chili Bowl February 8th 

Message from Fr Arul Anthony 
Dear Parishioners of St Agnes, 
 

Good afternoon. It’s Saturday, 3rd January. 
 

I am indeed delighted to receive a couple of cards and 
letters, welcoming me to St Agnes Church, Shepherd-
stown as your pastor designate. They are heart warming 
words, expressed 
through the cards. I 
very much appreciate 
the words of everyone, 
and I will treasure it in 
my heart. 
Thanks to Fr Andy for 
his lovely words of 
introduction about me. 
I will be meeting him 
this Tuesday at noon 
and I will join the parish 
on 12th January, 2026. 

 
 
 
 
 

God bless you and your families, 
Fr Arul Anthony  

May the Road Rise Up to Meet You 
An Irish Blessing 

May the road rise 
to meet you, 
May the wind be 
always at your 
back. 
May the sun shine 
warm upon your 
face, 
The rains fall soft 
upon your fields. 
And until we meet 
again, 
May God hold you in the palm of his hand. 
 

May God be with you and bless you: 
May you see your children’s children. 
May you be poor in misfortune, 
rich in blessings. 
May you know nothing but happiness 
From this day forward. 
 

May the road rise up to meet you. 
May the wind be always at your back. 
May the warm rays of sun fall upon your home, 
And may the land of a friend always be near. 
 

May green be the grass you walk on, 
May blue be the skies above you, 
May pure be the joys that surround you, 
May true be the hearts that love you. 

mailto:andrewswitzer41@gmail.com
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We’re breaking from our recent pattern of alternating 
non-fiction and fiction to start our year with a second non
-fiction book in a row. This book looks to be a delightful 
read: Making Rounds with Oscar: the Extraordinary Gift 
of an Ordinary Cat by David Dosa. It is the story of an 
unusual cat, the patients he serves, their caregivers, and 
of one doctor who learned how to listen. Heartfelt, 
inspiring, and full of humor and pathos, this book allows 
readers to take a walk into a world rarely seen from the 
outside, a world we often misunderstand. 
 

Join us on Friday, January 16th in the Parish Center at 
11am to discuss this read! If you are interested in joining 
the group, we meet on the third Friday of the month at 
the Parish Center at 11 am for an hour. Everyone is 
welcome to join. Come every month or occasionally or 
for just one particular book! 

Book Discussion Group—Jan 16 

Missing Something? 
We keep a Lost & Found basket at the church at the end of 
the hall near the restrooms. If you are missing something, 
please check the basket! There are jackets, glasses, jewelry, 
umbrellas, among other things. There are three photos 
that were left by the font in November. If one is yours, 
please look in the Lost & Found basket at the church! 

Our Christmas flowers have been given... 

in memory of Harvey & Corrine Behrenbrinker and 
Woodrow & Gertrude Brong by Bruce & Gail Brong; Renee 
Mougin, Kay Boal, and Helene Hervoil by Christine & 
James Mougin-Boal; Carol Rucker and John D. Rucker by 
Danny Rucker; the Kemerer and Lattus Families by Greg & 
Debbie Lattus; Frank & Cecilia Vassallo and Ed & Edna 
Sokel by Eric & Anna Sokel; Thomas & Catherine Hart by 
Todd & Katie Hershey; William Fritchman by Nancy Curry; 
Rex A. Norton by Hilda Norton; Lucio E. Cañete, Generosa 
Z. Cañete, Margaret Nelson, and Raymond S. Nelson I by 
Stan & Lucille Nelson; Francis Snowden, Rebecca Q. 
McCulley, Jaysen Quintana, Sophia Hansen, and Sandra 
Walker by Marie Snowden; the Burleigh Family, Thomp-
son Family, Moler Family, and Robertson Family by Bryan 
& Judy Robertson; Kevin & Jacki Lutgen by Dean & Marie 
Botsford; Michael Schaefer, Catherine Markel, and John 
Markel by Susan Schaefer; John & Elsie Piccolomini, 
George & Dorothy Buys by John & Dotty Piccolomini; 
Friends & Family by Lyle & Theresa Rush; Claire William-
son by Jimmy Williamson; Philip Mueller, Kenneth 
McCullough, and Anna McCullough by Barbara Mueller; 
Elvira Risi and Almerindo Risi by Maria Lamanna; Shellyn 
Hockman Stowell by Billy & Nina Hockman; Edythe Bagley 
and Anna Compton by Zach & Tricia Myers; Mr. & Mrs. 
Paul Curry by Arnold & Victoria Thomas; the Harris and 
Green Families by Helen & Leonard Harris; Larry Merhaut 
by Pat Merhaut; in honor of Heather Schaefer by Susan 
Schaefer; Fr Andy by Zach & Tricia Myers; and as a gift to 
St Agnes by The Salmon Family, Ruth H. Roller & Larry D. 
Turner, Barb Lugaila, Justin & Keila Riggs-Franco, and the 
Pate family. 

 

Christmas Flowers 

 

Epiphany Home Blessing 
Traditionally, Catholics bless their home and those who 
live in their household on the Feast of the Epiphany each 
year. We have blessed chalk in the Narthex available for 
you to take home. Here is the blessing: 
 

All: Make the Sign of the Cross. 
 

Leader or Head of Household:  
Peace to this house and to all who dwell here, in the 
name of the Lord. 
 

All: Blessed be God forever! 
 

Reader:  
God our Father, source of love and harmony, bless our 
home. In our kitchen, nourish us with stories and spirit.  
Help us remember here Jesus’ gift of himself in a meal. In 
our bedroom, give us rest. Make them peaceful places, 
where we find energy to serve your people who do your 
work.   
 

In our living room, give us strength to welcome all guests, 
Christ in disguise. May we be blessed with heath, good-
ness of heart, gentleness, and the keeping of your law. Fill 
us with the light of Christ, that our love for each other 
may go out to all.   
 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Using blessed chalk, write on the outside (or inside) of 
your house, above or next to an entrance: 
 

“20 + C + M + B + 26” 
 

This is the date of the new year and the names of the Ma-
gi (Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar). This is also an abbre-
viation for the Latin prayer Christus Mansionem Bene-
dicat (May Christ bless this house). 

Thank You from the Veterans 
Dear St Agnes Parishioners, 
 

During Advent, many of you took a tag from the wreaths 
hanging in the narthex, purchased gifts, wrapped them, 
and returned them to the church. There were 19 tags that 
listed suggested gifts for veterans. Out of the ten or so 
suggested items, you were asked to purchase only a 
couple items. It seems that you purchased everything on 
the list. These gift bags were overflowing. Many of our 
veterans struggle with receiving gifts, because they do not 
feel they deserve such attention. And yet, they were truly 
moved by your kindness, they felt appreciated and valued. 
Thank you for being there for our veterans in trauma 
recovery. 
 

Over my years here at St. Agnes, I have always felt the 
support of the parish for the time I spend away from the 
parish, serving our veterans. For quite a few years, 
through the parish tithing fund,  the parish has purchased 
Breaking Bread hymnals for use in the chapel at the 
VAMC. Again, I want to say thank you for all that you do to 
help our veterans. What you have been doing is very 
much appreciated.  
 

Sincerely, 
Father Mat, Pastor Emeritus 



CFF, CSS, Youth Group,  
& Family News 

 
 

CFF is well underway but it is never too late to begin 
attending. Our CFF Religious Education occurs in the 
Parish Center every Sunday at 9:15am between the 
8am and 10:30am Masses. The program has opportu-
nities from Pre-K through adult. All are welcome to 
learn more about the Catholic faith. After today’s CFF 
class, the next class will be on Jan 25th. There is no 
CFF on Jan 18th due to the Martin Luther King 
Holiday. CFF, Youth Group, and the Adult class (name 
is changing from Adult Faith Formation –AFF— to 
Continuing Scripture Sharing—CSS) will all meet again 
on Jan 25th. In addition to these opportunities, if you 
are not Catholic and wish to explore more about 
Catholicism, we offer OCIA classes at 12Noon on 
Sundays. 
 

Upcoming Events:   
January 11th: CFF, AFF, and Youth Group will 
meet in the Parish Center at 9:15 AM. 
January 18th: No CFF, AFF, or Youth Group in 
coordination with the Martin Luther King Jr. 
holiday. 
January 25th: CFF, Youth Group, Adult Class 
(Continuing Scripture Sharing—CSS) will meet at 
in the parish center. 
 

Parents, if you are not receiving CFF emails, 
contact formation@stagnesshepherdstown.org to 
make sure your email is on the distribution list. 
The calendar events will also be posted in the 
monthly calendar online and in the bulletin at the 
beginning of each month. Hard copies of the 
calendar can be found in church Narthex and the 
parish center. 

 
 

For additional information or questions,  
please email:  

formation@stagnesshepherdstown.org  

or the Parish Office  
office@stagnesshepherdstown.org 

The Baptism of the Lord  
 

This Sunday’s Gospel: 
 Matthew 3:13-17 

 

 January 11, 2026 
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Volunteering and VIRTUS 
 

Volunteering: The church is always looking for volunteers. It is our way to demonstrate faith in action! Advent (the 
beginning of the Liturgical year is a great time to begin volunteering if you are new to volunteering at church. 
 

What is the purpose of VIRTUS? The VIRTUS program is designed to educate individuals to help them protect the 
vulnerable in the community. The program helps people know what resources are available to get help and 
educates people to know how to gently care for victims of abuse.   
 

Does everyone need to be VIRTUS trained to Volunteer? With the changes to VIRTUS some ministries no longer 
need to be VIRTUS trained yet some still do. 
 

All volunteers who have direct contact or prolonged contact with minors are required to be VIRTUS trained as 
required by the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston. Forms are located in the church narthex and the parish center on 
how to complete this process. All parents are encouraged to be VIRTUS trained. If you have been trained in the past, 
you must be have the latest training Version 4.0 to be considered fully compliant.   
 

Ministries that are NOT required to complete VIRTUS training are Eucharist ministers, Lectors, Money Counters, 
Cantors, Funeral luncheon volunteers, and volunteers that provide maintenance services in the parish. 
 

Volunteers that work directly or have prolonged contact with minors will be required to update their VIRTUS every 
three years. Background checks need to be renewed every 3 years. For example, choir members need to be VIRTUS 
trained if there are youth (under 18) in the choir or there are youth musicians. There are many intricacies for who 
needs VIRTUS trained.   
 
For additional information or questions please contact formation@stagnesshepherdstown.org. 
 

You can also reach out to the parish center during normal business hours (M-F 9am-4pm), or contact Helen Harris or 
one of the Mass Coordinators for opportunities to volunteer for one of the Liturgical Ministries. 

mailto:formation@stagnesshepherdstown.org?subject=St%20Agnes%20VIRTUS%20Training


 
The Gospel this week in video.   

Catholic Kids Media 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=uR1w-YBtl0A 

The Baptism  
of the Lord  

 

Matthew 3:13-17 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uR1w-YBtl0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uR1w-YBtl0A


SOLUTIONS 

Answer to: After Jesus was baptized… You are my beloved Son, with You I 
am well pleased. 
 

Answer to: Isaiah 42: servant, spirit, shouting, voice, break, smoldering, 
light, eye, prisoners. 

Answer to God Said: “This is my son” 



Memorialize this year’s Hymnal  

Our 2026 Hymnals are here! Envelopes can be 
found in each hymnal if you would like to 
dedicate a hymnal to a loved one.  
 

Place completed forms in the offertory basket. 

The Gift of Music 

It is that time of year when we need to be prepared for 
inclement weather! Check our website, call the parish 
office at 304-876-6436 and listen to the recording, or you 
can also access this information on the St. Agnes CFF/
Youth Facebook (closed) group page. Please reach out to  
formation@stagnesshepherdstown.org for an invite if you 
have not yet joined the group. Please note, if Jefferson 
County Schools are delayed or closed, there will be no 
weekday Mass. The office will also follow the school 
system decision and will be closed if schools are closed.  

 

In Case of Inclement Weather... 

Our Scripture Sharing group continues to meet via Zoom 
on Mondays at noon. 

Scripture Sharing Zoom 

Saturday Jan 24th at SJS Gym in Martinsburg, WV, the 
Knights will hold a Basketball Free Throw Contest for all 
Girls and Boys ages 9-14. Certificates of Participation will 
be given to all. Champion Certificates and Medals will be 
given to the 1st place winners in each class, one for each 
age for girls, one for each age for boys. Contact 304-676-
2821 or catnapper100@comcast.net for more info! 

KoC Basketball Free Throw Contest 

Matthew 25 Crew 
In December, the Matthew 25 Crew from St. Agnes 
delivered 1,565 pounds of food donations from our parish 
and Food Lion to Jefferson County Community  Ministries 
and Shepherdstown Shares. The donations are picked up 
every Tuesday morning and taken to JCCM with the 
exception of the third Monday of each month when the 
parish donations are taken to Shepherdstown Shares. 
Thank for your continued generosity. 

The courses and seminars offered by the University of 
Dayton’s VLCFF through the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston (DWC) will deepen your understanding of the 
Catholic faith and Tradition. Courses are offered in person, 
online and hybrid. Below are three hybrid courses being 
offered beginning the week of Jan 19th. All courses are 
free, but registration is required. The courses are under-
written by the DWC Office of Evangelization & Catechesis, 
who pays 100% of the tuition and the cost of any books. For 
further information or to register, please contact the course 
instructor, Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu, 
at rodicastoicoiuphd@gmail.com. 
 

The DWC offers Catechetical Certification and recognizes 
VLCFF courses for various levels of certification. Certain 
courses are especially designed for volunteer catechists, 
Catholic school religion teachers, members of OCIA teams 
and all those who would be enriched by formal training in 
this field. For further information regarding the VLCFF 
certification program please contact Dr. Stoicoiu or Ms. 
Shirley Carter at scarter@dwc.org. There are 6 required 
courses for level one certification including the Roman 
Catholic Catechesis for Faith Formation class below. Both 
classes are open to ALL adults interested in deepening their 
faith and growing in their understanding of the theology 
and Tradition of the Church. 
 

Roman Catholic Catechesis for Faith Formation (5 weeks)  
This course is part of the Certificate in Catechesis series. It 
explores the tasks of catechesis as presented in the 
Directory for Catechesis (2020). These tasks, focused on our 
relationship with Jesus Christ, guide our mission to “go 
forth and make disciples of all nations” (Mt.28:19). The 
class meets on Wednesday evenings on Zoom at 7pm 
beginning on Jan 21st. 
 

Advanced Catholic Social Teaching (5 weeks) 
It has been said that the social justice teachings of the 
Church are some of its best kept secrets! This course is 
designed to deepen our understanding of the basis of social 
justice and builds on background that students bring from 
other social justice courses or life experience. This course is 
part of the Certificate in Social Justice series and is open to 
everyone. The class meets on Thursday afternoons at 4pm 
on Zoom beginning on Jan 22nd.  
 

This Land Is Home To Me:  The Cry of Appalachia (3 weeks) 
This course was developed especially for the 175th 
anniversary of the Diocese of Wheeling Charleston. The 
people of Appalachia have a special story to tell about their 
relationship with the land, with one another and with God. 
As part of the ongoing celebrations, the Church of West 
Virginia is invited to participate in this seminar focused on 
the Pastoral Letter: This Land is Home to Me. We will study 
and discuss the Pastoral in light of the Appalachian 
experiences of poverty, powerlessness and suffering today. 
The current scheduled seminar meets via Zoom on Monday 
evenings at 7pm beginning Monday, Jan 19th. 

Upcoming VLCFF Courses Winter 2026 

In light of the upcoming celebration of Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day, we share the following two quotes from him: 
 

“If we are to have peace on earth, our loyalties must 
become ecumenical rather than sectional. Our loyalties 
must transcend our race, our tribe, our class, our na-
tion; and this means we must develop a world perspec-
tive.” (From a 1967 Christmas Sermon) 
 

"Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.  
We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality,  
tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one 
directly, affects all indirectly," (from the 1963 Letter from 
a Birmingham Jail) 

Racial Justice Initiative 
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Supporting our St. Agnes community is easy! 
Just go to the “Giving” button at the top of our website 
homepage or use the QR code at the right to make a one-
time or recurring gift. Any amount is a valued contribution 
towards our ministry. Thank you! 

Homebound Ministry 
For any parishioners with needs for assistance in things 
such as getting groceries, rides to doctors/pharmacies, 
etc., our HOMEBOUND MINISTRY is willing to help. 
Contact Judy Lilga (301-432-2276) for info or to volunteer. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe 
Environment in accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People. To Report Suspected 
Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston encourages reporting to civil authorities first and fore-
most if a crime has been committed. We also encourage utilizing 
www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in 
the U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in 
sexual misconduct, please contact civil authorities in the applica-
ble jurisdiction and visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report 
to Civil Authorities: Contact your local law enforcement; numbers 
will vary based on your location. If you believe someone is in 
immediate danger, call 911. To confidentially report any incidence 
of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse, con-
tact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child 
Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 
800.352.6513. To Report to Diocesan Authorities: In addition to 
civil authorities, the diocese encourages reporting to the appropri-
ate church authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse 
of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at 
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. 
Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 
270. You may also call the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment at 
304.230.1504. In addition to the methods listed above for re-
porting sexual abuse, the Diocese also has partnered with Navex 
Global to offer the EthicsPoint platform to report other, additional 
concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and personal 
misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the 
Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in West Virginia. The 
EthicsPoint platform can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under 
“Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or by calling 
844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third-party reporting system that 
reports to civil authorities where applicable and Diocesan authori-

  Parish Financial Activity   

       

  Collections - Last Week   

  Offertory Collections  $6,612   

  Monthly Mortgage Assistance  $109   

  Total (Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)  $6,712   

  Weekly Target (Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)  $13,500   

  Total Collections Compared to Target 
 

-$6,779   

      

  Tithe to help those in need   $661   

  
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)   

    

Thank you to all who donated sweats and other warm 
accessories for veterans hospitalized at the Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center in Martinsburg during the 
December drive at Saint Joseph School, held in conjunction 
with the Animal Health Clinic of Funkstown, employer of 
an SJS parent; VFW Post 1177 in Leesburg, Va.; the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians; and Knights of Columbus Council 
12791 in Potomac Falls, Va.  
 

Through our school collection, which included donations 
from SJS families and members of area Catholic parishes, 
we gathered 87 sets of sweats, 144 pairs of socks and 14 
sets of gloves.  

Thank You for Gifting to Veterans! 

Families of current Saint Joseph School 
students may start the re-enrollment 
process beginning Jan 30, for the 2026-27 
school year. They also may enroll children 
who are not currently attending. Enroll-
ment for new families who are active in 
area Catholic parishes opens Feb 6, and all 
other families may start applying Feb 13.  
 

West Virginia Hope Scholarship funds of 
$5,437 per student are available. For more 
information, go to hopescholarshipwv.org. 
 

To apply or re-enroll at SJS, visit sjswv.org.  
For more information, contact 
pmaertenhicks@sjswv.org or 304-267-
6447. 

SJS Open Enrollment Tithing Report for July—December 
Hospice of the Panhandle $500 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society $1,800 

Sharpsburg Volunteer Fire Dept. $800 

Shepherdstown Day Care Center $750 

Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church $450 

Shepherdstown Volunteer Fire Dept. $450 

Diocesan Collection - Catholic Communications Campaign $100 

Diocesan Collection - Catholic Campaign for Human Development $1,000 

Diocesan Collection - Education of DWC Seminarians $100 

Diocesan Collection - The Catholic University of America $50 

Diocesan Collection - World Mission Sunday Collection $250 

Diocesan Collection - For the Archdiocese for the Military Services $50 

Diocesan Collection - Retirement Fund for Religious $750 

Diocesan Collection - Catholic Charities West Virginia/CCWVa $3,000 

SJS and SJHS are joining in celebrating Catholic Schools 
Week from Jan 25-31. They will take time to honor all the 
people who help the school fulfill its mission to educate in 
the spirit of the Gospel, instilling Catholic values, inspiring 
academic excellence, global awareness and service to 
those in need. The schedule of events can be found on 
the bulletin boards in the Narthex and the Parish Center. 

SJS Catholic Schools Week 

mailto:pmaertenhicks@sjswv.org?subject=SJS%20Enrollment


     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

The Town Run Theater Company 
Proudly Presents 

With Joe Yates and Richard Yates 

January 9—10—11 
and 16—17—18, 2026 

Friday—Saturday 7:00 pm 

Sunday 3:00 pm 

131 West German Street 
Shepherdstown, WV 

 
Upcoming Shows: 

 
A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen (April) 

We Will Not Be Silent by David Meyers (June) 
 

OperaHouseLive.com 

Tickets  
and Info 

Live Theater makes a great gift!! 

SJS is seeking to fill these positions: 
 Substitutes and Aides for Ages Toddler to 

Grade 9 
 Elementary/Middle School Principal  
To send in a resume, contact Principal Maria 
Byrd at mbyrd@sjswv.org. View the job listing 
on Indeed or contact St Joe’s Parish Office. 

 

Open Positions at St Joe’s School 

The 2026 Men’s Discernment Retreat, open to men 18 
and older, is scheduled for February 13-15, 2026 at 
Priestfield Pastoral Center. For more information and/or 
to register, go to wvpriests.org. 

Men’s Discernment Retreat 

Saturday January 17 | 6:30pm Doors Open 
6:45pm Lessons | 7:30pm—9:30pm Open 

Dancing 
 

St James the Greater in Charles Town is 
hosting a New Years Swing Dance in their 
Social Hall (downstairs). Free entry—bring a 
snack to share! Dress code is country attire; 
semi-formal; sleeves and knees, please. To 
RSVP or questions, contact Shannon Griffin 
griffins@cua.edu or 414-460-0310. 

 

St James New Year Swing Dance 

The Legion of Mary invites everyone to their 4th annual 
Morning of Reflection. Join them on Saturday, February 
7th from 8am to 12noon at St James. RSVP legionofmary@ 
stjameswv.org. 

Legion of Mary Morning of Reflection 

mailto:mbyrd@sjswv.org?subject=SJS%20Job%20Opening
https://www.indeed.com/cmp/Saint-Joseph-School/jobs
wvpriests.org
mailto:griffins@cua.edu?subject=St%20James%20Swing%20Dance
mailto:legionofmary@stjameswv.org?subject=Morning%20of%20Reflection
mailto:legionofmary@stjameswv.org?subject=Morning%20of%20Reflection


     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     


