
S a i n t  A g n e s  

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others.  

We rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments.  

We welcome the opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ. 

Pastoral Contacts 

Temporary Administrator: Rev. Arul Anthony 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. T. Mathew Rowgh 

Assistant Administrator: Beth Yates 

Accounting: Lizzie Lowe 

Associate of Liturgy Ministry: Helen Harris 

Associate of Music Ministry: Dr. Elaine Rendler-McQueeney 

Office Secretary: Amy Fresch 

 

Pastoral Council 

Connie Bonner ~ Gerry Fitzgerald ~ Bassell Franks 

Heather Garcia ~ Dana Getka ~ Patrick Green 

Colin Hayden ~ Cate Hershey ~ Brendan Jarrell 

Vanessa Santiago ~ Jan Yates 

 

Finance Council 

Steve Bledsoe ~ Carmela Cesare 

Mike Drewes ~ Mike Keefe 

Sue Kemnitzer ~ Arnold Thomas  

St. Agnes Church 

200 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown 

 

St. Agnes Parish Office 

106 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown 

P.O. Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443 

Telephone: 304-876-6436 

Email: Office@StAgnesShepherdstown.org 

www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org 

 

St. Agnes Chapel 

204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown 

 

Sunday Readings 

 

July 5, 2026 Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Zechariah 9:9-10 

Psalm 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13-14 

Romans 8:9, 11-13 

Matthew 11:25-30 

http://www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org


Weekly Schedule 
Weekend Mass 

Saturday, 5:30pm 
Sunday, 8am and 10:30am 

 

Weekday Mass 
Tuesday—Friday, 11am 

 

Reconciliation: Saturday, 4:30pm 
 

Parish Office: Monday through Friday, 9am - 4pm 
 

Cash Card Sales: During parish office hours (call first) 

The Week at a Glance... 
Sun 

July 5 
 Perpetual Memorial Mass 8am 

Mon 

July 6 

 Maury James Funeral Mass 12noon 

 CANCELLED: Scripture Sharing Zoom 

Fri 

July 10 
 2nd Friday Prayer Group 11am 

Sat-

Sun 

July 11

-12 

 CANCELLED: Service, Justice, & Peace  

Weekend & Health Screenings — Resumes 

August 8th & 9th! 

Remember in Prayer 
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our  
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill, especially 
Father Bob Keffer, Brittany Nick (friend of the Gore 
family), Lore Pfisterer (dear friend of Maria Stewart), Nell 
Thompson, and Ron Mancini (son-in-law of Bob and 
Martha Rizzo). Names are placed in the bulletin for one 
month then moved onto the 2nd Friday prayer list and 
are remembered in prayer each month. 

CFF registration forms for next year are available in the 
Narthex of the church and in the parish center. 
 

If you have questions or need additional information 
about CFF, email formation@stagnesshepherdstown.org 
or office@stagnesshepherdstown.org 

CFF, CSS, Youth Group, & Family News 

St. Agnes Perpetual 
Mass Memorial 

Joe Green 
by Eileen Dooley & Denis Woods 

 

Maury James 
by Bill Donahue & Chuck Pierpont 

 

Bob Edwards 
by Sheila Hennessy 

Eileen Dooley & Denis Woods 

On the first Sunday of each month Mass will be 
celebrated for all of our family members, loved 

ones, and friends enrolled in the St. Agnes Perpetual 
Mass Memorial. Newly enrolled this month: 

Shepherdstown Shares, one of the local food pantries 
that St Agnes helps stock, is looking for volunteers to help 
each week. They are looking for both distribution help as 
well as preparation crew on Mondays and also drivers on 
multiple days. If interested, please reach out to Hillary 
Banachowski, food pantry coordinator, at 301-452-2075 
(text is best). The pantry is located in the small chapel 
next to Trinity Episcopal Church on German Street. 

Shepherdstown Shares Volunteering 

No July SJP Weekend/Health Screenings 
Service, Justice, and Peace committee will not have a 
table in the narthex after Masses next weekend, and there 
will be no health screenings.  
 

Donations are still appreciated and if you would like to 
donate to feeding the hungry, feminine hygiene products 
and diapers, Mary's Refuge, and the Kolofata Education of 
Girls Project, you can place your donation into an enve-
lope and drop it in the offertory basket as long as it is 
clearly marked. Haitian coffee is also for sale in the Parish 
Office during office hours.  
 

The SJP Weekend collections and health screening services 
will resume in August. See you there! 

St Agnes Scholarship Awards 
Congratulations to Travis Gray, Carter Hillman, and 
Charity Ward who are the recipients of our St Agnes 
Scholarships for 2026! We will keep them in our prayers, 
and we wish them all the best as they embark on the next 
step in their educational journeys. 

Thank You for Stepping Up 
A huge thank you to those who have come forward and 
applied to be catechists! Thanks to you, we are staffed for 
the upcoming CFF school year.  

The Scripture Sharing Zoom meeting has been cancelled 
on Monday, July 6th. Most members will instead be 
attending the Funeral Mass for Maury James, husband of 
Ro James. Ro has been attending the Scripture Sharing 
Zoom meetings since its inception. The Zoom meetings 
will resume next week as usual, and they will continue to 
meet every Monday at 12noon except for major holidays. 

Scripture Sharing Cancelled July 6th 

mailto:formation@stagnesshepherdstown.org?subject=St%20Agnes%20CFF
mailto:office@stagnesshepherdstown.org?subject=St%20Agnes%20CFF


  Dear Parishioners, 
 

 Greetings of love and peace.   
 

At the outset, I want to thank His Excellency Mark 
Brennan, our former shepherd, and warmly welcome 
His Excellency Evelio Menjivar-Ayala as our new 
bishop and good shepherd.   
 

On Thursday, July 2, 2026, Bishop Mark handed over 
the mantle of his pastoral duties, responsibilities and 
leadership of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, 
which he carried over for 6 years and now to Bishop 
Evelio. Our hearts are filled with joy as we thank God 
for the many blessings we received through His 
Excellency Mark and wish him every blessing in his 
retirement. He leaves behind cherished memories and 
the vibrancy he brought to his ministry during a 
challenging time. Thank you, dear Bishop. Our prayers 
and best wishes go with you. We love you.   
 

On behalf of the people of St. Agnes, and on my own, I 
warmly welcome you, Your Excellency Evelio, as the 
bishop and good shepherd of the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston. You visited our church twice in the past as 
an Auxiliary-Bishop of Washington, D.C., and we 
cherish those good old memories. Your nature, bright 
face, pastoral concern, and zeal endeared everyone in 
the parish. We look forward to welcoming you in the 
near future to our parish to acquaint with us and bless 
us. We wish you every blessing and success in your 
ministry. We love you and offer you our respect, 
prayers, and good wishes.   
 

- Fr Arul Anthony 
 

I would like to visit with the families of our parish, 
preferably in the evenings. Please contact  

304-780-6090 or arulantony1953@gmail.com. 

Attention: Parents of Children  
Attending St Joseph’s School 

St. Joseph's School and the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston require children who are in a sacrament year 
to attend the sacrament training at their local parish. If 
your child is in grade 2 and they are ready to receive First 
Reconciliation and First Communion they need to 
register for CFF at St. Agnes. If your child is in grade 7 or 
grade 8 and they are ready to receive Confirmation, they 
should be registered for CFF at St. Agnes for the 2026-
2027 school year.   

Intergenerational Community Garden 
Take a peek of our Intergenerational Community Garden 
(behind the rectory). It is producing vegetables! The red 
and green lettuce and peas have been harvested. Several 
bags of lettuce were taken to Shepherdstown Shares. Fr 
Arul has been arduously watering. The tomatoes have 
been bamboo staked and suckered (a fast-growing, 
unwanted shoot or stem that emerges from the roots or 
base of a tree, shrub, or vegetable plant - they "suck" 
energy away from the main plant). The squash and 
pumpkin patch has been planted, staked, and netted. You 
can see the rock wall adding to the side fence being 
created from the rock pile being moved. Two stand up 
beds have been setup. Remember you can help every 
Saturday's 7:30am -10:30am (with the rare exception 
when the weather is too uncooperative as with exces-
sive heat or excessive rain). We'll show you the ropes of 
gardening! If you would like to be included in the email 
group, please reach out to frsmartip@gmail.com. 

Conversations in the Spirit: This Land  
Is Home to Me 50th Anniversary  

Here we share a short excerpt from the Appalachian 
Pastoral Letter: At Home in the Web of Life. Please 
consider joining in the conversation! Reach out to Eileen 
Elliott to learn more (eepeachlan@gmail.com) or give the 
office a call. 
 

"We believe it is important to stress both natural ecology 
and social ecology, that is, a sustainable community 
which embraces humans and all other creatures. For the 
land and the poor people are victims together of the 
same materialistic consumer society, which promotes the 
culture of death. It does this by undermining all commu-
nity by frequently treating people and the rest of nature 
as if they were useless waste from the throw-away 
consumer society. Pope Francis wrote of a throw-away 
culture; the pastoral calls it a throw-away consumer 
society. Where do you see that happening around you? in 
your area?  circle? Over against this culture of death, and 
in the name of the culture of life, we insist that all people 
and the rest of nature form but a single and precious 
ecosystem, created by the God in whom “we live and 
move and have our being.” (Acts 17:28) At Home in the 
Web of Life 

mailto:arulantony1953@gmail.com?subject=Parishioner%20Home%20Visit
mailto:frsmartip@gmail.com?subject=InterGenerational%20Garden%20Group
mailto:eepeachlan@gmail.com?subject=Spirit%20at%20St%20Agnes


Welcoming the Stranger? 
Here at St Agnes, there are no strangers—just folks we 
haven’t met yet! And, we need more hospitality ministers 
to help us offer that signature St Agnes warm welcome. 
As they say, many hands make light work. With enough 
volunteers, no one would need to feel overburdened by 
this ministry! If you pay attention at Mass, you will see, 
currently, pretty much the same faces each week at the 
10:30am Mass. Please help us spread the workload out! 
 

Please contact Helen Harris, Associate of Liturgy 
(liturgy@stagnesshepherdstown.org), or complete the 
“Sign Me Up” card on the pew and drop it in the offertory 
basket. Just think about how much that warm welcome 
meant to you when you first entered the doors here. 

Spotlight on Ministry 
We are in need of ministers—will you discern and 
consider joining a ministry? We need your prayerful 
consideration. Youth and adult altar servers needed. Email 
Helen Harris at liturgy@stagnesshepherdstown.org. 

The Columbarium Committee recently offered infor-
mation sessions after Masses. If you missed those, the 
committee members would be more than happy to meet 
with you at a convenient time. Give the office a call! In 
addition to “your niche for all time,” we also have the 
memorial wall where names of loved ones interred 
elsewhere can be memorialized here at St Agnes.  

St Agnes Columbarium Garden 
U.S. CATHOLIC BISHOPS SPEAK OUT ABOUT THE ENDING 

OF TEMPORARY PROTECTED STATUS FOR HAITIANS 
 

"Revoking the legal status of hundreds of thousands of 
people residing in our country creates a moral crisis when 
returning to their country of origin is not a safe or 
reasonable option. If we are truly to reaffirm the God-
given dignity of every human person, we as a nation 
cannot turn a blind eye to such an injustice and the 
impossible choices it will create for families and 
communities. 
 

Even if the administration determines TPS is no longer 
warranted, deferred enforced departure remains a tool 
available to the President, and we urge him to exercise 
right judgement in this way. Forcibly sending families to 
dire conditions is a legacy all leaders should seek to avoid. 
To that end, my brother bishops and I also continue to 
call your Congress to act - to meet this moment with the 
moral fortitude that is so desperately needed." 
 

Bishop Brendan J. Cahill                                                                                                                  
Chairman, Committee on Migration                                                                         
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

Racial Justice Initiative 

Financial Status - 6/28/2026 

 Last Week  YTD 

Offertory Collections $6,714.23  $245,651.96 

Other Income $0.00  $9,816.62 

Total Income $6,714.23  $255,468.58 

Total Expenses ($5,203.14)  ($344,059.43) 

Net Income (Loss) $1,511.09  ($88,590.85) 

Supporting our St. Agnes community is easy! 
Just go to the “Giving” button at the top of our 
website homepage or use the QR code at the right to 
make a one-time or recurring gift. Any amount is a 
valued contribution towards our ministry. Thank you! 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in 
accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young 
People. To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Diocese 
of Wheeling-Charleston encourages reporting to civil authorities first and 
foremost if a crime has been committed. We also encourage utilizing 
www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in the U.S. If 
you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual misconduct, 
please contact civil authorities in the applicable jurisdiction and visit 
www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authorities: Contact your local 
law enforcement; numbers will vary based on your location. If you believe 
someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confidentially report any 
incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse, contact 
the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protective Services by 
calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to Diocesan 
Authorities: In addition to civil authorities, the diocese encourages reporting to 
the appropriate church authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse 
of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, 
contact one of the following designees at 1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. 
Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis 
Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 270. You may also call the Diocese’s Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. In addition to the methods listed above for 
reporting sexual abuse, the Diocese also has partnered with Navex Global to 
offer the EthicsPoint platform to report other, additional concerns, such as 
suspected financial, professional, and personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, 
religious, or lay employee of the Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in 
West Virginia. The EthicsPoint platform can be accessed via www.dwc.org, 
under “Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. 
EthicsPoint is a third-party reporting system that reports to civil authorities 
where applicable and Diocesan authorities, and the identity of the person 
reporting is protected. 

Tithing Report for April - June 

Jefferson County Community Ministries $3,500 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society $1,200 

Diocesan Collection - Catholic Relief Services $1,000 

Jefferson County Sheriff's Department $200 

Diocesan Collection - Pontifical Good Friday Collection for the Holy Land $100 

Diocesan Collection - Peter’s Pence Collection {for the Holy Father} $100 

Local Assistance $27 

mailto:liturgy@stagnesshepherdstown.org?subject=Hospitality%20Ministry%20Volunteering
mailto:liturgy@stagnesshepherdstown.org?subject=Liturgy


The Fourteenth Sunday 
of Ordinary Time 

Matthew 11:25—30 
July 5, 2026 Summer Edition 
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Gospel Reading 
Matthew 11:25-30   Jesus prays in thanks to God, who has revealed himself to the lowly. 

Family Connection 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus teaches an important lesson for families: from the youngest and simplest among 
us we can learn the most profound insights about God. Parents who are attentive to this reality can learn 
much from their children even as their children are learning from them. Families who create time and 
space for encounters with God will enrich the faith of all who share in family life. 

Gather as a family and read together today’s Gospel, Matthew 11:25-30. Allow time for each person to 
reflect on what Jesus reveals to us about God. Invite each person to show these things in a creative way, 
perhaps through a picture, poem, or some other means. Share these with one another. Conclude in prayer 
together, thanking Jesus for making God known to us. Pray together the Lord’s Prayer or today’s Psalm, 
Psalm 145. 



     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

Morgan's Grove Park Pedestrian Path 
The Town of Shepherdstown is asking residents and 
community members to help advocate for the completion 
of the long-planned pedestrian path connecting  
Shepherdstown Middle School and Morgan's Grove Park. 
 

Residents may participate by completing the PDF form 
(https://www.shepherdstown.gov/media/News_Files/
morgans-grove-path-petition-pdf-fillable-form-1.pdf), 
which can be downloaded, filled out, and then emailed to 
comments@shepherdstown.gov.  

We have a children's library in the Narthex. Check it out! 

For Our Younger Parishioners 

Shepherdstown Shares Needs 
FOOD: canned green beans, canned pears, canned 
peaches, canned dog food, jelly, pasta sauce, boxed mac 
and cheese, ramen noodles, cereal, dried nuts, coffee, 
and sugar and flour in the smallest packages possible  
 

HOUSEHOLD & HYGIENE ITEMS: size 6 toddler pull ups, 
and baby wipes  
 

BEST DROPOFF TIMES: Mondays 1:30-2:30pm, Thursdays 
8:30-11:30 am, Saturdays 8-10 am  

FOOD: Spaghetti sauce/pasta, crackers, ramen, canned 
meat (chicken, spam, ham, tuna), canned veg (not green 
beans/corn), hearty soups, canned pastas (Spaghetti-o’s, 
ravioli, etc.), canned chili, canned fruit, cereal, mashed 
potatoes, jelly/jam, peanut butter, sugar; critically low: 
spaghetti sauce, canned meat (SPAM, chili, beef stew, 
etc.), cereal, jelly, bags of rice or boxes of instant rice, 
instant mashed potatoes, cases of bottled water 
 

HOUSEHOLD & HYGIENE ITEMS: dish soap, shampoo, 
conditioner, toothpaste, deodorant, copy paper, paper 
towels, toilet paper, feminine hygiene items; critically 
low: laundry detergent, dish soap, shampoo, condition-
er, deodorant 

JCCM Food Pantry Needs 

Catholic Charities of the Eastern Panhandle in Martins-
burg serves the unhoused and those struggling financially 
with basic hygiene and cleaning products. This month, the 
pantry is in need of 3-in-1 body wash and men and 
women's deodorant. They are seeing a rise in unhoused 
and struggling families needing hygiene supplies as the 
weather warms up. Any help is appreciated. The items 
can be placed in the green bin located in the Narthex or 
brought directly to Catholic Charities (224 S. Queen 
Street, Martinsburg). 
 

Questions? Contact Gretchen Matz gjn60@aol.com. 

Catholic Charities/St Margaret’s Pantry 

The Heritage Free Will Baptist Church runs a Clothes 
Closet in the building behind their meeting space, run by 
a nice couple, Buddy and Donna, and their able assistant, 
Sherry. All labor is volunteer.  
 

Location: 2395 Middleway Pike, Bunker Hill, WV 25413  
Drop-off: Tuesdays 1-5PM, Thursdays 1-6PM.  
Open for families to pick up items: 1st and 3rd Saturdays 
of each month from 9am-12noon.  
 

They accept all clothing, some household items, hats, 
shoes, and toys – all sizes from infants to XXX. Donations 
can be on hangers or folded in bags. Clothes go directly to 
those in need of them – free of charge.  
 

Each Saturday they average from 55-65 families served. In 
addition, they take cash donations and these are used to 
purchase toiletries, also given at no charge. 

Heritage Baptist Church Clothes Closet 

Your Ad Here! 
Bulletin Ads are a major fundrais-
er here at St Agnes with the 
potential to bring in $10,000. As 
helpful as that is to the church, 
our ads most definitely benefit 
the businesses that place an ad. 
If you are interested, please 
contact the office by calling 
(304) 876-6436 or email office@ 
StAgnesShepherdstown.org 

Imagine your adult son or daughter attending Mass with 
you once again. Or going to confession for the first time 
in years. Sign up now to receive a free video series on 
how to reawaken your child’s faith. https://
www.claritasu.com/draw-your-children-back-to-the-
church/ 

Reawaken Your Child’s Faith 

The Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program (SFMNP) 
vouchers are back! Vouchers worth $30 are available. Call 
your senior center to find when those vouchers will be 
available! For more info: https://agriculture.wv.gov/ag-
business/senior-farmers-market-nutrition-program/ 

Senior Farmers Market Vouchers 

 

Catholic Sharing Appeal 
The CSA is one of many ways that we are united in God’s 
love as Catholics and as members of our 
Diocesan Family. In addition to providing 
the funding for our own parish community, 
the CSA also delivers essential support for 
shared ministries, Catholic education, and 
evangelization & outreach efforts across the state. You 
can donate securely online csa.dwcministries.org, mail in 
the pledge card, or place your pledge card in the collec-
tion basket. 

Mary’s Refuge is hosting a Volunteer Luncheon which will 
be held on Sunday, July 26, from 1-3pm at Lackey Hall at 
St Joseph’s Church. Please contact life@marysrefuge.com 
to RSVP (by July 22nd) or for more information. 

Mary’s Refuge Volunteer Luncheon 
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