St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others.

We rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments.

We welcome the opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.

Pastoral Contacts

Pastor: Rev. Andrew M. Switzer
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. T. Mathew Rowgh
Assistant Administrator: Beth Yates
Accounting: Lizzie Lowe
Associate of Liturgy Ministry: Helen Harris
Associate of Music Ministry: Elaine Rendler-McQueeney
Office Secretary: Amy Fresch

Pastoral Council

Connie Bonner ~ Gerry Fitzgerald ~ Bassell Franks
Heather Garcia ~ Patrick Green ~ Colin Hayden
Cate Hershey ~ Blanche Landry
Brendan Jarrell ~ Vanessa Santiago

Finance Council

Steve Bledsoe ~ Carmela Cesare
Mike Drewes ~ Mike Keefe
Sue Kemnitzer ~ Arnold Thomas

November 23, 2025

St. Agnes Church
200 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown

St. Agnes Parish Office
106 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown
P.0. Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443
Telephone: 304-876-6436
Email: Office@StAgnesShepherdstown.org
www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org

St. Agnes Chapel
204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Sunday Readings
2 Samuel 5:1-3
Psalm 122:1-2, 3-4a, 4b-5
Colossians 1:12-20
Luke 23:35-43

Thirty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Christ the King


http://www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org

Weekly Schedule
Weekend Mass
Saturday, 5:30pm
Sunday, 8am and 10:30am

Weekday Mass
Monday, 11am

Reconciliation: Saturday, 4:30pm
Parish Office: Monday thru Wednesday 9am-4pm
Cash Card Sales: During parish office hours (call first)

The Week at 3 Glance...

Kolofata 5&10 Sale after all Masses
e JHS JROTC Shoe & Coat Fund Collection after
all Masses

Sat
Nov 22

e CFF, AFF, Youth Group 9:15am
e OCIA 12noon
e SMA Community Thanksgiving 4pm NSUMC

Sun
Nov 23

Mon
Nov 24

Scripture Sharing Zoom 12noon

Wed

Nov 26 Mary Raygor Funeral 2pm

Thanksgiving Day

Mass 9am

Thurs
Nov 27 |

i« Native-American Heritage Day
Nov 28 le Parish Office Closed

sat |® JHS JROTC Shoe & Coat Fund Collection after
Nov 29| gall Masses

e First Sunday in Advent
e No CFF, AFF, Youth Group
e OCIA 12noon

Sun
Nov 30

Youth-Crafted Advent Wreaths

Our Pre—Confirmation kids will be making Advent wreaths
with flameless votive candles as an Advent project for the
homebound. If you know someone who is homebound or
in a nursing home that would enjoy a wreath, please
contact the Parish office.

Thanksgiving Dinner
Alma Bea restaurant is hosting a Thanksgiving Dinner on
Thanksgiving Day from 12noon-3pm (or until the food runs
out) to help those who are looking to share a Thanksgiving
celebration. The meal is free but donations are accepted!
Alma Bea—202 E Washington St, Shepherdstown
12noon-3pm Thursday, November 27

SMA Community Thanksgiving

On Sunday, November 23rd, New Street United
Methodist Church (202 W New St, Shepherdstown) will
be hosting the Shepherdstown Ministerial Association's
annual Community Thanksgiving Service at 4pm.

A Note for Our Lectors
Your 2026 lector workbooks are in the church Narthex.

Mass Intentions

Saturday, 5:30pm for
Rebecca “Becky” Tokarcik
-~
Sunday, 10:30am for
Otto Obermaier
May Becky and Otto share
in the fullness of God’s mercy and peace.

Remember in Prayer

Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill, especially Ann
Morris (sister of Georgette Rush), Jerry Blair (friend of the
Stewart family), Walter Francis Smallwood (father of
Jackie Gore), Nancy Curry, Mike Vojtasko, Pat Merhaut,
and Ron Mancini (son-in-law of Bob and Martha Rizzo).
Names are placed in the bulletin for one month then
moved onto the 2nd Friday prayer list and are
remembered in prayer each month.

Jesse Tree Project
The annual gift program for Advent is in full swing.

To participate in the program, simply take a tag from the
wreath. If the tag is for a gift, the tag will provide more
information to help you select an appropriate gift for the
person. If the tag is for a $25 donation, the donation will
be used to purchase gift card through St Agnes’ gift card
program. Monetary donations may be placed in the
collection basket by the wreaths or the offertory basket
during Mass (please designate the donation for the Jesse
Tree Project on the check memo line or by putting the
donation in an envelope labeled as such). Donated gifts
(with the tag attached) should be wrapped and dropped
off at the Parish Center or left in the Narthex by the
wreaths. All gift tags must be received back with the
donated item by 12noon, Sunday, December 7.

Any questions? Please contact any of our committee
members: Katie Hershey, Anna Bledsoe, Tera Lynn Gray,
Gretchen Matz or Steve Bledsoe. Many thanks for your
generosity!

Help our Garden Group Feed the Birds!

The Garden Group will be at the Parish Center on
December 6 starting at 9am to make suet cakes to feed
our bird neighbors for the winter. All are welcome to join
us!

Book Discussion Group—Dec 19

December 19, 2025

Parish Center— 11 am
Each December, we select an uplifting book for our
Advent read. Fr. Greg Boyle, SJ always provides hope and
humor along with some sadness. His books are always
unforgettable. This December we will be reading Cher-
ished Belonging: The Healing Power of Love in Divided
Times by Fr. Greg Boyle, SJ. Please join us!



Dear Parishioners,

I listened to Father Mat's Homily this past
weekend, and | was impressed with how he handled
the readings as we come to the culmination of the
liturgical year. | took from his message how im-
portant it is for us to cultivate our interior life as we
go through a very difficult time in our country and
world. This, in Ignatius terms, is the ability to pray
with our eyes open. Walter Brueggerman once said
that the spiritual life is about a contemplative gaze; he
says it is “a long loving look at the real.” This helps us
be less reactive and know the best ways to spring into
action. As we celebrate Christ the King and come to
the end of the liturgical year, perhaps it is 3 good time
to look back and see what graces as a faith communi-
ty we have received over the last year. | recently heard
Father James Martin give the insight that Moses
could not see God face to face but recognized God's
presence when God passed by. Father Martin made
the point that this is the purpose of the examine,
because, when we look back, we can see God's loving
gaze and presence on our journey. This helps us to
step into an uncertain and unknown future. | find
that I learn the most about the liturgy from the
people of God in the pews. This past week in our
Monday Bible study a parishioner invited us to read
Psalm 122, our responsorial Psalm this Sunday, with
that great line, “Let us rejoice going into the house of
the Lord.” I have said many times that as we come to
Sunday worship, often bringing heavy burdens, it
should be the lightest place we visit every week.
Despite what is happening in our country and world,
our space is a sanctuary to be renewed and healed by
the presence of Christ’s love in one another. We
decide, in this healing space, to be 3 healing presence
or 3 living sanctuary for others outside the doors of
our church. We are the living stones of God's love.
We are coming to Advent where we have an invita-
tion to think not so much about the gifts we receive
but the gift we will be. A suggestion came from the
parish leadership, our staff here at St Agnes, and we
are going to invite our children to bring nonperisha-
ble food items forward at Mass and set them in a
basket by the Altar each weekend to remind us that
Eucharist calls us to thanksqgiving and generous hearts
to respond to the needs of our brothers and sisters
and be a healing presence in our world. The Mass
means to be sent. May we be sent into our commu-
nity to be a sanctuary of living stones for others.

Fr Avdy

Kolofata 5&10 Sale—Last Chance!

THIS IS YOUR LAST CHANCE
NOVEMBER 22 & 23, 2025

The first weekend of our sale was a huge success. The
lovely crafts vanished before our eyes. There are still a few
treasures to be found — but come early! We hope to sell
everything. Please help us do so!

Remember — cash or checks only.

Music Notes: Advent/Christmas Choir

Liturgical ministries are not holy unto themselves. They are
a way for us to become holy, no questions asked. Learn
more about our faith through music and its relationship to
liturgy. The only requirements for music ministry? You can
carry a tune and enjoy people and singing—the rest will
happen! Rehearsals begin on the First Sunday of Advent
(November 30), 9:15-10:10am and we sing the 10:30am
Mass until Christmas and then Christmas Feasts until
Epiphany. Contact Elaine Rendler before or after any of the
Masses or contact the parish center. All are welcome!

Preparing for Advent—November 30

Advent Communal Reconciliation Service will be celebrated
on Saturday, December 13th at 4pm.

Advent Reflection Books** will help you explore the depths
of Scripture and deepen your relationship with Christ. They
help us to spend some quiet time with the Lord each day.
These Little Blue Books can be found in the Narthex. The
books can also be downloaded onto your phone or e-
reader. Check out their website at https://littlebooks.org/
seasonal-books/advent-christmas-season.

At Home with the Word** This is your guide to a deeper
understanding of the Sunday scriptures. It provides the
readings for this liturgical year, along with insights from
scripture scholars, and action steps. It also includes prayers,
citations for weekday readings, and other resources for
scripture study. You can pick up your copy of At Home with
the Word in the Narthex or at the Parish Center.

Advent Wreaths & Candles** are available in the Narthex.

**A donation envelope is included with each item which can
simply be placed in the offertory basket.

Catholic Charities WV Pantry Needs

Our local Catholic Charities is always in need of personal
care items for their clients: bleach tablets, laundry pods,
13 gal trash bags , small bottles dish soap (Dawn), bar bath
soap (no strong scented soaps like Zest or Irish Spring—
preferably Dove unscented), shampoo/conditioner/body
wash (3-in-1 ok, Arm & Hammer), toothpaste (travel-size),
toothbrushes, deodorant (mens & womens, unscented),
cleaning supplies (i.e. Fabuloso), toilet paper, wipes (indiv.
packets), razors, shaving cream, and individual travel-sized
packs of Q-Tips/tissue packs/combs. They are in desperate
need of hats, gloves, and socks (for men and women).
Drop off items: Catholic Charities West Virginia
224 South Queen Street  Martinsburg, WV 25401



https://littlebooks.org/seasonal-books/advent-christmas-season
https://littlebooks.org/seasonal-books/advent-christmas-season

Christ the King

On the last Sunday of the liturgical year, the Church
celebrates the Solemnity (the highest rank of feast) of Our
Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, previously known
as Christ the King. It is relatively new to the liturgical
calendar, having been instituted in 1925. In his encyclical,
Quas Primas, Pope Pius Xl intended to counter militantly
secular regimes which threatened the Church as well as all
civilization. This hundredth anniversary reminds us not to
compartmentalize our faith, but “to celebrate and live out
our faith in public.” (USCCB)

Racial Justice Initiative

An order of nuns is making national news
for their act of racial and social justice.

As reported in the Independent Catholic News, “In the
spirit of relationship and healing, the Franciscan Sisters of
Perpetual Adoration have transferred the Marywood
Franciscan Spirituality Center ... on Trout Lake in Arbor
Vitae, Wisconsin, to the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake
Superior Chippewa Indians, the original caretakers of the
land.”

The transfer is the first known return of Catholic-owned
land to a Tribal Nation as an act of repair for colonization
and residential boarding schools.

In their press release, the sisters said they have also been
in “a process of reckoning” with the history of St. Mary’s
Catholic Indian Boarding School [...] from 1883 to 1969
[during which time] boarding schools participated in the
erasure of Native American culture. The sisters on Oct. 31
said such schools were guilty of “separating children from
their families, suppressing Native identity, and paving the
way for the large-scale seizure of Native homelands. “It
was painful to address our complicity, but we knew it had
to be done,” former community president Sister Eileen
McKenzie said in the press release.

The Lectionary

What is the Lectionary?

The lectionary is the book that is carried in the entrance
processional for liturgical celebrations. Primarily, it pro-
vides the readings and the responsorial Psalms assigned
for each Mass of the year (Sundays, weekdays, and spe-
cial occasions). The readings are divided by the day or the
theme (baptism, marriage, vocations, etc.) rather than
according to the books of the Bible. Not all of the Bible is
included in the Lectionary. *

The Lectionary is arranged in two parts: one for Sundays
and one for weekdays. The Sunday cycle is divided into 3
years, labeled A, B, and C. Mostly, Year A -Matthew; Year
B- Mark, and Year C-Luke. None of these cycles is exclu-
sive. What about John? We hear his perspective during
Lent and Easter and in Year B to supplement Mark’s gos-
pel which is the shortest. The 2026 liturgical year, di-
rected mainly to a Jewish Christian audience of the time
begins Year A. *USCCB

Chesapeake Bay Trust
Track 3 Grant Update

Recall that this grant springboards from our Track 2 grant
from the Trust wherein we developed a stormwater
management design with the Thrasher Group to improve
our handling of stormwater on the St Agnes campus that
impacts not only our neighbors who experience flooding
in major rain events, but also the Chesapeake Bay. The
Track 3 award allows us to implement the plan which
includes redirection of the downspouts from the church’s
south roof to the upper pond, creation of a bioswale to
catch runoff and direct it to the upper pond, and
reconfiguration of the outlet structures on both the
upper and main ponds to accommodate larger volumes
of stormwater.

Our Grant Group (Mike Drewes, Judy Lilga, Sue Kem-
nitzer, Fanny Smith, Greg Welter, Beth Yates, and Fr
Andy) have been diligently working with our engineers,
The Thrasher Group, as well as Josephine Saikali from
Region 9. The team is incredibly grateful to John Reardon,
Director of Buildings and Properties for the diocese, for
his participation and guidance throughout the process.
This coming week, we will begin advertising for bids from
contractors in order to move forward on this project.
Acknowledgements:

The United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region 3, Chesapeake Bay Program, West Virginia
Department of Environmental Protection, and the
Chesapeake Bay Trust contributed to funding for these
projects. This project had been funded wholly or in part
by the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) under assistance agreement 41-95300301-2 to the
West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection
(WVDEP). The contents of this document do not neces-
sarily reflect the views and policies of the EPA, nor does
the EPA endorse trade names or recommend the use of

&\ Chesapeake
&> BayTrust

Every weekend in November, one of our Saint Agnes
youth, a member of Jefferson High School’s Junior ROTC,
will be in front of the church collecting for the Jefferson
County Shoe and Coat Fund after each Mass.

The Shoe and Coat Fund provides clothing for children in
need within our community. 100% of the funds collected
go directly toward purchasing these items. A standard
outfit costs approximately one hundred dollars, not
including a warm winter coat. Many children require
multiple outfits, and some families have several children
in need. Your generosity will make a meaningful differ-
ence. Cash or check donations are accepted.

Please make checks payable to Jefferson High School
with JROTC Shoe & Coat Fund noted in the memo line.



: CHANGE IN VIRTUS :
: Volunteering: The church is always looking for
volunteers. It is our way to demonstrate faith in

: action!

- As of July 1, 2025, VIRTUS requirements have :
. changed. This was brought about from feedback :
: from parishes and research as to what is required :
- in other dioceses. VIRTUS will still be required for :

. all volunteers who have direct contact or :
prolonged contact with minors. The diocese is still . . . .

. working on the list of what volunteer roles will be : Th”‘ty—FOUP‘th Sunday In O'”dma")’ Tlme'
: required to maintain VIRTUS requirements, some : Chl‘iS‘t the Kiﬂg

: are obvious.

All volunteers who have direct contact or
. prolonged contact with minors are required to

This Sunday’s Gospel

* be VIRTUS trained as required by the Diocese of  * Luke 23:35-43

: Wheeling-Charleston. Forms are located in the :

: church narthex and the parish center on howto

- complete this process. All parents are encour- November 23' 2025

: aged to be VIRTUS trained. If you have been

trained in the past, you must be have the latest Our Lord; Jesus Cﬁﬂ:St,

: training Version 4.0.

Ministries that are NOT required to complete xi’ng O‘f tﬁe universe

- VIRTUS training are Eucharistic ministers, Lectors, -

: Money Counters, Cantors, Funeral luncheon :
volunteers, and volunteers that provide mainte-
: nance services in the parish. :
Volunteers that work directly or have prolonged
- contact with minors will be required to update
: their VIRTUS every three years. Background :
: checks need to be renewed every 3 years. For
. example, choir members need to be VIRTUS :
: trained if there are youth (under 18) in the choir -
. or there are youth musicians. There are many : ’

 intricacies for who needs VIRTUS trained.
. If you have questions please email: .

formation@stagnesshepherdstown.org

"Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” He replied to him,
"Amen, | say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
Luke 23:35-43
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CFF, AFF, Youth Group, & Family News Macaiah
CFF occurs in the Parish Center every Sunday at 9:15am between the 8am and i
10:30am Masses. Our program is Pre-K through Adult. All are welcome to learn wine
more about the Catholic faith. In addition, if you are not Catholic and wish to i infi
explore more about Catholicism, we offer OCIA classes. Parish registration forms Inscri p.tlon
are also available in the church narthex and the parish center. rebuki ng
There will be no CFF November 30 for the Thanksgiving holiday. Cri mes
During Advent, we are encouraging people to bring canned (non-perishable) Amen
goods to help those in need. We are asking that these gifts be brought up to the
altar during the offertory. We are encouraging our children to participate in this
ministry as well! Adults who bring canned goods are welcome to ask a child take Sneered
theirs up to the altar so as to help cultivate the Intergenerational aspect of our SOld iers
Catholic Faith. K
December events will include “Decorating Fr. Andy’s Tree,” Advent Reconcilia- 4 Ing
tion Service, and the 5:30pm Christmas Eve Mass with the Children’s Program to crimina |S
kick it off. Children will practice for the Christmas program and make decorations :
and decorate Fr. Andy’s tree for part of their class during CFF. All the children in Condem nation
the St. Agnes Community are invited to be part of the program. We simply ask remem ber
that they come to the practices. More information will be forthcoming. Pa r.ad ise
The long-awaited CFF yearly calendar will be available next weekend, and you
will receive it via email. Sorry for the delay! The calendar events will also be
posted in the monthly calendar online and in the bulletin at the beginning of save
each month. jeered
Please email: formation@stagnesshepherdstown.org JeWS
for additional information or questions. 2
reviled
sentence

kingdom
today

Vo ©FF on Mew, 0
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What Is Advent?

Complete the puzzle to answer this question.

1.

Because he prepared the way for Jesus by urging
people to repent, one of the most important figures
of Advent is

a. John the beloved disciple

b. John the Baptist
If you chose a, write “The” in space 1. If b, write “A.”

John asked the people of Israel to
a. prepare the way of the Lord
b. let their light shine before all nations
If you chose a, write “season” in space 2. If b, write “year.”

Advent comes immediately after
a. Lent
b. Ordinary Time
If you chose a, write “by” in space 3. If b, write “of.”

The First Sunday of Advent is
a. the beginning of the Church Year
b. the Solemnity of Christ the King
If you chose a, write “hope” in space 4. If b, write “repent.
The liturgical color for Advent is
a. violet
b. sky blue
If you chose a, write “for” in space 5. If b, write “and.”

On the Third Sunday of Advent, the priest may wear a
vestment colored
a. rose
b. green
If you chose a, write “deliverance” in space 6.
If b, write “repentance.”

The Third Sunday of Advent is called
a. Esperanza Sunday (Esperanza means “hope”)
b. Gaudete Sunday (Gaudete means “rejoice”)
If you chose a, write “toward” in space 7. If b, write “from.’

15.

Mary is important in Advent because
a. she made a long trip to Bethlehem
b. she agreed to God's plan to save humankind
If you chose a, write “mistakes” in space 8. If b, write “sin.”

An Advent symbol we're likely to see in church is
a. the Adent calendar
b. the Advent wreath
If you chose a, write “but” in space 9. If b, write “and.”

. The candles on the Advent wreath remind us of

a. the darkness of winter

b. Jesus, the Light of the World
If you chose a, write “light” in space 10. If b,
write “darkness.”

. The circle of the Advent wreath reminds us

a. that God has no beginning or end

b. of the shape of most Christmas cookies
If you chose a, write “through” in space 11. If b,
write “beyond.”

. The greens of the Advent wreath remind us of

a. everlasting life
b. the importance of plants in the environment
If you chose a, write “the” in space 12. If b, write “an.”

. Advent comes to an end on a day close to the winter

a. equinox
b. solstice
If you chose a, write “death” in space 13. If b, write “birth.”

. The word Advent means

a. coming
b. waiting
If you chose a, write “of” in space 14. If b, write “and.”

When Advent ends, we
a. rejoice and celebrate
b. do penance
If you chose a, write “Jesus” in space 15. If b, write

206 9 “Mary.”
The Answer
1 2 3 4
[ 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15
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FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM

Gospel

The Gospel at Home

This Week's Gospel: Luke 23:35-43

Fuor the Salemnity of Christ the King, the Lectinmary
chuwrses a short passage from Luke's account of
Jesus” Passson. The Passion depicts Jesus without
phwsical or malstary power, vet be is dangerous
encugh to be put todeath, As his opponents tease
and taunt him, Jesus showes has dovine power in
fosrgmvang a criminal on a cross near him. Thes man
recognizes his own wrongdong and truby believes

that Jesus can belp him get to Heaven. By thas action

of fasth, Jesus transforms the Cross from a place of
death to a place of bife and forgiveness.

Exploring the Gospel Message

m {Preschool): This week your chald's
class bearned to ibentify ways they kead and
fulbow. They celebrated being followers of Jesus.
Have your child tell you the story of the man that
Jesus forgave. Ask your chald to share what he

or she learned and o show you the Follower-of:
Jesus cromm made in class. Bemind your chald
that followers of Jesus forgave one another.

m {Grades K-1): The Gospel lesson ths
week 5 about forgiveness. Your child learned
that Jesus 15 a leader—a king—whan loves and
fargmves. Ask your child to tell you the story of
the good theef. The class also learned that there
are tomes when everyone needs o forgive and
tx be forgven. Ask your chald o show you the
chain and medallson he or she made m class, and
tor share the loving words with you.

{Grades 2-3): The short Gaspel
fiar this Sunday shows that forgiveness is a
cornerstone of [esus’ Kingdom. Children of
this age can be deeply hure by teasing. Ask your
child to share Man's story wath you, and discuss
whether your child would be able to forgive
those wha tease him or her as Man did. Inate
vour child to tell you the Gospel story in his or
her own words. Talk about ways your family
can show forgiveness to one another.

............................

............................

Neovember 25, 2025
Solemnity of
Christ the Hing

Family

Guide

{Grandes 4-6): This week's lesson
focuses on forgveness. Ask your young persan

toa el you howe wee can recognize the need for
furgiveness, and how we know that forgiveness
has been given. Remind one another of the ways
you ask for forgiveness every time you go o Mass
IMMscuss times when you needed both words and
actions to showr sorrowr or forgiveness within you
farmily. Encourage your young person to tell you
what he or she has bearned about the Sacrament o
Remnciliaton, Make plans as a family to receive
this Sacrament during Advent.

(Grrades 7-9): In class this week, you
young person explored the human experience «
suffering and forgiveness. Ask your youngster
ts share with the family what he or she learned
about forgiveness in the world. Talk about how
Jesus showed what kind of a king he 15 when b
forgave the thief on the cross. Talk aboat how
easy or how hard it 1 for each of you to show
levve and forgiveness.

Pray Together

Every family experiences the need for
forgiveness. Spend a few moments sharing
things for which each member of the family is
sarry. Then ask God for forgiveness and ask one
amother for forgiveness as well. In your family
prayer, remember all those who suffer injustics
throughout the world. End by praying the Chur
Father ingether.

wn of Bayard, Inc
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JESUS
What is Advent?

1-b; 2-a; 3-b; 4-a; 5-a; 6-a; 7-b; 8-b;

9-b; 10-a3; 11-3; 12-a; 13-b; 14-3; 15-a

The Answer: A season of hope for deliverance
from sin and darkness through the birth of Jesus
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Help the Crucified Convict find Jesus

Answer will be in next week’s
bulletin solutions page!



Make the Most of Your Year-End Giving

As we approach the end of the year, we encourage all parishioners to prayerfully consider making their gift now —
while current tax advantages for charitable giving are still in place.
Federal legislation is expected to bring significant changes to charitable tax deductions beginning in 2026. Here’s what

donors should know:

For 2025: If you itemize deductions, charitable gifts to qualified organizations may reduce your taxable income.

Starting in 2026:

e A new “above-the-line” deduction will allow cash gifts up to $1,000 (individual) or $2,000 (joint filers), even if you

don’t itemize.

e Foritemizers, only contributions exceeding 0.5% of adjusted gross income (AGI) may be deductible.
e The tax benefit for higher-income donors will be capped at 35¢ per dollar donated, regardless of tax bracket.

What this means for you:

If you are considering a year-end contribution, giving before December 31, 2025 may allow you to receive the full

benefit of current charitable-giving rules.

Also, in recognition of the Jubilee Holy Year, the diocese has reduced the monies each parish pays to the diocese in
assessments for the Cathedraticum and Priests Health and Retirement Association (PHRA) from 3% and 6%, respective-
ly, to 0% and 4% respectively. Clearly the reduction from a total of 9% down to a total of 4% is pretty significant and
keeps 5% more of our contributions at St Agnes through the end of 2025.

We encourage you to consult your tax advisor to determine what’s best for your situation. Thank you for your contin-
ued generosity — your gifts make a real difference in advancing the mission of our Church.

Support the Meal Ministry

For over 15 years, St Agnes parishioners prepare and
serve a hot meal each Wednesday night in Charles Town,
WV. We are seeing an increased need in the community
and are serving between 60-70 meals each week. This
Thanksgiving and Advent season is an ideal to time to
support our ministry in one of the following ways:

1. Donate to the ministry. St Agnes provides all paper
products and $175 to each group who cooks which
allows us to provide delicious home cooked meals.
This fall we have served BBQ chicken sandwiches,
broccoli and cheese, potatoes; tuna casserole, corn,
biscuits; grilled meats, potatoes, green beans. We
also provide water and dessert.

2. Join our ministry. Youth, individuals, and families can
all volunteer. Youth cook a meal the 3rd Sunday of
each month; individuals and families can join an
existing team or create a new one.

Contact the Parish Center office for more information on
donating. If you'd like to help the Sunday youth cooking
team, please contact joeyates47 @gmail.com. If you'd like
to help with Wednesday night meals, please contact
katedidden@gmail.com.

JCCM Food Pantry Needs

FOOD: Spaghetti sauce/pasta, ramen, crackers, canned
meat (chicken, spam, ham, tuna), canned veg (not green
beans/corn), hearty soups, canned pastas (Spaghetti-o’s,
ravioli, etc.), canned chili, canned fruit, cereal, mashed
potatoes, jelly/jam, peanut butter, sugar

HOUSEHOLD & HYGIENE ITEMS: Laundry detergent, dish

soap, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, deodorant, copy
paper, paper towels, toilet paper, feminine hygiene items

KoC Christmas Party

The Knights of Columbus are extending an open invitation
to any Catholic men, who may be interested in joining our
organization. Our annual Christmas party is on December
9th at 6:30pm. If you would like to learn more about the
Knights, you are welcome. The meeting will be held in the
large room in the Parish Center.

Roman Burying Ground

Roman Burying Ground
November is the time at St. Agnes when we remember
our loved ones, who have gone before us, by placing
pictures of them around the font. This November, in the
Narthex for the first few weeks, we will have a sample of
a grave marker for the burials, which we are attempting
to locate with GPR, in the Roman Burying Ground. These
are the Catholics who have gone before us. We hope to
provide a marker for each burial that we locate. Each
marker has a small roman numeral on it, for each
individual. The markers are being paid in part for, in part,
with our grant from the Eastern West Virginia Cemetery
Foundation. St. Agnes Cemetery committee: John
Griffith, Theresa & Lyle Rush.

Shepherdstown Shares Needs

FOOD: Regular ground coffee, regular tea bags, brown
rice, pasta sauces, ramen noodles (not the cups of soup),
small applesauce cups (unsweetened), snacks, crackers
(i.e. Ritz or saltines), milk (%gal or full, whole or 2%),
canned fruit, canned soup, diabetic-friendly Items (candy,
pudding/Jell-o, applesauce)

HOUSEHOLD & HYGIENE ITEMS: Snack and sandwich-size
Ziploc bags, sturdy paper bags (especially with handles),
cat food—huge need, toilet paper, baby wipes, cat litter
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IRA Charitable Gifts

A gift through your IRA is a great way to support St Agnes. Here is some information on how you can maximize your

giving in 2025:
IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD)

e Donors age 70% or older may make a gift of any amount, up to $105,000 per individual (210,000 for couples with
individual IRA accounts), from your IRA without paying income tax on the donated amount.

e For donors who have a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD), making a gift directly from your IRA to St. Agnes can
be counted toward satisfying your RMD for the year, as long as certain rules are met.

e In addition to the benefits of giving to charity, a QCD excludes the amount donated from taxable income, which is
unlike regular withdrawals from an IRA. Keeping your taxable income lower may reduce the impact to certain tax
credits and deductions, including Social Security and Medicare.

e QCDs don't require that you itemize, which due to the recent tax law changes, means you may decide to take
advantage of the higher standard deduction, but still use a QCD for charitable giving.

e Funds should be transferred directly from the donor’s financial institution to St. Agnes.

Thank you for supporting St Agnes!

This information is not intended as legal, accounting, or financial advice. Please consult with your tax, legal, and
financial advisors to determine whether this or other gift plans are applicable to your tax and financial needs.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (formerly RCIA)
sessions are on Sundays following the 10:30am Mass from
12Noon-1pm in the church lobby, lunch provided. OCIA is
for those interested in learning about the Catholic faith to
discern if they might want to be professed members. If
interested in learning more or joining, please call the parish
office or meet the OCIA team after the 10:30am Mass.

One Thousand Pounds of Food!

In October, our Matthew 25 crew delivered 1,003 pounds
of food to JCCM from St. Agnes’ donations and our friends
at Food Lion. Please note that food donations collected
from St. Agnes on the third weekend of each month will be
taken to Shepherdstown Shares. Otherwise, the donations
will go to JCCM. Be assured that the food is going to
someone in need regardless of which agency receives it.

KoC Coats for Kids Campaign Extended

St. Agnes Knights of Columbus will begin accepting
donations through November 30th for their Coats for
Kids campaign. We are asking the church and the
community to donate whatever they can towards the
purchase of coats. Last year, the Knights gave 244 new
coats to students in Jefferson County Schools, Berkeley
County Schools, the Salvation Army, and the Boys & Girls
Clubs. Donations totaled $2,500.

Cash or check in any amount made out to St. Agnes KoC
can be mailed to St. Agnes Church at PO Box 1603,
Shepherdstown, WV 25443 or to Bob Rizzo at PO Box
1143 Shepherdstown, WV 25443, For more info, please
contact Bob Rizzo at (304) 676-5687.

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe
Environment in accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young People. To Report Suspected
Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Diocese of Wheeling-

Parish Financial Activity

Charleston encourages reporting to civil authorities first and fore-
most if a crime has been committed. We also encourage utilizing
www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in

Collections - Last Week

the U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in
sexual misconduct, please contact civil authorities in the applica-

Offertory Collections

Monthly Mortgage Assistance

Total (Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target (Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collection Compared to Target

J

$10,035
$13,500

ble jurisdiction and visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report
to Civil Authorities: Contact your local law enforcement; numbers
will vary based on your location. If you believe someone is in
immediate danger, call 911. To confidentially report any incidence
of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse, con-
tact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child
Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at
800.352.6513. To Report to Diocesan Authorities: In addition to
civil authorities, the diocese encourages reporting to the appropri-
ate church authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse
of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to
the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr.
Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext.

$9,877
$158

-$3,465

Tithe to help those in need
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)

270. You may also call the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment at
304.230.1504. In addition to the methods listed above for re-
porting sexual abuse, the Diocese also has partnered with Navex
Global to offer the EthicsPoint platform to report other, additional

$988

Supporting our St. Agnes community is easy!
Just go to the “Giving” button at the top of our website
homepage or use the QR code at the right to make a one-
time or recurring gift. Any amount is a valued contribution
towards our ministry. Thank you!

concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and personal
misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the
Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in West Virginia. The
EthicsPoint platform can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under
“Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or by calling
844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third-party reporting system that
reports to civil authorities where applicable and Diocesan authori-
ties, and the identity of the person reporting is protected.




Literacy Volunteers Needed

Our Adult Learning Centers are in search of
reliable, responsible, dedicated volunteers to
join our team and help us to continue to
provide outstanding programs, services, and
special events through our literacy volunteers
programming. There are a variety of volun-
teer needs available in Berkeley & Jefferson
counties.Please email info@LVEP-WV.com or
visit their website: https://Ilvep-wv.org/.

Scripture Sharing Zoom

Our Scripture Sharing group continues to
meet via Zoom (link is on the website events
calendar) on Mondays at 12noon (except
major holidays). All are welcome!

2nd Friday Prayer Group

A list has begun for the 2nd Friday in Decem-
ber. If you have names to add or if you would
like to join the group, contact Judy Lilga: 301-
432-2276 or jslilga8@gmail.com.

Advent Retreat Day

Carmelite Seculars is offering an Advent Day Retreat to
Honor Our Blessed Mother led by a Carmelite Friar at an
Official 2025 Jubilee Year Pilgrimage Site with an
opportunity to enroll in the Brown Scapular Confraternity
on Saturday December 6 at Basilica of St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton, Emmitsburg. Bring your Brown Scapular. Bring
your lunch. Beginning at 9:15 with Morning Prayer, there
will be Mass, meditation, adoration, and praying the
Carmelite six-decade Rosary. Friar Father Salvatore OCD
and Deacon John will offer spiritual talks. There will be
opportunities for confession. A goodwill offering of $10 is
requested. Contact Ken Vaughan, kvaughan@doc.org.

St Joe’s Sweats for Vets

SIS is joining forces with the Animal Health Clinic of
Funkstown, employer of an SJS parent; VFW Post 1177 in
Leesburg, VA; the Ancient Order of Hibernians; and
Knights of Columbus Council 12791 in Potomac Falls, VA,
to collect sweat suits for veterans hospitalized at the
Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Martinsburg. If you
would like to participate in Sweats for Vets, please bring
NEW sweat suits (solid colors and sets preferred) in sizes
men’s XL to 4XL and women’s L-XL to the school office
(110 E. Stephen St.) through Friday, Dec 19. New athletic
socks and gloves would also be appreciated.

Please do not wrap the items, but instead tie each set
with a Christmas ribbon; attach a label, if you would like.
Monetary donations also will be accepted in the form of
checks written to VFW Post 1177 with “Sweats for Vets”
written on the memo line. The sweats will be sorted at
VFW Post 1177 on Dec 26 and delivered to the Martins-
burg VAMC on Jan 24, 2026.

"I WANT TO SAVE YOU MONEY

\\ Contact me today to switch

INSURANCE OUTFITTERS
Locally Inspired Insurance® Since March 3, 1989

H Erie _
Al Insurance

Above all in SERvICE

Call me today!
MISSIZEN:ADVICE

\ Tom Naiden vBA, crP:
304-870-4200
MissionAdvice.com

Misslon:Advice LLC (DBA Misslon:Advice)
Is a West Virginlia Reglstered Investment Advisor.

7866 Martinsburg Pike, Shepherdstown, West Virginia 25443

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

Good Shepherd Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers (GSIVC)
is a local nonprofit dedicated to empowering community
members—especially those facing health challenges and
mobility limitations—by connecting them with caring
volunteers. While there is no direct charge to clients, it
requires significant resources. Their services include
transportation to appointments, assistance with grocery
shopping, companionship, and providing gently-used
medical equipment. They welcome donations of gently-
used equipment, as well: wheelchairs, walkers, crutches,
bedside commodes, canes, shower chairs, and more.

If you or someone you know is in need of equipment or
assistance, please reach out to GSIVC. In addition, if you
are interested in volunteering or donating items, contact
Good Shepherd Caregivers at 304-876-3325 or visit
https://www.gsivc.org/.

Open Positions at Saint Joseph’s School

SIS is seeking to fill these positions:

= Full-Time Middle-High School Theology Teacher
= Substitutes and Aides for Ages Toddler to Grade 9
To send in a resume, contact Principal Maria Byrd at
mbyrd@sjswv.org. View the job listing on Indeed or
contact the Saint Joseph’s Parish Office.

Homebound Ministry

For any parishioners with needs for assistance in things
such as getting groceries, rides to doctors/pharmacies,
etc., our HOMEBOUND MINISTRY is willing to help.
Please contact Judy Lilga (301-432-2276) for info or to
volunteer.
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304-264-1832
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Sid Sponaugle
304-671-7761

Residential Shingle Roofs
GAF Certified

Myers Hill
& Associates
Estate Planning & Elder Law
299 Rock Cliff Drive
Martinsburg, WV

304-620-0756
Mowing, Land clearing,
Hardscaping, Demolition,
Mulching, Junk removal,
Leveling/Grading, Planting,
Gravel drive install/repair,

WV000540 304-263-9099
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Schmitt Construction Company

James A. Schmitt

* Graphic Design
and Consulting
* Photo Restoration

* 35mm Slide/Negative
Scanning
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304-839-8285

Residential & Commercial

e

Specializing in cruises and tours
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ARNOLD & BAILEY
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

304 725-2002

WWW.ARNOLDANDBAILEY.COM
S. ANDREW ARNOLD, ESQ.

2o
%
[ %ume Alan Norton, LIC
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SACRED ART

TV ACTION

Preservation-Ecumenical
_ Multi-Cultural
Using the Arts as prayer
& personal expression.
All' ages, walks of life &
skill levels
sacredartinaction.org

adults, teens, children & couples

Robyn Harrison-Taft, wa,Lpc, Ncc
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InfoTech Services

Training, data
organization,
security, backups,
and more
Scott & Rosanne Hutton

304.725.2617
training@mindcross.com
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123 N. Charles St, Charles Town
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STATE FARM® INSURANCE AGENT

Tammy Sirbaugh, CLU
217 Oak Lee Dr, Suite 2A
Ranson, WV 25438
www.tammysirbaugh.com
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