T

it

I
\ & N

| W\ A ‘ |

. on W
A— Y
\“

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others.

We rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments.

We welcome the opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.

Pastoral Contacts

Pastor: Rev. Andrew M. Switzer
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. T. Mathew Rowgh
Assistant Administrator: Beth Yates
Accounting: Lizzie Lowe
Associate of Liturgy Ministry: Helen Harris
Associate of Music Ministry: Elaine Rendler-McQueeney
Office Secretary: Amy Fresch

Pastoral Council

Connie Bonner ~ Gerry Fitzgerald ~ Bassell Franks
Heather Garcia ~ Patrick Green ~ Colin Hayden
Cate Hershey ~ Blanche Landry
Brendan Jarrell ~ Vanessa Santiago

Finance Council

Steve Bledsoe ~ Carmela Cesare
Mike Drewes ~ Mike Keefe
Sue Kemnitzer ~ Arnold Thomas

November 30, 2025

St. Agnes Church
200 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown

St. Agnes Parish Office
106 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown
P.0. Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443
Telephone: 304-876-6436
Email: Office@StAgnesShepherdstown.org
www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org

St. Agnes Chapel
204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Sunday Readings
Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:37-44

First Sunday of Advent


http://www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org

Weekly Schedule
Weekend Mass
Saturday, 5:30pm
Sunday, 8am and 10:30am

Weekday Mass
Monday and Wednesday, 11am

Reconciliation: Saturday, 4:30pm
Parish Office: Monday thru Friday 9am-4pm
Cash Card Sales: During parish office hours (call first)

The Week at 3 Glance...

JHS JROTC Shoe & Coat Fund Collection after
all Masses (Last Chance!)

Sat
Nov 29

e First Sunday of Advent
e No CFF, AFF, Youth Group
e OCIA 12noon

Sun
Nov 30

Mon

Dec1 Scripture Sharing Zoom 12noon

Wed

Dec3 I Synodal Discussion with Fr Andy 12noon

sat |® Garden Group Making Suet Cakes 9am
Dec6 | Perpetual Memorial Mass 5:30pm

e 2nd Sunday of Advent

e CFF, AFF, Youth Group 9:15am

sun |®* Landscape Meeting 9:15am

Dec 7 |o Stewart Baptism 10:30am

Jesse Tree Gifts (with Tags) Due by 12noon
OCIA 12noon

Youth-Crafted Advent Wreaths

We will be making Advent wreaths with flameless votive
candles for Advent for the homebound. If you know
someone who is homebound or in a nursing home that
would enjoy a wreath, please contact the Parish office.

SFD Community Christmas Dinner

The Shepherdstown Volunteer Fire Department (SFD) will
be having its annual free Community Christmas Dinner on
Sunday, December 7th from 12noon—3pm. They will
provide a free dinner to all who attend as a gift for those
who have supported their organization.

There will be a special guest—Santa Claus!— so bring
your camera; there will also be free gifts for all children,
as well as fire safety literature and displays.

The event is for all ages, you wont want to miss it! Join
the community at the SFD, located at 8052 Martinsburg
Pike.

Memorial Christmas Flowers
Parishioners may memorialize our Christmas season
decorations. Memorials will be listed in our Christmas
bulletin. Complete an envelope, found on the Narthex
table or included in your monthly envelope mailing, and
mail or place it in the offertory basket by Wednesday,
December 17th.

Mass Intentions

Saturday, 5:30pm for
Claire Williamson
-~
Sunday, 8am for
John McNamee
May Claire and John share
in the fullness of God’s mercy and peace.

Remember in Prayer

Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill, especially
Mary Martha Selove (aunt of Beth Yates), Ann Morris
(sister of Georgette Rush), Jerry Blair (friend of the
Stewart family), Walter Francis Smallwood (father of
Jackie Gore), Nancy Curry, Mike Vojtasko, Pat Merhaut,
and Ron Mancini (son-in-law of Bob and Martha Rizzo).
Names are placed in the bulletin for one month then
moved onto the 2nd Friday prayer list and are
remembered in prayer each month.

Advent Thoughts

“A prison cell, in which one waits, hopes - and is com-
pletely dependent on the fact that the door of freedom
has to be opened from the outside, is not a bad picture of
Advent” - Dietrich Bonhoeffer, God is in the Manger:
Reflections on Advent and Christmas.

Special Advent Canned Goods Drive

This Advent, we are inviting everyone, especially our
children, to bring nonperishable food items forward at
Mass during the offertory and set them by the Altar to
remind us that Eucharist calls us to thanksgiving and
generous hearts to respond to the needs of our brothers
and sisters and be a healing presence in our world.

Jesse Tree Project—Due Next Weekend!
The annual gift program for Advent is in full swing.

To participate in the program, simply take a tag from the
wreath. If the tag is for a gift, the tag will provide more
information to help you select an appropriate gift for the
person. If the tag is for a $25 donation, the donation will
be used to purchase gift card through St Agnes’ gift card
program. Monetary donations may be placed in the
collection basket by the wreaths or the offertory basket
during Mass (please designate the donation for the Jesse
Tree Project on the check memo line or by putting the
donation in an envelope labeled as such). Donated gifts
(with the tag attached) should be wrapped and dropped
off at the Parish Center or left in the Narthex by the
wreaths. All gift tags must be received back with the
donated item by 12noon, Sunday, December 7.

Any questions? Please contact any of our committee
members: Katie Hershey, Anna Bledsoe, Tera Lynn Gray,
Gretchen Matz or Steve Bledsoe. Many thanks for your
generosity!



Adventby Pamela Cranston

Look how long

the weary world waited,
locked in its lonely cell,
quilty as a prisoner.

As you can imagine,

it sang and whistled in the dark.

It hoped. It paced and puttered about,
tidying its little piles of inconsequence.

It wept from the weight of ennui,
draped like shackles on its wrists.

It raged and wailed against the walls
of its own plight.

But there was nothing
the world could do

to find its own freedom.
The door was shut tight.

It could only be opened
from the outside.

Who could believe the latch

would be turned by a pink flower —
the tiny hand

of a newborn baby?

Help our Garden Group Feed the Birds!

The Garden Group will be at the Parish Center on
December 6 starting at 9am to make suet cakes to feed
our bird neighbors for the winter. All are welcome to join
us!

Cash Cards Make Great Gifts

Cash cards make wonderful gifts: family, friends, the mail
carrier, teachers, most anyone! We carry a pretty wide
selection in the office and can also place special orders.
This program has brought in thousands of dollars for St
Agnes over the years. It costs you nothing extra to
purchase your cash cards through St Agnes! Call the office
for information on which cards are available, or find the
cash card table after most Masses! Orders must be in by
Sunday, December 14, 2025 for delivery by Christmas!

Music Notes: Advent/Christmas Choir

Liturgical ministries are not holy unto themselves. They
are a way for us to become holy, no questions asked.
Learn more about our faith through music and its
relationship to liturgy. The only requirements for music
ministry? You can carry a tune and enjoy people and
singing—the rest will happen! Rehearsals begin on the
First Sunday of Advent (November 30), 9:15-10:10am
and we sing the 10:30am Mass until Christmas and then
Christmas Feasts until Epiphany. Contact Elaine Rendler
before or after any of the Masses or contact the parish
center. All are welcome!

Preparing for Advent—November 30

Advent Communal Reconciliation Service will be
celebrated on Saturday, December 13th at 4pm.

Advent Reflection Books** will help you explore the
depths of Scripture and deepen your relationship with
Christ. They help us to spend some quiet time with the
Lord each day. These Little Blue Books can be found in
the Narthex. The books can also be downloaded onto
your phone or e-reader. Check out their website at
https://littlebooks.org/seasonal-books/advent-christmas-
season.

At Home with the Word** This is your guide to a deeper
understanding of the Sunday scriptures. It provides the
readings for this liturgical year, along with insights from
scripture scholars, and action steps. It also includes
prayers, citations for weekday readings, and other
resources for scripture study. You can pick up your copy
of At Home with the Word in the Narthex or at the Parish
Center.

Advent Wreaths & Candles** are available in the
Narthex.

**A donation envelope is included with each item which
can simply be placed in the offertory basket.

Catholic Charities WV Pantry Needs

Our local Catholic Charities is always in need of personal
care items for their clients: bleach tablets, laundry pods,
13 gal trash bags, small bottles dish soap (Dawn), bar
bath soap (no strong scented soaps like Zest or Irish
Spring—preferably Dove unscented), shampoo/
conditioner/body wash (3-in-1 ok, Arm & Hammer),
toothpaste (travel-size), toothbrushes, deodorant (mens
& womens, unscented), cleaning supplies (i.e. Fabuloso),
toilet paper, wipes (indiv. packets), razors, shaving
cream, and individual travel-sized packs of Q-Tips/tissue
packs/combs. They are in desperate need of hats,
gloves, and socks (for men and women).
Drop off items: Catholic Charities West Virginia
224 South Queen Street  Martinsburg, WV 25401

JHS JROTC Shoe & Coat Fund

One of our Saint Agnes youth, a member of Jefferson
High School’s Junior ROTC, will be in front of the church
collecting for the Jefferson County Shoe and Coat Fund
after each Mass this weekend. This is the final weekend
for this collection.

The Shoe and Coat Fund provides clothing for children
in need within our community. 100% of the funds
collected go directly toward purchasing these items. A
standard outfit costs approximately one hundred
dollars, not including a warm winter coat. Many children
require multiple outfits, and some families have several
children in need. Your generosity will make a meaning-
ful difference. Cash or check donations are accepted.

Please make checks payable to Jefferson High School
with JROTC Shoe & Coat Fund noted in the memo line.



https://littlebooks.org/seasonal-books/advent-christmas-season
https://littlebooks.org/seasonal-books/advent-christmas-season

Kolofata 5&10 Sale

Thanks to everyone who bought raffle tickets and
shopped and made our two weekends such a success.
Most of all, thanks to our talented artisans who donated
their crafts. This fundraiser literally could not have
happened without their generosity! When you see them,
please thank them: Marie Botsford, Regenia Carder, Fred
Dubay, Bob Schwarzhoff, Maria Stewart, Christine
Wiegman, and Jan Yates - who organized the raffle and
donated the beautiful 12 Days of Christmas quilt and the
array of placemats, cozies, and more!

And a special thanks to our volunteer sales crew who
gave up two weekends to serve you, our fellow
parishioners!

WEe’'ll provide the fundraising totals next weekend along
with our “win, win” “all’s well that ends well” raffle story.

One Thousand Pounds of Food!

In November, 1,092 pounds of food donated by you and
our friends at Food Lion, was collected by the Matthew
25 Crew and taken to JCCM and Shepherdstown Shares.
Thank you and remember that on the third weekend of
each month the donations from St. Agnes are taken to
Shepherdstown Shares.

Book Discussion Group—Dec 19

December 19, 2025

Parish Center— 11 am
Each December, we select an uplifting book for our
Advent read. Fr. Greg Boyle, SJ always provides hope and
humor along with some sadness. His books are always
unforgettable. This December we will be reading Cher-
ished Belonging: The Healing Power of Love in Divided
Times by Fr. Greg Boyle, SJ. Please join us!

Email and Texting Scams Alert

All too frequently we hear from parishioners who have
received emails or texts from someone posing as Fr Andy,
Fr Mat, or even another parishioner. No one, not Fr Andy,
Fr Mat, nor St. Agnes staff, will ever write to you person-
ally asking for 'favors' or to request for you to make a
purchase or send money.

Always look closely at the sender’s email address.
Emails from St. Agnes always come from emails ending
with @StAgnesShepherdstown.org. Emails from Fr. Andy
will be from aswitzer@dwc.org ONLY. These scammers
are very crafty and often make some very slight
variation on the actual email address, so you have to
look very carefully.

If you receive such an email, simply delete it. Be aware
that email scams, phishing, and more, are part of our
digital world. To protect yourself, it's important that you
learn how to recognize these scams.

For more information on how to improve your virtual

safety, check out https://us.norton.com/blog/how-to/
how-to-protect-against-phishing

Chesapeake Bay Trust
Track 3 Grant Update

Recall that this grant springboards from our Track 2 grant
from the Trust wherein we developed a stormwater
management design with the Thrasher Group to improve
our handling of stormwater on the St Agnes campus that
impacts not only our neighbors who experience flooding
in major rain events, but also the Chesapeake Bay. The
Track 3 award allows us to implement the plan which
includes redirection of the downspouts from the church’s
south roof to the upper pond, creation of a bioswale to
catch runoff and direct it to the upper pond, and
reconfiguration of the outlet structures on both the
upper and main ponds to accommodate larger volumes
of stormwater.

Our Grant Group (Mike Drewes, Judy Lilga, Sue Kem-
nitzer, Fanny Smith, Greg Welter, Beth Yates, and Fr
Andy) have been diligently working with our engineers,
The Thrasher Group, as well as Josephine Saikali from
Region 9. The team is incredibly grateful to John Reardon,
Director of Buildings and Properties for the diocese, for
his participation and guidance throughout the process.
This coming week, we will begin advertising for bids from
contractors in order to move forward on this project.
Acknowledgements:

The United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region 3, Chesapeake Bay Program, West Virginia
Department of Environmental Protection, and the
Chesapeake Bay Trust contributed to funding for these
projects. This project had been funded wholly or in part
by the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) under assistance agreement 41-95300301-2 to the
West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection
(WVDEP). The contents of this document do not neces-
sarily reflect the views and policies of the EPA, nor does
the EPA endorse trade names or recommend the use of

&\ Chesapeake
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The Heritage Free Will Baptist Church runs a Clothes
Closet in the building behind their meeting space, run by
a nice couple, Buddy and Donna, and their able assistant,
Sherry. All labor is volunteer.

Location: 2395 Middleway Pike, Bunker Hill, WV 25413
Drop-off: Tuesdays from 1-5PM, Thursdays 1-6PM.

Open for families to pick up items: 1st and 3rd Saturdays
of each month from 9am-12noon.

They accept all clothing, some household items, hats,
shoes, and toys — all sizes from infants to XXX. Donations
can be on hangers or folded in bags. Clothes go directly to
those in need of them — free of charge.

Each Saturday they average from 55-65 families served. In

addition, they take cash donations and these are used to
purchase toiletries, also given at no charge.


https://us.norton.com/blog/how-to/how-to-protect-against-phishing
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Volunteering
and VIRTUS Training

: Volunteering: The church is always looking
. for volunteers. It is our way to demonstrate

- faith in action! Advent (the beginning of the

- Liturgical year is a great time to begin

: volunteering if you are new to volunteering at
: church.

- What is the purpose of VIRTUS? The

- VIRTUS program is designed to educate

- individuals to help them protect the vulnera-
: ble in the community. The program helps

. people know what resources are available to
: get help and educates people to know how to :
- gently care for victims of abuse.

- Does everyone need to be VIRTUS trained :
: to Volunteer? With the changes to VIRTUS

. some ministries no longer need to be

- VIRTUS trained yet some still do.

- All volunteers who have direct contact or

: prolonged contact with minors are :
: required to be VIRTUS trained as required by :
. the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston. Forms

- are located in the church narthex and the

- parish center on how to complete this

: process. All parents are encouraged to be

. VIRTUS trained. If you have been trained in

: the past, you must have the latest training

- Version 4.0 to be considered fully compliant.

: Ministries that are NOT required to complete

: VIRTUS training are Eucharist ministers,

. Lectors, Money Counters, Cantors, Funeral

f luncheon volunteers, and volunteers that

. provide maintenance services in the parish.

: Volunteers that work directly or have pro- :
- longed contact with minors will be required to :
: update their VIRTUS every three years. .
- Background checks need to be renewed

: every 3 years. For example, choir members
: need to be VIRTUS trained if there are youth :
: (under 18) in the choir or there are youth

- musicians. There are many intricacies for

: who needs VIRTUS trained.

: For additional information of if you have
. additional questions please email:
: formation@stagnesshepherdstown.org

: You can also reach out to Beth at the parish

. center during normal business hours or

. contact Helen Harris or one of the Mass :
- Coordinators for opportunities to volunteer for :
: one of the Liturgical Ministries. :

- GORY!
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First Sunday of Advent

This Sunday’s Gospel
Matthew 24:37-44

November 30, 2025

Prayer for the First Week of Advent
“Lord God, let your blessing be on us as we light the can-

dles of this wreath. May the wreath and its light be a sign

of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation. May he come

quickly and not delay. We ask this through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen”

6 W

What is an Advent Wreath?

https://youtu.be/eCOFGQLBp7w
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Keeping the Ten Commandments Every Day 3 1 6 4

1. 1 AM THE LORD YOUR Goo:\-.,
YOU SHALL NOT HAVE 6. YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT

STRANGE GODS BEFORE ME. ADULTERY.
2. YOU SHALL NOT TAKE THE 7. YOU SHALL NOT STEAL.

-
(@)} 1) BN B ()
—h

::I;f: : :I:E LORDATOUR 8. YOU SHALL NOT BEAR 4 7 1
. FALSE WITNESS AGAINST
3. REMEMBER TO KEEP HOLY YOUR NEIGHBOR.
THE LORD'S DAY. O, T R 6 3
4. HONOR YOUR FATHER AND YOUR NEIGHBOR'S WIFE.
YOUR MOTHER.

10. YOU SHALL NOT COVET

5. YOU SHALL NOT KILL. YOUR NEIGHBOR'S GOODS.

Applying the Commandments

Read the situations described below. Decide which commandment
applies to each situation. Then put a check in the column that indicates
if the situation involves keeping or breaking the commandment.

Situation

1. Urging little kids not to throw stones at a turtle they caught

The first candle
of advent

2. Not repeating a rumor you heard about a classmate

3. Attending Sunday Mass with your family and then helping prepare
a big Sunday brunch

5
y | HOPE:
0
P
E

4. Qvercharging your neighbor by telling him it took three hours to
weed the flower bed when it only took two

. Rl P e L o o o Pl il el el el ol ol e

5. Using Jesus’ name to express your anger l;’:u\ A A A A A A A A R A A RANANAYA) ..\;
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) ] i ) “~ Advent in 2 Minutes o~

6. Cutting your grandparent’s grass while your dad paints their porch ne . . ne
©o Video Link: &

. . . . o o

7. gavmg b:_d feelmbgi 1owarﬁ your {tr;\endhbegause you think you o https://voutu.be/ o
eserve his new bike much more than he does e »

— : - & eCOFGQLBp7w &

8. Beginning each day with the thought that everything you do that o o
day will help spread God’s kingdom FOSPOW RO ONP PO ONF O NP A NP A At et g
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CFF, AFF, Youth Group,
& Family News

HAPPY ADVENT!

CFF is well underway but it is never too late to begin
attending. Our CFF Religious Education occurs in
the Parish Center every Sunday at 9:15am between
the 8am and 10:30am Masses. The program has
opportunities from Pre-K through adult. All are
welcome to learn more about the Catholic faith. Fr.
Andy’s adult class is a favorite among parishioners.
There is always good discussion and great fellow-
ship. Drop in and experience it yourself. In addition, if
you are not Catholic and wish to explore more about
Catholicism, we offer OCIA classes.

There will be no CFF this weekend, November 30
for the Thanksgiving holiday.

As we begin Advent, we are encouraging people to
bring canned (non-perishable) goods to help those in
need. We are asking that these gifts be brought up to
the altar during the offertory. We are encouraging our
children to participate in this ministry as well! Adults
who bring canned goods are welcome to ask a child
to take theirs up to the altar so as to help cultivate
the Intergenerational aspect of our Catholic Faith.

December events:

December 7th: Required Diocesan Safety Lesson
needs to be completed. Youth group will be working
on preparing ornaments for the younger children.
December 14th: Practice for the Christmas Program.
(9:20am) and preparing ornaments for Fr. Andy’s
tree.

December 21st: Practice for Christmas Program
(9:15am) and Decorating Fr. Andy’s Tree. All the
children in the St. Agnes Community are invited to be
part of the program. We simply ask that they come to
the practices.

Parents should have received the long awaited CFF
yearly calendar via email this past week. Sorry for
the delay. If you did not receive the calendar please
contact formation@stagnesshepherdstown.org to
make sure your email is on the distribution list. The
calendar events will also be posted in the monthly
calendar online and in the bulletin at the beginning of
each month. Hard copies of the calendar can be
found in church Narthex and the parish center.

For additional information or questions, please email:
formation@stagnesshepherdstown.org
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November 30

Feast of St. Andrew the Apostle

St. Andrew was the first
disciple of Jesus.

He preached the teachings
of Jesus around the globe.
He was crucified in 60 AD
by the order of Roman
Emperor Aegeas.

His crucifixion took place
on an X-shaped cross in
Greece, hence the symbol.
St. Andrew is the patron
saint of Scotland.
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Fa
1% Sunday of Advent

Guide

The Gospel at Home

This Week's Gospel: Matthew 24:37-44
The Church’s three-year cycle of Lectionary
readings begins again on the first Sunday of
Advent. We start reading from Year A, which 1s
orgamized around Matthew's Gospel. The prophet
Ismah’s words are used prominently in Adwvent.
They are read as the First Reading each week and
are quated by Matthew 1o the Gospels. We begin
the new Church year by hearing Jesus speak of has
coming in glory. He cautions us always to be ready
for him and to live each day in the hight of God.

Exploring the Gospel Message
m :Fn.'sd\u-ul:l: Your child's lesson thas week

features an Advent wreath on the cover. Ower the next
fonar weeks, there will be 2 Hame tocut oot and paste
on I‘J:-L \'.'rl:l:h A "I:L 'T‘.'L'“ \'«'m'ﬂlh hl:l::‘.ll.':]ll:l.' ||11|1|i|'|'l.'l.|
where your chibd can see and reach it i order to paste

a new fame each Sunday after Mass. Talk with your
fhil.ll illt:‘.ll hl:l“' bR fl:ll.'hfﬂll.' h.'“ ar I'||.'r HT"J:’:L\' ill'l.l.l
relate that to preparing for the birtheday of e,

m {Grades K-1): Your chald made a sample
Advent calendar in class thes week. Display the
calendar and open one panel each Sunday leading

up ko Christmas. The I.'LIM. learned different ways to
prepure for Chnstmas. Ask your chald o share some of
these ways. Help your child chasose one or two things
o do for Advent. L:':irl.-_q the |1i|.1||r|.': asa gl.lin|¢',:|'|.'|.||.||.'st
that your child tell you the story, *The Video Game
Problem.” Discuss what choices Frank coubd have
made = he could have spent time with his famaly.

{Grades 2-3): In class this week, your
chuld reviewed the Ten Commandments. Talk wath
h.'ll'l'l ar l'l.t'r ill'hll.lt I'll:l“' b Ii Ve lI'lI.' Cammamant Ilnl.'l'l.lh.
The dass alse performed a play to bearn about the
prophet Isaah. The words of Lasah are used during
Audvent and Christmas. Ask your chald to vell you how
Isamah spoke for God. Talk about ways your famly
can be ready for the coming of Jesus at Christmas.

1-5th Commandment, Keeping; 2-8th
Commandment, Keeping; 3-3rd Com-
mandment, Keeping; 4-7th Command-
ment, Breaking; 5-2nd Commandment,
Breaking; 6-4th Commandment, Keeping;
7-10th Commandment, Breaking 8-1st

Commandment, Keeping
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{Grades 4-i): At the beginning of this
new Church year, hook together at the liturgical
year calendar in your young person’s lessan booklet.
Talk about the mmportance of following the life
of Jesus throughout the year. Your youngster also
learned about the prophet Isazah. Have your child
share Isaiah's vision with the family and discuss why
peaice 15 a necessary goal for everyone. [n preparng
for Chrstrmas, plan things i do as a family. Use the
Week | Calendar List in the lesson booklet to give
o sdeas for this coming week.

Crrad In class this week, the
young people considered how they could make
Jesus” barth meaningful during this Advene. Asa
Fil".'l |I.'| .I:lril il'l.ﬁl' rm i l'ti vibaes thill W |I.I I'll.'l.l.'l I"ri'FlilTI.'
your family’s hearts and home for Chrastmas.

:"ajil kl.' sure w I:lill Yo fl:l' W hin ||'| s r{'ﬂli‘tif. ‘..'::ll.'lr
YOUnEsier can ‘h:m' SO llt. |I:l|.' il.lt'ilh ||15f|.15M'||

in class. Use a large format calendar to record the
Jl.'ti \'illl.'h YiMLr t‘illnil.'-' |.'|:l|'|'l|.'||.|.'ll.'5¢. .'1I.|I".'L'|'|.| i‘ JI S0
reminder of Christ’s Second Coming.

Pray Together

Plan to have a famly Advent wreath. The wreath
traditromally has three purple candles and one pink,
st four, all-white candles wall do. During the firse
week of Advent, light one candle each evening.
[]lur:lng the second week, |ig|'||: twri ||||:r:||:|j; the third
week, light three. If you have colored candles, the
third week is for the pank candle. All fowr candles
will be li n||.1ri|1.g the fourth week. R:l'!.' a prayer that
showrs b you are excited for Jesus’ coming. [t can
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Make the Most of Your Year-End Giving

As we approach the end of the year, we encourage all parishioners to prayerfully consider making their gift now —
while current tax advantages for charitable giving are still in place.
Federal legislation is expected to bring significant changes to charitable tax deductions beginning in 2026. Here’s what

donors should know:

For 2025: If you itemize deductions, charitable gifts to qualified organizations may reduce your taxable income.

Starting in 2026:

e A new “above-the-line” deduction will allow cash gifts up to $1,000 (individual) or $2,000 (joint filers), even if you

don’t itemize.

e Foritemizers, only contributions exceeding 0.5% of adjusted gross income (AGI) may be deductible.
e The tax benefit for higher-income donors will be capped at 35¢ per dollar donated, regardless of tax bracket.

What this means for you:

If you are considering a year-end contribution, giving before December 31, 2025 may allow you to receive the full

benefit of current charitable-giving rules.

Also, in recognition of the Jubilee Holy Year, the diocese has reduced the monies each parish pays to the diocese in
assessments for the Cathedraticum and Priests Health and Retirement Association (PHRA) from 3% and 6%, respective-
ly, to 0% and 4% respectively. Clearly the reduction from a total of 9% down to a total of 4% is pretty significant and
keeps 5% more of our contributions at St Agnes through the end of 2025.

We encourage you to consult your tax advisor to determine what’s best for your situation. Thank you for your contin-
ued generosity — your gifts make a real difference in advancing the mission of our Church.

Support the Meal Ministry

For over 15 years, St Agnes parishioners prepare and
serve a hot meal each Wednesday night in Charles Town,
WV. We are seeing an increased need in the community
and are serving between 60-70 meals each week. This
Thanksgiving and Advent season is an ideal to time to
support our ministry in one of the following ways:

1. Donate to the ministry. St Agnes provides all paper
products and $175 to each group who cooks which
allows us to provide delicious home cooked meals.
This fall we have served BBQ chicken sandwiches,
broccoli and cheese, potatoes; tuna casserole, corn,
biscuits; grilled meats, potatoes, green beans. We
also provide water and dessert.

2. Join our ministry. Youth, individuals, and families can
all volunteer. Youth cook a meal the 3rd Sunday of
each month; individuals and families can join an
existing team or create a new one.

Contact the Parish Center office for more information on

donating. If you'd like to help the Sunday youth cooking

team, please contact joeyates47 @gmail.com. If you'd like
to help with Wednesday night meals, please contact
katedidden@gmail.com.

JCCM Food Pantry Needs

FOOD: Spaghetti sauce/pasta, ramen, crackers, canned
meat (chicken, spam, ham, tuna), canned veg (not green
beans/corn), hearty soups, canned pastas (Spaghetti-o’s,
ravioli, etc.), canned chili, canned fruit, cereal, mashed
potatoes, jelly/jam, peanut butter, sugar

HOUSEHOLD & HYGIENE ITEMS: Laundry detergent, dish

soap, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, deodorant, copy
paper, paper towels, toilet paper, feminine hygiene items

KoC Christmas Party

The Knights of Columbus are extending an open invitation
to any Catholic men, who may be interested in joining our
organization. Our annual Christmas party is on December
9th at 6:30pm. If you would like to learn more about the
Knights, you are welcome. The meeting will be held in the
large room in the Parish Center.

Mary’s Refuge Reverse Advent Calendar

Mary’s Refuge invites everyone to join them in a month of
giving with their Reverse Advent Calendar. Available on
their website, the calendar lists items for each day that
we can all collect for young mothers and babies. Visit
https://marysrefuge.com/advent/ for more information
and to download the calendar. There is a Pack ‘N’ Play
collection station in the parish center for donations.

Adult Faith Formation (AFF) Classes

Fr Andy is again working with our Adult Faith Formation
Class this year. Classes occur simultaneously with CFF at
9:15am on Sundays in the Parish Center. All are welcome!

Registration forms (also used to collect topics of interest
for the discussions) are available in the Narthex of the
church and the Parish Center. Hope to see you there!

Shepherdstown Shares Needs

FOOD: Regular ground coffee, regular tea bags, brown
rice, pasta sauces, ramen noodles (not the cups of soup),
small applesauce cups (unsweetened), snacks, crackers
(i.e. Ritz or saltines), milk (%gal or full, whole or 2%),
canned fruit, canned soup, diabetic-friendly Items (candy,
pudding/Jell-o, applesauce)

HOUSEHOLD & HYGIENE ITEMS: Snack and sandwich-size
Ziploc bags, sturdy paper bags (especially with handles),
cat food—huge need, toilet paper, baby wipes, cat litter
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IRA Charitable Gifts

A gift through your IRA is a great way to support St Agnes. Here is some information on how you can maximize your

giving in 2025:
IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD)

e Donors age 70% or older may make a gift of any amount, up to $105,000 per individual (210,000 for couples with
individual IRA accounts), from your IRA without paying income tax on the donated amount.

e For donors who have a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD), making a gift directly from your IRA to St. Agnes can
be counted toward satisfying your RMD for the year, as long as certain rules are met.

e In addition to the benefits of giving to charity, a QCD excludes the amount donated from taxable income, which is
unlike regular withdrawals from an IRA. Keeping your taxable income lower may reduce the impact to certain tax
credits and deductions, including Social Security and Medicare.

e QCDs don't require that you itemize, which due to the recent tax law changes, means you may decide to take
advantage of the higher standard deduction, but still use a QCD for charitable giving.

e Funds should be transferred directly from the donor’s financial institution to St. Agnes.

Thank you for supporting St Agnes!

This information is not intended as legal, accounting, or financial advice. Please consult with your tax, legal, and
financial advisors to determine whether this or other gift plans are applicable to your tax and financial needs.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (formerly RCIA)
sessions are on Sundays following the 10:30am Mass from
12Noon-1pm in the church lobby, lunch provided. OCIA is
for those interested in learning about the Catholic faith to
discern if they might want to be professed members. If
interested in learning more or joining, please call the parish
office or meet the OCIA team after the 10:30am Mass.

Year-End Giving

If you would like to make a year-end gift to St. Agnes for
2024 Tax purposes, please be sure to write your check by
December 31, 2025! Solemnity of Mary donations will be
processed in 2026. Please take note of the IRA charitable
giving information above!

A Note for Our Lectors
Your 2026 lector workbooks are in the church Narthex.

KoC Coats for Kids Campaign Extended

St. Agnes Knights of Columbus will begin accepting
donations through November 30th for their Coats for
Kids campaign. We are asking the church and the
community to donate whatever they can towards the
purchase of coats. Last year, the Knights gave 244 new
coats to students in Jefferson County Schools, Berkeley
County Schools, the Salvation Army, and the Boys & Girls
Clubs. Donations totaled $2,500.

Cash or check in any amount made out to St. Agnes KoC
can be mailed to St. Agnes Church at PO Box 1603,
Shepherdstown, WV 25443 or to Bob Rizzo at PO Box
1143 Shepherdstown, WV 25443, For more info, please
contact Bob Rizzo at (304) 676-5687.

Parish Financial Activity

Collections - Last Week

Offertory Collections $9,730
Monthly Mortgage Assistance $651
Total (Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance) $10,381
Weekly Target (offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance) $13,500
Total Collection Compared to Target ¢ -$3,119
Tithe to help those in need $973

(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)

Supporting our St. Agnes community is easy!
Just go to the “Giving” button at the top of our website
homepage or use the QR code at the right to make a one-
time or recurring gift. Any amount is a valued contribution
towards our ministry. Thank you!

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe
Environment in accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young People. To Report Suspected
Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston encourages reporting to civil authorities first and fore-
most if a crime has been committed. We also encourage utilizing
www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in
the U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in
sexual misconduct, please contact civil authorities in the applica-
ble jurisdiction and visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report
to Civil Authorities: Contact your local law enforcement; numbers
will vary based on your location. If you believe someone is in
immediate danger, call 911. To confidentially report any incidence
of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse, con-
tact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child
Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at
800.352.6513. To Report to Diocesan Authorities: In addition to
civil authorities, the diocese encourages reporting to the appropri-
ate church authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse
of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to
the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr.
Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext.
270. You may also call the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment at
304.230.1504. In addition to the methods listed above for re-
porting sexual abuse, the Diocese also has partnered with Navex
Global to offer the EthicsPoint platform to report other, additional
concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and personal
misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the
Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in West Virginia. The
EthicsPoint platform can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under
“Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or by calling
844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third-party reporting system that
reports to civil authorities where applicable and Diocesan authori-
ties, and the identity of the person reporting is protected.




Literacy Volunteers Needed

Our Adult Learning Centers are in search of
reliable, responsible, dedicated volunteers to
join our team and help us to continue to
provide outstanding programs, services, and
special events through our literacy volunteers
programming. There are a variety of volun-
teer needs available in Berkeley & Jefferson
counties.Please email info@LVEP-WV.com or
visit their website: https://Ilvep-wv.org/.

Scripture Sharing Zoom

Our Scripture Sharing group continues to
meet via Zoom (link is on the website events
calendar) on Mondays at 12noon (except
major holidays). All are welcome!

2nd Friday Prayer Group

A list has begun for the 2nd Friday in Decem-
ber. If you have names to add or if you would
like to join the group, contact Judy Lilga: 301-
432-2276 or jslilga8@gmail.com.

Advent Retreat Day

Carmelite Seculars is offering an Advent Day Retreat to
Honor Our Blessed Mother led by a Carmelite Friar at an
Official 2025 Jubilee Year Pilgrimage Site with an
opportunity to enroll in the Brown Scapular Confraternity
on Saturday December 6 at Basilica of St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton, Emmitsburg. Bring your Brown Scapular. Bring
your lunch. Beginning at 9:15 with Morning Prayer, there
will be Mass, meditation, adoration, and praying the
Carmelite six-decade Rosary. Friar Father Salvatore OCD
and Deacon John will offer spiritual talks. There will be
opportunities for confession. A goodwill offering of $10 is
requested. Contact Ken Vaughan, kvaughan@doc.org.

St Joe’s Sweats for Vets

SIS is joining forces with the Animal Health Clinic of
Funkstown, employer of an SJS parent; VFW Post 1177 in
Leesburg, VA; the Ancient Order of Hibernians; and
Knights of Columbus Council 12791 in Potomac Falls, VA,
to collect sweat suits for veterans hospitalized at the
Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Martinsburg. If you
would like to participate in Sweats for Vets, please bring
NEW sweat suits (solid colors and sets preferred) in sizes
men’s XL to 4XL and women’s L-XL to the school office
(110 E. Stephen St.) through Friday, Dec 19. New athletic
socks and gloves would also be appreciated.

Please do not wrap the items, but instead tie each set
with a Christmas ribbon; attach a label, if you would like.
Monetary donations also will be accepted in the form of
checks written to VFW Post 1177 with “Sweats for Vets”
written on the memo line. The sweats will be sorted at
VFW Post 1177 on Dec 26 and delivered to the Martins-
burg VAMC on Jan 24, 2026.

"I WANT TO SAVE YOU MONEY

\\ Contact me today to switch

INSURANCE OUTFITTERS
Locally Inspired Insurance® Since March 3, 1989

H Erie _
Al Insurance

Above all in SERvICE

Call me today!
MISSIZEN:ADVICE

\ Tom Naiden vBA, crP:
304-870-4200
MissionAdvice.com

Misslon:Advice LLC (DBA Misslon:Advice)
Is a West Virginlia Reglstered Investment Advisor.

7866 Martinsburg Pike, Shepherdstown, West Virginia 25443

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

Good Shepherd Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers (GSIVC)
is a local nonprofit dedicated to empowering community
members—especially those facing health challenges and
mobility limitations—by connecting them with caring
volunteers. While there is no direct charge to clients, it
requires significant resources. Their services include
transportation to appointments, assistance with grocery
shopping, companionship, and providing gently-used
medical equipment. They welcome donations of gently-
used equipment, as well: wheelchairs, walkers, crutches,
bedside commodes, canes, shower chairs, and more.

If you or someone you know is in need of equipment or
assistance, please reach out to GSIVC. In addition, if you
are interested in volunteering or donating items, contact
Good Shepherd Caregivers at 304-876-3325 or visit
https://www.gsivc.org/.

Open Positions at Saint Joseph’s School

SIS is seeking to fill these positions:

= Full-Time Middle-High School Theology Teacher
= Substitutes and Aides for Ages Toddler to Grade 9
To send in a resume, contact Principal Maria Byrd at
mbyrd@sjswv.org. View the job listing on Indeed or
contact the Saint Joseph’s Parish Office.

Homebound Ministry

For any parishioners with needs for assistance in things
such as getting groceries, rides to doctors/pharmacies,
etc., our HOMEBOUND MINISTRY is willing to help.
Please contact Judy Lilga (301-432-2276) for info or to
volunteer.
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Sid Sponaugle
304-671-7761

Residential Shingle Roofs
GAF Certified

Myers Hill
& Associates
Estate Planning & Elder Law
299 Rock Cliff Drive
Martinsburg, WV

304-620-0756
Mowing, Land clearing,
Hardscaping, Demolition,
Mulching, Junk removal,
Leveling/Grading, Planting,
Gravel drive install/repair,

WV000540 304-263-9099
St gmes Columbanium /5%, Clay Art
Your Niche For All Time (5 03 PNtolgecard.s )
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X X X \@ (/" Home Portraits

200 South Duke St
Shepherdstown, WV

Acrylic Paintings
Watercolor Paintings
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304—876-9966 Meetings Last Saturday of the Month and Turkey 304.725.5712 Sharpsburg, MD 21782
The Knott Family Bob Rizzo 304-676-5687 |SteelHouseFarm.com| ddarneli@damelico.com  [800-354-0478/301-432-7223

Schmitt Construction Company

James A. Schmitt

* Graphic Design
and Consulting
* Photo Restoration

* 35mm Slide/Negative
Scanning
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Kathleen Morott
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Flowers and Gifts
317 West Race St. Martinsburg WV 2540
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CLEANING SERVICE
304-839-8285

Residential & Commercial

e

Specializing in cruises and tours

800-859-1107 | 304-267-1068

Cathy.Bowden@AvoyaTravel.com
Www.AvoyaTravelExpert/CathyBowden
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ARNOLD & BAILEY
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

304 725-2002

WWW.ARNOLDANDBAILEY.COM
S. ANDREW ARNOLD, ESQ.
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[ %ume Alan Norton, LIC

Traditional, Cremation
Pre-Arrangements

Trappist Caskets Available

304.724-6500 mmcsg

MenpZera's [TIowING SERVICE. LIC

Mowing - Edging
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\/ St. Vincentde Paul | £o ijizing - Overseeding

106 S. Duke Street ) Aeration - Cleanup
Shepherdstown, WV (@ Licensed & Insured
“Caring for the poor” 85

MendzelasMowing.com
304-270-8093

svdp@stagnesshepherdstown.org

SACRED ART

TV ACTION

Preservation-Ecumenical
_ Multi-Cultural
Using the Arts as prayer
& personal expression.
All' ages, walks of life &
skill levels
sacredartinaction.org

adults, teens, children & couples

Robyn Harrison-Taft, wa,Lpc, Ncc
www.2riverscounseling.com

304-725-7176
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Richard S. Musser
Owner
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Family-Owned Craft Brewery
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Sharpsburg, MD 21782

mindicross

InfoTech Services

Training, data
organization,
security, backups,
and more
Scott & Rosanne Hutton

304.725.2617
training@mindcross.com
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SokelMakenp & Sk Care

123 N. Charles St, Charles Town
by Appointment
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STATE FARM® INSURANCE AGENT

Tammy Sirbaugh, CLU
217 Oak Lee Dr, Suite 2A
Ranson, WV 25438
www.tammysirbaugh.com

StateFarm

(% 304-725-5433




