
S a i n t  A g n e s  

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others.  

We rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments.  

We welcome the opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ. 

Pastoral Contacts 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew M. Switzer 
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. T. Mathew Rowgh 

Assistant Administrator: Beth Yates 
Accounting: Lizzie Lowe 

Associate of Liturgy Ministry: Helen Harris 
Associate of Music Ministry: Elaine Rendler-McQueeney 

Office Secretary: Amy Fresch 
 

Pastoral Council 

Connie Bonner ~ Gerry Fitzgerald ~ Bassell Franks 
Heather Garcia ~ Patrick Green ~ Colin Hayden 

Cate Hershey ~ Blanche Landry 
Brendan Jarrell ~ Vanessa Santiago 

 

Finance Council 

Steve Bledsoe ~ Carmela Cesare 
Mike Drewes ~ Mike Keefe 

Sue Kemnitzer ~ Arnold Thomas  

St. Agnes Church 

200 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown 

 

St. Agnes Parish Office 

106 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown 

P.O. Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443 

Telephone: 304-876-6436 

Email: Office@StAgnesShepherdstown.org 

www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org 

 

St. Agnes Chapel 

204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown 

 

Sunday Readings 

October 19, 2025 Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Exodus 17:8-13 

Psalm 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 

2 Timothy 3:14—4:2 

Luke 18:1-8 

http://www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org


Weekly Schedule 
Weekend Mass 

Saturday, 5:30pm 
Sunday, 8am and 10:30am 

 

Weekday Mass 
Monday and Wednesday, 11am 

 

Reconciliation: Saturday, 4:30pm 
 

Parish Office: Monday thru Friday 9am-4pm 
 

Cash Card Sales: During parish office hours (call first) 

The Week at a Glance... 

Sun 

Oct 19 

 Flu Shot Clinic & Health Screenings between 

8am and 10:30am Masses 

 CFF, AFF, Youth Group 9:15am 

 Youth Feeding the Hungry Prep 11:45am 

 OCIA 12noon 

Mon 

Oct 20 
 Scripture Sharing Zoom 12noon 

Tues  

Oct 21 

 Racial Justice Initiative Zoom 3pm 

 Finance Council 7pm 

Wed 

Oct 22 
 Youth Feeding the Hungry Delivery 5pm 

Fri 

Oct 24 
 Sleeping Bag Project 9:30am 

Sun 

Oct 26 

 CFF, AFF, Youth Group 9:15am 

 OCIA 12noon 

 Trunk or Treat 6-7pm 

 Haunted House 6-8pm 

Remember in Prayer 
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our  
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill, especially 
Georgia Beddow (daughter of Lizzie Lowe), Linde Moore, 
Michael Ambrose, Mike Vojtasko, Pat Merhaut, and Ron 
Mancini (son-in-law of Bob and Martha Rizzo). Names are 
placed in the bulletin for one month then moved onto 
the 2nd Friday prayer list and are remembered in prayer 
each month. 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, 5:30pm for 
Rosemary Falck   

 
Sunday, 8:00am for 

Graka & Van Van Vleet 
 

Sunday, 10:30am for 
 Maureen Maidhof 

 

May Rosemary, Graka, Van, and Maureen  
share in the fullness of God’s mercy and peace. 

The Shepherdstown Volunteer Fire Department will be 
having their annual Apple Butter Festival with Arts & 
Crafts on Saturday, Oct 25th at the fire department 
located on the Martinsburg Pike/Rt 45, just west of 
Shepherdstown. This activity is a major fundraising event 
for their organization.  
 

The FD invites the community to join them for the fun of 
an old tradition of making apple butter. They need 
volunteers to help on Monday, Oct 20th with preparing 
the apples. They will do this day and evening on Monday 
and daily thereafter until finished. Then on Saturday, Oct 
25th, starting at 5am, they will need additional help firing 
the kettles and stirring the apples all day. Any help given 
to them during the week and/or on Saturday will be 
appreciated by their members.  
 

For additional information, please call Doug Pittinger 304
-995-7435 or Denny Barron 304-876-6686. 

SFD Annual Apple Butter Festival 

 

The Month of November at St Agnes 
• All Saints Day—Saturday, November 1  
• All Souls’ Day—Sunday, November 2 
• The Book of the Dead is placed at the baptismal font, 

and all are invited to write the names of family and 
friends who have died in this book (This is for names 
not entered in previous years. Please do not enter 
names a second time, if you placed a name in the 
book in the past, it remains and will be included in 
our prayer throughout this month.). Our community 
will then remember and pray for these faithful 
departed by reading their names during the interces-
sions each Sunday in November. 

• The community is also invited to bring pictures and 
mementos of deceased family and friends to place at 
the font. 

Everyone is invited to join the landscape committee at our 
last parish workday of the season. We’re meeting on 
Saturday, October 25th from 9-11am. We’ll be doing 
some final cleanup and preparation getting everything 
ready for winter. It’s a great chance to get outside, meet 
some fellow parishioners, and help get our shared outdoor 
space prepared for the end of the growing season. No 
special skills or landscaping knowledge required! For 
questions, email landscape@stagnesshepherdstown.org.  

Landscape Workday Saturday Oct 25th  

JHS ROTC Shoe & Coat Fund 
On the weekends of 11/2, 11/16, 11/23, and 11/30, one 
of our Saint Agnes youth, a member of Jefferson High 
School’s Junior ROTC, will be collecting for the Jefferson 
County Shoe and Coat Fund after each Mass. You will find 
them standing outside the main church doors. 
 

The Shoe and Coat Fund provides clothing for children in 
need within our community. 100% of the funds collected 
go directly toward purchasing these items. A standard 
outfit costs approximately one hundred dollars, not 
including a warm winter coat. Many children require 
multiple outfits, and some families have several children in 
need. Your generosity will make a meaningful difference. 
 

Cash or check donations are accepted. Please make checks 
payable to Jefferson High School with Shoe & Coat Fund 
noted in the memo line.  

mailto:landscape@stagnesshepherdstown.org?subject=St%20Agnes%20Landscape%20Workday


  Dear Parishioners, 
 

 As we hear this weekend’s parable, we need to 
remember that often we are called to learn from, not 
imitate, the character in Jesus’ parables. This, in many 
ways, is how novels as well work today. This being the case 
in today’s parable, the unjust judge is not for us to imitate 
but rather reminds us that there are unjust systems at 
work that benefit some and oppress many. Catholic Social 
Teaching calls this structural sin. This can be a reality in 
institutions in our society and can be found in the 
institution of our church as well. The widow reminds us in 
the parable that we are called to be like the widow who 
pushes against these systems and stands up for the 
vulnerable. A great hope in our country right now is that 
many people are collectively standing in solidarity with 
the vulnerable and, like the widow, demanding justice. We 
can take for granted the sacrifices those who have gone 
before us made to build more just structures, but this does 
not come without sacrifice, persistence, and commitment. 
As Dr King reminded us, the arc of the moral universe is 
long, but it bends towards justice. The widow in the story 
reminds us that it is up to us to be empowered by Jesus 
and bend it!    

Fr Andy 

This Sunday Only! Flu Shot Clinic 
This Sunday October 19 between the 8am and 10:30am 
Masses is our one and only flu shot clinic.  
 

Our parish nurse will also do our October blood pressure 
and blood sugar checks on October 19 between the 
Masses—the only BP/Blood sugar testing in October. 

Changes Afoot  
Beginning immediately St. Agnes, along with all parishes in 
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, will be using Flocknote 
to house and update parishioner records and online giving. 
Our Diocese has been searching for a new, more efficient, 
and easy-to-use source to safely contain and maintain our 
parish families’ information, and they believe Flocknote is 
the solution. Our community will work together to transition 
to the new platform. Please watch the bulletin for details on 
next steps. These include: 
• Updating your online giving 
• Verifying/updating your contact and profile information 
• Transitioning to a new communication system for both 

email and text. 
 

The first thing we need to focus on is online giving. 
For those of you who currently give automated recurring 
gifts electronically for either the weekly collection or any 
other fund, you will have to re-submit your information in 
our new platform—Flocknote. This has to be completed by 
October 31, 2025. 
 

• If you need a step-by-step guide, we have information 
on the website. 

• If you are comfortable with technology and online 
giving/payments, you can go to http://www.bit.ly/give2-
stagnes and set up your recurring payments. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Flocknote uses One-time Passcodes instead 
of passwords for account verification. So, when you set up 
electronic giving you will be required to verify who you are 
via email or text message where a 4-digit code will be sent. 

Missing Something? 
If you are missing something from your kitchen that you 
brought to the picnic last month, there is a good chance it is 
in the kitchen in the parish center! Please stop by and check. 
 

In addition, we keep a Lost & Found basket at the church at 
the end of the hall near the restrooms. If you are missing 
something, please check the basket! There are jackets, 
glasses, jewelry, umbrellas, among other things. Periodically 
we have to clear out the basket as it begins to overflow. 
Please check and see if any of it is yours!  

Exciting Cash Card News! 
We have enough volunteers to sell cash cards that we 
believe we will be able to offer sales each weekend at the 
5:30pm and 8am Masses. There may be some bumps  in the 
road as we get this off the ground! We will sell as often as 
we can at 10:30am, but we definitely need more volunteers 
to be able to consistently have them available for sale each 
weekend. Please call the office if you would consider 
helping!  

October is Cybersecurity Month 
Why is it important to protect yourself against online 
shopping scams? Even if your bank reimburses you for 
fraudulent purchases, you could have shared your payment 
details with a scammer. Shop safely online with this PDF 
quick guide: https://www.wizer-training.com/hubfs/SAMK-
2024/w2-Safe-Shopping-Guide-FE.pdf 

 

Don’t Miss Trunk or Treat & Haunted 
House—Next Weekend Only! 

Our 4th Annual Trunk or Treat will be held on Sunday,  
October 26th at 6pm in the church parking lot. As always, 
we hope our children and the greater Shepherdstown 
Interfaith Community children come and participate. We 
also need our parishioners to bring their car, dress up, 
decorate their “trunk,” and hand out candy.  
 

This year's St. Agnes Haunted House will feature ghosts, 
witches, monsters, and the night-time activities of your  
favorite graveyard! And for the younger crowd, an indoor 
pumpkin patch, complete with "special" pumpkins! We  
guarantee fun for all ages, and look forward to scaring one 
and all!  
 

5:30 Arrive at the parking lot and decorate your vehicle. 
6:00 – 7:00 PM  Kids trick or treat  
6:00 – 8:00 PM – Haunted House visits 
 

Parishioners giving out candy: please arrive at 5:30pm to 
the North Parking Lot to get settled and decorate trunks.  
 

Families coming to trick-or-treat and to visit the Haunted 
House (appropriate for all ages) should park in the South 
Parking Lot. There will be no moving vehicles in the North lot 
once trick-or-treating has begun. 
 

 

http://www.bit.ly/give2-stagnes
http://www.bit.ly/give2-stagnes
https://www.wizer-training.com/hubfs/SAMK-2024/w2-Safe-Shopping-Guide-FE.pdf
https://www.wizer-training.com/hubfs/SAMK-2024/w2-Safe-Shopping-Guide-FE.pdf


St. Agnes Knights of Columbus will begin accepting dona-
tions through October for their Coats for Kids campaign. 
We are asking the church and the community to donate 
whatever they can towards the purchase of coats. Last 
year, the Knights gave 244 new coats to students in 
Jefferson County Schools, Berkeley County Schools, the 
Salvation Army, and the Boys & Girls Clubs. Donations 
totaled $2,500. 
 

Cash or check in any amount made out to St. Agnes KoC can 
be mailed to St. Agnes Church at PO Box 1603, Shepherd-
stown, WV 25443 or to Bob Rizzo at PO Box 1143 Shepherd-
stown, WV 25443. For more info, please contact Bob Rizzo 
at (304) 676-5687.  

KoC Coats for Kids Campaign 

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (formerly RCIA) 
sessions are on Sundays following the 10:30am Mass 
from 12Noon-1pm in the church lobby, lunch provided.  
 

OCIA is for those interested in learning about the Catholic 
faith to discern if they might want to be professed 
members. The goal is seeing where this process takes 
you! Melanie Turner is leading our OCIA process.  
 

If interested in learning more or joining the group, please 
call the parish office or meet the OCIA team after the 
10:30am Mass. 

 

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 

As summer comes to an end and we draw closer to fall, 
the Jesse Tree project team is in preparation for the 
Advent season. The Jesse Tree project team works with 
local community organizations to identify individuals that 
need assistance to make the Advent season a little more 
joyous. Working with these community organizations, we 
develop a wish list of items, adorn the Jesse Tree in the 
Narthex with gift tags, collect the items donated by you, 
our parish community, and deliver them to the local 
organizations. We will be kicking off the Jesse Tree 
project in the next few weeks and are seeking volunteers 
who wish to be a part of this ministry. If interested, 
please reach out to Katie Hershey, Steve Bledsoe, or Anna 
Bledsoe.  

Jesse Tree 

The Heritage Free Will Baptist Church runs a Clothes 
Closet in the building behind their meeting space, run by 
a nice couple, Buddy and Donna, and their able assistant, 
Sherry. All labor is volunteer.  
 

Location: 2395 Middleway Pike, Bunker Hill, WV 25413  
Drop-off: Tuesdays from 1-5PM, Thursdays 1-6PM.  
Open for families to pick up items: 1st and 3rd Saturdays 
of each month from 9am-12noon.  
 

They accept all clothing, some household items, hats, 
shoes, and toys – all sizes from infants to XXX. Donations 
can be on hangers or folded in bags. Clothes go directly to 
those in need of them – free of charge.  
 

Each Saturday they average from 55-65 families served. 
In addition, they take cash donations and these are used 
to purchase toiletries, also given at no charge. 

Heritage Baptist Church Clothes Closet 

Fabulous St Francis Festival 
With near perfect weather, our St Francis Festival the first 
Saturday of October was quite lovely. Susan Burke and the 
Secular Franciscan Order kicked things off with some 
background on St Francis and Lay Franciscans and a prayer. 
Some lucky folks walked away with giveaways ranging from 
bat houses to a squirrel-proof suet bird feeder to plants and 
spring bulbs to plant watering devices to stasher reusable 
food storage bags and more. There were displays of all 
kinds of reusable items and displays describing simple 
maintenance tasks that will keep appliances running longer 
and also homeowner how-tos. We had our repair café 
where dysfunctional lamps, etc., received attention. We 
had woodworking and wood repair display. Our ugly 
sleeping bag group was represented and demonstrated 
techniques for transforming old comforters, sheets, and 
ties into sleeping bags for those that are homeless in our 
region. Children, and also the young at heart, were able to 
make bird feeders, artwork using leaves, and button toys. 
Our parish librarian was on hand with a display of books 
from our parish library. Our landscape committee was on 
hand to offer tours of the north side and southeast areas 
where trees, shrubs, and other native species have been 
planted. We were treated to homemade pepperoni rolls, 
potato candy, and shortbread cookies. Thirsts were 
quenched with sodas made on the spot using a contraption 
that puts the bubbles in plain old water and then having a 
choice of adding homemade ginger syrup or fresh squeezed 
lemon-lime juice to the recyclable aluminum cup. As if that 
weren't enough, Fr Andy also blessed the animals! And our 
5:30pm Mass was outdoors in front of the church. It was a 
very full day! 
 

Our Laudato Si folks wish to thank all those who worked 
hard to make this such a wonderful event: Carrie Blessing, 
Susan Burke and members of the Third Order of Francis, 
Mark Carroll, Melanie Carroll, Dana Getka, Rick Goldman, 
Sue Kemnitzer, Maggie Kenney (and her grandchildren), 
Kate Didden, Barbara Mueller, Gavin Perry, Joseph Ruhf, 
Marj Ruhf, Fanny Smith, Ed Turner, Dennis and Janice Wark, 
Art Wermers, Sam Yates, and Joe Yates. Additional special 
thanks go out to those who stayed to the bitter end and 
assisted with cleanup. We especially thank all who came 
out and participated in the event! 

Service, Justice, and Peace Weekend 
Thanks to all who participated in Service, Justice, and 
Peace Weekend. Some food was left in the blue bags for 
the food banks. Eight bags of Haitian coffee were sold for 
$80 to benefit Haitian coffee growers. Collections were: 
$71 for feeding the hungry and homeless, $23 for 
feminine hygiene products and diapers for the 
needy, $120 for the Kolofata education of girls project, 
and $57 was collected for Mary's Refuge. All donations 
are appreciated. One little girl insisted on putting her 
dollar in the box to feed the hungry and was very happy 
to be permitted to do it. 



Bulletin Ads 
Bulletin Ads are a major fundraiser here at St Agnes with 
the potential to bring in $10,000. As helpful as that is to 
the church, our ads most definitely benefit the business-
es that place an ad. Our ads are widely viewed by our 
parishioners and the larger community, so they are truly 
an effective way to bring attention to businesses at 
bargain prices. Our new ad year has begun. As you can 
see, we have lots more room for ads! We really want to 
fill up our ad pages. For $125, a business gets a 1x1.5 
inch space for an entire year (July 1, 2026-June 30, 2027). 
There are also larger options to choose from. In addition 
to the ads appearing weekly in our bulletin, they are also 
displayed on our website. Please encourage your favorite 
businesses to advertise with us. We are happy to help 
with ad design. Please call or email the office (304) 876-
6436 or office@stagnesshepherdstown.org 

FOOD: Spaghetti sauce/pasta, ramen, crackers, canned 
meat (chicken, spam, ham, tuna), canned veg (not green 
beans/corn), hearty soups, canned pastas (Spaghetti-o’s, 
ravioli, etc.), canned chili, canned fruit, cereal, mashed 
potatoes, jelly/jam, peanut butter, sugar  
 

HOUSEHOLD & HYGIENE ITEMS: Laundry detergent, dish 
soap, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, deodorant, copy 
paper, paper towels, toilet paper, feminine hygiene items 

 

JCCM Food Pantry Needs 

 

Shepherdstown Shares Needs 
FOOD: Regular ground coffee, regular tea bags, brown 
rice, pasta sauces, ramen noodles (not the cups of soup), 
small applesauce cups (unsweetened), snacks, crackers 
(i.e. Ritz or saltines), milk (½gal or full, whole or 2%), 
canned fruit, canned soup, diabetic-friendly Items (candy, 
pudding/Jell-o, applesauce) 
 

HOUSEHOLD & HYGIENE ITEMS: Snack and sandwich-size 
Ziploc bags, sturdy paper bags (especially with handles), 
cat food—huge need, toilet paper, baby wipes, cat litter 

 

Haiti Coffee For Sale 
Our SJP committee is offering Haiti coffee for sale. The 
beans are purchased through the fair trade organization 
Just Haiti and roasted locally at the Black Dog. Ground or 
whole beans are $10 per bag in the Parish Center ($3 of 
each bag is tax-deductible!). 

Our Scripture Sharing group continues to meet via Zoom 
(link is on the website events calendar) on Mondays at 
12noon (except major holidays). All are welcome! 

Scripture Sharing Zoom 

Our Adult Learning Centers are in search of reliable, 
responsible, dedicated volunteers to join our team and 
help us to continue to provide outstanding programs, 
services, and special events through our literacy volun-
teers programming. 
 

There are a variety of volunteer needs available in 
Berkeley & Jefferson counties. Please email info@LVEP-
WV.com or visit their website: https://lvep-wv.org/. 

   Literacy Volunteers Needed 
in our Community  

Racial Justice Initiative 
On October 9, 2025, The White House released a 
presidential proclamation reaffirming the second Monday 
in October as the national holiday of Columbus Day. The 
proclamation begins as follows: 
 

"Today our nation honors the legendary Christopher 
Columbus - the original American hero, a saint of Western 
civilization, and one of the most gallant and visionary men 
to ever walk the face of the earth. This Columbus Day, we 
honor his life with reverence and gratitude, and we 
pledge to reclaim his extraordinary legacy of faith, 
courage, perseverance and virtue from the left-wing 
arsonists who have sought to destroy his name and 
dishonor his memory." 
 

In reality, Columbus, not having set foot on American soil, 
never was an  "American," let alone a "hero." He also was 
no "saint," having lived as a man of violence - slaughtering 
and enslaving native people he encountered, whom he 
considered sub-human. He did not leave a "legacy" of 
"faith and virtue," but one of bringing White European 
supremacist ideology to a "new world," that along with 
the new diseases that he and his mates carried, led to the 
eventual elimination of 90% of the native population. 
The original national Columbus Day holiday was instituted 
in 1934 by FDR, after the Knights of Columbus had 
lobbied for such an observance as a pushback against the 
reemergence of the Klu Klux Klan and their hateful 
agenda aimed at Blacks, Catholics, Jews, and immigrants. 
Columbus was never an acknowledged part of the 
American story until a celebration of him by Italian 
immigrants in New York City that began after the Civil 
War. 
 

The 2025 Columbus Day proclamation, with its false 
characterization of Christopher Columbus, never 
acknowledges the existence of an Indigenous People's 
Day. It seems intended to affirm the holiday as a 
celebration of White Christian Nationalism. In any case, 
Columbus Day, as the only other national holiday 
explicitly honoring a single individual, other than Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day, seems at the very least, morally 
questionable and hardly representative of our country's 
democratic ideals. 
A commitment to racial justice should demand that we do 
better. 

Fr Andy is again working with our Adult Faith Formation 
Class this year. Classes occur simultaneously with CFF at 
9:15am on Sundays in the Parish Center. All are welcome! 
 

Registration forms (also used to collect topics of interest 
for the discussions) are available in the Narthex of the 
church and the Parish Center. Hope to see you there! 

Adult Faith Formation (AFF) Classes 

mailto:office@stagnesshepherdstown.org?subject=Bulletin%20Ads
mailto:info@LVEP-WV.com?subject=Literacy%20Volunteering
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The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe 
Environment in accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People. To Report Suspected 
Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston encourages reporting to civil authorities first and fore-
most if a crime has been committed. We also encourage utilizing 
www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in 
the U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in 
sexual misconduct, please contact civil authorities in the applica-
ble jurisdiction and visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report 
to Civil Authorities: Contact your local law enforcement; numbers 
will vary based on your location. If you believe someone is in 
immediate danger, call 911. To confidentially report any incidence 
of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse, con-
tact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child 
Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 
800.352.6513. To Report to Diocesan Authorities: In addition to 
civil authorities, the diocese encourages reporting to the appropri-
ate church authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse 
of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at 
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. 
Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 
270. You may also call the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment at 
304.230.1504. In addition to the methods listed above for re-
porting sexual abuse, the Diocese also has partnered with Navex 
Global to offer the EthicsPoint platform to report other, additional 
concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and personal 
misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the 
Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in West Virginia. The 
EthicsPoint platform can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under 
“Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or by calling 
844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third-party reporting system that 
reports to civil authorities where applicable and Diocesan authori-
ties, and the identity of the person reporting is protected. 

Supporting our St. Agnes community is easy! 
Just go to the “Giving” button at the top of our website 
homepage or use the QR code at the right to make a one-
time or recurring gift. Any amount is a valued contribution 
towards our ministry. Thank you! 

  Parish Financial Activity   

  Collections - Last Week    

  Offertory Collections  $7,197   

  Monthly Mortgage Assistance  $1,812   

  Total (Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)  $9,009   

  Weekly Target (Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)  $13,500   

  Total Collection Compared to Target 
 

-$4,491   

      

  Tithe to help those in need   $720   

  
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)   

    

Upcoming VLCFF Courses Fall 2025 
Catechesis is central to evangelization and mission in the Church and core to catechesis are the Scriptures and the 
Tradition of the Church. Whether you are active as a catechist or are interested in learning more about your faith, the 
courses and seminars offered by the University of Dayton’s VLCFF through the Diocese of Wheeling Charleston (DWC) 
will deepen your understanding of the Catholic faith and Tradition. Courses are offered in person, online and hybrid. 
Below are three hybrid courses being offered beginning Oct 26th, 2025. All courses are free, but registration is 
required. The courses are underwritten by the DWC’s Office of Evangelization & Catechesis, who pays 100% of the 
tuition and books, etc. For further information or to register, please contact the course instructor, Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu 
at rodicastoicoiuphd@gmail.com. 
 

The DWC offers Catechetical Certification and recognizes VLCFF courses for various levels of certification. Certain 
courses are especially designed for volunteer catechists, Catholic school religion teachers, members of OCIA teams and 
all those who would be enriched by formal training in this field. For further information, please contact Dr. Stoicoiu or 
Ms. Shirley Carter at scarter@dwc.org. There are 6 required courses for level one certification including the 
Sacraments class below. Both classes are open to ALL adults interested in deepening their faith and growing in their 
understanding of the theology and Tradition of the Church. 
 

Sacraments: This course is part of the Certificate in Catechesis series. During this course we will examine the theology 
of the sacraments and their place in the public, liturgical prayer of the Church especially because the Church is most 
deeply Church when it gathers together for liturgy. We will discuss each of the sacraments within the context of their 
role in the lives of the faithful: sacraments of initiation, healing and reconciliation, and service to community. This 
course is open to everyone and is part of the Certificate in Catechesis. This 5-week class will meet Wednesday evenings 
on Zoom at 7pm beginning on Oct 29th.  
 

Survey of Catholic Social Teaching: It has been said that the social justice teachings of the Church are some of its best 
kept secrets! This course is an introduction to Catholic Social Teaching and will look at the basic documents of Church, 
and scripture to help us reflect on the root causes of injustice in our communities and the just actions we are called to 
take. This course, part of the Certificate in Social Justice series, is open to everyone. This 5-week class will meet 
Thursday afternoons at 4pm on Zoom beginning on Oct 30th.  
 

This Land Is Home To Me: The Cry of Appalachia: This special 3-week seminar was developed especially for the 175th 
anniversary of the Diocese of Wheeling Charleston. The people of Appalachia have a special story to tell about their 
relationship with the land, with one another, and with God. As part of the ongoing celebrations, the Church of West 
Virginia is invited to participate in this seminar focused on the Pastoral Letter: This Land is Home to Me. We will study 
and discuss the Pastoral in light of the Appalachian experiences of poverty, powerlessness and suffering today. The 
current scheduled seminar meets via Zoom on Monday evenings at 7pm beginning Nov 3rd.  

mailto:rodicastoicoiuphd@gmail.com?subject=VLCFF%20Fall%202025%20Courses
mailto:scarter@dwc.org?subject=VLCFF%20Courses%20Fall%202025


     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

Each week, members of the St. Agnes 
Matthew 25 Crew gather and deliver the food 
donations left in the narthex or Parish Center. 
The crew will whisk them away on Tuesday 
mornings and take them to Jefferson County 
Community Ministries and Shepherdstown 
Shares to feed those in need. Plastic or paper 
grocery store bags or the blue bags distribut-
ed by the Knights of Columbus all work nicely. 
Thank you for heeding our Lord’s instructions 
and for your commitment to this vital 
ministry. 

Matthew 25 Crew 

For any parishioners with needs for assistance 
in things such as getting groceries, rides to 
doctors/pharmacies, etc., our HOMEBOUND 
MINISTRY is willing to help. Please contact 
Judy Lilga (301-432-2276) for more info or to 
volunteer. 

Homebound Ministry 

Stay Up to Date! Mary’s Refuge 
Mary’s Refuge invites you to stay up-to-date with 
their bulletin. Scan this QR code or visit their 
website https://marysrefuge.com/baby-bulletin/. 

All too frequently we hear from parishioners who have 
received emails or texts from someone posing as Fr 
Andy, Fr Mat, or even another parishioner. No one, not 
Fr Andy, Fr Mat, nor St. Agnes staff, will ever write to you 
personally asking for 'favors' or to request for you to 
make a purchase or send money.  
 

Always look closely at the sender’s email address. 
Emails from St. Agnes always come from emails ending 
with @StAgnesShepherdstown.org. Emails from Fr. Andy 
will be from aswitzer@dwc.org ONLY. These scammers 
are very crafty and often make some very slight 
variation on the actual email address, so you have to 
look very carefully. 
 

If you receive such an email, simply delete it. Be aware 
that email scams, phishing, and more, are part of our 
digital world. To protect yourself, it's important that you 
learn how to recognize these scams.  
 

For more information on how to improve your virtual 
safety, check out https://us.norton.com/blog/how-to/
how-to-protect-against-phishing  

Email and Texting Scams Alert Mary’s Refuge Gala 
November 6 | Doors open 5pm 

Hilton Garden, 65 Priority Drive, Martinsburg, WV 25403 
 

Celebrate with Mary's Refuge at their fourth annual 
Gala. Along with a dinner and guest speakers there will 
be opportunities to learn more about the work they have 
done throughout the year. Dress will be cocktail attire 
with black tie optional. Tickets are now available at: 
https://marysrefuge.com/gala/  

SJS is seeking to fill these positions: 
 Long-Term Elementary School Substitute Teacher 
To send in a resume, contact Principal Maria Byrd at 
mbyrd@sjswv.org. View the job listing on Indeed or 
contact the Saint Joseph’s Parish Office. 

 

Open Positions at Saint Joseph’s School 

We have a children's library in the Narthex. Check it out! 

Children’s Library 

You are invited to attend an open house at Saint John’s 
Catholic Prep located in historic Buckeystown, MD on 
Sunday, October 26 from 12-2:30pm. The open house is 
a wonderful way for prospective students and their 
families to experience the school’s community, meet 
students, faculty, and staff and learn more about a faith-
based, college prep education. There will be tours of the 
campus as well as information about financial assistance 
& scholarships. They are offering Mass at 11am, before 
the program starts. Saint John’s is a Catholic, coeduca-
tional, college preparatory high school located at 3989 
Buckeystown Pike in Buckeystown, Maryland.  
 

Prospective families can register at https://
www.saintjohnsprep.org/admissions/open-house 
 

For more information about admissions or the open 
house, please call the school at 301-662-4210 or e-mail 
mjames@saintjohnsprep.org.  

St John’s Prep—Open House 

https://marysrefuge.com/baby-bulletin/
https://us.norton.com/blog/how-to/how-to-protect-against-phishing
https://us.norton.com/blog/how-to/how-to-protect-against-phishing
https://marysrefuge.com/gala/
mailto:mbyrd@sjswv.org?subject=SJS%20Job%20Opening
https://www.indeed.com/cmp/Saint-Joseph-School/jobs
https://www.saintjohnsprep.org/admissions/open-house
https://www.saintjohnsprep.org/admissions/open-house
mailto:mjames@saintjohnsprep.org?subject=St%20John's%20Prep%20-%20Open%20House


     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     


