
S a i n t  A g n e s  

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others.  

We rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments.  

We welcome the opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ. 

Pastoral Contacts 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew M. Switzer 
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. T. Mathew Rowgh 

Assistant Administrator: Beth Yates 
Accounting: Lizzie Lowe 

Associate of Liturgy Ministry: Helen Harris 
Associate of Music Ministry: Elaine Rendler-McQueeney 

Office Secretary: Amy Fresch 
 

Pastoral Council 

Connie Bonner ~ Gerry Fitzgerald ~ Bassell Franks 
Heather Garcia ~ Patrick Green ~ Colin Hayden 

Cate Hershey ~ Blanche Landry 
Brendan Jarrell ~ Vanessa Santiago 

 

Finance Council 

Steve Bledsoe ~ Carmela Cesare 
Mike Drewes ~ Mike Keefe 

Sue Kemnitzer ~ Arnold Thomas  

St. Agnes Church 

200 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown 

 

St. Agnes Parish Office 

106 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown 

P.O. Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443 

Telephone: 304-876-6436 

Email: Office@StAgnesShepherdstown.org 

www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org 

 

St. Agnes Chapel 

204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown 

 

Sunday Readings 

September 21, 2025 Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Amos 8:4-7 

Psalm 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8 

1 Timothy 2:1-7++ 

Luke 16:1-13 

http://www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org


Weekly Schedule 
Weekend Mass 

Saturday, 5:30pm 
Sunday, 8am and 10:30am 

 

Weekday Mass 
Monday and Wednesday, 11am 

 

Reconciliation: Saturday, 4:30pm 
 

Parish Office: Monday thru Friday 9am-4pm 
 

Cash Card Sales: During parish office hours (call first) 

The Week at a Glance... 

Sun 

Sept 21 

 CFF, Youth Group, Youth Feeding the 

Hungry Food Prep 9:15am 

 Parish Picnic 11:45am 

 International Day of Peace 

Mon 

Sept 22 

 First Day of Autumn 

 Scripture Sharing Zoom 12noon 

Tues  

Sept 23 
 Board Games Group 3:30pm 

Wed 

Sept 24 

 Youth Feeding the Hungry Food Delivery 

5pm 

Fri 

Sept 26 
 Sleeping Bag Project 9:30am 

Sun 

Sept 28 

 CFF, Youth Group, AFF 9:15am 

 OCIA 12noon 

Remember in Prayer 
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our  
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill, especially Pat 
Merhaut, Lynn Fitzharris, Denis Woods & Eileen Dooley, 
Dennis Wark, Shayla Brown (daughter of Helen & Leonard 
Harris), Max Derr, and Ron Mancini (son-in-law of Bob and 
Martha Rizzo). Names are placed in the bulletin for one 
month then moved onto the 2nd Friday prayer list and are 
remembered in prayer each month. 

OCIA (formerly RCIA) is for those interested in learning 
about the Catholic faith to discern if they might want to 
be professed members. The goal is seeing where this 
takes you. Melanie Turner is leading our OCIA process.  
 

If interested in learning more or joining the group, please 
call the office or meet the OCIA team at the parish picnic 
on Sunday, September 21 after the 10:30am Mass. 

 
 

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, 5:30pm for  
 John McNamee 

 
Sunday, 8am for 
 Rosemary Falck 

May John and Rosemary share in the 
fullness of God’s mercy and peace. 

Children’s Faith Formation and Youth Group will begin on 
Sunday, September 21, at 9:15am in the Parish Center. 
This is also Catechetical Sunday, so our catechists will 
receive a special blessing at each Mass that weekend. We 
are also scheduled to cook the meal for the hungry on that 
day, so, since the Parish Picnic will begin immediately 
following the 10:30am Mass, our Youth Group will work on 
the meal preparations from 9:15am-10:15am. 
 

Adult Faith Formation will begin on September 28! 

Faith Formation Kicks off  this Weekend 

Parish Nursing News 
By Gabriele Davis, RN, BSN, Parish Nurse 
 

There will be a flu shot clinic on October 19 between the 
8am and 10:30am Masses. It will be one day only. More 
information will be provided in the next few weeks.  
 

Since I will be out of town the second weekend of October, 
I will do blood pressures and sugars during the flu clinic 
for anyone interested. 
 

Please be aware that the parameters for the Covid vaccine 
have changed. You need to be 65+ or have underlying 
health issues such as Asthma, COPD, etc. to receive it. 
 

Flu shots continue to be available to all. 
 

Questions regarding your health can be addressed at that 
time, or leave a message at the office, 304-876-6436, and it 
will be forwarded to me. You can find information on 
health topics at https://www.nimh.nih.gov/.  

In your kindness, please pray for Betty Phillips (sister of 
Bob Rizzo) who recently died. May Betty share in the 
fulness of God’s love and peace. 

The funeral liturgy for Rosemary Falck will be celebrated 
on Saturday, September 27, at 11am. Visitation will begin 
at 10am. 

The funeral liturgy for Becky Tokarcik will be celebrated 
on Saturday, October 18, at 11am.  

https://www.nimh.nih.gov/


  Dear Parishioners, 
 

  This past Sunday I read a piece from Jesuit priest Teilhard De Chardin’s Mass on the World. At the time, 
he found himself in China without bread and wine. These insights he offers have certainly worked into our 
understanding of the Eucharist at the Second Vatican Council to see the renewal of all of creation in the bread 
and wine we celebrate at the altar. Teilhard offers a beautiful reflection also for the weekend of our parish picnic 
and to celebrate the gift of all creation and our call to take care of our earth.  

Fr Andy 
“Since once again, Lord — though this time not in the forests of the Aisne but in the steppes of Asia — I have 
neither bread, nor wine, nor altar, I will raise myself beyond these symbols, up to the pure majesty of the real 
itself; I, your priest, will make the whole earth my altar and on it will offer you all the labours and sufferings of 
the world. Over there, on the horizon, the sun has just touched with light the outermost fringe of the eastern 
sky. Once again, beneath this moving sheet of fire, the living surface of the earth wakes and trembles, and once 
again begins its fearful travail. I will place on my paten, O God, the harvest to be won by this renewal of labour. 
Into my chalice I shall pour all the sap which is to be pressed out this day from the earth’s fruits. My paten and 
my chalice are the depths of a soul laid widely open to all the forces which in a moment will rise up from every 
corner of the earth and converge upon the Spirit. Grant me the remembrance and the mystic presence of all 
those whom the light is now awakening to the new day. One by one, Lord, I see and I love all those whom you 
have given me to sustain and charm my life. One by one also I number all those who make up that other 
beloved family which has gradually surrounded me, its unity fashioned out of the most disparate elements, with 
affinities of the heart, of scientific research and of thought. And again one by one — more vaguely it is true, yet 
all-inclusively — I call before me the whole vast anonymous army of living humanity; those who surround me 
and support me though I do not know them; those who come, and those who go; above all, those who in office, 
laboratory and factory, through their vision of truth or despite their error, truly believe in the progress of earthly 
reality and who today will take up again their impassioned pursuit of the light. This restless multitude, confused 
or orderly, the immensity of which terrifies us; this ocean of humanity whose slow, monotonous wave-flows 
trouble the hearts even of those whose faith is most firm: it is to this deep that I thus desire all the fibres of my 
being should respond. All the things in the world to which this day will bring increase; all those that will dimin-
ish; all those too that will die: all of them, Lord, I try to gather into my arms, so as to hold them out to you in 
offering. This is the material of my sacrifice; the only material you desire. Once upon a time men took into your 
temple the first fruits of their harvests, the flower of their flocks. But the offering you really want, the offering 
you mysteriously need every day to appease your hunger, to slake your thirst is nothing less than the growth of 
the world borne ever onwards in the stream of universal becoming. Receive, O Lord, this all-embracing host 
which your whole creation, moved by your magnetism, offers you at this dawn of a new day. 2 This bread, our 
toil, is of itself, I know, but an immense fragmentation; this wine, our pain, is no more, I know, than a draught 
that dissolves. Yet in the very depths of this formless mass you have implanted — and this I am sure of, for I 
sense it — a desire, irresistible, hallowing, which makes us cry out, believer and unbeliever alike: ‘Lord, make us 
one.’” - Teilhard De Chardin, SJ 

A Jubilee Gift 
2025 is the Jubilee Holy Year, the 2,025th anniversary of the 
Incarnation of our Lord, an "event of great spiritual, 
ecclesial, and social significance in the life of the Church." 
The concept of "Jubilee" has its origins in the Book of 
Leviticus (chapter 25) as a special year of reconciliation, 
pilgrimage, and coming home. Pope Francis designated the 
2025 Holy Year as a time to renew ourselves as "Pilgrims of 
Hope." In recognition of this Jubilee Holy Year, our diocese 
has reduced the monies each parish pays to the diocese in 
assessments for the Cathedraticum and Priests Health and 
Retirement Account (PHRA) from 3% and 6%, respectively, 
to 0% and 4% respectively. Clearly the reduction from a total 
of 9% down to a total of 4% is pretty significant and keeps 
5% more of our collections at St Agnes through the end of 
2025. There is no better time than the present to give! 

As summer comes to an end and we draw closer to fall, 
the Jesse Tree project team is in preparation for the 
Advent season. The Jesse Tree project team works with 
local community organizations to identify individuals that 
need assistance to make the Advent season a little more 
joyous. Working with these community organizations, we 
develop a wish list of items, adorn the Jesse Tree in the 
Narthex with gift tags, collect the items donated by you, 
our parish community, and deliver them to the local 
organizations. We will be kicking off the Jesse Tree 
project in the next few weeks and are seeking volunteers 
who wish to be a part of this ministry. If interested, 
please reach out to Katie Hershey, Steve Bledsoe, or Anna 
Bledsoe. You can also look for us at the upcoming parish 
picnic to learn more about the Jesse Tree.  

Jesse Tree 



St Francis Festival Planning 
Plans just keep getting bigger and better as we move 
closer to our Laudato Si' Initiative Group’s St Francis of 
Assisi Festival for October 4, 2025! Caring For Our 
Common Home is our theme, and the event will feature 
demonstrations and fun activities for absolutely every-
one, no matter the age, level of ability, or level of 
mobility. There will truly be something for everyone, 
and all are welcome! Here are some ideas they are 
tossing around, but they are very open to your ideas, 
and they invite you to keep sharing those ideas. Please 
call the office to be connected with someone from the 
group! 
 

• Repair Café: We would love for you to share your 
skills and show/help folks how to maintain and 
repair their belongings to save money and keep 
things out of the landfill (electronics, furniture, 
bicycles, clothing, etc). 

• Knife, Scissors, Tools Sharpening: We would really 
love to offer this very popular service again this year, 
but we need to find someone who is skilled in this 
area who is also available! 

• Ugly Sleeping Bag Demonstration: Learn how our 
sewing group makes use of old sheets, comforters/
blankets, and neckties to create warm sleeping bags 
for the homeless in our area. 

• Crafting: We plan to offer crafts that reuse items 
that might otherwise go straight to the landfill. 

• Raffles: We will have some items to raffle off that 
have care for our common home in mind such as 
reusable containers, bat houses, etc. 

• Delectable Treats: Did someone say bite-sized, 
homemade pepperoni rolls?! Homemade potato 
candy? We are still waiting to hear more from our 
volunteer chefs regarding our menu, but we have a 
pretty tempting start! Drinks will also be available. 

• Glass Recycling: We will be collecting glass for 
recycling. Only glass bottles and jars that are clean 
and without lids can be recycled! We cannot accept 
ceramics, plate window glass, drinking glasses, light 
bulbs, etc.  

The Heritage Free Will Baptist Church runs a Close Closet 
in the building behind their meeting space, run by a nice 
couple, Buddy and Donna, and their able assistant, 
Sherry. All labor is volunteer.  
 

Location: 2395 Middleway Pike, Bunker Hill, WV 25413  
Drop-off: Tuesdays from 1-5PM, Thursdays 1-6PM.  
Open for families to pick up items: 1st and 3rd Saturdays 
of each month from 9am-12noon.  
 

They accept all clothing, some household items, hats, 
shoes, and toys – all sizes from infants to XXX. Donations 
can be on hangers or folded in bags. Clothes go directly to 
those in need of them – free of charge.  
 

Each Saturday they average from 55-65 families served. 
In addition, they take cash donations and these are used 
to purchase toiletries, also given at no charge. 

Heritage Baptist Church Clothes Closet 

Over 18 years ago, our Knights of Columbus cleared the 
cemetery land of brush and small trees. At that time, 
John Griffith and Joe Talago also put up a few split rail 
fence sections along the West side of the property. This 
helped identify where the cemetery property stopped 
and where Shepherd University's property began. Over 
the years, parts of the fencing has fallen down, been 
taken down, or just rotted away. With funding from the 
grant we received, this month we were able to replace 
the sections that needed to be replaced and we were 
able to extend a few of the sections that were still good 
and standing. Many thanks to Dave Didden who helped 
us dig new post holes! The East side of the property is 
currently marked by a section of woods along its edge. 
St. Agnes Cemetery committee: John Griffith and 
Theresa & Lyle Rush.  

Old St Agnes Cemetery 

Late summer/early fall is a busy time for the landscape 
committee. The seasonal transition means that we are 
simultaneously wrapping up some of our summer 
projects and at the same time planning our fall calendar 
before the serious cold weather arrives. 
 

In other words, it’s the perfect time to learn more about 
the St. Agnes Landscape Committee! 
 

In the next few weeks, there’s a couple of great opportu-
nities to find out more about the Committee and our 
parish environment. 
 

First, you can come to our next meeting on Sept 28th at 
11:45. We meet in the Day Chapel. Meetings last about 
an hour and this month we will be discussing our plans 
for pruning, planting, and watering. 
 

Or stop by and say “hello” at the Feast of St. Francis 
event on October 4th. Members of the group will be 
available to discuss how we are working to make the St. 
Agnes landscape an interesting, welcoming, environmen-
tally friendly space. You can get more information about 
how St. Agnes implemented the Chesapeake Bay Trust 
grant as well as help the Parish name the some of our 
newly planted spaces. 
 

Everyone is welcome and encouraged to come by either 
or both events. If you have questions, contact Scott 
at landscape@stagnesshepherdstown.org. 

 

Landscape Committee Update 

mailto:landscape@stagnesshepherdstown.org?subject=St%20Agnes%20Landscaping%20Committee


Concerned about Palestinian children and 
families? Heal Hearts, Heal Minds, Heal 
Lives is meeting to raise awareness about 
the situation in Palestine on Saturday, 
September 27, 2025, at 12noon at  
Alfredo’s Mediterranean Grille in Charles 
Town. 
 

Following a Palestinian-themed lunch, 2 guests will help 
to educate folks about the need for support. The event 
will raise awareness of 2 organizations, Healing to Hope, 
a U.S. NGO which accepts donations for its Palestinian 
partner Anar, based in Bethlehem. Anar works to heal 
children and their caregivers and communities who have 
been traumatized by the ongoing violence and oppres-
sion in occupied Palestine. The cost is $25. To secure a 
seat by purchasing a ticket for the lunch, please use the 
QR code. 

Heal Hearts, Heal Minds, Heal Lives 
Thanks to all who donated to our local folks in need and 
who purchased coffee from Haiti. Eleven bags of coffee 
were sold for $110; $10 was collected for feeding the 
hungry and homeless; $10 was collected for diapers and 
also providing needy women with feminine hygiene 
products; $21 was donated to help single mothers who 
have come to Mary's Refuge for help; our impressive 
international project educating young girls in Kolofata, 

SJP Weekend Results 

St. Agnes Knights of Columbus will begin accepting 
donations during September and October for their Coats 
for Kids campaign. We are asking the church and the 
community to donate whatever they can towards the 
purchase of coats. Last year the Knights gave 244 new 
coats to students in Jefferson County Schools, Berkeley 
County Schools, the Salvation Army and the Boys & Girls 
Clubs. Donations totaled $2,500. 
 

Cash or check in any amount made out to St. Agnes 
Knights of Columbus can be mailed to St. Agnes Church  
at PO Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443 or to Bob 
Rizzo at PO Box 1143 Shepherdstown, WV 25443. For 
more information, please contact Bob Rizzo at (304) 676-
5687. Thank you for your consideration. 

KoC Coats for Kids Campaign 

Garden Gifts 
Since our Intergenerational Garden is still producing 
these earth gems, learn how to roast beets with this 
simple recipe! No foil here. For best flavor, slice the beets 
and roast them on a pan, as you would other vegetables. 
Recipe yields 4 side servings and fits perfectly on a half-
sheet pan. 
 

Perfect Roasted Beets Recipe 
 Author: Cookie and Kate 
 Yield: 4 servings 
 Diet: Vegan 
 

Ingredients 
 1 ½ pounds beets (about 3 large or 5 small-to-

medium) 
 1 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil 
 ¼ teaspoon fine salt, to taste 
Instructions 
1. Preheat the oven to 375 degrees Fahrenheit and line 

a large, rimmed baking sheet with parchment paper 
for easy clean-up. Scrub the beets well with a 
vegetable brush under running water (no need to 
peel them at any point). 

2. Using a sharp chef’s knife, slice off the base of each 
beet to create a flat surface, and slice off the skinny 
pointy ends as well. Place each beet with its flat side 
against the cutting board and slice the beets in half, 
then slice the beets into wedges of even thickness, 
about ½ to ¾-inch thick on the widest edge. 

3. Place the beet wedges on the prepared baking sheet. 
Drizzle the beets with the olive oil and sprinkle with 
the salt. Toss until the beets are evenly coated, then 
arrange them in a single layer across the pan. 

4. Roast for 35 to 40 minutes, tossing halfway, until 
you’re able to pierce through the beets with a fork 
with light pressure. Season with additional salt, to 
taste, if desired, and serve. 

This past Monday was the 62nd anniversary of the KKK 
bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birming-
ham, Alabama that resulted in the killing of four African 
American children. The KKK was retaliating for the anti-
segregation youth marches in Birmingham and the 
desegregation of Birmingham public schools. The 
Alabama Governor, George Wallace, and the local Sheriff, 
Bull Connor, had fired up the white populace to resist the 
Supreme Court order to desegregate. Their political 
rhetoric helped to fuel the resulting violence. There were 
so many racist bombings against Blacks in Birmingham 
that it became known popularly as "Bombingham." 
Such a travesty against humanity, blowing up children in 
the name of White Supremacy, should never be for-
gotten. In our present political climate of rhetoric on the 
part of government officials and political figures stoking 
such violence, we as Christians are called to stand up for 
the least among us, and need to recognize the sad lessons 
of history that call us to speak out against rhetoric that 
supports such violence. 
It took years for justice to be meted out. Initially all who 
perpetrated this white supremacist violence went free. 
One of the bombers was first convicted in the 1980's, 
another died during that decade without being convicted, 
and two others only met justice in the early 2000's. 
There is a terrific interview from September 14, 2025 with 
the U.S. Attorney that oversaw the conviction of the two 
convicted in the early 2000s, who also became a U.S. 
senator from Alabama, Doug Jones, by Heather Cox 
Richardson. You can find the video by Googling: Heather 
Cox Richardson - YouTube. 

Racial Justice Initiative 

https://www.healingtohope.org/
https://anar.ps/


The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe 
Environment in accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People. To Report Suspected 
Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston encourages reporting to civil authorities first and fore-
most if a crime has been committed. We also encourage utilizing 
www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in 
the U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in 
sexual misconduct, please contact civil authorities in the applica-
ble jurisdiction and visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report 
to Civil Authorities: Contact your local law enforcement; numbers 
will vary based on your location. If you believe someone is in 
immediate danger, call 911. To confidentially report any incidence 
of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse, con-
tact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child 
Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 
800.352.6513. To Report to Diocesan Authorities: In addition to 
civil authorities, the diocese encourages reporting to the appropri-
ate church authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse 
of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at 
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. 
Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 
270. You may also call the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment at 
304.230.1504. In addition to the methods listed above for re-
porting sexual abuse, the Diocese also has partnered with Navex 
Global to offer the EthicsPoint platform to report other, additional 
concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and personal 
misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the 
Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in West Virginia. The 
EthicsPoint platform can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under 
“Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or by calling 
844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third-party reporting system that 
reports to civil authorities where applicable and Diocesan authori-
ties, and the identity of the person reporting is protected. 

Supporting our St. Agnes community is easy! 
Just go to the “Giving” button at the top of our website 
homepage or use the QR code at the right to make a one-
time or recurring gift. Any amount is a valued contribution 
towards our ministry. Thank you! 

  Parish Financial Activity   

  Collections - Last Week    

  Offertory Collections  $10,123   

  Monthly Mortgage Assistance  $1,501   

  Total (Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)  $11,624   

  Weekly Target (Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)  $13,500   

  Total Collection Compared to Target 
 

-$1,876   

      

  Tithe to help those in need   $1,012   

  
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)   

    

FOOD: Spaghetti sauce/pasta, ramen, crackers, canned 
meat (chicken, spam, ham, tuna), canned veg (not green 
beans/corn), hearty soups, canned pastas (Spaghetti-o’s, 
ravioli, etc.), canned chili, canned fruit, cereal, mashed 
potatoes, jelly/jam, peanut butter, sugar  
 

HOUSEHOLD & HYGIENE ITEMS: Laundry detergent, dish 
soap, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, deodorant, copy 
paper, paper towels, toilet paper, feminine hygiene items 

 

JCCM Food Pantry Needs 

 

Shepherdstown Shares Needs 
FOOD: Regular ground coffee, regular tea bags, brown 
rice, pasta sauces, ramen noodles (not the cups of soup), 
small applesauce cups (unsweetened), snacks, crackers 
(i.e. Ritz or saltines), milk (½gal or full, whole or 2%), 
canned fruit, canned soup, diabetic-friendly Items (candy, 
pudding/Jell-o, applesauce) 
 

HOUSEHOLD & HYGIENE ITEMS: Snack and sandwich-size 
Ziploc bags, sturdy paper bags (especially with handles), 
cat food—huge need, toilet paper, baby wipes, cat litter 

Take a Listen! 
Our very own Elaine Rendler is a woman of many talents. 
OCP, publisher of Breaking Bread, recently released 
Thanks and Praise: A Keyboard Anthology. The anthology 
is described like this on their website, "Support your 
worship program with solo keyboard arrangements for a 
range of popular hymn melodies, carols, chants and well-
known favorites including Here I am, Lord and On Eagle's 
Wings. The Thanks and Praise anthology incorporates 
titles from Keyboard Praise Volumes 1 and 2 as well as 
additional music from nationally recognized liturgical 
composer Elaine Rendler." You can listen to a recording 
of each piece contained in this anthology by going to 
https://ocp.org/en-us/collections/dg/727/thanks-and-
praise-a-keyboard-anthology?p=30155436. From there, 
click on view songs. On that page you can select the 
individual piece you would like to enjoy.  

September 16, 2025 was a special date. First, all three of 
the entries in that date are perfect squares —9 = 32, 16 = 
42, and 25 = 52. In addition, those perfect squares come 
from consecutive numbers — 3, 4, and 5. But perhaps 
most special of all is that 3, 4, and 5 are an example of 
what's called a Pythagorean triple. Recall, if you will, the 
Pythagorean Theorem: a2 + b2 = c2,  which is, in fact, the 
most famous theorem in all of mathematics. The date 
9/16/25 represents a Pythagorean triple — that is, 
32+42 = 52. There are no other dates this century that 
meet all these conditions, so most of us will experience it 
just once in our lifetime. 

For the Math Geeks 

Prayers at the Park 
The Shepherdstown Ministerial Association (SMA) invites 
everyone to Prayers at the Park on Sunday, September 
21st from 4-6pm! Join us for a potluck and evening 
prayers with music followed by dessert and fellowship 
under the covering at Morgan’s Grove Park. The SMA will 
provide a main dish of fried chicken and we’re requesting 
people bring something to share based on first letter of 
their last name: A-H: Salad, I-Q: Side dish, and R-Z: 
Dessert. 
 

Come celebrate the end of Summer as we enter the 
busier times of the coming year. All are welcome! 

https://ocp.org/en-us/collections/dg/727/thanks-and-praise-a-keyboard-anthology?p=30155436
https://ocp.org/en-us/collections/dg/727/thanks-and-praise-a-keyboard-anthology?p=30155436


     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

Bulletin Ads 
Bulletin Ads are a major fundraiser here at St Agnes with 
the potential to bring in $10,000. As helpful as that is to 
the church, our ads most definitely benefit the business-
es that place an ad. Our ads are widely viewed by our 
parishioners and the larger community, so they are truly 
an effective way to bring attention to businesses at 
bargain prices. Our new ad year has begun. As you can 
see, we have lots more room for ads! We really want to 
fill up our ad pages. For $125, a business gets a 1x1.5 
inch space for an entire year (July 1, 2026-June 30, 2027). 
There are also larger options to choose from. In addition 
to the ads appearing weekly in our bulletin, they are also 
displayed on our website. Please encourage your favorite 
businesses to advertise with us. We are happy to help 
with ad design. Please call or email the office (304) 876-
6436 or office@stagnesshepherdstown.org 

Each week, members of the St. Agnes 
“Matthew 25 Crew” gather and deliver the 
food donations left in the narthex or Parish 
Center. The crew will whisk them away on 
Tuesday mornings and take them to Jefferson 
County Community Ministries and Shepherd-
stown Shares to feed those in need. Plastic or 
paper grocery store bags or the blue bags 
distributed by the Knights of Columbus all 
work nicely. Thank you for heeding our Lord’s 
instructions and for your commitment to this 
vital ministry. 

Matthew 25 Crew 

Diocesan Collections  
St Agnes always contributes to Diocesan collections and 
appeals from our tithing fund. If you would like to 
personally contribute to any of the upcoming Diocesan 
Collections and Appeals, you can do so by dropping a 
check into the offertory at Mass or stop by the office. 
Please make checks payable to St Agnes with the 
collection clearly noted in the memo line.  
 

The next collection is on September 28 for The Catholic 
University of America. 

For any parishioners with needs for assistance 
in things such as getting groceries, rides to 
doctors/pharmacies, etc., our HOMEBOUND 
MINISTRY is willing to help. Please contact 
Judy Lilga (301-432-2276) for more info or to 
volunteer. 

Homebound Ministry 

The WVU Newman Center is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary the weekend of Oct 4th & 5th, and all 
are invited! Saturday (12-3pm) is a family day 
with activities and food; on Sunday there will be Mass at 
11am followed by a formal dinner featuring a keynote 
speaker. Scan the QR code to RSVP for dinner. 

WVU Newman Center 100th Year 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court 392 is hosting a 
bingo fundraiser on Sunday, Sept. 28, at St. Leo Catholic 
Church, 2109 Sulphur Springs Road in Inwood. Doors 
open at noon and games begin at 2 p.m. A snack bar will 
be open for lunch, and there will be bake and basket 
sales, as well as a silent auction. Tickets cost $30 in 
advance. Proceeds benefit Saint Joseph School and St. 
Leo Catholic Church. For more information, please call 
Judy at 703-928-4977.  

Bingo to benefit St Joe’s, St. Leo’s 

FALL OPEN HOUSE AND FESTIVAL 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH 11AM-2PM 

Chesterton Academy of the Divine Family is a private high 
school in the Catholic tradition, which opened for the 
2025-2026 school year- located at 19763 Longmeadow 
Road in Hagerstown, MD. Join us 11am-2pm, School 
tours, observe a class in session at 11:30 am or 1:30 pm, 
food, games and vendors, conclude with praying a 
Patriotic Rosary for our nation from 2-3pm. For more 
information about the school and this event you can visit 
our website: cadivinefamily.com (240) 237-3773. Come 
and see the school in action, have fun and prayer. 

Chesterton Academy Open House 

Lost & Found 
We keep a Lost & Found basket at the church  at the end 
of the hall near the restrooms. If you are missing some-
thing, please check the basket! There are jackets, glasses, 
jewelry, umbrellas, among other things. 

mailto:office@stagnesshepherdstown.org?subject=Bulletin%20Ads


     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     


