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St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others. We
rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments. We welcome the opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.
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St. Agnes Chapel
204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Sunday Readings
Sirach 3:2‐6, 12‐14
Psalm 128:1‐2, 3, 4‐5
Colossians 3:12‐21
Ma hew 2:13‐15, 19‐23
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Masses
Saturday 5:30pm, Sunday 8:00am & 10:30am
Weekday Masses
Monday and Friday at 12noon
Canterbury Mass
Friday at 10:30am
Holy Mother of God Masses
Tuesday at 5:30pm & Wednesday at 10:30am
Reconcilia on: Saturday at 4:30pm
Parish Oﬃce: Monday, Tuesday & Friday 9am‐4pm
Cash Card Sales: A er all weekend Masses and week‐
days during oﬃce hours (please call first)
Sat,
Dec 28
Sun,
Dec 29
Mon,
Dec 30
Tues,
Dec 31
Wed,
Jan 1

 Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs
 No RCIA
 No CFF
 Building Community Event 12noon
 Building Community Event 12noon
 Holy Mother of God Vigil Mass 5:30pm
 New Year’s Day, Oﬃce Closed
 Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of

God Mass 10:30am

 AA 7pm

Thurs,
Jan 2
Fri,
Jan 3

 Oﬃce Closed

Sat,
Jan 4
Sun,
Jan 5

 Social Concerns Weekend

Mon,
Jan 6
Tues,
Jan 7

 Sleeping Bag Project 9:30am
 Mass at Canterbury 10:30am








Social Concerns Sunday
Perpetual Memorial Mass 8am
RCIA 9am
CFF 9:15am
Confirma on Class 4pm
Youth Mass 5pm
 SVdP Advisory Board Mee ng 6pm
 No CFF

Youth Mass January 5th
4pm Class/5pm Mass
Happy New Year Youth! Confirma on Class will be Sun‐
day January 5th at 4pm in the parish hall. Then we will
celebrate the Feast of Epiphany at Youth Mass at 5pm.
Please join us for an appe zer potluck social in the
Church immediately a er Mass. Bring your favorite appe‐
zer with you to Mass to share. The parish will provide
drinks and paper goods.
All are welcome to join us, and families with children in
grades 7 and up are highly encouraged to a end!

Mass Inten ons
Saturday, 5:30pm Mass for
Bill Mason
Sunday, 10:30am Mass for
Eleanor Solini
May Bill and Eleanor share in the
fulness of God’s mercy and peace.

Remember in Prayer
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our vet‐
erans in recovery, and those recently ill especially Mark
Malin, Charles Dashiell, and Ann Marie Huebschman.
Names are placed in the bulle n for approximately one
month and then placed on the sick list near the bap smal
font. Together we pray as a community for all who are
listed in the prayer book in addi on to those listed above.
Your personal prayer requests may be added to the pray‐
er book at any me.

Building Community at St Agnes
Will you be my Neighbor? Let’s build a community to‐
gether. December 30th & 31st, 12–3pm in the parish hall.
I'm not sure about your house, but we have had an influx
of boxes at ours due to the holidays. With the new Mr.
Rogers movie out, there are so many Chris an principles
regarding community that can be shared with this current
genera on.
The kids can get crea ve and hopefully be inspired by
some play. We will start with a pile of boxes and wrap
them with plain white cra paper. Then the kids/teens
can use markers and crayons and be inspired by the town
of Shepherdstown or from Mr. Rogers or from a book
that they've been reading.
I love to watch how their ideas grow and they incorpo‐
rate other features and create roads out of cardstock and
chalk. Fire and police sta ons, apartments and a hospital,
museums, or even the local college can be incorporated
in our box town.
If you have kids of varying ages these kinds of projects
where they each make individual components of a larger
scene always work well. Just drop in and drop oﬀ your
kids with a box. This is the perfect opportunity for service hours for Confirma on students. Snack provided.
Best for ages 5 and up.
Brigi e Schmidt

End‐of‐Year Giving
If you would like to make an end of the year gi to St.
Agnes, for 2017 Tax purposes, please be sure to write
your check by December 31, 2019! Dona ons received
for the Solemnity of Mary will be processed in 2020.

Dear Parishioners,

The Christmas Season began with our first Mass
on Christmas Eve and continues through the Feast of
the Epiphany of the Lord (January 5) and the Baptism of
the Lord (January 12). I always find it wonderful when
we celebrate the day and then more comfortably relax,
visit, and spend time with one another through the 12
days.
We had more than 700 folks gather for the
three Christmas Masses. With joy and excitement we
remembered the birth of Christ and sang our praise of
God. Our prayer and hope is that celebrating his birth
into our human lives, we might reflect his presence to
one another and make this world a little more human
where we love, reverence, and respect one another.
There are many individuals we need to thank for
helping us prepare and celebrate the Christ feast. Quite a
number of folks spent many hours and days preparing
our church building and worship space. The decorations,
the flowers, the Christmas tree make all the difference
drawing us into the feast day and celebration. The choir
and musicians gave many hours of preparation and rehearsal time to help us pray from the heart and feel the
nearness of the Lord. Our ministers of hospitality, lectors, altar servers, and bread and cup ministers serve the
gathered assembly each and every Sunday and are especially important when we enter these holy days with visitors and increased participation from our parishioners.
A sincere thank you from me, your priest, and
from all your fellow parishioners. You are appreciated
more than you will ever know. Service is such an important part of our baptismal call, not only serving our
own community needs but to reach out and make a
difference in the greater community. Some of our folks
took time out and assisted me in celebrating Christmas
morning Mass with some youth at a detention center in
Martinsburg. And some of our young folks helped to
serve a meal to the homeless on Christmas evening. This
is what we are all about, living our faith in Christ Jesus,
reaching out to those who need help and encouragement.
Once again a blessed Christmas to each of you.
May the New Year bring us health and happiness and, to
this troubled world, peace and good will!

Con nuing Faith Forma on at St Agnes
Catholic Forma on is a lifelong process and our goal at
St. Agnes is to provide the kind of founda on for our chil‐
dren and youth that supports a desire to live out our faith
daily. We oﬀer weekly classes for children in kindergar‐
ten through Grade 12.
Our CFF program strives to stand on Jesus Christ and the
Trinity by living the example of our Catholic faith which
Jesus gave us, passing on our beau ful faith to our chil‐
dren, and constantly seeking out and teaching others to
seek the answers to the following: How can we meet
Jesus? How can we know Jesus? How can we love like
Jesus? We also seek to support families in prac cing the
faith outside of Church.
To help our young people build a founda on of faith, we
integrate cateche cal and curriculum‐based learning with
service, experien al, and retreat opportuni es in order
to build up both a knowledge of the Church and Her
teachings; as well as foster a founda onal encounter with
the Living God. We prepare children for First Reconcilia‐
on, First Communion and Confirma on. Please consider
enrolling your children now in forma on and not wai ng
un l the next school year. Classes start January 5th,
2020. If you are interested in becoming Catholic and you
are older, we oﬀer prepara on in our Rite of Chris an
Ini a on of Adults (RCIA) program.
If you would like to serve as a Catechist, Co‐Catechist,
Aide, Subs tute or Hall monitor please call the parish
oﬃce. Training is provided.
You are accepƟng the responsibility of training [this child]
in the pracƟce of the faith. It will be your duty to bring
[this child] up to keep God's commandments.
Rite of BapƟsm, 377

Social Concerns Weekend
January 4 &5, 2020
Please par cipate in the first Social Concerns Weekend of
2020 by:
‐Buying Hai an coﬀee or CRS decaf coﬀee
‐Contribu ng funds for meals for the homeless
‐Providing scarves, hats, gloves and new socks for the
homeless
‐Providing funds and/or feminine hygiene products
Recently parishioners served supper for the homeless on
Christmas night; others assisted Shepherdstown Presby‐
terian Church in providing overnight shelter for the
homeless; others filled stockings for the children at the
Board of Child Care in Mar nsburg; others donated coats
to the Eastern Panhandle Empowerment Center or funds
to the KofC Coats for Kids drive; and hundreds of parish‐
ioners provided Christmas gi s to those who had gi tag
requests on our Advent wreaths. Thanks to all of you!

Christmas Flowers
Our Christmas flowers have been given in memory of Chrissie Sawyer by Rosemary Santo; Shirley Burkett, George &
Dorothy Buys, and Elsie & John Piccolomini by John & Dotty Piccolomini; William Griffith by Carole Griffith;
Howard & Helen Grizzle by Helen Clare Grizzle; the Burleigh Family, the Thompson Family, the Moler Family, the
Greaser Family, and the Robertson Family by Bryan & Judy Robertson; Gary Dunlevy and Edward & Delma Brewer
by Lynn Dunlevy; Frank & Cecilia Vassallo by Eric & Anna Sokel; Norman Jackson by Stanley & Beverly Belchik;
Theresa Fowler by Meghan Bolden; Ed & Irene Bruning and Godfrey & Doris Klein by Fred & Irene Klein; Joan Conner by Bill Conner; Lynn & Kitty Rush and William & Marge Herridge by Lyle and Theresa Rush; Rex A. Norton by
Hilda Norton; Mary Brophy, Dolores Young, and William Young by Michael & Erin Valasek; Francis Snowden, Rob
& Joan Hopkin, Phyliss Smallwood, and Sophia Hansen by Marie Snowden; Milo & Helen Morotti and Dolly Morotti by Kathy Morotti; Clement & Elsie McCafferty, Albert & Evelyn Merhaut, and Albert & Jack Merhaut by Larry &
Pat Merhaut; the Turner & Roller Families by Ruth Roller & Larry Turner; Linda Palmer, Charles & Genevieve Palmer,
and John & Rose Hart by Tim & Mary Jo Palmer; Katie Kowalski and Constantine Chrystanowicz by Frank & Rosalie
Bielicki; Paul Curry by Arnold & Victoria Thomas; Elvira Risi and Almerinto Risi by Maria Lamanna; Bill Fritchman
by Nancy Curry; the Brady & Farrell Family by Rita & John Brady; Philip Mueller and Kenneth & Anna McCullough
by Barbara Mueller; Florence & Jerry O’Callaghan, Alice & Erwin Schmid, Latta & Rebecca Edwards, Edward & William Sheehan, John & Ada Davis, Wil Reguero, William Griffith, Neal Pike, Winfried Oxfort, Lisa Carper, Bailey
Tune, Dorothy Webb, Gail Filyo, Elizabeth Knighton, and Norman Jackson by Jane Edwards; and Jim & Jeannette
Chisholm and Harry & Harriet Botsford by Dean & Marie Botsford; in honor of Judy Lilga, Elaine RendlerMcQueeney and Rob Tudor & the St Agnes Choir, Liz Breckinridge, and Beth & Joe Yates, Fr Mat, Dee Hines, Dan
VanBelleghem, All Hospitality Ministers, All Eucharistic Ministers, All Ministers of the Word, the Social Activities
Committee, Members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry, Members of the Ugly Sleeping Bag Ministry, Rodica Stoicoiu,
and Eileen Dooley & Denis Woods by Jane Edwards; and as a gift to St Agnes by Pete & Marian Willauer, Joan &
James Keller, Jason & Jennifer McNeill, Henry & Barbara McDonald, Leonard & Helen Harris, Michele Ballard, Patricia Kiefer, Joseph & Sally Snyder, Cheryl Parish & Scott Stewart, Raymond & Lucille Nelson, Roger Powers, Grant &
Carole Davies, Betty Gregory, and Bill & Mary Gray.

In Gra tude

Annual Foul Shoo ng Contest
14th Annual

Foul Shooting
Contest
Sponsored by St. Agnes Church
Knights of Columbus

Thank you to all our cantors and musicians for their me
and talent. Some of our cantors are professional musi‐
cians who choose to volunteer in our music ministry. We
are extremely grateful to all of you!

New Hymnals
The Gift of Music

Memorialize this year’s hymnal
Our new liturgical year has begun, and our new
2020 hymnals are in use. You will find envelopes
in each hymnal if you would like to dedicate a
hymnal to a loved one. Place completed forms in
the oﬀertory basket.

Join us Saturday, January 11, from 9am‐12noon, at Shep‐
herdstown Middle School. Free and open to ALL boys &
girls ages 9‐14. Winners will receive trophy & cer ficate
and advance to regional compe on. Contact Lenearo
Ashford at 304‐820‐7859 or Bob Rizzo at 304‐676‐5687
for more informa on.

Solemnity of Mary
Tuesday, December 3 1 ~ 5:30pm
Wednesday, January 1 ~ 10:30am

Adult Faith Forma on

“Images of Jesus” Seminar

Adult Faith Forma on Winter Oﬀerings
(part of the SALT ‐St Agnes Learning Together ini a ve)
How Catholics Read the Bible course ‐ have you ever won‐
dered how the Bible came to be? Who were the Gospel
Writers? What do we make of Genesis since the Church
accepts the science of evolu on? What is specifically
“Catholic” about how we approach scripture? Join us for a
six week short course that will look at these ques ons and
more! We will meet at the Parish Center Sunday’s be‐
tween 9:15‐10:15 star ng January 12. Please let us know
if you plan on a ending ‐ the course is capped at 12 due to
space and there are two books you will need.

The Oﬃce of Forma on and Mission for the Diocese of
Wheeling‐Charleston, through its’ partnership with the
University of Dayton, is oﬀering a 5‐week seminar on
“Images of Jesus.” The seminar will be held on Thursday
nights from 7:00pm‐9:00pm at St. Agnes Parish Center on
the following dates: January 9, 16, 23 and February 6 and
13. The fee is $25 and covers the cost of all materi‐
als. Scholarships are available if the cost presents an ob‐
stacle.
Through this course the par cipant will have the oppor‐
tunity to examine, from a variety of theological perspec‐
ves, what we know and believe about the central figure
of the Chris an faith and arguably the most influen al
person who ever walked the earth. A er looking at many
diﬀerent resources, the student will be able to form a
personal answer to "Who do you say that I am?" Success‐
ful comple on of this course earns 2.5 CEU's.
The seminar will be facilitated by Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu. Dr.
Stoicoiu has been a professional minister in the Church
for 30 years. She holds an MA in Theology from the Uni‐
versity of Notre Dame and a Ph.D. in Systema c Theology
from The Catholic University of America. Her areas of
study and her current research interests are in the areas
of Roman Catholic‐Orthodox dialogue and the theology of
liturgy, especially as this informs the theology of Eucha‐
rist, Church and Ministry. She has taught both at the un‐
dergraduate and graduate level for almost twenty‐five
years, and is also the director of liturgy for St. Agnes Par‐
ish in Shepherdstown, WV. She has published in numer‐
ous professional journals, book chapters (including the
chapter on Eucharist and forgiveness in the new book
"Where Jus ce and Mercy Meet: Catholic Opposi on to
the Death Penalty,” published by Liturgical Press), and co‐
authored, with three of her academic associates, a new
book, "Genesis, Evolu on and the Search for a Reasoned
Faith," published through Anselm Academic. Dr. Stoicoiu
strongly believes that the academic study of theology of
the liturgy must be augmented by ac ve pastoral experi‐
ence and has worked to bring these two elements togeth‐
er for students and parishioners throughout her profes‐
sional life.
For more informa on or to sign up for the course, con‐
tact Jeanne McKeets in the Department of Forma on &
Mission at jmckeets@dwc.org or 304‐233‐0880, ext.
374. Space is limited, so sign up today to reserve your
spot. Registra on will close on January 6.

Also this winter:
The Pilgrim Church: we will explore how the Church we
know today came to be and look ahead exploring modern
challenges and how they may shape the Church of the fu‐
ture. This course is divided into two parts, 4 weeks for
each Part.
In Part 1 we will explore how the early Church formed
star ng with Scripture and then trace our way through
Popes and emperors, monasteries and here cs, through
the building of the great medieval cathedrals! This look at
the rise of power and authority, belief and ritual runs
Mondays at 1pm, star ng January 13.
The Pilgrim Church Part 2 con nues our explora on
of how the Church has organized itself. Here we will look
at the forces that led to the Reforma on and the respons‐
es that responded to it. We will look at how the Church
sought to reform itself, look at the Va can Councils I and II
and discuss the forces for change that the Church faces
today. Part 2 runs Mondays at 1pm, from February 17 ‐
March 9.
As well we will be oﬀering a 5 week Dayton course on
Thursday evenings if we get a minimum of 10 par cipants‐
Images of Jesus, this is a Christology course (theology of
Jesus) star ng Mid January and is part of the cateche cal
cer fica on courses for both the diocese and VLCFF pro‐
gram thru the University of Dayton.
We will also be oﬀering...
The Eucharist, Life of Our Faith! We will explore the scrip‐
tural roots of the Eucharist, it’s development through his‐
tory, why we do what we do, how our celebra on has
changed over me and why this celebra on is the central
expression of our faith!! We will discuss the ins and outs
of our Sunday Liturgy and end with a discussion of what is
sacramental real presence and being a Eucharis c people.
This will run Mondays at 1pm, March 16, 23, & 30.

ICON Workshop Rescheduled!
Early Chris an Byzan ne Iconography Workshop
A Series of Six One Day Friday Classes
January 17, 2020 – February 21, 2020

RCIA
Rite of Chris an Ini a on of Adults (RCIA) meets each
Sunday morning, 9:00‐10:15, at our historic St. Agnes
Chapel (Church and Washington Streets). All interested in
learning about the Catholic faith are welcome to a end.
Give Fr Mat a call should you like more informa on.

Book Discussion

Separated/Divorced Support Group
A Separated & Divorced Ministry has been created in
which members can discuss the challenges of separa on
and divorce and the steps to rebuilding their lives. Some
of our members are newly separated or divorced, while
others have completed the divorce recovery process. If
you are in need of this support group, it will be oﬀered
beginning Tuesday, January 14th 7:pm at St Leo’s Catholic Church Conference Room, 2109 Sulphur Springs Rd,
Inwood, WV 25428 and will be rota ng with other par‐
ishes in the area. There will be 10 sessions at a cost $10.
For more informa on and a registra on form can be ob‐
tained by contac ng Richard Hitchcock at 803‐331‐2565
or email rhitchsr@gmail.com.

Emergency Class Cancella on
and Inclement Weather

Eileen Dooley: 304‐876‐3320
dooleywoods@comcast.net
3rd Friday of the Month at 10:30am
All are welcome!
On January 17, 2020 we’ll begin discussion of The Universal Christ by Richard Rohr, and we’ll con nue the discus‐
sion of this book on February 21.
For a change of pace, our March 20 selec on will be Gods
of the Upper Air: How a Circle of Renegade Anthropologists Reinvented Race, Sex, and Gender in the TwenƟeth
Century by Charles King.
Excerpt from...

“Simple Acts to Save Our Planet”

In the event of inclement weather, we will be pos ng all
closings on the St. Agnes CFF/Youth Facebook (closed)
group page as well as our website,
www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org. You can also call the
parish oﬃce at 304‐876‐6436 and listen to the recording.
We will try our best to make a call regarding CFF classes
by 8pm the evening prior for any known weather
emergencies. Please know that if you feel it is unsafe to
travel, we want to ensure your safety and support your
decision to stay home.

Use biodegradable cat li er. Ever think about what hap‐
pens wo all that cat li er when you scoop out your four‐
legged friend’s box? It’s not a pre y sight. Using biode‐
gradable cat li er will help the planet and keep your BFF
happy!

Look for St. Agnes CFF/Youth on Facebook ‐
This is a closed group for parishioners who are
parents of K‐ HS youth of St. Agnes to find out
what ac vi es are happening for their children.
We will also share resources to support you in
forming your children in the faith.

Parish Financial Activity
Collections - Last Week
Offertory Collections

$8,242

Monthly Mortgage Assistance

$1,430

Total

$9,672

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$12,000

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collections Compared to Target
Tithe to help those in need



-$2,328
$824

(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)

The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston is commi ed to the protec on of its children and young peo‐
ple. The Diocese complies with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the
ProtecƟon of Children and Young People by maintaining an Oﬃce of Safe Environment. To report
an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or
you may confiden ally contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protec ve
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual
abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of
the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 (toll free) or 304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr.
Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Oﬃce of
Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. For more informa on on the Diocese’s Oﬃce of Safe Environ‐
ment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Oﬃce of Safe Environ‐
ment” under the “Oﬃces” menu. To learn more about the Catholic Church’s eﬀorts in preven ng
sexual abuse of children in the United States, please visit h p://www.usccb.org. Under “Issues and
Ac on,” click “Child and Youth Protec on” from the drop down menu.

Amazon Smile Pays Oﬀ!
We just received a dona on from Amazon
Smile in the amount of $72.27. Since we have
been registered as a nonprofit with Amazon
Smile, St. Agnes has received $430.06 thanks to
those of you who shop through Amazon Smile
and have selected St. Agnes as the nonprofit
that you support. If you are an Amazon shop‐
per, please consider this way of suppor ng St
Agnes. There is no added cost to you!

CASH CARD CORNER
Cash Cards make “Cents” every day!
$108.26 Earned from Last Week’s Sales
$7,750.00 in Sales
43 Participating Families
We oﬀer in stock cards 7 days a week and can
special order cards for 300+ merchants for quick
delivery! Cards are sold a er all Masses and in the
Parish Oﬃce Monday‐Friday, 9am‐4pm.

Professional Aerial (Drone)
Photography & Videography
Solu ons.

Is Your Favorite
Business Adver sing with Us?
Help them connect with St. Agnes. Share this announcement with them
& we’ll do the rest.
Business Owners, Can we help you promote your business? Consider
advertising in our weekly bulletin. We’ll begin publishing on July 1 & ads
will run for one full year. Each 1” x 1 ½ “ ad space is $125. You may
purchase multiple spaces. Free design service is provided. All spaces
are available on a first come, first serve basis once your agreement
and full payment are received.
For more informa on, contact Beth Yates at 304‐ 876‐6436 or
Oﬃce@StAgnesShepherdstown.org

