S a i n t

A g n e s

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others. We
rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments. We welcome the opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.
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St. Agnes Chapel
204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Sunday Readings
Isaiah 11:1‐10
Psalm 72:1‐2, 7‐8, 12‐13, 17
Romans 15:4‐9
Ma hew 3:1‐12
Second Sunday of Advent

Weekly Schedule

Remember in Prayer

Sunday Masses
Saturday 5:30pm, Sunday 8:00am & 10:30am
Weekday Masses
Solemnity of the Immaculate Concep on
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Monday at 7pm
Wednesday & Friday at 12noon

Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our vet‐
erans in recovery, and those recently ill especially Ann
Marie Huebschman and Kenny Harder (brother‐in‐law of
George e Rush). Names are placed in the bulle n for ap‐
proximately one month and then placed on the sick list
near the bap smal font. Together we pray as a communi‐
ty for all who are listed in the prayer book in addi on to
those listed above. Your personal prayer requests may be
added to the prayer book at any me.

Reconcilia on: Saturday at 4:30pm
Parish Oﬃce: Monday ‐ Friday 9am‐4pm
Cash Card Sales: A er all weekend Masses and week‐
days during oﬃce hours (please call first)

How Catholics Read the Bible
Sat,
Dec 7







Advent Retreat 9am
Korben Felice Cook Bap sm 11am
Social Concerns Weekend
Perpetual Memorial Mass 5:30pm
KOC Christmas Card Sale A er Mass

Have you ever wondered where the Bible comes from?
Who were the Gospel writers? What about all those oth‐
er “Gospels” we hear about in the news? What is the
Catholic approach to scripture?

Sun,
Dec 8












Second Sunday of Advent
Social Concerns Sunday
RCIA 9am
CFF 9:15am
Choir Rehearsal 9:15am
Advent Wreath Tag Gi s Due by 12noon!
Social Concerns mee ng 12noon
Confirma on Class 4pm
Youth Mass 5pm
KOC Christmas Card Sale A er Masses

How Catholics Read the Bible is a three week short course
that looks at the history of the Bible and the approach
that the Catholic Church takes to reading the Bible. We
will meet Monday a ernoons at the Parish Center from 1‐
3 pm, beginning December 9. There are a couple of books
you will need to order so please let us know you are
a ending‐ contact aﬀ@stagnesshepherdstown.org or call
the oﬃce.

Mon,
Dec 9

 Solemnity of the Immaculate Concep on

of the Blessed Virgin Mary Mass at 7pm

 How Catholics Read the Bible 1pm
 SVdP Mee ng 7pm

Tues,
Dec 10

 No CFF
 KOC Mee ng 7:30pm

Wed,
Dec 11

 Finance Council 6pm
 AA 7pm

Thurs,
Dec 12

 Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe

Fri,
Dec 13

 Prayer Group 11am

Sat,
Dec 14






Sun,
Dec 15








Mon,
Dec 16
Tues,
Dec 17

Lector Training 10am
Communal Reconcilia on 4pm
Health Screening a er All Masses
KOC Christmas Card Sale A er Mass

Third Sunday of Advent
RCIA 9am
CFF 9:15am
Choir Rehearsal 9:15am
KOC Christmas Card Sale A er Masses
AFF: Carmelite Spirituality with Jan
Sengers 12noon (RSVP for Lunch)
 How Catholics Read the Bible 1pm
 CFF 6:15pm

New Liturgical Minister Training
New liturgical minister training:
Training for new lector’s will be held in the Church on
Sunday, December 8, from 12‐2pm and Saturday, Decem‐
ber 14, from 10am‐12noon.
New Bread and Cup training will be on Sunday, December
22, from 12‐2pm.
ALL Bread and Cup ministers who wish to review proce‐
dures, ask ques ons and make sugges ons‐ we will be
reviewing the prac cal elements from 1‐2 in this training
session and you are warmly welcome to a end!!

Reflec ons on Carmelite Spirituality
Reflec ons on Carmelite Spirituality
By Dr. Jan V. Sengers, OCDS
Dr. Sengers is Professor Emeritus from the University of
Maryland and a long me member of St. Agnes
He has been a member of the Discalced Carmelite Secular
Order since 1972.
At noon on Sunday, December 15, Dr. Sengers will be
sharing his decades of experience in Carmelite prayer and
contempla on. The Season of Advent is the perfect me
for reflec on and growth in our rela onship with God and
one another.

Dear Parishioners,
This week we will celebrate two feast days honoring the Virgin Mary. On Monday evening, December
9, at 7 o’clock, we will gather to celebrate the Feast of
the Immaculate Conception of Mary. Even as this feast
focuses upon Mary’s conception in her mother’s womb,
we praise God for the hope that she embodies for all of
us. What can we learn from this first and most important relationship Jesus experienced within humankind? The relationship between a mother and child is
indeed something profound and sacred. At the end of
his earthly life, Jesus entrusted his mother to the care of
the apostle John and thus began an intimate relationship between Mary and we human folks.
Even though the obligation to celebrate Mass
has been lifted this year, please come and join us for
Mass. This is also the Patronal Feast-day of the United
States of America, an opportunity to pray for our
nation and national leaders.
The second feast honoring Mary this week is the
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Thursday, December
12. Our Mexican brothers and sisters cry Viva la Virgin!
Mary appeared to Juan Diego in 1531 and brought more
clearly into sight, God’s desire to visit and dwell with
people of every time and race. Even though we do not
have a scheduled Mass on this day, we can each remember and ponder the gift of Mary, the gift of Jesus in our
midst! We can also pray for our Mexican brothers and
sisters.
On Saturday afternoon, we will gather at 4
o’clock and celebrate our Advent Communal Reconciliation. In this season of preparation, Jesus invites us to
prepare for his Kingdom by letting go of negative patterns of behavior—to forgive and to let ourselves be
forgiven—to give into new ways of living. By letting go
and forgiving, we are able to participate in a deeper relationship with God and with one another.
We will have two visiting priests to help assist
with the celebration, Fr. Bob Keffer and Fr. Pius from
the VAMC. Do make an effort to come and open your
heart to God’s grace, love, and peace.

Lost & Found
Our lost and found basket (by the exit nearest the re‐
strooms) is once again overflowing. Please take a look
and see if any of the items are yours!

Advent Has Begun!
Advent Reconcilia on
Our Advent Communal Reconcilia on will be on Saturday,
December 14, at 4pm.
At Home with the Word**
This is your guide to a deeper understanding of the
Sunday scriptures. It provides the readings for this
liturgical year, along with insights from scripture
scholars, and ac on steps. It also includes prayers,
cita ons for weekday readings, and other resources for
scripture study. You can pick up your copy of At Home
with the Word in the Narthex or at the Parish Center.
**A dona on envelope is included with each item which
can simply be placed in the oﬀertory basket.

Advent Giving Tags
If you picked up a tag, your wrapped gi with the tag
a ached to the outside of the package needs to be
dropped oﬀ to the church or parish center no later than
12 noon on Sunday, December 8 (That’s today!). Social
Concerns will sort and deliver all the gi s to the various
agencies.

Memorial Christmas Flowers
Parishioners may memorialize our Christmas season
decorations. Memorials will be listed in our Christmas
bulletin. Complete an envelope, found on the narthex
table or included in your monthly envelope mailing, and
place it in the offertory basket by Sunday, December 22.

KOC Christmas Card Sale
The Knights of Columbus have religious Christmas Cards
for sale December 7/8 and 14/15 a er Mass. We have a
variety of beau ful cards in limited quan es. Please
stop a er Mass and have a look. Cash or check accepted.

New Hymnals
The Gift of Music

Memorialize this year’s hymnal
Our new liturgical year has begun, and our
new 2020 hymnals are in use. You will find
envelopes in each hymnal if you would like
to dedicate a hymnal to a loved one. Place
completed forms in the oﬀertory basket.

Christmas Mass Invita ons
Christmas Mass invita ons are available in the Narthex.
Please feel free to take one (or more) and invite family
and friends to join us in our celebra ons.

From the Parish Pastoral Council
St Agnes' "Stewardship Weekend" was held on November
9th and 10th and we appreciate everyone who signed up
or expressed an interest. We are happy to report that 19
individuals signed up to help out with Liturgical Ministries
(Bread and Cup; Lector; Server and Hospitality) across all
the Masses; 3 signed up to help out with the Facili es &
Maintenance Commi ee, 3 for the Nursing/Health Minis‐
try, and 3 to help serve Coﬀee a er Mass. Thank you!
As much as this helped us in reaching our goals, for those
who are s ll interested in volunteering ‐ it's never too
late to sign up. We are looking for 10 addi onal Hospitali‐
ty Ministers for each Mass. We also are looking for at
least 4 more Servers for each Mass and are par cularly
short of servers at the 8:00am Mass ‐ needing at least 8
more Servers. The Maintenance Commi ee would also
welcome parishioners with appropriate skills ‐ plumbing,
electric, masonry, carpentry, pain ng, general handyman
‐ to whom we might turn when specific needs arise.
If you are interested in helping out these or any St Agnes
ministry, please contact our Parish Oﬃce, and we will be
happy to get you in touch with the proper individuals.
Thank you.

Cold Weather Shelter
Save the Dates!
St Agnes will be assis ng the Shepherdstown Presbyterian
Church with hos ng the Cold Weather Shelter the week
of December 14‐20. Orienta ons will be scheduled once
folks volunteer to par cipate. Volunteers are needed as
chaperones as well as to assist with morning meals. For
more informa on or to volunteer, contact Dan VanBelle‐
ghem, dvanbell@citlink.net.

St. Agnes Perpetual
Mass Memorial

On the first Sunday of each month Mass will be
celebrated for all of our family members, loved
ones, and friends enrolled in the St. Agnes Perpetual
Mass Memorial. Newly enrolled this month:
Dr. Ronald C. Best

by Jay & Heidi Boyd

Marguerite Hitchcock

by Chuck Pierpont & Bill Donahue

Bernie Hudak

by Claire & Jimmy Williamson

Gregory Ratte

by Richard & Suzanne Walton

Adriaan Teeling
by Jan V. Sengers

Coats for Kids Thank You
The Knights of Columbus wish to extend a big thank you
to the parish. Because of the generous support received
for the Coats for Kids Campaign, 108 coats will be
distributed to children in need in our area!

Separated/Divorced Support Group
St. Agnes would like to oﬀer a Separated and Divorced
Support Group, depending on interest in this area. The
program would be oﬀered for a 9 to 10 week period,
mee ng once a week at a loca on to be determined. The
program would be headed by Mr. Richard Hitchcock of St.
Agnes. Mr. Hitchcock headed a similar program in the
Diocese of Orlando. If you are interested in a ending this
program or have any ques ons, please contact Mr. Hitch‐
cock at 803‐331‐2565.

Emergency Class Cancella on
and Inclement Weather
In the event of inclement weather, we will be pos ng all
closings on our website. Please go to
www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org or the St. Agnes CFF/
Youth Facebook (closed) group page for cancella on
informa on. You can also call the parish oﬃce at 304‐876
‐6436 and listen to the recording. We will try our best to
make a call regarding CFF classes by 8pm the evening
prior for any known snow emergencies. We are not able
to call your home to advise you of any changes. It will be
the parent’s responsibility to check from home for
cancella ons. Please know that if you feel it is unsafe to
travel, we want to ensure your safety and support your
decision to stay home.

Social Concerns Weekend

Cash Cards for Christmas

December 7 & 8, 2019

Cash Cards can help you simplify your Christmas giving
and provide funds for St. Agnes! We have many in stock,
and we can special order a huge variety of cards. Once an
order is placed, the cards will be in and ready for pick up
the following weekend. Please note that the last day to
place special orders to insure arrival before Christmas is
Sunday, December 15.

There is lots happening this Social Concerns Weekend.
All wrapped gi s for the Gi Tag project are due by noon
on Sunday, December 8. If you take a tag or two or
more, please return the gi s by then. Otherwise, Social
Concerns members need to shop for the gi s that a er‐
noon using funds we usually use for other purposes. We
don’t want anyone on our gi tag list to be disappointed.
We’ll be collec ng funds to feed the hungry and home‐
less and also collec ng new socks, hats, scarves and
gloves. Youth and parishioners will be serving the meal
on Christmas Day. We’d like to be able to oﬀer warm
clothing as well as great food. Please bring dona ons to
church or drop oﬀ dona ons at the Parish Center. There
is a basket in the entry.
We received word that Eastern Panhandle Empowerment
Center, EPEC (formerly Shenandoah Women’s Center)
has a desperate need for women’s winter coats. You can
drop oﬀ women’s coats at the oﬃce on Mar n St. M‐F
from 9 – 4, or leave them at the parish center and some‐
one will take them to EPEC. We’ll be accep ng dona ons
for feminine hygiene products for EPEC as well.
The Li le Brothers and Sisters of the Incarna on are na‐
ve Hai an religious orders working primarily in the Up‐
per Plateau in Hai and also opera ng orphanages in Port
Au Prince. This is a report this week from an American
associate in close communica on with them. “One of the
sisters from Saintard, together with the chauﬀeur and
another person were hijacked when they ventured out
for provisions a week ago and the truck was seized and
burned right there on the street. The three were robbed,
the provisions burned with the truck, but thankfully no
one was physically harmed. At the moment, the roads in
and out of the capital are all blocked, “bandits” are pre‐
sent everywhere and kidnapping and extor on are popu‐
lar money‐making proposi ons… Brother ‘X’ and two
companions were stopped mul ple mes on a former 2
½ hour trip to the Central Plateau area which cost them
$1,000 in impromptu ‘tolls’ and 8 hours of addi onal
‘travel me.’”
Needless to say, the financial losses to these religious
orders are a substan al setback but the con nuing dan‐
ger to them physically and to those they serve is even
more cri cal.
A Christmas gi sugges on: We can’t personally do any‐
thing to help the poli cal situa on but purchasing the
Fair Trade Just Hai coﬀee we will be selling helps the
farmers with much needed income during this crisis – and
it is good coﬀee! On Feb. 2, 2020, Kim Lamberty, founder
and president of Just Hai , Inc. will be speaking a er the
10:30 Mass. Mark your calendars!

Christmas Shopping & Amazon Smile
If you are doing any Christmas shopping on Amazon.com,
remember to use Amazon Smile! Don’t forget to desig‐
nate Saint Agnes Catholic Church as the nonprofit you
are suppor ng when you shop through Amazon Smile.
There is no added cost to you, and St Agnes benefits
financially! Signing up for Amazon Smile is quick and
painless if you have not already done so.

Book Discussion

Eileen Dooley: 304‐876‐3320
dooleywoods@comcast.net
3rd Friday of the Month at 10:30am
All are welcome!
We’ve had a change in plans! On November 15, we dis‐
cussed the first 8 chapters of Jesus of Nazareth: What He
Wanted, Who He Was by Gerhard Lohfink. We found the
book challenging but valuable – and our discussion very
helpful. We have decided to meet on December 18 at
10:30 to discuss the rest of the book and do a recap.
Please join us.
On January 17, 2020 we’ll begin discussion of The Universal Christ by Richard Rohr, and we’ll con nue the discus‐
sion of this book on February 21.
For a change of pace, our March 20 selec on will be Gods
of the Upper Air: How a Circle of Renegade Anthropologists Reinvented Race, Sex, and Gender in the TwenƟeth
Century by Charles King.

Catholic Chari es WV
Support Catholic Chari es WV today! Our readings re‐
mind us that God can speak to us through the most un‐
likely people. At Catholic Chari es, we see Jesus in every‐
one we meet! We provide caring and compassionate ser‐
vices to people in need, and we work toward las ng and
meaningful change. Donate by visi ng our website,
www.CatholicChari esWV.org, or at any Christmas
Mass, just simply note CCWV in the memo. We’re
wai ng in joyful hope: 17 Days Un l Christmas!

ICON Workshop Rescheduled!

End‐of‐Year Giving

Early Chris an Byzan ne Iconography Workshop
A Series of Six One Day Friday Classes
January 17, 2020 – February 21, 2020
This workshop is a unique theological, religious, spiritual,
and ar s c experience that is open to everyone. We are
now taking registra ons. Registra on forms can be found
in the Narthex, the Parish Center, or on the St. Agnes
website.

Pilgrimage to the Shrines of Italy
Fr. Dan Pisano, Pastor at St John the Evangelist Church in
Wellsburg, WV, will be the Spiritual Director for a 12‐Day
Pilgrimage to the Shines of Italy from Sep 14‐25, 2020.
The I nerary includes 2 night in Padova, 3 nights in Flor‐
ence, 2 nights in Assisi, and 3 nights in Rome. Side trips
to Milan, Venice and Siena are planned. The cost is $4300
each. Deposit is $450 each with final payment by July 14,
2020. An Early Booking Discount is available. The pack‐
age includes round trip air from most East coast and Mid‐
west ci es, daily breakfast and dinners, Superior Tourist
Class hotels, and English speaking guides. For addi onal
informa on and brochures, call John Tagnesi, 1‐888‐544‐
4461 or email: jtag1964@verizon.net.

If you would like to make an end of the year gi to St.
Agnes, for 2017 Tax purposes, please be sure to write
your check by December 31, 2019! Dona ons received
for the Solemnity of Mary will be processed in 2020.
Excerpt from...

“Simple Acts to Save Our Planet”
Carbonate your own drinks. There are many do‐it‐
yourself ways to carbonate your own beverages, but you
can also buy a soda or seltzer maker if you’re new to the
process. If you enjoy soda, carbona ng your own drinks
will help cut back on aluminum can and plas c bo le
waste—and you’ll learn a new skill!

RCIA
Rite of Chris an Ini a on of Adults (RCIA) meets each
Sunday morning, 9:00‐10:15, at our historic St. Agnes
Chapel (Church and Washington Streets). All interested in
learning about the Catholic faith are welcome to a end.
Give Fr Mat a call should you like more informa on.

Parish Financial Activity

Lector Books Available

Collections - Last Week
Offertory Collections

$8,694
$745

Monthly Mortgage Assistance
Total

$9,439

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$12,000

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collections Compared to Target
Tithe to help those in need

A en on All Lectors! Your lector books are
ready for pick up! You will find them in the Nar‐
thex in front of the St. Agnes mosaic. Please
note that we have begun using these new
books, so you will want to get yours now!



-$2,561
$869

(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)

The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston is commi ed to the protec on of its children and young peo‐
ple. The Diocese complies with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the
ProtecƟon of Children and Young People by maintaining an Oﬃce of Safe Environment. To report
an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or
you may confiden ally contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protec ve
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual
abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of
the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 (toll free) or 304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr.
Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Oﬃce of
Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. For more informa on on the Diocese’s Oﬃce of Safe Environ‐
ment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Oﬃce of Safe Environ‐
ment” under the “Oﬃces” menu. To learn more about the Catholic Church’s eﬀorts in preven ng
sexual abuse of children in the United States, please visit h p://www.usccb.org. Under “Issues and
Ac on,” click “Child and Youth Protec on” from the drop down menu.

Look for St. Agnes CFF/Youth on Facebook ‐
This is a closed group for parishioners who are
parents of K‐ HS youth of St. Agnes to find out
what ac vi es are happening for their children.
We will also share resources to support you in
forming your children in the faith.

CASH CARD CORNER
Cash Cards make “Cents” every day!
$321.76 Earned from Last Week’s Sales
$7,465.00 in Sales
30 Participating Families
We oﬀer in stock cards 7 days a week and can
special order cards for 300+ merchants for quick
delivery! Cards are sold a er all Masses and in the
Parish Oﬃce Monday‐Friday, 9am‐4pm.

Is Your Favorite
Business Adver sing with Us?
Help them connect with St. Agnes. Share this announcement with them
& we’ll do the rest.
Business Owners, Can we help you promote your business? Consider
advertising in our weekly bulletin. We’ll begin publishing on July 1 & ads
will run for one full year. Each 1” x 1 ½ “ ad space is $125. You may
purchase multiple spaces. Free design service is provided. All spaces
are available on a first come, first serve basis once your agreement
and full payment are received.
For more informa on, contact Beth Yates at 304‐ 876‐6436 or
Oﬃce@StAgnesShepherdstown.org

