S a i n t

A g n e s

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others. We
rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments. We welcome the
opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.
Pastoral Staff
Pastor: Rev. Andrew M. Switzer
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. T. Mathew Rowgh
Coordinator of Faith Forma on: Bill Donahue
Director of Liturgy: Rodica Stoicoiu
Parish Secretary: Beth Yates
Administra ve Assistant: Larry Halvey Goodwin
Accoun ng: Lizzie Lowe

Pastoral Council
Carmela Cesare ~ Peg Eackles ~ Michele Goldman
David Godfrey ~ Shaná Harris ~ Amie Ho‐Leung
Michael Keefe ~ Albert Leung ~ Kathryn McAteer

Finance Council
Pat Barth ~ Mike Drewes ~ Todd Hershey
Sue Kemnitzer ~ David Matera
Bob Morrow ~ Arnold Thomas ~ Richard Walton

April 10, 2022

St. Agnes Church
200 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown

St. Agnes Parish Office
106 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown
P.O. Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443
Telephone 304‐876‐6436
Oﬃce@StAgnesShepherdstown.org
www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org

St. Agnes Chapel
204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Sunday Readings
Isaiah 50:4‐7
Psalm 22:7‐8, 16‐17, 18‐19, 22‐23
Philippians 2:6‐11
Luke 22:14‐23:56

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion

Holy Week at St Agnes

Mass Inten ons
Saturday, 5:30pm Mass for
Deacon John Maloney

Wednesday, April 13
12noon Mass

Holy Thursday, April 14

7:00pm Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper
9:30pm Night Prayer

Good Friday, April 15

9:00am Morning Prayer
3:00pm Stations of the Cross
7:00pm Liturgy of the Passion
and Death of the Lord

Holy Saturday, April 16

9:00am Morning Prayer
NO Reconciliation or 5:30pm Mass
8:00pm Easter Vigil Mass

Easter Sunday, April 17

8:00am Easter Morning Mass
10:30am Easter Morning Mass
(Easter Story for Children at 10:15am)
11:45am Easter Egg Hunt
Bishop Brennan has li ed the request that everyone
mask. However, we s ll encourage masking for love of
neighbor.
Parish Oﬃce Hours: Monday–Friday 9am‐4pm
Cash Card Sales: Weekdays during oﬃce hours
(please call first)

Sunday, 8am for
Bill Hennessy
May Deacon John and Bill share
in the fulness of God’s mercy and peace.

Remember in Prayer
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill especially Lor‐
raine O’Connor, Holly Harris, Ernie Knipe, Robert Layne,
Barbara Broomall, Jan Sengers, and Frank Bielicki. Names
are placed in the bulle n for approximately one month
and then those names are placed on the 2nd Friday pray‐
er list and are remembered in prayer each month.

Sharing Good News!
Danielle Washbourne, granddaughter of Bill & Kathryn
Seymour, has been on our prayer list for some me. Bill &
Kathryn would like to thank you for your prayerful sup‐
port during this diﬃcult me and let you know the won‐
derful news that Danielle has undergone treatment and is
considered to be cancer free!

Synod on Synodality:
Community, Par cipa on, Mission

RCIA
The prophet Ezekiel tells us that
God dwells with us, that we are his
people and he is our God. As we
enter into this holiest of weeks, let
us reach out to those who do not dwell within this em‐
brace and invite them to journey with us. Let them know
that not only is God among us, but God is with them and
calling them to journey with us. The ini a on team is
here to welcome them and journey together. Interested?
Have ques ons? Contact Debbie Stollery, the RCIA Coor‐
dinator: deborah.stollery@gmail.com.

Shepherdstown Ministerial Associa on
Revisioning
We need your voices and ideas as we come together in unity to
plan for our mission in our community. Please join us on Tues‐
day April 26th at 7 pm at St. James Lutheran Church in Uvilla
(4320 Shepherdstown Pike, Shenandoah Junc on). For more
informa on, contact Michele Goldman: 540‐539‐0498 or
mgoldman9797@gmail.com.

The weekend following Easter we will hold two final sessions. On Saturday, April 23rd, at 3:00 PM, we are going
to have session One, which includes themes one through
five. The next day, Sunday, April 24th, at 12 noon, we
will have Session Two, which includes themes six
through ten.
CFF families have been working on ques ons at home
and a facilitator has reached out to those people who
are homebound. There have been a few individuals who
have contributed input in wri ng and Catholic Chari es
had a special session led by our facilitator. We have tried
to include as many people as possible. There will be sign
ups a er Masses this weekend and on the website. If you
have missed a session or both sessions, the weekend
a er Easter will be your last chance to be a part of this
exci ng process. Come and bring a friend.
Synod Coordinators,
Eileen Ellio & Helen Harris

Dear Parishioners,
Let go into the Mystery
Let yourself go
You've got to open up your heart
That's all I know
As we begin Holy Week, this week of celebrating the death and resurrection of Jesus or what we call
the Paschal Mystery, these words above from Van Morrison might be the best advice. We have come to the
culmination of Lent and now enter into Holy Week.
These mysteries of the death and resurrection are not a
reenactment, but, rather, these mysteries of our faith
are made present to transform us now. As we receive
the palms, hear the passion story, celebrate the Lord’s
supper with the feet washing, venerate the cross on
Good Friday, and renew our baptism at the Easter Vigil,
the best advice I can give is from Van Morrison. Let go.
Let the Spirit lead us into these mysteries. They will
touch us all in different ways, in a sense, to allow the
mystery of God’s love to wash over us and heal us. Philosopher Paul Ricoeur says symbols give rise to thought.
The symbols that we celebrate will evoke different
thoughts in us to bring about what is known as a
metanoia which in Greek means to change the way we
think, to move into a different way of seeing reality,
offering us healing and a new beginning. As Van Morrison says, and I suggest this could be Jesus, “Trust what I
say and do what you’re told, and all your dirt will turn
into gold.” May we let go into the mystery and may
our hearts be transformed by the love of Christ into
gold.

Fr. Andy

Shepherdstown Shares Request for Help
Shepherdstown Shares will provide each of our regular,
weekly clients with a ham for Easter, and we are asking
for your help with covering the cost. We need $20 per
ham; can you pitch in? You may write a check to Shep‐
herdstown Shares, P.O. Box 1780. Shepherdstown, WV
25442, or pay online via PayPal.

St Agnes Scholarship
St. Agnes announces the 2022 annual Scholarship Award!
Ac ve, par cipa ng members of St. Agnes who are grad‐
ua ng high school in 2022 are encouraged to apply for a
scholarship to assist in furthering their educa on. It may
be used for any ins tute of higher learning or trade
school. Applica ons are available in the Narthex and the
parish center or can be emailed to interested applicants.
Deadline for applica on submission to the oﬃce will be
May 6th.

United Way Unity Campaign
Support for Catholic Chari es WV
Mar nsburg
There has been much focus on Ukraine and its needs, and
a generous outpouring of support for Ukrainians. Right
now there’s also another worthy cause in need of sup‐
port. Our Regional Catholic Chari es Oﬃce does superb
work, o en unappreciated. This is a chance to support
them in a way that mul plies any dona on made. There
is a VERY short window of opportunity. Between now and
April 12, United Way will give 100% of any dona on
made to United Way in the name of Catholic Chari es to
our local Catholic Chari es. In addi on, an anonymous
donor has provided funds for a par al match of all dona‐
ons United Way receives for Catholic Chari es (and oth‐
er organiza ons in the Eastern Panhandle).
Catholic Chari es’ goal is $20,000 but they are a long way
from reaching it. Can you help?
Here’s the link to donate online. h ps://
app.mobilecause.com/vf/UNITY/team/
CatholicChari esWV
Donors can also write a check to the United Way of the
Eastern Panhandle with Unity Campaign – Catholic Chari es in the memo (100% of the money will go to CCWVa,
it just needs to go the United Way for the matching
funds). If you would like to contribute via cash or check,
please fill out the form found here: h ps://
www.uwayep.org/sites/uwayep.org/files/2022%
20Unity%20Oﬄine%20Dona on%20Form.pdf, or pick up
a copy in the Narthex and mail your dona on with the
form to United Way of the Eastern Panhandle at 24 Dis‐
trict Way, Ste. 201, Mar nsburg, WV 25404.

Sacred Art in Ac on
One of the themes of the Synod on Synodality is
“par cipa on.” The word takes on various meanings. Let
me oﬀer one to you, from the perspec ve of Sacred Art
in Ac on, Inc. “Par cipa on” is the second movement in
the process of evangeliza on. Having encountered the
beau ful, in the Good News of Jesus Christ, in the love of
others, in the art and architecture inspired by God in
Christ…having lost your breath to a sunset, found peace
by the seaside, and inspira on in the forest, you want
now to par cipate in this beauty. You want to draw near
to Jesus Christ. How can one do that? One way is to par‐
cipate in crea ng yourself…to par cipate in unleashing
the crea ve image of God within each of us. Sacred Art in
Ac on, Inc. will oﬀer you many opportuni es to do just
that…to par cipate in crea ng beauty.
Iconographer Ta ana Gubenko will be here at St. Agnes
from June 13‐18, 2022 oﬀering us a chance to do just
that, to learn how to “write” an icon, using the materials
and techniques of an quity. Save the dates and watch for
more informa on. It’s one way to par cipate in the evan‐
gelizing mission of the Church…create something beau ‐
ful, par cipate through the parish!

Catholic Corner
Passion Sunday, the Beginning of Holy Week
And so we begin! Passion Sunday marks the last Sunday
of Lent and opens Holy Week. On this day we begin with
the celebra on of Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem, an act
that will lead to the culmina on of the Paschal Mystery
with his death and resurrec on. With palms in hand, sing‐
ing in praise, we process in commemora on. But this is
Passion Sunday. The name reflects the ancient Roman
custom of the proclama on of the Passion on the Sunday
preceding Easter and it is this proclama on that makes
up the heart of the liturgy on the first day of Holy Week.
This year we read The Passion from the Gospel of Luke.
Here we encounter some of the oldest eucharis c tradi‐
ons in the New Testament, including men on of the two
cups, reflec ng the ancient Passover meal set by Luke in
the context of the now present reign of God. Here the
second cup is blessed as the cup of the new covenant, in
his blood that will be shed for all. The meaning of the cup
is made even more explicit just a few paragraphs further
when Jesus prays to the Father that if it be his will to
“take this cup away from me; s ll, not my will but yours
be done.” To drink the cup is to pay the cost. This is the
case for us today (pandemic aside) we are called by our
bap sm to give our yes, to drink the cup, to be willing to
pay the price and give ourselves away in care for others.
Luke’s account of the Passion, set as it is in light of salva‐
on history, the fulfilment of the Paschal Mystery and the
depth of the Eucharist, casts the suﬀering and death of
Christ in terms of hope, trust and resurrec on. At the
very end of the Passion account, between sun and dark‐
ness, Jesus’ final words reflect his prayer in the Garden.
“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” He puts
his trust in his Father, he takes the cup and by so doing
he brings to fulfilment his life and death at the resurrec‐
on.

SU Guitar Ensemble Concert
at St Agnes Church
to Benefit Ukrainian Relief
Shepherd University’s Guitar Ensemble will present a
concert to benefit Ukrainian Relief on Sunday, April 24, at
3 p.m. at St. Agnes Catholic Church in Shepherdstown,
West Virginia. The concert will feature solo and ensem‐
ble selec ons. Shepherd’s Guitar Ensemble will present
arrangements of familiar songs by The Beatles, and two
pieces by Swiss guitarist, percussionist, and composer
Jürg Kindle tled “Berimbao” and “Funky”. “Berimbao”,
sub tled “Percussion Guitar Music No.1, Quartet No. 3”,
is based on African and Afro‐Cuban rhythms and
a empts to imitate ancient percussion instruments. The
guitar arrangement requires guitarists to strike the string
with a s ck. “Funky” is an upbeat, fresh arrangement for
ensemble with pop, disco, and funk riﬀs that the players
really enjoy. The concert will also include solo classical
and contemporary works by students.
Dr. Candice Mowbray is the Director of Shepherd’s guitar
program, and she is assisted this semester by Mr. Hart
Wells, the Director of Guitar for Potomac Falls High
School in Sterling, Virginia.
Admission to this concert is free. All dona ons to St. Ag‐
nes at this concert will be directed to ongoing Ukrainian
relief eﬀorts and would be sincerely appreciated. For
more informa on, contact Robert Tudor, Dean of the Col‐
lege of Arts, Humani es, and Social Sciences at
rtudor@shepherd.edu.
SU Guitar Ensemble Ukrainian Relief Concert
Sunday, April 24, at 3 p.m.
St. Agnes Catholic Church
200 Duke Street
Shepherdstown, WV 25443

Survey of Catholic Doctrine
Would you like to delve more deeply into your faith?
Look more closely at what Catholics believe? Then this
course may interest you!!
Survey of Catholic Doctrine
Apr 25‐May 15 (registra on opens Mar 9)
This course will look at some of the major doctrines of
the Catholic Church. Par cipants will come to a be er
understanding of the Trinity, original sin, church, salva‐
on history, and the communion of saints. We will look at
the meaning of magisterium, ecumenism, eschatology,
and other Catholic terms.
By the end of the course we will have:
• Understood some arguments for the existence of God.
• Defined revela on as God's communica on with us
• Ar culated why the Trinity is the central mystery of our
Chris an faith and life.
• Ar culated how Scripture speaks of God as creator.
• Described original sin as a condi on we are born into

where we are inclined toward choosing evil
• Understood Jesus as God’s self revealed.
• Understood the role of the Holy Spirit in the life of the
Church.
• Understood the role of the Church in God’s plan of sal‐
va on and the rela onship of the Catholic Church and
other religions
• Ar culated how Mary and the saints are models of
Chris an holiness
• Described the Church’s teachings in the area of escha‐
tology.
This course will be facilitated by Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu, it is
oﬀered through the VLCFF program of the University of
Dayton and underwri en by the Diocese which will cover
the tui on and books.
Have ques ons? Contact Rodica at
aﬀ@stagnesshepherdstown.org. To register please con‐
tact Jeanne McKeets at jmckeets@dwc.org.

Youth News

Book Study

There are no CFF classes this weekend or next weekend
in celebra on of Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter.
CFF classes will begin again for all children on Sunday,
April 24th.
For the li le ones: There will be a story me before the
10:30 AM Mass on Easter Sunday, April 17, so plan to ar‐
rive early!
First Eucharist will be celebrated on May 15th during the
10:30 Mass. Thanks to the people who responded to the
call of being a Prayer Sponsor for our First Communi‐
cants. You will find pictures of our First Communicants on
the First Eucharist Quilt in the Narthex as well as on the
informa on monitor.
Meal for the Hungry Prep: Sunday, April 24th a er the
10:30 Mass.
Please check the Youth Pages for addi onal dates of up‐
coming events.
Garden Project: As the weather is warming up, the gar‐
den project will be star ng soon!!! Keep watching the
bulle n and your emails for dates and mes.
Annual Easter Egg Hunt: We will be having our annual
Easter egg hunt a er the 10:30 Mass on Easter Sunday,
April 17th, for the li le ones of the parish.
Is God calling you? We would love to add to our ranks of
catechists for the 2022‐2023 school year. The commit‐
ment requires approximately one hour per week on Sun‐
day mornings from 9 AM to 10:15. Materials and trainings
are provided for all volunteers. Individuals or teams could
consider taking on this opportunity to help form our
youth in our faith. We also need people to consider sub‐
s tu ng. Addi onally, we have posi ons for classroom
assistants and hall monitors. Please consider this one of
your ways of volunteering for the church, by giving of
your me and talent to the youth of our parish. Also,
please include in your prayers the pe on that people
step forward to help with this mission. Thanks to all that
have volunteered to help our Youth Faith Forma on.
If you have ques ons regarding CFF and/or would be will‐
ing to volunteer, you can email Bill or call the oﬃce
(contact informa on below).
Please keep watching this sec on, the St. Agnes Website,
as well as the CFF/Youth page for con nuing announce‐
ments regarding Faith Forma on and youth ac vi es.
If you are not receiving CFF announcements and emails,
please contact the parish center at 304‐876‐6436 or Bill
Donahue at forma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org

This Easter Season, join other parishioners for a book
club reading of Gerhard Lohfink’s book “Does God Need
the Church? Toward a Theology of the People of God.”
This book, by the well‐known New Testament scholar,
examines the rela onship between God and the world
beginning with Israel’s theology and moves through the
experience of the early Chris an communi es to the
churches of today. What is this rela onship between God
and the people? What does this have to do with salva on
and the reign of God? And what does it mean to be
Church today?
We will meet once a week during the Easter season.
To find out more or sign up please contact Rodica at
aﬀ@stagnesshepherdstown.org.

2nd Friday Prayer Group
A list has begun for the 2nd Friday in May. Please contact
Judy (see below) at any me with names of individuals for
whom you would like our group to pray. If you would like
to join our Prayer Group, please contact Judy: 301‐432‐
2276, jslilga8@gmail.com.

Book Discussion
Change of Date
TO APRIL 22, 2022 @ 11AM
Since our normal 3rd Friday mee ng falls on Good Friday,
we will meet instead on the 22nd, the 4th Friday in April.
Our book selec on is American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins.
From the NY Times review by Lauren Groﬀ on 3/6/20:
“ ‘American Dirt’ is wri en for people like me, those na‐
ve to the United States who are worried about what is
happening at our southern border but who have never
felt the migrants’ fear and despera on in their own bod‐
ies. This novel is aimed at people who have loved a child
and who would fight with everything they have to see
that child be allowed a good future. Cummins’s stated
inten on is not to speak for migrants but to speak while
standing next to them, loudly enough to be heard by peo‐
ple who don’t want to hear.”

JCCM Food Pantry Needs
Canned meats (spam, chicken, tuna, etc)
Mac and Cheese
Canned fruit
Rice
Syrup
Powdered coﬀee creamer
Instant coﬀee
Boxed mashed potatoes
Jelly
Pancake Mix & Syrup
Oatmeal
Cereal
Salt
Sugar
Cooking oil
razors
Shampoo
Deodorant
Paper towels
Cat and dog food

St Agnes Racial Jus ce Ini a ve News

Looking for a Ride to Mass

It was 54 years ago this April 4, 2022 that Mar n Luther
King was gunned down in Memphis, Tennessee by a
white supremacist. It was 66 years ago this coming Au‐
gust, 28th that 14 year old Emme Till was brutally tor‐
tured and executed by white supremacists, whose con‐
fessed execu oners went free, and whose recanted ac‐
cuser is alive and free to this day. A er 104 years of legis‐
la ve a empts, a federal an ‐lynching bill (this me
named the Emme Till An ‐lynching Act), was signed into
law by President Biden on March 29th of this year.
This history should give every Chris an and every truth
seeker pause. It speaks volumes about how deeply root‐
ed racism has been in our country and how much eﬀort it
takes to uproot it.
With Passion Sunday here and Holy Week on the horizon,
we have a call to listen to the story of Jesus, who never
failed to side with vic ms of injus ce and hate and ended
up himself an executed vic m of the powers that be.
Those of us on the Racial Jus ce Ini a ve welcome new
members. We meet on Zoom @3:00pm on Tuesdays,
every other week. Our next mee ng is April 12th. If you
would like to join us, contact Beth Yates at the St. Agnes
oﬃce. She will provide you with the ongoing link to the
Zoom mee ng.

One of our parishioners, a Kearneysville resident, is look‐
ing for a ride to Mass. Her preference would be the
5:30pm Mass on Saturday, but she would be happy to
come to any Mass if someone can give her a ride. Please
call the oﬃce for further informa on or to oﬀer assis‐
tance.

Considering a Catholic High School
St. Maria Gore Catholic HS, a co‐ed Catholic high school
in Hagerstown, MD, is encouraging WV families to apply
for the Hope Scholarship Program, recently created by
the West Virginia legislature for families wishing to enroll
in non‐pubic schools. Gore also provides bus transpor‐
ta on and financial aid. For more informa on, vis‐
it h ps://hopescholarshipwv.com/
Home and www.gore .org.

Amazon Smile Pays Oﬀ!
AmazonSmile has made a charitable dona on to St Ag‐
nes, in the amount of $178.44 as a result of qualifying
purchases made by customers who have selected St Ag‐
nes as the charity they support. To date, we have re‐
ceived $1582.56 from the program. If you are an Amazon
shopper, consider signing up on AmazonSmile and desig‐
na ng St Agnes to receive your support. It does add up!

Key Found
If you have misplaced your Log Cabin key, please contact
the oﬃce!

Con nuing Educa on for Catechists
Catholic Distance University (CDU) partners with the dio‐
cese to oﬀer free non‐credit con nuing educa on cours‐
es for catechists and those involved in parish ministry.
Visit www.pathlms.com/cdu to browse the rich collec‐
on of courses and register. Be sure to use the diocesan
access code, CDU20DIOCESEWC, during checkout to re‐
ceive your free tui on!

St Agnes on Social Media

Parish Financial Activity
Collections - Last Week
Offertory Collections

$11,963
-$320

Monthly Mortgage Assistance
Total

$11,643

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$11,500

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collections Compared to Target
Tithe to help those in need
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)



+$143
$1,196

The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston maintains an Oﬃce of Safe Environ‐
ment in accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the ProtecƟon of Children
and Young People. To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children:
The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston encourages repor ng to civil authori‐
es first and foremost if a crime has been commi ed. We also encourage
u lizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in
the U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual
misconduct, please contact civil authori es in the applicable jurisdic on and
visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authori es: Contact
your local law enforcement; numbers will vary based on your loca on. If you
believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confiden ally report
any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse,
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protec ve
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to
Diocesan Authori es: In addi on to civil authori es, the diocese encourages
repor ng to the appropriate church authori es. To report suspected cases
of sexual abuse of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling‐
Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop,
ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 270. You may also call
the Diocese’s Oﬃce of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. In addi on to the
methods listed above for repor ng sexual abuse, the Diocese also has
partnered with Navex Global to oﬀer the EthicsPoint pla orm to report
other, addi onal concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and
personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the
Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in West Virginia. The EthicsPoint
pla orm can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then
“Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third‐party
repor ng system that reports to civil authori es where applicable and
Diocesan authori es, and the iden ty of the person repor ng is protected.

Blessed Carlo Acu s
Youth Adventure Camp

