S a i n t

A g n e s

“Let anyone among
you who is without sin
be the first to throw a
stone at her.”
John 8:7

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others. We
rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments. We welcome the
opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.
Pastoral Staff
Pastor: Rev. Andrew M. Switzer
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. T. Mathew Rowgh
Coordinator of Faith Forma on: Bill Donahue
Director of Liturgy: Rodica Stoicoiu
Parish Secretary: Beth Yates
Administra ve Assistant: Larry Halvey Goodwin
Accoun ng: Lizzie Lowe

Pastoral Council
Carmela Cesare ~ Peg Eackles ~ Michele Goldman
David Godfrey ~ Shaná Harris ~ Amie Ho‐Leung
Michael Keefe ~ Albert Leung ~ Kathryn McAteer

Finance Council
Pat Barth ~ Mike Drewes ~ Todd Hershey
Sue Kemnitzer ~ David Matera
Bob Morrow ~ Arnold Thomas ~ Richard Walton

April 3, 2022

St. Agnes Church
200 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown

St. Agnes Parish Office
106 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown
P.O. Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443
Telephone 304‐876‐6436
Oﬃce@StAgnesShepherdstown.org
www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org

St. Agnes Chapel
204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Sunday Readings
Isaiah 43:16‐21
Psalm 126:1‐2a, 2b‐3, 4‐5, 6
Philippians 3:8‐14
John 8:1‐11

Fi h Sunday of Lent

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Mass
Saturday, 5:30pm
Sunday, 8am
Sunday, 10:30am
Weekday Mass
Wednesday, 12noon
Sta ons of the Cross
Friday, 7pm
Bishop Brennan has li ed the request that everyone
mask. However, we s ll encourage masking for love of
neighbor.
Reconcilia on: Saturday, 4:30pm
Parish Oﬃce: Monday–Friday 9am‐4pm
Cash Card Sales: Weekdays during oﬃce hours
(please call first)

Synod on Synodality:
Community, ParƟcipaƟon, Mission

St. Agnes parishioners, you have responded to Pope Fran‐
cis' request in a grand way! We have held over 35 small
group sessions, and there are five more opportuni es to
a end Session Two before Holy Week.
The weekend following Easter we will hold two final sessions. On Saturday, April 23rd, at 3:00 PM, we are going
to have session One, which includes themes one through
five. The next day, Sunday, April 24th, at 12 noon, we
will have Session Two, which includes themes six
through ten.
CFF families have been working on ques ons at home
and a facilitator has reached out to those people who
are homebound. There have been a few individuals who
have contributed input in wri ng and Catholic Chari es
had a special session led by our facilitator. We have tried
to include as many people as possible. There will be sign
ups a er Masses this weekend and on the website. If you
have missed a session or both sessions, the weekend
a er Easter will be your last chance to be a part of this
exci ng process. Come and bring a friend.
Synod Coordinators,
Eileen Ellio & Helen Harris

Key Found
If you have misplaced your Log Cabin key, please contact
the oﬃce!

In your kindness, please pray for John Thomas Herridge
(uncle of Theresa Rush) and Pete Spaulding who died
this past week. May John and Pete share in the fulness
of God’s love and peace.

Remember in Prayer
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill especially Holly
Harris, Ernie Knipe, Robert Layne, Barbara Broomall, Jan
Sengers, and Frank Bielicki. Names are placed in the bulle‐
n for approximately one month and then those names
are placed on the 2nd Friday prayer list and are remem‐
bered in prayer each month.

St Agnes Racial JusƟce IniƟaƟve News
This past Wednesday, March 30th, marked the twenty‐
second anniversary of the death of Sister Thea Bowman,
a Black Catholic whose cause for canoniza on is now in
progress. Sister Thea, a na ve of Mississippi, a grand‐
daughter to enslaved forebearers, became one of the
foremost advocates for the role of Black Catholics in the
Church in America.
When she entered the convent in Wisconsin, as the only
Black woman in the history of her congrega on, she en‐
countered the chill of racism even more than her previ‐
ous experience in Mississippi, but loved the Church and
persevered in following her call to serve. As o en is the
case, Sister Thea knew that she had to outperform her
white counterparts and also act "white" to succeed in her
community. But as me went on, she grew to understand
that she was obligated to be her true Black self and was
on a mission to share the gi s of the Black Catholic com‐
munity with the whole Church. Without the contribu ons
of Black Catholics, the Church would never be truly
"catholic.” Without overcoming its history of white su‐
premacy, it would never be truly Chris an. Even in the
face of years of living with cancer, she became a reless
ambassador for Black Catholic culture to the Church that
she loved. Her story is a moving, joyful tes mony to the
journey that hopefully we are all on together.
Included in our narthex library is the recent biography,
Thea Bowman, by Maurice J. Nu . It is an enlightening
and faith enriching read. To get another insight into her
remarkable life, go online and search for the video of
Thea Bowman’s June 1989 address to the USCCB. Inspir‐
ing!
We also call to your a en on a virtual conference, spon‐
sored by Network, the Catholic nuns' inspired social jus‐
ce group, "White Supremacy and American Chris ani‐
ty", Saturday, April 9, 12:30‐3:30pm, that features promi‐
nent experts on the subject, including Fr. Brian Massin‐
gale. Sister Thea Bowman would approve. To register go
to: networklobby.org/uschris anityconvo. There is a min‐
imal $5.00 registra on fee.

Dear Parishioners,
There are some Theologians, those who study
deeply and teach the faith, that believe the mystery of
God’s love directs things from the future. As the book
of Revelation points out, God is Alpha (beginning) and
Omega (end). This mystery would mean God directs
things from the end point. God is pulling us into God’s
future. If we look at the readings from this perspective
and also at our synodal journey, it means we are on a
journey to what God’s future is for our church and
world. Today in Isaiah, we hear that with the great
things God had done in the past—leading Israel out of
Slavery—now God is doing something new. The people
were in exile, and God would direct them, in a sense on
a synodal journey, because they would be walking, together, home. We hear the image in the Psalm of planting seeds. This is symbolic, as we get to springtime, of
hope and growth, of a new beginning. In our Bible
study, someone pointed out that when our African
brothers and sisters were tragically captured by slave
owners some of them would carry seeds with them of
their homeland. When I heard this, I thought what a
great act of rebellion—to not let their capturers take
their ultimate hope. As we look at tragedies and injustices throughout the world, do we carry the seeds of
hope? I cannot help but think of Ukraine and how that
ultimate hope of gaining their freedom must help carry
them forward in such tragedy, despair, and injustice.
Paul gives us this image in Philippians of being on a
journey or a race, and, yet, it is as if Christ has taken
hold and is pulling us into God’s future. If we look at
this Gospel of John and the story of the woman caught
in adultery, we see in this story a very violent situation
with the abuse of religion and also sexism. This has been
a sad part of our human history. And, as this woman
was dragged out in such a violent way, we must ask,
where is the man? We also see the abuse of religion
when a tradition that is good is distorted in such a way
as to abuse others in violent ways. This has been a part
of our church as well. Perhaps Jesus in the story is directing us out of this ugly past and into God’s future.
This happens with the dropping of self-righteous stones
but also with his release of this woman from condemnation and into a new beginning. Not just good theology but also good psychology teaches that one must
come to self-acceptance and forgiveness to move forward on the journey. I believe that happened to this
woman on that day because of her relationship with
Jesus. Perhaps part of our synodal journey is dropping
our stones and coming to forgiveness and selfacceptance so that we can walk into God’s future with
less baggage for the journey.

Fr. Andy

St. Agnes Perpetual
Mass Memorial

On the first Sunday of each month Mass will be
celebrated for all of our family members, loved
ones, and friends enrolled in the St. Agnes Perpetual
Mass Memorial. Newly enrolled this month:
Gabrielle

by Barbara & Jim Broomall

Georgiana Borgmeyer

by Rev. T. Mathew Rowgh and Rev.
Andrew M. Switzer

Sharon Mann

by Eileen Dooley & Denis Woods
and Jane Edwards

John King

by Jane Edwards

Charles William Wentsyel
by Rev. T. Mathew Rowgh

Cyndy Bariatti

by Jane Edwards

Pete Spaulding

by Sue & Joe Bosco
and Frank & Rosalie Bielicki

John Thomas Herridge
by Lyle & Theresa Rush

Looking for a Ride to Mass
One of our parishioners, a Kearneysville resident, is look‐
ing for a ride to Mass. Her preference would be the
5:30pm Mass on Saturday, but she would be happy to
come to any Mass if someone can give her a ride. Please
call the oﬃce for further informa on or to oﬀer assis‐
tance.

Catholic Corner
What Do You Know About Passion/Palm Sunday and Holy Week?
Well, is it Palm Sunday or Passion Sunday?
The short answer is, Yes! It is both. The correct name is Passion Sunday, a name change that occurred a er Va can II.
The two names for the day reflect two tradi ons that existed for the Sunday before Easter. 4th Century pilgrims to Jeru‐
salem found the Church there prac cing a form of liturgical “historicism.” The Jerusalem Church held Holy Week cele‐
bra ons that focused on the events described in the Gospels on the sites that they believed were the actual loca ons
for those events. Hence, on the Sunday before Easter a triumphal entry into Jerusalem was celebrated with palms and
procession.
These same pilgrims, when they traveled back to Europe, brought this prac ce back home with them. There this prac‐
ce met an already exis ng tradi on of reading the Passion narra ve on this Sunday, a tradi on that had nothing to do
with palms! Eventually, the palm procession was added to the beginning of the pre‐existent Passion liturgy. It is this
combined liturgy, called Passion Sunday that was restored with the reforms of Va can II.
What is Triduum?
Triduum is composed of the last three days of Holy Week, encompassing the liturgies of Holy Thursday, Good Friday
and the Easter Vigil. In eﬀect, these are one liturgy that occurs over the course of three days. Over these three days
diﬀerent facets of the central mystery of Chris anity are focused upon and celebrated. And what is that central mys‐
tery you ask? It is the Paschal Mystery: the Life, Death and Resurrec on of Christ, and our lives therein.
OK, then what is Holy Thursday?
To make a really long story short, on the night of Holy Thursday the Mass of the Lord’s Supper is celebrated. This is the
major liturgy of Holy Thursday and it opens the Triduum (signaled by the use of white vestments and the singing of the
Gloria). There are three customs associated with this celebra on of the Eucharist. A) The washing of the feet, a custom
that has its roots in the earliest Chris an Church. B) The procession of the sacrament to an altar of repose. This dates to
the 7th century and is linked to the custom that arises at that me, of receiving Eucharist on Good Friday (up un l the
7th century a Eucharis c fast was maintained on Good Friday). C) The stripping of the altar.
So, then what is Good Friday all about?
The liturgy of Good Friday focuses on the Liturgy of the Word (especially the Passion), Venera on of the Cross, and Ho‐
ly Communion. The elements of the Good Friday liturgy of the word reflect the earliest elements of the Roman rite in‐
cluding a silent procession, the readings and the ancient Roman prayers of intercession.
Venera on of the cross began in 4th century Jerusalem. Evidence for this is provided by the diary of a 4th century Span‐
ish nun who witnessed the liturgies of Holy Week in that city. She describes a ceremony where the faithful, having
walked to Golgotha to hear the Passion, then gather to venerate the wood of the cross. Finally, star ng in the 7th centu‐
ry there follows a liturgy of the Presanc fied, or Holy Communion, using the consecrated bread reserved the night be‐
fore.
And the Easter Vigil?
The Easter Vigil is the high point of the liturgical year! It is certainly one of the oldest of all Chris an celebra ons, da ng
to the mid 2nd century at the latest. Its focus is the celebra on of the resurrec on of Christ and at it we celebrate the
ini a on of new members into the Church. St. Augus ne called this the Mother of all Vigils and it was considered by
the early church the only me when new members would be received into the Church. Today, as in the early Church,
adults (through the Rite of Chris an Ini a on of Adults) enter the Church on that night, through full immersion bap‐
sm, confirma on and first Eucharist. It begins with the ligh ng of the Paschal fire (the roots of which go back to the
Jewish custom of ligh ng the lamps at dusk) and the blessing of the Paschal candle (symbol of the light of Christ). This
service is followed by the singing of the Easter Proclama on and the Liturgy of the Word that tells the story of our rela‐
onship with God. The Liturgy of Bap sm follows, with adults being bap zed and received into the Church. The Liturgy
of the Eucharist then occurs as usual.
The Easter Vigil is the richest liturgy, symbolically, of the year, consis ng of darkness and light, fire and flame, water
(death and rebirth, new life), food and drink, and much more. To experience the Easter Vigil is to experience the depth
of Chris an celebra on, our past and our future, the strength of our rela onship with one another and with the Lord.

StaƟons of the Cross
We have Sta ons of the Cross every Friday in Lent at 7pm
at the Church. The devo on consists of medita ng on 14
events which took place during Christ's Passion, from His
being condemned to His burial. All are welcome!

St Agnes on Social Media

Youth News
CFF classes are now following the intergenera onal mod‐
el (family based faith forma on) in grades k, 1, 3, 4, 5, 6
and 7. Sacramental prep classes (First Eucharist and Con‐
firma on) will con nue to meet at the parish center on
Sundays at 9:15 AM. The other classes will be working on
family and individual projects. We will con nue our fami‐
ly based faith forma on approach throughout Lent and
begin tradi onal faith forma on the week a er Easter.
As families complete their Synod ques ons, please
email your responses to forma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org so they can be included in our responses as a parish. Synod ques ons
were due April 2nd. If you forgot to send in your respons‐
es, it is not too late – however, all responses must be into
the Synod Commi ee by April 9 to be included in our par‐
ish responses. Please send any late responses ASAP.
For sacramental prep classes, (First Eucharist and Confir‐
ma on) we will be con nuing the hybrid model of in‐
struc on, so students unable to a end in person can s ll
a end via Zoom using the usual Zoom link. There are two
excep ons to this both involving the First Eucharist class.
Those excep ons will be explained specifically to the First
Eucharist Parents. Please make sure your children have
picked up their hard copies of the Gospel Weeklies by
Pflaum as you can use those materials throughout Lent.
You can pick up the materials at the parish center during
the week. That will allow families to use the materials
during Lent.
Remember each child also has access to our Pflaum Digi‐
tal Resources. If you are having problems accessing the
digital materials, please contact Bill via email (forma on
email above) or call the parish oﬃce.
Parents of First Eucharist Children are mee ng today,
April 3rd in the parish center. Parents will be mee ng in
the small conference room.
REMINDER: There is no CFF next week, April 10 (Palm
Sunday) or April 17 (Easter). All students will be in CFF

April 24th.
First Eucharist will be celebrated on May 15th during the
10:30 Mass.
Please check the Youth Pages for addi onal dates of up‐
coming events.
Garden Project: As the weather is warming up, the gar‐
den project will be star ng soon!!! Keep watching the
bulle n and your emails for dates and mes.
Annual Easter Egg Hunt. We will be having our annual
Easter Egg Hunt a er the 10:30 Mass on Easter Sunday,
April 17th. This event is designed for the li le ones of the
parish.
Is God calling you? We would love to add to our ranks of
catechists for the 2022‐2023 school year. The commit‐
ment requires approximately one hour per week on Sun‐
day mornings from 9 AM to 10:15. Materials and train‐
ings are provided for all volunteers. Individuals or teams
could consider taking on this opportunity to help form
our youth in our faith. We also need people to consider
subs tu ng. Addi onally, we have posi ons for class‐
room assistants and hall monitors. Please consider this
one of your ways of volunteering for the church, by giving
of your me and talent to the youth of our parish. Also,
please include in your prayers the pe on that people
step forward to help with this mission. Thanks to all that
have volunteered to help our Youth Faith Forma on.
If you have ques ons regarding CFF and/or would be will‐
ing to volunteer, you can email Bill at for‐
ma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org or call Beth at 304‐
876‐6436.
Please keep watching this sec on, the St. Agnes Website,
as well as the CFF/Youth page for con nuing announce‐
ments regarding Faith Forma on and youth ac vi es.
If you are not receiving CFF announcements and emails,
please contact the parish center at 304‐876‐6436 or Bill
Donahue at forma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org.

Book Study

Book Discussion
Change of Date

This Easter Season, join other parishioners for a book
club reading of Gerhard Lohfink’s book “Does God Need
the Church? Toward a Theology of the People of God.”
This book, by the well‐known New Testament scholar,
examines the rela onship between God and the world
beginning with Israel’s theology and moves through the
experience of the early Chris an communi es to the
churches of today. What is this rela onship between God
and the people? What does this have to do with salva on
and the reign of God? And what does it mean to be
Church today?
We will meet once a week during the Easter season.
To find out more or sign up please contact Rodica at
aﬀ@stagnesshepherdstown.org.

TO APRIL 22, 2022 @ 11AM
Since our normal 3rd Friday mee ng falls on Good Friday,
we will meet instead on the 22nd, the 4th Friday in April.
Our book selec on is American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins.
From the NY Times review by Lauren Groﬀ on 3/6/20:
“ ‘American Dirt’ is wri en for people like me, those na‐
ve to the United States who are worried about what is
happening at our southern border but who have never
felt the migrants’ fear and despera on in their own bod‐
ies. This novel is aimed at people who have loved a child
and who would fight with everything they have to see
that child be allowed a good future. Cummins’s stated
inten on is not to speak for migrants but to speak while
standing next to them, loudly enough to be heard by peo‐
ple who don’t want to hear.”

RCIA

St Agnes Scholarship

The prophet Isaiah promises that the Lord is
doing something new. We are experiencing
the beginnings of that here in our parish with
our commitment to listening and the vision of being a
Pope Francis parish. We are also experiencing that as we
create a community within this community dedicated to
helping adults to discern God’s call to follow Jesus as a
Roman Catholic. This small community is seeking others
to join in this mighty work as catechists, sponsors, pray‐
ers, learners, crea ves and welcomers. Perhaps you feel
a call to one or more of these roles! If so, reach out to
Debbie Stollery, RCIA Coordinator, at debo‐
rah.stollery@gmail.com so we can discover how to re‐
spond to God’s call.

St. Agnes announces the 2022 annual Scholarship Award!
Ac ve, par cipa ng members of St. Agnes who are grad‐
ua ng high school in 2022 are encouraged to apply for a
scholarship to assist in furthering their educa on. It may
be used for any ins tute of higher learning or trade
school. Applica ons are available in the Narthex and the
parish center or can be emailed to interested applicants.
Deadline for applica on submission to the oﬃce will be
May 6th.

2nd Friday Prayer Group
A list has begun for the 2nd Friday in April. Please contact
Judy (see below) at any me with names of individuals for
whom you would like our group to pray. If you would like
to join our Prayer Group, please contact Judy: 301‐432‐
2276, jslilga8@gmail.com.

Parish Financial Activity

Survey of Catholic Doctrine
Would you like to delve more deeply into your faith?
Look more closely at what Catholics believe? Then this
course may interest you!!
Survey of Catholic Doctrine
Apr 25‐May 15 (registra on opens Mar 9)
This course will look at some of the major doctrines of
the Catholic Church. Par cipants will come to a be er
understanding of the Trinity, original sin, church, salva‐
on history, and the communion of saints.
We will look at the meaning of magisterium,
ecumenism, eschatology, and other Catholic
terms.

Collections - Last Week
Offertory Collections

$6,940
$635

Monthly Mortgage Assistance
Total

$7,575

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$11,500

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collections Compared to Target



Tithe to help those in need

-$3,925
$694

(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)

Collections - Year-To-Date (thru March)
Offertory Collections

$129,588
$14,344

Monthly Mortgage Assistance
Total

$143,932

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$149,500

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collection Compared to Target
Tithe to help those in need
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)



-$5,568
$12,959

This course will be facilitated by Dr. Rodica
Stoicoiu, it is oﬀered through the VLCFF pro‐
gram of the University of Dayton and under‐
wri en by the Diocese which will cover the
tui on and books.
Have ques ons? Contact Rodica at
aﬀ@stagnesshepherdstown.org. To register
please contact Jeanne McKeets at
jmckeets@dwc.org.

The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston maintains an Oﬃce of Safe Environ‐
ment in accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the ProtecƟon of Children
and Young People. To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children:
The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston encourages repor ng to civil authori‐
es first and foremost if a crime has been commi ed. We also encourage
u lizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in
the U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual
misconduct, please contact civil authori es in the applicable jurisdic on and
visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authori es: Contact
your local law enforcement; numbers will vary based on your loca on. If you
believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confiden ally report
any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse,
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protec ve
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to
Diocesan Authori es: In addi on to civil authori es, the diocese encourages
repor ng to the appropriate church authori es. To report suspected cases
of sexual abuse of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling‐
Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop,
ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 270. You may also call
the Diocese’s Oﬃce of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. In addi on to the
methods listed above for repor ng sexual abuse, the Diocese also has
partnered with Navex Global to oﬀer the EthicsPoint pla orm to report
other, addi onal concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and
personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the
Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in West Virginia. The EthicsPoint
pla orm can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then
“Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third‐party
repor ng system that reports to civil authori es where applicable and
Diocesan authori es, and the iden ty of the person repor ng is protected.

Holy Week
At St Agnes
Wednesday, April 13
12noon Mass

Holy Thursday, April 14
7:00pm Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper
9:30pm Night Prayer

Good Friday, April 19
9:00am Morning Prayer
3:00pm Stations of the Cross
7:00pm Liturgy of the Passion
and Death of the Lord

Holy Saturday, April 20
9:00am Morning Prayer
NO Reconciliation or 5:30pm Mass
8:00pm Easter Vigil Mass

Easter Sunday, April 21
8:00am Easter Morning Mass
10:30am Easter Morning Mass
11:45am Easter Egg Hunt

