S a i n t

A g n e s
“Figs are not gathered from
thorns…”

Luke 6:44

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others. We
rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments. We welcome the
opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.
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Pastor: Rev. Andrew M. Switzer
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. T. Mathew Rowgh
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Accoun ng: Lizzie Lowe
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St. Agnes Church
200 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown

St. Agnes Parish Office
106 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown
P.O. Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443
Telephone 304‐876‐6436
Oﬃce@StAgnesShepherdstown.org
www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org

St. Agnes Chapel
204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Sunday Readings
Sirach 27:4‐7
Psalm 92:1‐2, 12‐13, 14‐15
1 Corinthians 15:54‐58
Luke 6:39‐45

8th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Mass
Saturday, 5:30pm
Sunday, 8am
Sunday, 10:30am
Ash Wednesday Mass
Wednesday at 12noon & 7pm
Bishop Brennan has li ed the request that everyone
mask. However, we s ll encourage masking for love of
neighbor.
Reconcilia on: Saturday, 4:30pm
Parish Oﬃce: Monday–Friday 9am‐4pm
Cash Card Sales: Weekdays during oﬃce hours
(please call first)

Calling All Parents
Of 16‐23 Year Olds
Please Help Us!

We speak of youth as the future of the Church but when
we look around our Church we don’t see them. We’d like
to contact your daughters and sons. We have just 2 ques‐
ons we want to pose to them. Will you help us? We
need their names and e‐mail addresses. We know that e‐
mail is not as eﬀec ve as text messages but tex ng them
individually is beyond our capability. In addi on to sup‐
plying their contact informa on we would appreciate it if
you would ask them to watch for our e‐mail – and give
serious thought to responding! We’ll let you know where
to send the contact informa on next week to gather all
this informa on.
And we would appreciate some volunteer help on this
project. Please contact us if you can assist us.
Eileen Ellio (eepeachlan@gmail.com)
Helen Harris (hlharrismusic@gmail.com)

Ash Wednesday Prepara ons
It is the me to clear out the palms from last
year. Bring them to the church or parish
center, and they will soon become the ashes
that will bring us into a new Lenten Season.

St Agnes on Social Media

Mass Inten ons
Saturday, 5:30pm Mass for
Ralph Horley
Sunday, 8am Mass for
Ann Hennelly
Sunday, 10:30am for
Jerry O’Callaghan
May Ralph, Ann, and Jerry share in the
fulness of God’s mercy and peace.
In your kindness, please pray for John King who died
this past week. Information regarding his funeral Mass
will be forthcoming. May John share in the fulness of
God’s love and peace.

Remember in Prayer
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill especially Jan
Sengers, Bill Brown (friend of the Stewart family), Roland
Bergman, Danielle Washbourne (granddaughter of Bill &
Kathryn Seymour), Lizzie Lowe, Nadine Buckle (friend of
Patricia Perry), John Heinen, Frank Bielicki, and Julia
Jones. Names are placed in the bulle n for approximately
one month and then those names are placed on the 2nd
Friday prayer list and are remembered in prayer each
month.

RCIA
This is the last Sunday before Chris ans
around the world enter into Lent…the period
of focus on our souls‐ our spiritual health and
well‐being. Been thinking you’d like to pay
more a en on to your soul/spirit? Curious
about the Catholic Chris an way of life? Never been bap‐
zed? Bap zed but that’s it? Not sure, but something is
missing and you wonder if this might be it? Come and
journey with us for Lent as a seeker, a learner, an observ‐
er…the curious but not commi ed! Several of us are here
to walk with you as you consider Jesus, who promises that
life with him means a full heart. Contact Debbie Stollery,
ini a on coordinator (deborah.stollery@gmail.com ),
Fr. Andy or Beth in the parish oﬃce.

In Gra tude
Sheila Hennessy and all the Hennessy family wish to ex‐
press their hear elt gra tude for the outpouring of sym‐
pathy on the loss of her husband and their father and
grandfather, Bill Hennessy. The beau ful cards, loving
words of support, Masses, and so much more will always
be remembered with love and apprecia on. Thank you.

Catholic Corner
Repent and Be Faithful to the Gospel:
Ash Wednesday and the Beginning of Lent
This Wednesday March 2nd, we begin the Lenten season.
We mark it by the recep on of ashes on our foreheads,
an ancient symbol of both penance and our complete
dependance upon God in the face of human frailty and
mortality.
The recep on of ashes helps us focus more deeply on
entering into the life, death and resurrec on of Christ
(the Paschal Mystery) over the next forty days. These
ashes come from the burning of the blessed Palms of the
previous Palm Sunday. Signed upon our foreheads we are
reminded of our complete reliance upon God. We are
called to follow Christ’s example and give ourselves away,
for others, in care and love.
The second essen al focus of Lent is bap sm. Prepara‐
on for bap sm through fas ng and prayer was the focal
point of the days leading to the Easter Vigil in the early
Church, the only day when bap sm occurred. Holy Satur‐
day was kept as a day of fast in prepara on for the bap‐
sms that would occur that night at the Vigil. In me,
days of fas ng and prepara on were slowly added in
front of that day, eventually evolving into the forty days
we are familiar with today. It was understood that these
forty days would be days of intense prepara on by those
who had already commi ed years of their lives readying
themselves for bap sm. Preparing for the life altering
reality of dying and rising in Christ was the central focus
of this Lenten me.
Over me, the bap smal emphasis is lost as adult bap‐
sm fades and a new emphasis on public penitents

Ugly Sleeping Bag Ministry
Thank you to parishioners of St. Agnes Catholic Church
and Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church for dona ng all
the supplies that go into making sleeping bags as well as
new and used sleeping bags. Though we were unable to
sew at the Parish Center un l September three of our
ladies sewed at home. We have made 44 sleeping bags;
St. Agnes Social Concerns purchased 22 new sleeping
bags, and others donated 18 new and used sleeping bags.
This gave us a total for the year of 84 sleeping bags dis‐
tributed to two agencies who serve the homeless, JCCM
in Jeﬀerson County and Immanuel’s House in Berkeley
County.
Winter is here, and it’s very cold outside. We are in need
of more comforters, blankets of any size, and new or
used sleeping bags. Items should be clean and in fair con‐
di on. Please drop all dona ons oﬀ at the parish center.

Cash Cards
Purchasing cash cards through St Agnes is an easy way to
support the church financially that costs you no extra.
They are s ll available for purchase in the oﬃce.

comes to the fore. Va can II restores the balance be‐
tween the two with a two‐fold emphasis on bap sm and
penance during the season of Lent with the Conciliar re‐
forms and the establishment of the Rite of Chris an Ini ‐
a on of Adults (RCIA). The documents of VCII are clear
that the solitary focus on penance in the season of Lent is
reformed so that “the two elements which are especially
characteris c of Lent – the recalling of bap sm or the
prepara on for it, and penance – should be given greater
emphasis in the liturgy and in liturgical catechesis. It is by
means of them that the Church prepares the faithful for
the celebra on of Easter” (SC 109).
Ash Wednesday con nues to recall the peniten al aspect
of the season, while the bap smal emphasis is present
through scripture (the use of Cycle A readings), and the
structures and focus on the rites of the RCIA. These rites
include the Rite of Sending, the Rite of Elec on, and the
scru nies (three Sundays in Lent when the Elect are pre‐
sent).
As we celebrate this season of Lent we keep in mind this
two‐fold structure of the season: bap sm and penance.
And even though this year we won’t have Elect preparing
for bap sm, we are asked to remember our own bap sm
and what that commitment means in our lives, for our
ac ons and rela onships. How do we live out the com‐
mitment made in the waters of rebirth to live for Christ?
Reflec ng upon the peniten al nature of the season
could demand of us ac ons that respond to this bap s‐
mal reflec on, shi ing the Lenten focus from solely
“giving things up” to doing more to live our bap sm more
fully.

Book Discussion Group
OUR MARCH 18 BOOK DISCUSSION
CHICAGO BY BRIAN DOYLE
We’ve selected a novel, a lighter read, for our March 18
mee ng at 11 am at the Parish Center. All are welcome!
“On the last day of summer, a young college grad moves
to Chicago and rents a small apartment on the north side
of the city, by the lake. This is the story of the five seasons
he lives there, during which he meets gangsters, gamblers, policemen, a brave and garrulous bus driver, a
cricket player, a libreƫst, his first girlfriend, a shy apartment manager, and many other riveƟng souls, not to
menƟon a wise and personable dog of indeterminate
breed.” Amazon

Hai Coﬀee Available!
We have freshly roasted Hai coﬀee available for pur‐
chase in the oﬃce, both whole bean and ground. Your
purchase helps support our Social Concerns group as well
as farmers in Hai . $3 per bag is tax deduc ble.

WV Community Development
Block Grant
Shepherdstown, WV (February 17, 2022)– Low‐to‐
moderate‐income households who live within the Corpo‐
ra on of Shepherdstown and are facing economic hard‐
ship due to COVID may be eligible for immediate financial
assistance with mortgage, rent and/or u li es.
The Corpora on of Shepherdstown has received a
$60,000 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG‐CV)
for Coronavirus relief through the State of West Virginia,
and the Mar nsburg oﬃce of Catholic Chari es West Vir‐
ginia is administering the funds. Assistance will be provid‐
ed based on demonstrated need, the availability of funds,
and documented eligibility for assistance, including in‐
come and residency requirements. Proof of residency
within the corporate limits of Shepherdstown will be re‐
quired.
Governor Jim Jus ce announced the grant in August, and
Shepherdstown is one of several communi es in West
Virginia receiving the funds.
Requests for assistance are now being processed, and
Corpora on of Shepherdstown residents reques ng as‐
sistance should contact Siobhan Bertone 304‐267‐8837
ext. 10 at the Mar nsburg Oﬃce of Catholic Chari es:
The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) pro‐
gram was established by Congress as part of the Housing
and Community Development Act (HCDA) of 1974. The
West Virginia Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) provides grants to local governments (towns,
ci es, and coun es) that do not receive CDBG direct
funding from U.S. Department of Housing and Urban De‐
velopment. The primary objec ve of CDBG funding is to
develop sustainable communi es by providing decent
housing, a suitable living environment, and expanded
economic opportuni es principally for persons of low to
moderate income.
Catholic Chari es is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organiza on.
The agency is open to serving all people regardless of
their race, color, na onal origin, gender, religion, age,
disability, poli cal beliefs, sexual orienta on, socio‐
economic background, marital or family status. Catholic
Chari es is the second largest social service organiza on
(the first being DHHR) in the state of West Virginia. Their
Mar nsburg oﬃce administers several local and federal
grants and partners with The Regional Resource Connec‐
on (RRC). Eligible residents of the Corpora on of Shep‐
herdstown will be assisted by Catholic Chari es without
regard to transporta on limita ons.

Journeying Together—The Next Step
Listening Sessions

The me has come for you to share your hopes and
dreams for our Church and to listen to your fellow parish‐
ioners. We are asking that you make a 2 session commit‐
ment, and that you commit to being in the same group
for both sessions. Each session lasts approximately 2
hours, and each addresses half the 10 themes of the Syn‐
od on Synodality: Communion, Par cipa on and Mission.
It is important when you sign up that you understand
that you are commi ng to par cipate in both sessions.
Several people have asked us why it is so important that
folks stay in the same group to address all 10 themes to‐
gether. It is a known fact that small groups develop rela‐
onships and build trust through sharing over me. But
there is more. What makes this small group process so
important is Pope Francis’ insistence that we discern/
listen deeply for the movement of the Holy Spirit in each
group. This requires me, a en veness, pa ence and
prayer. We are asking you to trust Pope Francis and the
Holy Spirit on this!
We’re lis ng the first selec on of small group dates and
mes this week. If none of these fit your schedule, don’t
worry. We will be announcing more small group sessions
next week. All small group sessions must be completed
by April 9. Holy Week begins April 10 and our summary
report is due to the diocese by April 30. We want to in‐
clude as many parishioners as possible in these listening
sessions. Please, carve out 4 hours in your schedule!

Homebound Ministry

Pandemic Relief Fund

If there are parishioners who have needs (groceries, rides
to doctors or pharmacies, etc, our HOMEBOUND MINISTRY is willing to help. Please call Claire Williamson (304‐
876‐1357), or Judy Lilga (301‐432‐2276).

Our parishioners have con nued to donate funds to help
those in need due to the pandemic. Please do not hesi‐
tate to call Fr. Andy (304‐876‐8086). Each situa on will
be held in complete confidence.

Youth News
CFF classes will move to our intergenera onal model
(family based faith forma on) beginning next week for
grade k, 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7. Sacramental prep classes (First
Eucharist and Confirma on) will con nue to meet at the
parish center on Sundays at 9:15 AM. The other classes
will be working on family and individual projects. We will
con nue our family based faith forma on approach
throughout Lent. We will begin tradi onal faith forma on
the week a er Easter.
For sacramental prep classes, we will be con nuing the
hybrid model so students unable to a end in person can
s ll a end via Zoom. There are two excep ons to this
both involving the First Eucharist class. Those excep ons
will be explained specifically to the First Eucharist Par‐
ents. We will con nue to use the same Zoom link that we
have used for CFF instruc on for the sacramental prep
classes. If you need the link, please check the printed ma‐
terials you received, the Google Classroom, or a parent
email.
Please make sure your children have picked up their hard
copies of the Gospel Weeklies by Pflaum in class. You can
use those materials throughout lent. You can pick up the
materials at the parish center during the week if your
child will be a ending virtually as it will be helpful for
your child to follow along with the lesson. Catechists will
be handing out the Lenten Pflaum materials in class this
weekend. That will allow families to use the materials
during Lent.
Remember each child also has access to our Pflaum digi‐
tal resources. If you are having problems accessing the
digital materials, please contact Bill via email or call the
parish oﬃce.

Hai Coﬀee Available!
We have freshly roasted Hai coﬀee available for pur‐
chase in the oﬃce, both whole bean and ground.

Anniversary Milestones
In the last week, a number of our parishioners have cele‐
brated some pre y impressive anniversary milestones.
Hearty congratula ons go out to Barbara & Henry
McDonald (59 years on February 24), Jan & Anneke
Sengers (59 years on February 24), Bill & Madeline Davis
(61 years on February 25), Jim & Peachy Staley (50 years
on February 26), and Rich & Nancy Daugherty (58 years
on February 27).

2nd Friday Prayer Group
A list has begun for the 2nd in March. Please contact
Judy (see below) at any me with names of individuals for
whom you would like our group to pray. If you would like
to join our Prayer Group, please contact Judy: 301‐432‐
2276, jslilga8@gmail.com.

Parents of First Eucharist Children The first parent
mee ng for First Eucharist parents will be March 6th. We
will be mee ng at the Parish Center at 9:15 in the small
conference room. A Zoom op on is available as necessary
and is the regular CFF weekly link.
Our next Youth Centered Mass will be March 13 at 5 PM.
Garden Project: Keep watching the bulle n for infor‐
ma on to come as we start thinking about our garden
this spring.
FINALLY, is God calling you? We are s ll in need of a cat‐
echist!!! Because of unforeseen circumstances, we need
a catechists for Grade 3. The commitment requires ap‐
proximately one hour per week on Sunday mornings from
9 AM to 10:15. Materials and trainings are provided for
all volunteers. Individuals or teams could consider taking
on this opportunity to help form our youth in our faith.
We also need people to consider subs tu ng. This would
be a flexible commitment and a willingness to be on call
as necessary. We also have posi ons for classroom assis‐
tants and hall monitors. Please consider giving of your
me and talent to the youth of our parish. Also, please
include in your prayers the pe on that people step for‐
ward to help with this mission. Thanks to all that have
volunteered to help our Youth Faith Forma on. Classes
will run through the middle of May 2022.
If you have ques ons regarding CFF and or would be will‐
ing to volunteer, you can email Bill or call the oﬃce.
Please keep watching this sec on, the St. Agnes Website,
as well as the CFF/ Youth page for con nuing announce‐
ments regarding Faith Forma on and youth ac vi es.
If you are not receiving CFF announcements and emails,
please contact the parish center at 304‐876‐6436 or Bill
Donahue at forma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org

JCCM Food Pantry Needs
Canned meats (spam, chicken, tuna, etc)
Mac and Cheese
Canned fruit
Shelf Stable/powdered milk
Powdered coﬀee creamer
Jelly
Salt
Sugar
Cooking oil
Powdered coﬀee creamer
Dish soap
Laundry detergent
Shampoo
Condi oner
Deodorant
Paper towels
Cat and dog food
Copy paper

St Agnes Racial Jus ce Ini a ve News

The Essen al Prac ce of Prayer

This past week, a jury in Georgia convicted all three mur‐
derers of Ahmaud Arbery of federal hate crimes on all
counts. One can only hope that this is a good portent for
the future of American jus ce where modern day
"lynchings" of Blacks con nue. On the other side of the
ledger, the U. S. Department of Jus ce has recently
closed its renewed inves ga ons into the infamous
"lynching" of Emme Till in Mississippi in 1955. The rela‐
ves of Emme are s ll seeking some jus ce where both
murderers, a er they were acqui ed and before they
died, confessed to the crime. The woman who ins gated
the a ack on Till, who is s ll alive, has been credibly re‐
ported to have confessed that she lied about what Till
supposedly had done to her that spurred the murderers'
ac ons. There is no statute of limita ons in Mississippi
for crimes of kidnapping and murder.
As disciples of Christ we must remain vigilant in our devo‐
on to jus ce for all, especially those o en considered
"the least among us".
Some good sugges ons on how to pursue this call to jus‐
ce as Catholics can be found in a recent panel discussion
sponsored by the Catholic Theological Union en tled,
"Where Have All the Black Catholics Gone?" The link to
the video can be found on our St. Agnes Facebook Page.

We o en hear that Lent has three pillars. These are pray‐
er, fas ng and alms giving. Prayer is an expression of
faith, especially as it deepens our rela onship with God
and our community. This Lent set some me aside to
learn more about the essen al prac ce of prayer.
Introduction to Prayer Cycle 2 Mar 7-Apr 9
"Prayer is our means of taking a sighting, of re-orienting
ourselves – by re-establishing contact with our goal. In the
presence of God many components of our life fall into
perspective and our journey makes more sense. Prayer is
inseparable from living" (Casey, p.5). This course explores prayer as essential to our lives as Christian people,
as individuals and within our community of faith.
Through this course, students will explore the qualities,
forms and expressions of prayer that help to form and sustain our lives as Catholic Christians.
By the end of the course we will have:
• Understood the nature, aims, efficacy, and types of
prayer
• Explored prayer as revealed in Sacred Scripture and the
Tradition of our Catholic faith
• Explained the interrelated nature of personal prayer and
the liturgical life of the Church
• Understood the relation between prayer united with
Jesus and growth in discipleship.
• Developed, enriched, or sustained prayer life as a result
of the course content
This class is offered by the Diocese of Wheeling Charleston through the VLCFF (Virtual Learning Community For
Faith Formation) of the University of Dayton. This is a
hybrid course consisting of both online components and a
two hour weekly zoom meeting. The course is five weeks
long and can be taken for credit towards catechetical certification, or as an audit for ongoing faith formation. The
course will be facilitated by Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu
To register please contact Jeanne McKeets at
jmckeets@dwc.org

Emmaus Ministry for Grieving Parents
NEW DATE! The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston and the
Emmaus Ministry for Grieving Parents will be hos ng a
retreat for grieving parents at St. Mary Catholic Church in
Morgantown, WV on Saturday, July 16, beginning at 9:30
am and ending approximately 7:30 pm. This spiritual re‐
treat is for grieving parents whose children of any age
have died by any cause, no ma er how long ago. Please
see this link for addi onal informa on including registra‐
on: h ps://www.emfgp.org/events/03‐12‐22‐one‐day‐
retreat‐at‐st‐mary‐church‐morgantown‐wv/. For ques‐
ons, please contact Ed Cesa at 724‐324‐9222.

Parish Financial Activity
Collections - Last Week
Offertory Collections

$10,891
$822

Monthly Mortgage Assistance
Total

$11,713

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$11,500

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collections Compared to Target
Tithe to help those in need
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)



+$213
$1,089

The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston maintains an Oﬃce of Safe Environ‐
ment in accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the ProtecƟon of Children
and Young People. To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children:
The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston encourages repor ng to civil authori‐
es first and foremost if a crime has been commi ed. We also encourage
u lizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in
the U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual
misconduct, please contact civil authori es in the applicable jurisdic on and
visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authori es: Contact
your local law enforcement; numbers will vary based on your loca on. If you
believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confiden ally report
any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse,
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protec ve
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to
Diocesan Authori es: In addi on to civil authori es, the diocese encourages
repor ng to the appropriate church authori es. To report suspected cases
of sexual abuse of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling‐
Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop,
ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 270. You may also call
the Diocese’s Oﬃce of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. In addi on to the
methods listed above for repor ng sexual abuse, the Diocese also has
partnered with Navex Global to oﬀer the EthicsPoint pla orm to report
other, addi onal concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and
personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the
Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in West Virginia. The EthicsPoint
pla orm can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then
“Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third‐party
repor ng system that reports to civil authori es where applicable and
Diocesan authori es, and the iden ty of the person repor ng is protected.

Blessed Carlo Acu s
Youth Adventure Camp

