S a i n t

A g n e s

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others. We
rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments. We welcome the
opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.
Pastoral Staff
Pastor: Rev. Andrew M. Switzer
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. T. Mathew Rowgh
Coordinator of Faith Forma on: Bill Donahue
Director of Liturgy: Rodica Stoicoiu
Parish Secretary: Beth Yates
Administra ve Assistant: Larry Halvey Goodwin
Accoun ng: Lizzie Lowe

Pastoral Council
Carmela Cesare ~ Peg Eackles ~ Michele Goldman
David Godfrey ~ Shaná Harris ~ Amie Ho‐Leung
Michael Keefe ~ Albert Leung ~ Kathryn McAteer

Finance Council
Pat Barth ~ Mike Drewes ~ Todd Hershey
Sue Kemnitzer ~ David Matera
Bob Morrow ~ Arnold Thomas ~ Richard Walton
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St. Agnes Church
200 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown

St. Agnes Parish Office
106 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown
P.O. Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443
Telephone 304‐876‐6436
Oﬃce@StAgnesShepherdstown.org
www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org

St. Agnes Chapel
204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Sunday Readings
Exodus 3:1‐8a, 13‐15
Psalm 103:1‐2, 3‐4, 6‐7, 8+11
1 Corinthians 10:1‐6, 10‐12
Luke 13:1‐9

Third Sunday of Lent

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Mass
Saturday, 5:30pm
Sunday, 8am
Sunday, 10:30am
Weekday Mass
Wednesday, 12noon
Sta ons of the Cross
Friday, 7pm
Bishop Brennan has li ed the request that everyone
mask. However, we s ll encourage masking for love of
neighbor.
Reconcilia on: Saturday, 4:30pm
Parish Oﬃce: Monday–Friday 9am‐4pm
Cash Card Sales: Weekdays during oﬃce hours
(please call first)

Sta ons of the Cross
We have Sta ons of the Cross every Friday in Lent at 7pm
at the Church. The devo on consists of medita ng on 14
events which took place during Christ's Passion, from His
being condemned to His burial. All are welcome!

Altar Server Training
We will be having an Altar Server Training next Sunday, March
27 at 9:15 AM in the church. All are welcome.

Mass Inten ons
Sunday, 8am Mass for
Johnny Carroll Walter, Sr
Sunday, 10:30am for
Bill Hennessy
May Johnny and Bill share
in the fulness of God’s mercy and peace.

Remember in Prayer
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill especially
Robert Layne, Barbara Broomall, Jan Sengers, Bill Brown
(friend of the Stewart family), Roland Bergman, and Frank
Bielicki. Names are placed in the bulle n for approximate‐
ly one month and then those names are placed on the
2nd Friday prayer list and are remembered in prayer each
month.

2nd Friday Prayer Group
A list has begun for the 2nd Friday in April. Please contact
Judy (see below) at any me with names of individuals for
whom you would like our group to pray. If you would like
to join our Prayer Group, please contact Judy: 301‐432‐
2276, jslilga8@gmail.com.

Lenten Communal Reconcilia on

Prayer Sponsors Needed

On Saturday, April 2, at 4pm, we will have our Lenten
Communal Reconcilia on Service. Please join us in cele‐
bra ng this Sacrament of Penance as a part of your Len‐
ten Renewal eﬀorts. Reconcilia on is also available each
Saturday a ernoon, 4:30‐5:00 pm.

We are looking for prayer sponsors. A prayer sponsor is
someone who would like to show support and oﬀer pray‐
er for a child preparing to receive their First Eucharist. If
you are interested in serving as a prayer sponsor, please
call or email the parish oﬃce. You will be assigned a
child, and you faithfully pray for them every day. A pray‐
er sponsor may send a card to them (anonymously) and
let them know they are being prayed for, but the giving
of gi s is not necessary. We want this to be about the gi
of prayer, not material gi s. We ask that if you send a
card to sign it “your prayer sponsor.” It is nice to stay
anonymous un l the First Eucharist celebra on. We ask
that the prayer sponsor come to the First Eucharist Mass
on May 15th at 10:30 AM where you can introduce your‐
self.
Again, if you are interested in being a prayer sponsor,
please call the parish center or contact Bill Donahue
at forma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org. Thank you for
praying for our youth during this me of forma on.
Grace Burkhardt
Zofia Norton
Lillian Santana
Sarah Shaﬀer

Please Join the Celebra on!
On Friday, March 25, Maury and Ro James will celebrate
their 50th wedding anniversary. At noon on that day,
here at St. Agnes, Fr. Mat will preside at a Mass to honor
that occasion. Maury and Ro are grateful for the years
spent worshiping in this Parish and welcome all to join in
this celebra on.

St Agnes Scholarship
St. Agnes announces the 2022 annual Scholarship Award!
Ac ve, par cipa ng members of St. Agnes who are grad‐
ua ng high school in 2022 are encouraged to apply for a
scholarship to assist in furthering their educa on. It may
be used for any ins tute of higher learning or trade
school. Applica ons are available in the Narthex and the
parish center or can be emailed to interested applicants.
Deadline for applica on submission to the oﬃce will be
May 6th.

Dear Parishioners,
During our Bible study we reflected on these
scriptures knowing that Bishop John Stowe will be with
us this weekend and for our parish renewal on Monday
and Tuesday. The reading from Exodus and Moses’ encounter with God was the call that sent Moses and Israel
on a journey to free them from what holds them back
and oppresses them. The people of God would set out
on a journey or common road. This scripture perhaps is
relevant to our renewal in that our encounter with the
Lord calls us to move out, to grow and change. Perhaps
in our reflection as part of the synod, we are called to
ask ourselves, as a church, what is oppressive in our
structures and in our lives that hold us back from moving forward. I read a quote from Pope Francis this week
using the image of our church doors. He says, “In revelation, Jesus says he stands at the door and knocks. But
at times I think that Jesus may be knocking from the
inside, so that we will let him out. The self referential
church presumes to keep Jesus Christ inside and not let
him out.” As we begin this parish renewal, Becoming a
Pope Francis Church, perhaps we can see ourselves as a
people of God, as the gardener called to tend to the
vineyards and fig trees around us. May the Holy Spirit
move us, in the words of Pope Francis, to smell like the
sheep in our culture, that the joys and sorrows of those
around us may be our own. May we accompany those
around us as a nonjudgmental, loving presence and enter into the messiness of people’s lives that are complicated, like our own. May we see ourselves on a common journey with all people, and people that believe
and think differently than us. Let us work with the Holy
Spirit and be the servants in the vineyard that bring life
and healing to this world, or, as Pope Francis calls it, our
common home.

Fr. Andy

Looking for a Ride to Mass
One of our parishioners, a Kearneysville resident, is look‐
ing for a ride to Mass. Her preference would be the
5:30pm Mass on Saturday, but she would be happy to
come to any Mass if someone can give her a ride. Please
call the oﬃce for further informa on or to oﬀer assis‐
tance.

Oscar Romero Anniversary
On 21 December 2010, the United Na ons General As‐
sembly proclaimed 24 March as the Interna onal Day for
the Right to the Truth concerning Gross Human Rights
Viola ons and for the Dignity of Vic ms, which recogniz‐
es, in par cular, the important work and values of Arch‐
bishop Óscar Arnulfo Romero, Archbishop of San Salvador
(El Salvador), assassinated on 22 Mar 1980.

Synod on Synodality:
Community, Par cipa on, Mission

Pope Francis has gone out on a limb.
He believes the Church needs to listen to the People of
God, us. He believes we have something valuable to say.
So, he has invited us to “journey together” in this Synod
process of listening, sharing and discerning, in prayerful
a en veness to the Holy Spirit. Please don’t let Pope
Francis be proved wrong. Don’t leave him out on

a limb!
There are s ll lots of openings in our 2‐part listening ses‐
sions. You can sign up online or a er our weekend Mass‐
es. If you are unable for some reason (illness, disability,
etc.) to meet in person or on zoom but would like to par‐
cipate, our parishioner, Claire Williamson, is contac ng
people by phone. You can call the oﬃce (304/876‐6436)
to request a call or contact Claire directly (304‐876‐
1357).
All the available 2‐session Small Group dates and mes
are listed below. All small group sessions must be com‐
pleted by April 9. Holy Week begins April 10 and our sum‐
mary report is due to the diocese by April 30. We want to
include you in these listening sessions. Please, carve out 4
hours in your schedule!
Saturdays, Mar 19 & 26, 10am‐12noon
Saturdays, Mar 19 & 26, 3pm‐5pm
Wednesdays, Mar 23 & 30, 10am‐12noon
Wednesdays, Mar 23 & 30, 1:30pm‐3:30pm
Wednesdays, Mar 23 & 30, 7‐9pm
Fridays, Mar 25 & Apr 1, 10am‐12noon
Fridays, Mar 25 & April 1, 1:30pm‐3:30pm
Sundays, Mar 27 & Apr 3, 12noon‐2pm
Tuesdays, Mar 29 & Apr 5, 7‐9pm

Collec on to Support At‐Risk Youth
Our Chris an partners at Board of Child Care (BCC) have
reached out to us seeking dona ons to support their pro‐
gram. They are specifically reques ng supplies for Easter
baskets (plas c eggs, candy and baskets) and welcome
packages (toothpaste, toothbrushes, hairbrushes, combs,
shampoo, condi oner). BCC operates a residen al pro‐
gram in Mar nsburg serving youth that need support
coping with emo onal and behavioral issues. A bin la‐
beled BCC will be in the Narthex next weekend (March 26
and 27) to collect donated items. Any support you can
provide will be greatly appreciated by the BCC.

Journeying Together
Reconnec ng and Reflec ng
Would your adult daughters
and sons like to reconnect
with former classmates via
zoom? Growing up in the
Church, we think they have
something to say about it and
their lives now. Do they know
Pope Francis cares about them
and is interested in their ideas? We want these young
adults to be a part of the Synod Listening process by tak‐
ing an hour with friends or rela ves and responding to
two important ques ons. What they have to say is so im‐
portant to the Church and ul mately the world. We want
them to know that whatever they say is confiden al and
no one will judge them. This is a gathering of informa on.
They are crea ng the families of the future. We can set
up a zoom and provide the ques ons and facilitate the
conversa on if they want. It might even be fun to recon‐
nect with old friends.
We’re trying to find old class lists and First Eucharist and
Confirma on lists to get some leads to contact them. If
you taught Religious Ed or remember names of your chil‐
dren’s classmates and can help us find them (with their
permission), it would help a lot. We don’t have much
me and ge ng their input is important.

Calling All Parents
Of 16‐23 Year Olds
Please Help Us!

Our youth are the future of the Church. We want them
to share their vision for the Church. Help us contact your
daughters and sons. We have just 2 ques ons we want
to pose to them. We need their names and e‐mail ad‐
dresses. E‐mail isn’t as eﬀec ve as text messages in
reaching them but with your help ‐ asking them to watch
for our e‐mail and to give serious thought to responding,
we can have some success. Please go to the parish web‐
site www.stagnesshepherdstown.org to complete a form
for each 16 – 23 year old in your family.
And we would appreciate some volunteer help on this
project. Please contact us or fill out the online volunteer
form if you can assist us.
Eileen Ellio (eepeachlan@gmail.com)
Helen Harris (hlharrismusic@gmail.com)

St Agnes Racial Jus ce Ini a ve News
Many Americans are aware of disturbing news reports of
blatant racism visited upon people of color fleeing
Ukraine, of people literally and figura vely being told to
"go the end of the line" to allow Whites to go before
them. These reports reveal the basic reality of white su‐
premacy in ac on, that skin color can determine the very
value of a life being saved or lost, that some lives due to
skin color, ma er more than others. This is 2022. The
upholding of white supremacy even in the face of shared
tragedy is telling.
Another book being added to our Narthex Racial Jus ce
Library is, All That She Carried by Tiya Miles. It is a truly
cap va ng, true account of a co on sack filled with a few
items, given by a slave mother to her nine year old
daughter when she was sold away from her, never to be
seen again ‐ a story of a "refugee" created by the cruelty
and inherent violence of slavery and white supremacy.
The sack is passed down through genera ons and its sto‐
ry is succinctly told in the 1920's in embroidery on Ash‐
ley's sack by the granddaughter, Ruth. The author uses
the contents of the sack, recorded by Ruth, as a spring‐
board to mining the many levels of meaning inherent in
what Ashley carried and what was passed on. It is a tes‐
tament to the undying spirit of those devalued in our so‐
ciety, to aﬃrm and tell a very diﬀerent story of strength,
determina on and love as children of God, so we all.

Sacred Art in Ac on
One of the themes of the Synod on Synodality is
“par cipa on.” The word takes on various meanings. Let
me oﬀer one to you, from the perspec ve of Sacred Art
in Ac on, Inc. “Par cipa on” is the second movement in
the process of evangeliza on. Having encountered the
beau ful, in the Good News of Jesus Christ, in the love of
others, in the art and architecture inspired by God in
Christ…having lost your breath to a sunset, found peace
by the seaside, and inspira on in the forest, you want
now to par cipate in this beauty. You want to draw near
to Jesus Christ. How can one do that? One way is to par‐
cipate in crea ng yourself…to par cipate in unleashing
the crea ve image of God within each of us. Sacred Art in
Ac on, Inc. will oﬀer you many opportuni es to do just
that…to par cipate in crea ng beauty.
Iconographer Ta ana Gubenko will be here at St. Agnes
from June 13‐18, 2022 oﬀering us a chance to do just
that, to learn how to “write” an icon, using the materials
and techniques of an quity. Save the dates and watch for
more informa on. It’s one way to par cipate in the evan‐
gelizing mission of the Church…create something beau ‐
ful, par cipate through the parish!

Hai Coﬀee Available!
We have freshly roasted Hai coﬀee available for pur‐
chase in the oﬃce, both whole bean and ground.

Youth News
CFF classes are now following the intergenera onal mod‐
el (family based faith forma on) for grade k, 1, 3, 4, 5, 6
and 7. Sacramental prep classes (First Eucharist and Con‐
firma on) will con nue to meet at the parish center on
Sundays at 9:15 AM. The other classes will be working on
family and individual projects. We will con nue our fami‐
ly based faith forma on approach throughout Lent, and
begin tradi onal faith forma on the week a er Easter.
As families complete their Synod ques ons, please
email your responses to for‐
ma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org so they can be in‐
cluded in our responses as a parish.
For sacramental prep classes (First Eucharist and Confir‐
ma on), we will be con nuing the hybrid model of in‐
struc on, so students unable to a end in person can s ll
a end via Zoom. There are two excep ons to this both
involving the First Eucharist class. Those excep ons will
be explained specifically to the First Eucharist Parents.
The same Zoom link that we have used for CFF instruc on
will be used for the sacramental prep classes. If you need
the link, please check the printed materials you received,
the Google Classroom, or a parent email.
Please make sure your children have picked up their hard
copies of the Gospel Weeklies by Pflaum. You can use
those materials throughout Lent. You can pick up the ma‐
terials at the parish center during the week if need be.
This will be helpful for your child to follow along with the
lesson and will allow families to use the materials during
Lent.
Remember each child also has access to our Pflaum digi‐
tal resources. If you are having problems accessing the
digital materials, please contact Bill via email or call the
parish oﬃce.
Parents of First Eucharist Children There is no parent
mee ng today, March 20th. First Eucharist Children are
s ll mee ng on the 20th.
We are looking for prayer sponsors for our First Eucharist

RCIA
RCIA…what is that anyway? It stands for the name
of the text that guides how adults are ini ated:
Rite of ChrisƟan IniƟaƟon of Adults. Our parish, like
most, uses that abbrevia on to name the process
of discovering, learning and determining if life with Christ as a
Catholic is what God is beckoning other adults toward. Curious
about the process for yourself? Feeling pulled toward helping
others discover the joys of life in Christ? Have experience as a
Sponsor or an RCIA Team member? Right now, we are building
the community that helps one another bear fruit, so we’d love
to hear from you! Get some FAQs answered on the RCIA page
on the website. Prefer to chat? Email me to set up a phone
date: deborah.stollery@gmail.com.

Class. Please look for addi onal informa on in this
week’s bulle n.
Altar Server Training: People interested in training to be
an Altar Server are welcome to a end the training ses‐
sion, next Sunday, March 27 a er the 8 AM Mass (9:15)
in the church. All are welcome from ages 10 to 110.
Please check the Youth Pages for addi onal dates of up‐
coming events.
Garden Project: Keep watching the bulle n for infor‐
ma on to come as we start thinking about our garden
this spring.
FINALLY, is God calling you? We are s ll in need for a
catechist!!! Because of unforeseen circumstances, we
need a catechist for Grade 3. The commitment requires
approximately one hour per week on Sunday mornings
from 9 AM to 10:15. Materials and trainings are provided
for all volunteers. Individuals or teams could consider
taking on this opportunity to help form our youth in our
faith. We also need people to consider subs tu ng
which would be a flexible commitment. We have posi‐
ons for classroom assistants and hall monitors as well.
Please consider this one of your ways of volunteering for
the church, by giving of your me and talent to the youth
of our parish. Also, please include in your prayers the pe‐
on that people step forward to help with this mission.
Thanks to all that have volunteered to help our Youth
Faith Forma on. Classes will run through the middle of
May 2022. There will be no formal CFF classes during
Lent as we will be running our 2nd intergenera onal faith
forma on project.
Please keep watching this sec on, the St. Agnes Website,
as well as the CFF/Youth page for con nuing announce‐
ments regarding Faith Forma on and youth ac vi es.
If you are not receiving CFF announcements and emails,
please contact the parish center at 304‐876‐6436 or Bill
Donahue at forma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org.

Shepherdstown Shares Request
The Shepherdstown Shares organiza on is feeling the
pain of rising costs and could really use your help, wheth‐
er in the form of a financial contribu on or dona ons of
food, household cleaners, personal care products, or dia‐
pers, wipes, and baby food. Dona ons may be le inside
the Trinity chapel ves bule at any me; perishables
should be dropped oﬀ while volunteers are present on
Mondays between 3‐6:30, Thursdays between 9‐noon,
and Saturdays between 1‐5. Checks may be sent to PO
Box 1780, Shepherdstown, WV 25443.
Look for the Share the Wealth signs in windows at local
businesses. You can help our local merchants and busi‐
ness owners by dona ng $25 at
www.shepherdstownshares.org. SS keeps $5 to fund out‐
reach programs and you receive a $20 coupon to spend
at any business displaying the sign.

JCCM Food Pantry Needs

New Virtual Learning Course Oﬀerings
One more five‐week course is being oﬀered through the
University of Dayton’s Virtual Learning Community for
Faith Forma on (VLCFF). The course is a hybrid mod‐
el, composed of both weekly live two‐hour zoom lectures
as well as a rich variety of online course materials and
discussion experiences through the University of Day‐
ton's Virtual Learning Community For Faith Forma on
(VLCFF). The course is being underwri en by the Diocese
of Wheeling‐Charleston’s Oﬃce of Evangeliza on & Cat‐
echesis, who pays 100% of the tui on and the cost of the
books associated with the course. The course instructor
is Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu. For further informa on or to regis‐
ter, please contact Jeanne McKeets at jmckeets@dwc.org
with your name, address, and phone number.
Survey of Catholic Doctrine Cycle 3 Apr 25‐May 15
(registra on opens Mar 9)
This course will look at some of the major doctrines of
the Catholic Church. Par cipants will come to a be er
understanding of the Trinity, original sin, church, salva‐
on history, and the communion of saints. Par cipants
will be asked to iden fy the meaning of magisterium,
ecumenism, eschatology, and other Catholic terms.

Canned meats (spam, chicken, tuna, etc)
Mac and Cheese
Canned fruit
Shelf Stable/powdered milk
Powdered coﬀee creamer
Jelly
Salt
Sugar
Cooking oil
Powdered coﬀee creamer
Dish soap
Laundry detergent
Shampoo
Condi oner
Deodorant
Paper towels
Cat and dog food
Copy paper

Gala to Benefit St Joe’s School

World Water Day
World Water Day is an annual event celebrated on 22
March. The day focuses a en on on the importance of
universal access to clean water and the need to advo‐
cate for the sustainable management of freshwater re‐
sources. World Water Day is also used to highlight the
need for improved access to water, sanita on and hy‐
giene (WASH) facili es in developing countries. The first
Interna onal World Water Day, designated by the Unit‐
ed Na ons, was commemorated in 1993. h ps://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Water_Day

The Seeds of Hope: Grand Auc on Benefit Dinner sup‐
por ng Saint Joseph School will take place at 6pm Satur‐
day, April 30, at Saint Leo’s in Inwood. Tickets, for ages 21
and older, cost $50/person or $450/table of 10. The
evening includes dinner, beverages, door prizes, a raﬄe,
p jars, and silent and live auc ons. A re is semi‐formal.
If you would like to be a sponsor or buy ckets, please
email sfa@sjswv.org.

Homebound Ministry
If there are parishioners who have needs (groceries, rides
to doctors or pharmacies, etc, our HOMEBOUND MINIS‐
TRY is willing to help. Please call Claire Williamson (304‐
876‐1357), or Judy Lilga (301‐432‐2276).

Parish Financial Activity
Collections - Last Week
Offertory Collections

$4,771

Monthly Mortgage Assistance

$1,278

Total

$6,049

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$11,500

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collections Compared to Target
Tithe to help those in need
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)



-$5,451
$477

The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston maintains an Oﬃce of Safe Environ‐
ment in accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the ProtecƟon of Children
and Young People. To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children:
The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston encourages repor ng to civil authori‐
es first and foremost if a crime has been commi ed. We also encourage
u lizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in
the U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual
misconduct, please contact civil authori es in the applicable jurisdic on and
visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authori es: Contact
your local law enforcement; numbers will vary based on your loca on. If you
believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confiden ally report
any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse,
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protec ve
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to
Diocesan Authori es: In addi on to civil authori es, the diocese encourages
repor ng to the appropriate church authori es. To report suspected cases
of sexual abuse of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling‐
Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop,
ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 270. You may also call
the Diocese’s Oﬃce of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. In addi on to the
methods listed above for repor ng sexual abuse, the Diocese also has
partnered with Navex Global to oﬀer the EthicsPoint pla orm to report
other, addi onal concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and
personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the
Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in West Virginia. The EthicsPoint
pla orm can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then
“Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third‐party
repor ng system that reports to civil authori es where applicable and
Diocesan authori es, and the iden ty of the person repor ng is protected.

Blessed Carlo Acu s
Youth Adventure Camp

Considering a Catholic High School
St. Maria Gore Catholic HS, a co‐ed Catholic high school
in Hagerstown, MD, is encouraging WV families to apply
for the Hope Scholarship Program, recently created by
the West Virginia legislature for families wishing to enroll
in non‐pubic schools. Gore also provides bus transpor‐
ta on and financial aid. For more informa on, vis‐
it h ps://hopescholarshipwv.com/
Home and www.gore .org.

