S a i n t

A g n e s

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others. We
rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments. We welcome the
opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.
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Pastor Emeritus: Rev. T. Mathew Rowgh
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Parish Secretary: Beth Yates
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St. Agnes Church
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St. Agnes Parish Office
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P.O. Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443
Telephone 304‐876‐6436
Oﬃce@StAgnesShepherdstown.org
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St. Agnes Chapel
204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Sunday Readings
Joshua 5:9a, 10‐12
Psalm 34:1‐2, 3‐4, 5‐6
2 Corinthians 5:17‐21
Luke 15:1‐3, 11‐32

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Weekly Schedule

Mass Inten ons

Sunday Mass
Saturday, 5:30pm
Sunday, 8am
Sunday, 10:30am

Saturday, 5:30pm Mass for
Joan Moler
Miriam Moriarty

Weekday Mass
Wednesday, 12noon
Sta ons of the Cross
Friday, 7pm
Bishop Brennan has li ed the request that everyone
mask. However, we s ll encourage masking for love of
neighbor.
Reconcilia on: Saturday, 4:30pm
Parish Oﬃce: Monday–Friday 9am‐4pm
Cash Card Sales: Weekdays during oﬃce hours
(please call first)

Sunday, 10:30am for
Bill Hennessy

Message of Gra tude
From the King Family
In Ireland
St Agnes community gave John King a memorable fare‐
well through liturgy, Irish music, and many gestures of
that kind and caring support which had, so o en before,
brought him comfort. We thank you so much for the
ways you have honored him and, also, for the warm wel‐
come extended towards his nephew, Patrick, during the
few days he spent with us.
May God’s infinite goodness bless you all! That is our
prayer during a special liturgy of thanksgiving in John’s
hometown of Wexford, Ireland.
Go raibh míle maith agaibh go léir
(A thousand thanks to you all.)

Collec on to Support At‐Risk Youth
Our Chris an partners at Board of Child Care (BCC) have
reached out to us seeking dona ons to support their pro‐
gram. They are specifically reques ng supplies for Easter
baskets (plas c eggs, candy and baskets) and welcome
packages (toothpaste, toothbrushes, hairbrushes, combs,
shampoo, condi oner). BCC operates a residen al pro‐
gram in Mar nsburg serving youth that need support
coping with emo onal and behavioral issues. A bin la‐
beled BCC will be in the Narthex next weekend (March 26
and 27) to collect donated items. Any support you can
provide will be greatly appreciated by the BCC.

Looking for a Ride to Mass
One of our parishioners, a Kearneysville resident, is look‐
ing for a ride to Mass. Her preference would be the
5:30pm Mass on Saturday, but she would be happy to
come to any Mass if someone can give her a ride. Please
call the oﬃce for further informa on or to oﬀer assis‐
tance.

May Joan, Miriam, and Bill share
in the fulness of God’s mercy and peace.

Remember in Prayer
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill especially
Ernie Knipe, Robert Layne, Barbara Broomall, Jan Sengers,
and Frank Bielicki. Names are placed in the bulle n for
approximately one month and then those names are
placed on the 2nd Friday prayer list and are remembered
in prayer each month.

2nd Friday Prayer Group
A list has begun for the 2nd Friday in April. Please contact
Judy (see below) at any me with names of individuals for
whom you would like our group to pray. If you would like
to join our Prayer Group, please contact Judy: 301‐432‐
2276, jslilga8@gmail.com.

Prayer Sponsors Needed
We are looking for prayer sponsors. A prayer sponsor is
someone who would like to show support and oﬀer pray‐
er for a child preparing to receive their First Eucharist. If
you are interested in serving as a prayer sponsor, please
call or email the parish oﬃce. You will be assigned a
child, and you faithfully pray for them every day. A pray‐
er sponsor may send a card to them (anonymously) and
let them know they are being prayed for, but the giving
of gi s is not necessary. We want this to be about the gi
of prayer, not material gi s. We ask that if you send a
card to sign it “your prayer sponsor.” It is nice to stay
anonymous un l the First Eucharist celebra on. We ask
that the prayer sponsor come to the First Eucharist Mass
on May 15th at 10:30 AM where you can introduce your‐
self.
Again, if you are interested in being a prayer sponsor,
please call the parish center or contact Bill Donahue
at forma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org. Thank you for
praying for our youth during this me of forma on.
Grace Burkhardt
Zofia Norton
Lillian Santana
Sarah Shaﬀer

Hai Coﬀee Available!
We have freshly roasted Hai coﬀee available for pur‐
chase in the oﬃce, both whole bean and ground.

Altar Server Training

Dear Parishioners,
We have been blessed this week with our parish
mission, “Becoming a Pope Francis Church.” Bishop
John Stowe, facilitating our scripture study for the
weekend readings, invited us to think about in the story
of the prodigal son who we see ourselves as? We had
mothers and fathers who could relate to the Father’s
love after having sons and daughters who at one time
were lost but also had children that found their way
home. We had prodigal son stories of those who could
relate to fast living and hitting rock bottom but returning to the Father’s mercy. One person pointed out that
Jesus could be an image of the prodigal Son who left his
Father’s inheritance to spend it in mercy on prostitutes
and sinners of all kinds. The elder son in the story represents those in religion who, in their superiority, do not
like when we behave like Jesus and the company we
might keep in forgiving and welcoming sinners like us.
These are all great insights that people shared in our
scripture study. Then Bishop John questioned who did
we leave out in the story? Who were the unspoken persons? These were the servants. Bishop John pointed out
that people who have been discriminated against or
know the reality of slavery do not miss the servants in
the picture. The insight was that there are people in our
society that are often sadly looked at like the help, that
often go unnoticed and seem unimportant. I once
heard a wise leader who worked in the corporate world
say that the person on the staff that should make the
most money is the janitor. Yet not just financially, but
even our attitudes. Do we, as a society, look down on
these people? Bishop John reminded us that looking at
the Gospel from the perspective of the servant is reading
the scriptures from the margins. We may relate to different characters in this story which call us to conversion, and Jesus may relate to the prodigal son and how
he squandered the Father’s love on us sinners. We
should also remember though that he came to us like
the servants in the story. He knew what it was like to be
looked down upon and mistreated, and he knew what it
was like to be poor and discriminated against, and he
did this to lift people out of slavery and oppression. He
came for all of us, but his mission was to the margins
and a preferential option for the poor. May this synod
challenge us to become more like Jesus, reaching out to
prodigal sons and daughters, and lifting up those who
oppressive systems try to hold down. May we be the
church Pope Francis calls us to be, a poor church for the
poor.

Fr. Andy

We will be having an Altar Server Training this Sunday, March
27 at 9:15 AM in the church. All are welcome.

Sta ons of the Cross
We have Sta ons of the Cross every Friday in Lent at 7pm
at the Church. The devo on consists of medita ng on 14
events which took place during Christ's Passion, from His
being condemned to His burial. All are welcome!

Lenten Communal Reconcilia on
On Saturday, April 2, at 4pm, we will have our Lenten
Communal Reconcilia on Service. Please join us in cele‐
bra ng this Sacrament of Penance as a part of your Len‐
ten Renewal eﬀorts. Reconcilia on is also available each
Saturday a ernoon, 4:30‐5:00 pm.

Synod on Synodality:
Community, Par cipa on, Mission

Pope Francis has gone out on a limb.
He believes the Church needs to listen to the People of
God, us. He believes we have something valuable to say.
So, he has invited us to “journey together” in this Synod
process of listening, sharing and discerning, in prayerful
a en veness to the Holy Spirit. Please don’t let Pope
Francis be proved wrong. Don’t leave him out on

a limb!
There are s ll lots of openings in our 2‐part listening ses‐
sions. You can sign up online or a er our weekend Mass‐
es. If you are unable for some reason (illness, disability,
etc.) to meet in person or on zoom but would like to par‐
cipate, our parishioner, Claire Williamson, is contac ng
people by phone. You can call the oﬃce (304/876‐6436)
to request a call or contact Claire directly (304‐876‐
1357).
All the available 2‐session Small Group dates and mes
are listed below. All small group sessions must be com‐
pleted by April 9. Holy Week begins April 10 and our sum‐
mary report is due to the diocese by April 30. We want to
include you in these listening sessions. Please, carve out 4
hours in your schedule!
Sundays, Mar 27 & Apr 3, 12noon‐2pm
Tuesdays, Mar 29 & Apr 5, 7‐9pm

Journeying Together
Reconnec ng and Reflec ng

Book Discussion
Change of Date

Would your adult daughters
and sons like to reconnect
with former classmates via
zoom? Growing up in the
Church, we think they have
something to say about it and
their lives now. Do they know
Pope Francis cares about them
and is interested in their ideas? We want these young
adults to be a part of the Synod Listening process by tak‐
ing an hour with friends or rela ves and responding to
two important ques ons. What they have to say is so im‐
portant to the Church and ul mately the world. We want
them to know that whatever they say is confiden al and
no one will judge them. This is a gathering of informa on.
They are crea ng the families of the future. We can set
up a zoom and provide the ques ons and facilitate the
conversa on if they want. It might even be fun to recon‐
nect with old friends.
We’re trying to find old class lists and First Eucharist and
Confirma on lists to get some leads to contact them. If
you taught Religious Ed or remember names of your chil‐
dren’s classmates and can help us find them (with their
permission), it would help a lot. We don’t have much
me and ge ng their input is important.

TO APRIL 22, 2022 @ 11AM
Since our normal 3rd Friday mee ng falls on Good Friday,
we will meet instead on the 22nd, the 4th Friday in April.
Our book selec on is American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins.
From the NY Times review by Lauren Groﬀ on 3/6/20:
“ ‘American Dirt’ is wri en for people like me, those na‐
ve to the United States who are worried about what is
happening at our southern border but who have never
felt the migrants’ fear and despera on in their own bod‐
ies. This novel is aimed at people who have loved a child
and who would fight with everything they have to see
that child be allowed a good future. Cummins’s stated
inten on is not to speak for migrants but to speak while
standing next to them, loudly enough to be heard by peo‐
ple who don’t want to hear.”

Calling All Parents
Of 16‐23 Year Olds
Please Help Us!

Our youth are the future of the Church. We want them
to share their vision for the Church. Help us contact your
daughters and sons. We have just 2 ques ons we want
to pose to them. We need their names and e‐mail ad‐
dresses. E‐mail isn’t as eﬀec ve as text messages in
reaching them but with your help ‐ asking them to watch
for our e‐mail and to give serious thought to responding,
we can have some success. Please go to the parish web‐
site www.stagnesshepherdstown.org to complete a form
for each 16 – 23 year old in your family.
And we would appreciate some volunteer help on this
project. Please contact us or fill out the online volunteer
form if you can assist us.
Eileen Ellio (eepeachlan@gmail.com)
Helen Harris (hlharrismusic@gmail.com)

St Agnes Racial Jus ce Ini a ve News
In his recent book, White Too Long ‐ The Legacy of White
Supremacy in American Chris anity, Robert P. Jones, CEO
and founder of Public Religion Research Ins tute and a
leading scholar/commentator on religion and poli cs, has
this as his concluding paragraph:
"What few whites perceive, and this truth that has come
late to me, is that we have far more at stake than our
black fellow ci zens in se ng things right. As Baldwin
provoca vely put it, the civil rights movement began
when an oppressed and despised people began to wake
up collec vely to what had happened to them. The ques‐
on today is whether we white Chris ans will also awak‐
en to see what has happened to us, and to grasp once
and for all how white spupremacy has robbed us of our
own heritage and our ability to be in right rela onships
with our fellow ci zens, with ourselves, and even with
God. Reckoning with white supremacy for us, is now an
unavoidable moral choice."
There is much to ponder in this straighforward account of
American Chris anity, across all denomina ons including
American Catholicism, on how it has been a prime ena‐
bler of white supremacy. This book will be available in
our narthex library.
Also we call to your a en on that Emily Amt, PHD, a re‐
red Hood professor and expert in local Black history,
known to some of us here at St. Agnes, will be giving a
presenta on en tled, "A Black Family at the Ba le of
South Mountain," at the Washington County Free Library
in Hagerstown on S. Potomac St., 7‐8:30pm, on Monday,
April 4th. If you would like to ride share to this event,
contact Ka e Hershey (ka eharthershey@gmail.com) or
Tom Ruhf (theruhfs@yahoo.com). FYI, Tom also serves
as a docent at the Washington Monument State Park out‐
side Boonsboro that covers the Civil War Ba le of South
Mountain.

Youth News
CFF classes are now following the intergenera onal mod‐
el (family based faith forma on) for grade k, 1, 3, 4, 5, 6
and 7. Sacramental prep classes (First Eucharist and Con‐
firma on) con nue to meet at the parish center on Sun‐
days at 9:15 AM. The other classes will be working on
family and individual projects. We will con nue our fami‐
ly based faith forma on approach throughout Lent and
begin tradi onal faith forma on the week a er Easter.
As families complete their Synod ques ons, please
email your responses to for‐
ma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org so they can be in‐
cluded in our responses as a parish. Synod ques ons are
due by April 2nd.
For sacramental prep classes (First Eucharist and Confir‐
ma on), we will be con nuing the hybrid model of in‐
struc on, so students unable to a end in person can s ll
a end via Zoom. There are two excep ons to this both
involving the First Eucharist class. Those excep ons will
be explained specifically to the First Eucharist Parents.
We con nue to use the same Zoom link that we have
used for CFF instruc on. If you need the link, please check
the printed materials you received, the Google Class‐
room, or a parent email.
Please make sure your children have picked up their hard
copies of the Gospel Weeklies by Pflaum. You can use
those materials throughout Lent. Materials are available
at the parish center during the week. Remember each
child also has access to our Pflaum Digital Resources. If
you are having problems accessing the digital materials,
please contact Bill via email (forma on email above) or
call the parish oﬃce.
Parents of First Eucharist Children There is a parent
mee ng today, March 27th in the parish center. Parents
will be mee ng downstairs across from the First Eucharist
classroom this week.
First Eucharist will be celebrated on May 15th during the
10:30 Mass.

We are looking for prayer sponsors for our First Eucha‐
rist Class. Please look for addi onal informa on in this
week’s bulle n.
Altar Server Training: THIS SUNDAY aŌer the 8 AM
Mass. People interested in training to be an Altar Server
are welcome to a end the training session, Sunday,
March 27 a er the 8 AM Mass (9:15) in the church. All
are welcome from ages 10 to 110.
Please check the Youth Pages for addi onal dates of up‐
coming events.
Garden Project: As the weather is warming up, the gar‐
den project will be star ng soon!!! Keep watching the
bulle n and your emails for dates and mes.
FINALLY, is God calling you? We are s ll in need of a cat‐
echist!!! The commitment requires approximately one
hour per week on Sunday mornings from 9 AM to 10:15.
Materials and trainings are provided for all volunteers.
Individuals or teams could consider taking on this oppor‐
tunity to help form our youth in our faith. We also need
subs tutes, which would be a flexible commitment. We
also have posi ons for classroom assistants and hall mon‐
itors. Please consider this one of your ways of volunteer‐
ing for the church, by giving of your me and talent to
the youth of our parish. Also, please include in your pray‐
ers the pe on that people step forward to help with this
mission. Thanks to all that have volunteered to help our
Youth Faith Forma on. Classes will run through the mid‐
dle of May 2022. Also, please consider becoming a cate‐
chist for the 2022‐2023 school year!
If you have ques ons regarding CFF and or would like to
volunteer please email Bill or call the oﬃce. Please keep
watching this sec on, the St. Agnes Website, as well as
the CFF/ Youth page for con nuing announcements re‐
garding Faith Forma on and youth ac vi es. If you are
not receiving CFF announcements and emails or to volun‐
teer, please contact the parish center at 304‐ 876‐6436 or
Bill Donahue at forma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org.

RCIA

Book Study

Those of us who are already part of the ini a‐
on team of catechists, sponsors, godparents,
hospitality givers, pray‐ers and jus ce and
peace workers have tasted the goodness of the Lord
through our ministries. We invite you to use these last
weeks of Lent to listen for the Lord’s s ll small voice in‐
vi ng you to taste and see this same goodness! Perhaps
now is the me to consider a commitment to Christ and
the Church. Perhaps you are already ini ated and are
looking for your place to serve others. Perhaps you’ve
served in RCIA ministry in the past and miss it. Perhaps
you are just wondering what God has in mind for you.
Pray, fast and listen deeply to the yearnings of your
heart. Get FAQs answered on the RCIA page on the web‐
site. Talk with me if you are wondering if this is for you!
deborah.stollery@gmail.com.

This Easter Season, join other parishioners for a book
club reading of Gerhard Lohfink’s book “Does God Need
the Church? Toward a Theology of the People of God.”
This book, by the well‐known New Testament scholar,
examines the rela onship between God and the world
beginning with Israel’s theology and moves through the
experience of the early Chris an communi es to the
churches of today. What is this rela onship between God
and the people? What does this have to do with salva on
and the reign of God? And what does it mean to be
Church today?
We will meet once a week during the Easter season.
To find out more or sign up please contact Rodica at
aﬀ@stagnesshepherdstown.org.

St Agnes Scholarship

Survey of Catholic Doctrine

St. Agnes announces the 2022 annual Scholarship Award!
Ac ve, par cipa ng members of St. Agnes who are grad‐
ua ng high school in 2022 are encouraged to apply for a
scholarship to assist in furthering their educa on. It may
be used for any ins tute of higher learning or trade
school. Applica ons are available in the Narthex and the
parish center or can be emailed to interested applicants.
Deadline for applica on submission to the oﬃce will be
May 6th.

Would you like to delve more deeply into your faith?
Look more closely at what Catholics believe? Then this
course may interest you!!
Survey of Catholic Doctrine
Apr 25‐May 15 (registra on opens Mar 9)
This course will look at some of the major doctrines of
the Catholic Church. Par cipants will come to a be er
understanding of the Trinity, original sin, church, salva‐
on history, and the communion of saints. We will look at
the meaning of magisterium, ecumenism, eschatology,
and other Catholic terms.
By the end of the course we will have:
• Understood some arguments for the existence of God.
• Defined revela on as God's communica on with us
• Ar culated why the Trinity is the central mystery of our
Chris an faith and life.
• Ar culated how Scripture speaks of God as creator.
• Described original sin as a condi on we are born into
where we are inclined toward choosing evil
• Understood Jesus as God’s self revealed.
• Understood the role of the Holy Spirit in the life of the
Church.
• Understood the role of the Church in God’s plan of sal‐
va on and the rela onship of the Catholic Church and
other religions
• Ar culated how Mary and the saints are models of
Chris an holiness
• Described the Church’s teachings in the area of escha‐
tology.
This course will be facilitated by Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu, it is
oﬀered through the VLCFF program of the University of
Dayton and underwri en by the Diocese which will cover
the tui on and books.
Have ques ons? Contact Rodica at
aﬀ@stagnesshepherdstown.org. To register please con‐
tact Jeanne McKeets at jmckeets@dwc.org.

Homebound Ministry
If there are parishioners who have needs (groceries, rides
to doctors or pharmacies, etc, our HOMEBOUND MINIS‐
TRY is willing to help. Please call Claire Williamson (304‐
876‐1357), or Judy Lilga (301‐432‐2276).

JCCM Food Pantry Needs
Canned meats (spam, chicken, tuna, etc)
Mac and Cheese
Canned fruit
Rice
Syrup
Powdered coﬀee creamer
Instant coﬀee
Boxed mashed potatoes
Jelly
Salt
Sugar
Cooking oil
razors
Shampoo
Deodorant
Paper towels
Cat and dog food
Copy paper

Parish Financial Activity
Collections - Last Week
Offertory Collections

$16,531
$2,407

Monthly Mortgage Assistance
Total

$18,938

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$11,500

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collections Compared to Target
Tithe to help those in need
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)



+$7,438
$1,653

The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston maintains an Oﬃce of Safe Environ‐
ment in accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the ProtecƟon of Children
and Young People. To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children:
The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston encourages repor ng to civil authori‐
es first and foremost if a crime has been commi ed. We also encourage
u lizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in
the U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual
misconduct, please contact civil authori es in the applicable jurisdic on and
visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authori es: Contact
your local law enforcement; numbers will vary based on your loca on. If you
believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confiden ally report
any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse,
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protec ve
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to
Diocesan Authori es: In addi on to civil authori es, the diocese encourages
repor ng to the appropriate church authori es. To report suspected cases
of sexual abuse of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling‐
Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop,
ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 270. You may also call
the Diocese’s Oﬃce of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. In addi on to the
methods listed above for repor ng sexual abuse, the Diocese also has
partnered with Navex Global to oﬀer the EthicsPoint pla orm to report
other, addi onal concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and
personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the
Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in West Virginia. The EthicsPoint
pla orm can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then
“Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third‐party
repor ng system that reports to civil authori es where applicable and
Diocesan authori es, and the iden ty of the person repor ng is protected.

Blessed Carlo Acu s
Youth Adventure Camp

Considering a Catholic High School
St. Maria Gore Catholic HS, a co‐ed Catholic high school
in Hagerstown, MD, is encouraging WV families to apply
for the Hope Scholarship Program, recently created by
the West Virginia legislature for families wishing to enroll
in non‐pubic schools. Gore also provides bus transpor‐
ta on and financial aid. For more informa on, vis‐
it h ps://hopescholarshipwv.com/
Home and www.gore .org.

