S a i n t

A g n e s

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others. We
rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments. We welcome the
opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.
Pastoral Staff
Pastor: Rev. Andrew M. Switzer
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. T. Mathew Rowgh
Coordinator of Faith Forma on: Bill Donahue
Director of Liturgy: Rodica Stoicoiu
Parish Secretary: Beth Yates
Administra ve Assistant: Larry Halvey Goodwin
Accoun ng: Lizzie Lowe

Pastoral Council
Carmela Cesare ~ Peg Eackles ~ Michele Goldman
David Godfrey ~ Shaná Harris ~ Amie Ho‐Leung
Michael Keefe ~ Albert Leung ~ Kathryn McAteer

Finance Council
Pat Barth ~ Mike Drewes ~ Todd Hershey
Sue Kemnitzer ~ David Matera
Bob Morrow ~ Arnold Thomas ~ Richard Walton
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St. Agnes Church
200 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown

St. Agnes Parish Office
106 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown
P.O. Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443
Telephone 304‐876‐6436
Oﬃce@StAgnesShepherdstown.org
www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org

St. Agnes Chapel
204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Sunday Readings
Acts 14:21b‐27
Psalm 145:8‐9, 10‐11, 12‐13
Revela on 21:1‐5a
John 13:1, 31‐33a, 34‐35++

Fi h Sunday of Easter

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Mass
Saturday, 5:30pm
Sunday, 8am
Sunday, 10:30am
Weekday Mass
Wednesday, 12noon
Bishop Brennan has li ed the request that everyone
mask. However, we s ll encourage masking for love of
neighbor.
Reconcilia on: Saturday, 4:30pm
Parish Oﬃce: Monday–Friday 9am‐4pm
Cash Card Sales: Weekdays during oﬃce hours
(please call first)

Bishop Brennan to Visit St Agnes
On Saturday, May 21, and Sunday, May 22, St Agnes has
the honor of welcoming Bishop Brennan to celebrate all
three of our weekend Masses with us. We are very much
looking forward to his visit and hope you can join us!

Scripture Sharing with Fr Andy
Join Fr Andy each Monday at 12noon on Zoom for Scrip‐
ture sharing. The link can be found on the website.

Synod News

The Synod Commi ee reviewed the notes from every
small group and found that we parishioners have a posi‐
ve view and warm feeling for St. Agnes. Many good ide‐
as were expressed and we hope to move forward in me
bringing our community together. The report is finished
and was sent to the diocese by May 1st. It will be pre‐
sented to the Pastoral Council at their next mee ng on
May 18th. It will be available for the parish to read on
the website and copies at the Parish Center on May
19th. Bishop Brennen is visi ng our Church the weekend
of May 21st and 22nd, so you may want to read the re‐
port in case you have ques ons for him. Your par cipa‐
on has been inspiring.

Lost & Found
Our lost & found basket at the church is overflowing! If
you have lost anything in the last several months, please
take a look and see if it has ended up there. The basket is
located at the end of the hall near the ladies room. In two
weeks, we will take unclaimed items to Goodwill.

Mass Inten ons
Saturday, 5:30pm Mass for
Marvin Kocian
Sunday, 10:30am Mass for
Miriam T. Moriarty
May Marvin and Miriam share in the fulness
of God’s mercy and peace.

Remember in Prayer
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill especially
Marion Webber, Laddin Audia (brother of Jennifer Wood),
Eona Wood (sister‐in‐law of Barry Wood), and Michael
Flippen (brother of Marlene Flippen). Names are placed in
the bulle n for approximately one month and then those
names are placed on the 2nd Friday prayer list and are
remembered in prayer each month.

Communion Ministers
to the Sick & Homebound
There will be a mee ng on Wednesday, May 18, at
12:45pm, at the request of Fr. Andy, for all Communion
Ministers who are currently taking communion to the sick
or homebound. Also requested to come to the mee ng
are those who have been trained to be to be communion
ministers but currently are not ac vely taking commun‐
ion to anyone. If there are parishioners who would like to
become Communion Ministers to the sick and home‐
bound, they, too, are invited to a end this mee ng.
Please contact Judy Lilga to let her know if you will be
a ending this mee ng ‐ 301‐432‐2276 or
<jslilga8@gmail.com>.

Sacred Art in Ac on
Par cipa ng in crea on...par cipa ng in beauty...finding
a poten al doorway to the Divine. Interested? You'll have
an opportunity to do these things guided by iconographer
Ta ana Gubenko, right here at St. Agnes from June 13‐
18, 2022. For more details go to h ps://
sacredar nac on.org/icon‐class‐in‐shepherdstown‐wv/.

RCIA
“As I have loved you, so you should love one
another.” Jesus Not Catholic, but looking for
a place to prac ce loving others, to dwell with
Jesus, to learn how to follow him? There’s a
small community of people ready to journey
with you, introduce you to Jesus and share their love for
him with you. To learn more, contact Debbie Stollery,
coordinator of this small community called the RCIA
Team: deborah.stollery@gmail.com.

Vaca on Bible School

Dear Parishioners,
These next couple of Sundays of the Easter season, we hear these beautiful words from John’s Gospel.
John uses them as departure words that Jesus says before he returns to the Father. May tends to be a season
of transition and departure as students graduate from
high school or college. Often times we hear commencement speeches that offer words of advice that
point towards the future. Perhaps today’s gospel we
could think of like Jesus’ commencement speech to his
disciples before they return to the Father. Jesus’ teaching will remain with them, carry them forward through
the gift of the Holy Spirit. During St Agnes’ reflection
time on the synod there had been a lot of discussion
about our mission with people offering differing answers. Jesus, as he gives his commencement address,
gives us a very clear mission—that we get caught up and
transformed by God’s love. We then live out our call in
the way we love one another. We need to remember
that we are not called to be known primarily by laws
and rules, agendas or causes, money or fame, titles or
achievement. Jesus makes clear he wants us to be
known by how we love one another and carry that out
to others. Perhaps, as our children celebrate their First
Communion, we are called to renew this mission, and
our children, in their openness, are the best witnesses to
teach us as a community to carry out our mission.

Fr. Andy

JCCM Food Pantry Needs
Canned meats (spam, chicken, tuna, etc)
Mac and Cheese
Canned fruit
Rice
Soup
Powdered coﬀee creamer
Coﬀee (instant & ground)
Boxed mashed potatoes
Jelly
Pancake Mix & Syrup
Oatmeal
Canned pasta
Sugar
Cooking oil
razors
Shampoo
Deodorant
Laundry detergent
Paper towels
Cat and dog food

Sponsored by
The Shepherdstown Ministerial Associa on
At Discovery on Adventure Island VBS, your students will
enjoy an interac ve, energizing, Bible‐based good me
on their quest for God’s great light. They will become
Explorers and discover how God’s light shines on us and
how we can reflect that light as we live each day.
A er a high‐energy Opening Assembly me, the Explor‐
ers make their way to the Bible Story Sta on. Interac ve
Bible lessons reveal Pathfinders to equip your Explorers
for an ac ve life with God. Your Explorers will also dis‐
cover our Signal Verse (Bible memory verse), which will
remain with them in their faith long a er VBS.
The students will expand on what they’ve discovered by
making their own art projects at the Cra Sta on, singing
new songs at the Music Sta on, exploring the wonders of
God’s crea on at the Science Sta on, playing games at
the Recrea on Sta on, and enjoying the light dinner at
5:30 pm before we get started. Along the way, the Ex‐
plorers will hear about our mission project and as they
respond to a call for ac on!
Join us as we discover God’s great light at Adventure Is‐
land! We will gather at Asbury United Methodist Church
– Shepherdstown, on July 11 through July 16,
From 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm (with a light dinner at 5:30
pm).
To register, volunteer or find out more about Discovery
on Adventure Island VBS, you can contact the following:
Pastor Pam Boomer at Asbury UMC:
pboomer@citlink.net (304) 876‐3047
Asbury’s Oﬃce: info@4pillarchurch.org (304) 876‐3112
Jenny Murdock, New St. UMC:
nsumc@fron ernet.net (304) 876‐2362

2nd Friday Prayer Group
A list has begun for the 2nd Friday in June. Please contact
Judy (see below) at any me with names of individuals
you would like to add. You are also welcome to join us!
Please contact Judy: 301‐432‐2276, jslilga8@gmail.com.

Ugly Sleeping Bag Ministry
Our Ugly Sleeping Bag ministry remains ac ve. We are
happy to take your dona ons of comforters (any size).
We are also accep ng dona ons of used sleeping bags.
Items should be clean and in fair condi on. Dona ons
can be dropped oﬀ at the parish center.

St Agnes on Social Media

Youth News
Today is the last CFF classes for the 2021‐2022 school
year. Thanks to all the catechists and volunteers that
helped make this such a successful year. We will begin
CFF classes again in September. We will be a mix of tradi‐
onal CFF instruc on and an intergenera onal approach
again next year. The model will be modified for next year.
Keep watching this space for addi onal informa on.
CFF Registra on: We will begin CFF Registra on soon for
the 2022–2023 year. CFF students received the CFF Regis‐
tra on form today in class. Registra on will also be avail‐
able again this year online.
Congratula ons to our First Eucharist children. Today
during the 10:30 Mass, Grace Burkhardt, Zofia Norton,
Lilly Santana, and Sarah Shaﬀer received their First Eu‐
charist. Congratula ons on this latest step in your faith
journey. A special thanks to their catechist, Derek Gal‐
lagher, who helped prepare them for this sacrament.
Meal for the Hungry: Prep day will be Sunday, May 22,
2022 a er the 10:30 Mass.
Please check the Youth Pages for addi onal dates of up‐
coming events.
Garden Project: We began preparing the Feeding the
Hungry Gardens this past week. Watch for emails regard‐
ing addi onal mes for plan ng etc. Thanks to everyone
who helped with this project!
Is God calling you? We would love to add to our ranks of
catechist for the 2022‐2023 school year. The commitment
requires approximately one hour per week on Sunday
mornings from 9 AM to 10:15. Materials and trainings are
provided for all volunteers. Individuals or teams could
consider taking on this opportunity to help form our
youth in our faith. We also need people to consider sub‐
s tu ng, requiring a flexible commitment and a willing‐
ness to be on call. We also have posi ons for classroom
assistants and hall monitors. Please consider this one of
your ways of volunteering for the church, by giving of
your me and talent to the youth of our parish. Also,
please include in your prayers the pe on that people
step forward to help with this mission. Thanks to all that
have volunteered to help our Youth Faith Forma on.
If you have ques ons regarding CFF and or would be will‐
ing to volunteer, you can email Bill at for‐
ma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org or call the oﬃce.
Please keep watching this sec on, the St. Agnes Website,
as well as the CFF/Youth page for con nuing announce‐
ments regarding Faith Forma on and youth ac vi es.
If you are not receiving CFF announcements and emails,
please contact the parish center at 304‐ 876‐6436 or Bill
Donahue at forma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org.

St Agnes Racial Jus ce Ini a ve News
This weekend we will be adding to our St. Agnes Racial
Jus ce library the Pulitzer Prize winning book, Slavery by
Another Name, by Douglas A. Blackmon. It is a compel‐
ling, assiduously documented, o en moving and shocking
account of the systema c, virtual re‐enslavement of
countless Blacks that developed and thrived in the Jim
Crow South from a er the Civil War through the begin‐
ning of World War II. Once you begin reading this book, it
is hard to put down.
The Chicago Tribune called it "An astonishing book" that
"will challenge and change your understanding of what
we were as Americans ‐ and of what we are."
The New York Times reported: "Shocking....Eviscerates
one of our school‐children's most basic assump ons: that
slavery in America ended with the Civil War."
Knowing and acknowledging the truth are fundamental
acts that lead to works of jus ce. This book is an im‐
portant contribu on to the ongoing pursuit of racial jus‐
ce in these United States.
The Racial Jus ce Ini a ve Group welcomes new mem‐
bers. We meet every other Tuesday on Zoom at 3:00pm.
Our next mee ng will be on May 24th. Please contact
Tom Ruhf for more informa on or to request the Zoom
link, theruhfs@yahoo.com.

Book Discussion
A Correc on – we’ll be mee ng on May 20 @ 11 am in
the Parish Center (wrong date listed last week)
THE SUM OF US: What Racism Costs Everyone And How
We Can Prosper Together by Heather McGhee has re‐
ceived book award nomina ons and rave reviews. Her
main thesis: “we all lose when we buy into the zero‐sum
paradigm – the idea that progress for some of us must
come at the expense of others.”
Our book group has decided to focus two months on this
book. We’ll be discussing the first five chapters this
month and the remainder of the book on June 17.
Please join us for one or both discussions!

Amazon Smile
If you are an Amazon shopper, you can start using Ama‐
zonSmile to help St. Agnes if you haven’t already. Ama‐
zonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com.
The diﬀerence is that when you shop on AmazonSmile,
the AmazonSmile Founda on will donate 0.5% of the
purchase price of eligible products to the charitable or‐
ganiza on of your choice. The only thing you have to do
is set St. Agnes as your charity of choice and then start
using h ps://smile.amazon.com when you shop.
You can learn more about Amazon Smile and how to sign
up on the St Agnes Website under the “Giving” tab.

Catholic Corner

For Our Graduates

The Gi of the Eucharist

As you con nue your life’s journey, here are some quotes
from Maya Angelou that might help you along the way…
“I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, peo‐
ple will forget what you did, but people will never forget
how you made them feel.”
“You may not control all the events that happen to you,
but you can decide not to be reduced by them.”
We delight in the beauty of the bu erfly, but rarely admit
the changes it has gone through to achieve that beauty.”
“I’ve learned that whenever I decide something with an
open heart, I usually make the right decision.”
“If you don’t like something, change it. If you can’t
change it, change your a tude.”
“We need much less than we think we need.”
“If I am not good to myself, how can I expect anyone else
to be good to me?”
“Without courage we cannot prac ce any other virtue
with consistency. We can’t be kind, true, merciful, gener‐
ous, or honest.”
“I’ve learned that even when I have pains, I don’t have to
be one.”
“Have enough courage to trust love one more me and
always one more me.”
“If you are always trying to be normal you will never
know how amazing you can be.”
“Seek pa ence and passion in equal amounts. Pa ence
alone will not build the temple. Passion alone will destroy
its walls.”
“Never make someone a priority when all you are to
them is an op on.”
“A wise woman wishes to be no one’s enemy; a wise
woman refuses to be anyone’s vic m.”
“You can’t use up crea vity. The more you use, the more
you have.”
“Life is not measured by the number of breaths you take
but by the moments that take your breath away.”
“When someone shows you who they are, believe them
the first me.”
“If you find it in your heart to care for somebody else,
you will have succeeded.”
“We are only as blind as we want to be.”
“I got my own back.”
“There is no greater agony that bearing an untold story
inside you.”
“I respect myself and insist upon it from everybody. And
because I do it, I then respect everybody, too.”
“Determine to live life with flair and laughter.”
“I’ve learned that I s ll have a lot to learn.”
“I work very hard, and I play very hard. I’m grateful for
life. And I live it—I believe life loves the liver of it. I live
it.”

Every Sunday we gather and give thanks and praise for
something we have already received. We are responding
to a gi , one which we do not control or earn. It is a gi
that is meant to change us. It is the gi of the Eucharist
and its celebra on is a risky endeavour that causes us to
ques on our self‐suﬃciency and iden ty. For in our litur‐
gies we fully, consciously and ac vely seek to be trans‐
formed by God. We risk loss and change. Yet how many
of us feel that liturgy is a life‐threatening event? And yet
the Eucharist calls us into this very experience of conver‐
sion and profound change that leads to mission, to caring
for the poor, to feeding the hungry and welcoming the
stranger.
The gi of the Eucharist is the gi of the self‐emptying
(kenosis) of Christ. It is given through the abiding love of
the Father, so that we may find ourselves returned to
God who is at the heart of our being. As Paul reminds us,
Christ “though he was in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God something to be grasped. Rather he
emp ed himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in
human likeness; and found human in appearance, he
humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even
death on a cross.” (Phil 2:6) In how Christ lived, and
served, in how he suﬀered and died Christ exemplified
how all are called to live in love and service. Our Eucha‐
ris c liturgies are our response to the self‐emptying of
Christ. By our bap sm we all take on the call to live in a
new way, as rela onal beings, as community. In our Eu‐
charis c celebra ons we are reminded of this new way
of being. And Eucharist is first of all an ac on as well as
an object and one that expresses this keno c gi of
Christ that calls us to con nue our transforma on out‐
ward in a con nua on of self‐emptying in the world. As
followers of Jesus we are called to reach out in openness
to the world around us for we will experience the trans‐
forma onal power of God where our ritual ac ons are
strongest, where our silences speak loudest, where we
embody the self‐emptying of Christ, when we empty our‐
selves to each other and give ourselves away to serve the
world.
Adapted from: Rodica Stoiciou, Ph.D. Eucharist and Social
Jus ce in The Heart of Catholic Social Teaching, David
McCarthy, Ed.

Freshly Roasted Hai Coﬀee Available!
We have very freshly roasted Hai coﬀee available for
purchase in the oﬃce, both whole bean and ground. The
cost is $10 per bag and $3 is tax deduc ble. Your pur‐
chase supports farmers in Hai who receive a fair price
for their product as well as our Social Concerns group.

Catholic Daughters Yard Sale

Considering a Catholic High School

When: Saturday May 21, 2022
Where: 231 N. Tennessee Ave, Mar nsburg, WV
Time: 8:00 AM ‐ 2:00 PM
Why: Funds to be used to support CDA charitable projects.

St. Maria Gore Catholic HS is a co‐ed Catholic high
school in Hagerstown, MD. Gore provides bus transpor‐
ta on and financial aid. For more informa on visit
www.gore .org.

Retrouvaille

Con nuing Educa on for Catechists

The Retrouvaille Program is for Married Couples Strug‐
gling in their Rela onship. This program is for couples
with marital problems that want marriage help. Those
who are considering marriage separa on and those who
are already separated or divorced are encouraged to con‐
sider the Retrouvaille Program. There is always hope of
reviving your rela onship. The next available Retrouvaille
Weekend is in Fairfax, VA, July 8‐10th. For more infor‐
ma on and registra on visit their website at h ps://
www.helpourmarriage.org.

Catholic Distance University (CDU) partners with the dio‐
cese to oﬀer free non‐credit con nuing educa on cours‐
es for catechists and those involved in parish ministry.
Visit www.pathlms.com/cdu to browse the rich collec‐
on of courses and register. Be sure to use the diocesan
access code, CDU20DIOCESEWC, during checkout to re‐
ceive your free tui on!

Principal Search
St Joe’s School in Mar nsburg (preschool through
eighth grade) is seeking a principal. The candidate must
be a prac cing Catholic in good standing with Church
precepts, and act as an example and mo vator toward
the fulfillment of the Catholic philosophy of the school.
The ideal candidate must have a master’s degree in edu‐
ca onal leadership or administra on, or begin the pro‐
cess of comple ng degree requirements; or hold a valid
educa onal leadership cer fica on from the state of
West Virginia or be eligible for such cer fica on. The
candidate must have a minimum of five years of success‐
ful educa onal experience, with preference given to one
with administra ve experience. Previous applicants need
not reapply. A résumé with three references may be
emailed with all a achments in PDF to Meg Par ngton
(mpar ngton@sjswv.org) by Thursday, May 12, 2022.

Teachers Sought for St Joe’s School
Saint Joseph School in Mar nsburg, WV, is seeking teach‐
ers in the following areas for the 2022‐23 school year:
Physical educa on, prekindergarten to eighth grade
Second grade classroom teacher
Middle school math/science
Candidates must hold or be eligible to hold West Virginia
professional teaching cer fica on. A long‐term subs tute
with a bachelor’s degree or first‐class permit may be con‐
sidered if there is a lack of fully qualified candidates.
Preferred applicants are prac cing Catholics in good
standing with Church precepts who will act as examples
of and mo vators toward the fulfillment of the Catholic
philosophy of the school. Ideal candidates are expected
to be familiar with the oﬃcial teachings, doctrine and
laws of the Catholic Church, and to integrate those con‐
cepts in curricular and extracurricular ac vi es.
Email résumés and three le ers of reference to
pblanc@sjswv.org.

Parish Financial Activity
Collections - Last Week
Offertory Collections

$7,675

Monthly Mortgage Assistance

$1,207

Total

$8,882

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$11,500

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collections Compared to Target
Tithe to help those in need
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)



-$2,618
$768

The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston maintains an Oﬃce of Safe Environ‐
ment in accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the ProtecƟon of Children
and Young People. To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children:
The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston encourages repor ng to civil authori‐
es first and foremost if a crime has been commi ed. We also encourage
u lizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in
the U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual
misconduct, please contact civil authori es in the applicable jurisdic on and
visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authori es: Contact
your local law enforcement; numbers will vary based on your loca on. If you
believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confiden ally report
any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse,
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protec ve
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to
Diocesan Authori es: In addi on to civil authori es, the diocese encourages
repor ng to the appropriate church authori es. To report suspected cases
of sexual abuse of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling‐
Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop,
ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 270. You may also call
the Diocese’s Oﬃce of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. In addi on to the
methods listed above for repor ng sexual abuse, the Diocese also has
partnered with Navex Global to oﬀer the EthicsPoint pla orm to report
other, addi onal concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and
personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the
Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in West Virginia. The EthicsPoint
pla orm can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then
“Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third‐party
repor ng system that reports to civil authori es where applicable and
Diocesan authori es, and the iden ty of the person repor ng is protected.

Cash Cards
Purchasing cash cards through St Agnes is an easy way to
support the church financially that costs you no extra.
They are s ll available for purchase in the oﬃce.

