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A g n e s

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others. We
rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments. We welcome the
opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.
Pastoral Staff
Pastor: Rev. Andrew M. Switzer
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. T. Mathew Rowgh
Coordinator of Faith Formation: Bill Donahue
Director of Liturgy: Rodica Stoicoiu
Parish Secretary: Beth Yates
Administrative Assistant: Larry Halvey Goodwin
Accounting: Lizzie Lowe

Pastoral Council
Carmela Cesare ~ Peg Eackles ~ Michele Goldman
David Godfrey ~ Shaná Harris ~ Amie Ho-Leung
Michael Keefe ~ Albert Leung ~ Kathryn McAteer

Finance Council
Pat Barth ~ Mike Drewes ~ Todd Hershey
Sue Kemnitzer ~ David Matera
Bob Morrow ~ Arnold Thomas ~ Richard Walton
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St. Agnes Church
200 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown

St. Agnes Parish Office
106 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown
P.O. Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443
Telephone 304-876-6436
Office@StAgnesShepherdstown.org
www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org

St. Agnes Chapel
204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Sunday Readings
Acts 13:14, 43-52
Psalm 100:1-2, 3, 5
Revelation 7:9, 14b-17
John 10:27-30

Fourth Sunday of Easter: Good Shepherd Sunday

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Mass
Saturday, 5:30pm
Sunday, 8am
Sunday, 10:30am

St. Agnes Perpetual
Mass Memorial

Weekday Mass
Wednesday, 12noon
Bishop Brennan has lifted the request that everyone
mask. However, we still encourage masking for love of
neighbor.
Reconciliation: Saturday, 4:30pm
Parish Office: Monday–Friday 9am-4pm
Cash Card Sales: Weekdays during office hours
(please call first)

Remember in Prayer
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill especially
Laddin Audia (brother of Jennifer Wood), Eona Wood
(sister-in-law of Barry Wood), Michael Flippen (brother of
Marlene Flippen), and Lorraine O’Connor. Names are
placed in the bulletin for approximately one month and
then those names are placed on the 2nd Friday prayer list
and are remembered in prayer each month.

Bishop Brennan to Visit St Agnes
On Saturday, May 21, and Sunday, May 22, St Agnes has
the honor of welcoming Bishop Brennan to celebrate all
three of our weekend Masses with us. We are very much
looking forward to his visit and hope you can join us!

Scripture Sharing with Fr Andy
Join Fr Andy each Monday at 12noon on Zoom for Scripture sharing. The link can be found on the website.

On the first Sunday of each month Mass will be
celebrated for all of our family members, loved
ones, and friends enrolled in the St. Agnes Perpetual
Mass Memorial. Newly enrolled this month:
Teresa Carson
by Liz Wilson

Marlene Showalter
by Fred & Anna Brigham

Joyce Ross
by Fred & Anna Brigham

Sofia Nikas
by Joe & Sue Bosco

Bruce Schmidt
by Eileen Dooley & Denis Woods
and Jane Edwards

John Thomas Herridge
by Jane Edwards

Ina van Slingerland

A Golden Anniversary

by Jan V. Sengers

We extend our congratulations and best wishes to Jimmy
and Claire Williamson who celebrated 50 years of marriage on May 6th! They will receive a special blessing at
the 5:30pm Mass this weekend.

by Doris & Jim Ketterman

Mother’s Day Flowers
According to THE LANGUAGE OF FLOWERS, the
carnation has been a symbol of the Virgin Mary since the
thirteenth century, appearing alongside her in countless
pictures.
We pay tribute to all women this weekend, using the
purple carnation. Symbolically, we acknowledge the
courage, bravery, wisdom, dignity and love possessed by
our women which they so generously share with all of
us.

Joseph Stremel
Rita F. Oellette
by Doris & Jim Ketterman

Dot Davis
by John & Dottie Piccolomini
and Retired Faculty & Staff of Boonsboro High School

Wedding Congratulations
We extend our congratulations and good wishes to
Morgan VanDerPool and Logan Adams who celebrated
their wedding on Friday here at St. Agnes. May the
Lord bless Morgan and Logan as they begin their married
life!

Dear Parishioners,

Vacation Bible School

In today’s gospel we hear the story of Jesus the
Good Shepherd. The readings today make us aware that
following the Risen Lord will not be easy, but we have a
certain hope that he will direct us into the future. I recently read a story about a village in India. In this particular place, many of the shepherds gather together to
take turns watching the various flocks during the night
in the same place. They can gather together as many as
50,000 sheep at the same time. The fascinating thing is
that at day break when the shepherds call their sheep, by
the pitch of the shepherd’s voice, they find their shepherd. I bring this up because this is a good image for us.
Baptism and risen life should make us more sensitive to
hearing the Good Shepherd’s voice. This gospel Jesus
tells on the Feast of Booths which was a feast to commemorate Israel’s honeymoon period as the Lord led
them day by day to freedom in the desert. We are never completely certain if we are following the Lord’s direction, but we can have a sense because we will be led
to a greater life of freedom and service. The gospel of
John also helps us realize our dependence on the Lord.
Like the sheep, we are not as brave and smart as we
sometimes think we are. But it is by listening to the
Lord in our relationships and through scripture and
prayer that we can be assured of the Lord’s guidance.
An image that came out of this week’s Bible study was
that if sheep go about on their own they will literally
eat all the pasture up and eventually continue to eat
even when there is just dirt. This reminds us during the
Easter season that we are called to grow and change, not
stay in the same place; that the Lord will lead us to
green pasture and feed us if we are open. May we, during this Easter season, be more sensitive to the new life
in the Spirit and allow the Lord to direct us even when
life and our world seem difficult. The scriptures remind
us of the hope of the inclusiveness of the gospel message to bring life, and life abundant, to all people.

Fr. Andy

Putting Laudato Si' Into Practice
The Boonsboro Greenfest offers us a painless way to put
our faith into action in terms of our stewardship to the
Earth. They are sponsoring a Swap & Recycling Event on
Saturday, May 14 from 9am-2pm at Shafer Park in
Boonsboro. They are accepting an amazing array of items
for reuse or recycling as well as offering a swap event on
clothing, sports equipment, household goods, plants, and
more. Check out their flyer that is included with this
week’s bulletin for full details. And consider some spring
cleaning this week!

Sponsored by
The Shepherdstown Ministerial Association
At Discovery on Adventure Island VBS, your students will
enjoy an interactive, energizing, Bible-based good time
on their quest for God’s great light. They will become
Explorers and discover how God’s light shines on us and
how we can reflect that light as we live each day.
After a high-energy Opening Assembly time, the Explorers make their way to the Bible Story Station. Interactive
Bible lessons reveal Pathfinders to equip your Explorers
for an active life with God. Your Explorers will also discover our Signal Verse (Bible memory verse), which will
remain with them in their faith long after VBS.
The students will expand on what they’ve discovered by
making their own art projects at the Craft Station, singing
new songs at the Music Station, exploring the wonders of
God’s creation at the Science Station, playing games at
the Recreation Station, and enjoying the light dinner at
5:30 pm before we get started. Along the way, the Explorers will hear about our mission project and as they
respond to a call for action!
Join us as we discover God’s great light at Adventure Island! We will gather at Asbury United Methodist Church
– Shepherdstown, on July 11 through July 16,
From 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm (with a light dinner at 5:30
pm).
To register, volunteer or find out more about Discovery
on Adventure Island VBS, you can contact the following:
Pastor Pam Boomer at Asbury UMC:
pboomer@citlink.net (304) 876-3047
Asbury’s Office: info@4pillarchurch.org (304) 876-3112
Jenny Murdock, New St. UMC:
nsumc@frontiernet.net (304) 876-2362

RCIA
Feeling a little lost? Like a sheep without a
shepherd? Without roots in a faith community? With too little understanding of how to
follow Jesus? Wondering about becoming
Catholic? We have a place for you here with
us, inquiring, belonging and discovering if the
Lord is calling you to the Catholic way of life. Contact
Debbie Stollery, initiation coordinator, at deborah.stollery@gmail.com.

Ugly Sleeping Bag Ministry
Our Ugly Sleeping Bag ministry remains active. We are
happy to take your donations of comforters (any size).
We are also accepting donations of used sleeping bags.
Items should be clean and in fair condition. Donations
can be dropped off at the parish center.

Youth News
CFF classes have resumed for all students, and are held in
the parish center at 9:15 AM on Sundays. In addition, we
will be continuing the hybrid model so Zoom is available
for families that need to attend CFF virtually. The same
Zoom link that we have used will continue to be used for
CFF instruction (the link can be found in the printed materials you received, the Google Classroom, or a parent
email). May 15th will be the last CFF class for the 20212022 year. We will begin CFF classes again in September.
CFF Registration: We will begin CFF Registration soon for
the 2022–2023 year, so keep watching the bulletin for
details.
First Eucharist will be celebrated on May 15th during the
10:30 Mass. You will find pictures of our First Communicants on the First Eucharist Quilt in the Narthex as well as
on the information monitor in the Narthex.
Meal for the Hungry: Prep day will be Sunday, May 22,
2022 after the 10:30 Mass.
Please check the Youth Pages for additional dates of upcoming events.
Garden Project: Get your shovels ready! Weather
dependent, we will be getting a load of soil and mulch
next week, and we will need youth and families to assist
with moving both to where they are needed and to till
the gardens. We hope to make this happen on Saturday,
May 14 (time to be determined), so watch your emails for
more precise details—many hands make light work!
Since Mother Nature may throw us a curve ball, keep
watching the bulletin and your emails for dates and times
for this and future garden work.
Is God calling you? We would love to add to our ranks of
catechists for the 2022-2023 school year. The commitment requires approximately one hour per week on Sunday mornings from 9 AM to 10:15. Materials and trainings
are provided for all volunteers. Individuals or teams could
consider taking on this opportunity to help form our
youth in our faith. We also need substitutes for those
looking for a more flexible commitment. In addition, we
have positions for classroom assistants and hall monitors.
Please consider this one of your ways of volunteering for
the church, by giving of your time and talent to the youth
of our parish. Also, please include in your prayers the petition that people step forward to help with this mission.
Thanks to all that have volunteered to help our Youth
Faith Formation.
If you have questions regarding CFF and or would be willing to volunteer, you can email Bill at formation@stagnesshepherdstown.org or call the office.
Please keep watching this section, the St. Agnes Website,
as well as the CFF/Youth page for continuing announcements regarding Faith Formation and youth activities. If
you are not receiving CFF announcements and emails,
please contact the parish center at 304‐876‐6436 or Bill
Donahue at formation@stagnesshepherdstown.org.

Communion Ministers
to the Sick & Homebound
There will be a meeting on Wednesday, May 18, at
12:45pm, at the request of Fr. Andy, for all Communion
Ministers who are currently taking communion to the sick
or homebound. Also requested to come to the meeting
are those who have been trained to be to be communion
ministers but currently are not actively taking communion to anyone. If there are parishioners who would like to
become Communion Ministers to the sick and homebound, they, too, are invited to attend this meeting.
Please contact Judy Lilga to let her know if you will be
attending this meeting - 301-432-2276 or
<jslilga8@gmail.com>.

St Agnes Racial Justice Initiative News
Here are a few news items from a period of less than
three weeks in July of 1908, unknown to most Americans.
July 4, 1908 -Springfield, Illinois police thwart killing of
black man accused of murdering local white businessman.
July 12, 1908 - Passengers on Central of Georgia train
passing Round Oak, Georgia, watch out windows as
crowd seizes and hangs black man for pulling knife during
a brawl with white man.
July 14, 1908 - Middleton, Tennessee, a mob of 100
hangs Hugh Jones for allegedly making advances on 17year-old white girl.
July 15, 1908 - Elderly black man shot to death in Beaumont, Texas, after gang of marauding whites mistakes
him for another black man accused of hitting a 13-yearold white girl. Mob was setting two black-owned businesses afire when victim passed, but paused long enough
to kill him.
July 26, 1908 - After 18-year-old black man, Tad Smith, is
accused of raping a white woman, crowd of 1000 whites
ties him to a stake in the ground, surrounds him with kerosene-soaked wood, and cheers as they watch him burn
to death.
Doing justice first requires knowing and acknowledging
the truth (These accounts are reported and original
sources footnoted in Douglas A. Blackmon's acclaimed
book, Slavery by Another Name - The Re-enslavement of
Black Americans from the Civil War to World War II.).

Catholic Radio in the Eastern Panhandle
In an effort to bring Catholic Radio to the Eastern Panhandle, we will have an informational meeting Saturday,
May 14th after the 8:00 am Mass in the St. James Parish
Library (49 Crosswinds Drive, Charles Town). Our special
guest is Mr. Bob Carubia of Light of Life Catholic Radio in
Central West Virginia and the Northern Panhandle. To
RSVP or for questions, please contact Shaun Perkowski
at shaun.perkowski@gmail.com or 304-283-1038.

This Week’s Gospel: John 10: 27-30; May 8, 2022

DATES TO REMEMBER
•

May 8: CFF Classes 9:15 in the Parish Center. All
Grades.

•

May 8: Mother’s Day

•

May 15: First Eucharist (10:30 Mass)

•

May 15: Last CFF Class for 21-22 School Year.
Parish Center (9:15 AM)

•

May 15: Outdoor club hike : Maryland Heights
2PM

•

May 22: Meal for the Hungry Prep.

Our Lady of Fatima
In 1917, on the 13th day of each
month from May to October, the
Blessed Virgin Mary came down from
heaven to the Cova da Iria in the village of Fatima, Portugal appeared to
three young Portuguese children. She
asked and still
asks of all of us
three things:
penance, prayer,
and devotion to
her Immaculate
Heart.

Jesus’ Sheep
Word Puzzle
Said
Know
Follow
Me
Perish
Hand
Given
Is
Greater
Them
Father
Are
**

Solutions:

** Jesus is the “Good Shepherd”

Easter Flowers
Our parishioners have donated flowers in loving
memory of Nicolas & Sophie Trio, Edward Trio, Lillian
Trio, Jeni & Constantine Gevas, and Thomas Kline by
Marion Trio Webber; the Moler family, the Thompson
family, the Burleigh family, the Greaser family, and the
Robertson family by Bryan & Judy Robertson; Mr &
Mrs John J. Piccolomini and Mr & Mrs George Buys by
John & Dotty Piccolomini; Family & Friends by Lyle &
Theresa Rush; Frank & Cecilia Vassallo by Eric & Anna
Sokel; Edythe Myers by Zach & Tricia Myers; the Lattus
family and the Kemerer family by Greg & Debbie Lattus;
Philip Mueller and Kenneth & Anna McCullough by
Barbara Mueller; Eileen Lammers, Jim Dollard, Ann Davis, and Mary H. Kelly by Ed & Kathy Kelly; John
McCarthy, John & Janet McCarthy, John & Lillian
Wark, John Orio, and Terence McCarthy by Dennis &
Janice Wark; Kay Boal by James Boal & Christine
Mougin-Boal; Jim Pate by James and Carrie Messenger
Pate; in honor of Fr Andy by St Agnes Parishioners;
Ukrainians by Ed & Kathy Kelly; Renee Mougin by
James Boal & Christine Mougin-Boal; and as a gift to St
Agnes by Adam & Jayne O’Hara; Stan & Lucille Nelson,
Shawn & Annmarie MacBride, Leo & Connie Bonner,
and Jeff & Connie VanDerPool.

FOSL Book Sale
Friends of Shepherdstown Library (FOSL) Annual Book
Sale returns after being cancelled for two years. The inventory is bigger than ever and thousands of books of all
kinds will be available to browse & buy, each priced at $2
or less. Reuse, recycle & restock your bookshelves. This is
FOSL’s biggest fundraiser of the year, and all proceeds
support Shepherdstown Public Library, moving into its
brand new building on Higbee Lane this July!
Book donations will be accepted Wednesday, May 11, &
Thursday, May 12, 10-4, at the War Memorial Building.
Many Volunteers are needed to help before, during and
after the sale. We are also looking for a few strong people to move boxes & do heavy lifting on May 11 & 15 for
$20/hr. For more information email foslwvinfo@gmail.com or contact FOSL at www.foslwv.org.
Friday, May 13, 6-8 pm, Presale with $15 cash fee; FREE
Saturday, May 14, 10am–4pm, & Sunday, May 15, 10am2pm. War Memorial Bldg., 102 E. German Street, Shepherdstown.

St Agnes on Social Media

Freshly Roasted Haiti Coffee Available!
We have very freshly roasted Haiti coffee available for
purchase in the office, both whole bean and ground. The
cost is $10 per bag and $3 is tax deductible. Your purchase supports farmers in Haiti who receive a fair price
for their product as well as our Social Concerns group.

Book Discussion
A Correction – we’ll be meeting on May 20 @ 11 am in
the Parish Center (wrong date listed last week)
THE SUM OF US: What Racism Costs Everyone And How
We Can Prosper Together by Heather McGhee has received book award nominations and rave reviews. Her
main thesis: “we all lose when we buy into the zero-sum
paradigm – the idea that progress for some of us must
come at the expense of others.”
Our book group has decided to focus two months on this
book. We’ll be discussing the first five chapters this
month and the remainder of the book on June 17.
Please join us for one or both discussions!

Synod on Synodality

From the Synod team, we thank all of the facilitators, the
Director of Education, and participants in the Synod Listening Sessions. A special thanks to Father Andy for his
enthusiastic support. Be watching for our report to the
diocese.

JCCM Food Pantry Needs
Canned meats (spam, chicken, tuna, etc)
Mac and Cheese
Canned fruit
Rice
Soup
Powdered coffee creamer
Coffee (instant & ground)
Boxed mashed potatoes
Jelly
Pancake Mix & Syrup
Oatmeal
Canned pasta
Sugar
Cooking oil
razors
Shampoo
Deodorant
Laundry detergent
Paper towels
Cat and dog food

Catholic Daughters Yard Sale

Sacred Art in Action

When: Saturday May 21, 2022
Where: 231 N. Tennessee Ave, Martinsburg, WV
Time: 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Why: Funds to be used to support CDA charitable projects.

Participating in creation...participating in beauty...finding
a potential doorway to the Divine. Interested? You'll have
an opportunity to do these things guided by iconographer
Tatiana Gubenko, right here at St. Agnes from June 1318, 2022. For more details go to https://
sacredartinaction.org/icon-class-in-shepherdstown-wv/.

Retrouvaille
The Retrouvaille Program is for Married Couples Struggling in their Relationship. This program is for couples
with marital problems that want marriage help. Those
who are considering marriage separation and those who
are already separated or divorced are encouraged to consider the Retrouvaille Program. There is always hope of
reviving your relationship. The next available Retrouvaille
Weekend is in Fairfax, VA, July 8-10th. For more information and registration visit their website at https://
www.helpourmarriage.org.

Principal Search
St Joe’s School in Martinsburg (preschool through
eighth grade) is seeking a principal. The candidate must
be a practicing Catholic in good standing with Church
precepts, and act as an example and motivator toward
the fulfillment of the Catholic philosophy of the school.
The ideal candidate must have a master’s degree in educational leadership or administration, or begin the process of completing degree requirements; or hold a valid
educational leadership certification from the state of
West Virginia or be eligible for such certification. The
candidate must have a minimum of five years of successful educational experience, with preference given to one
with administrative experience. Previous applicants need
not reapply. A résumé with three references may be
emailed with all attachments in PDF to Meg Partington
(mpartington@sjswv.org) by Thursday, May 12, 2022.

2nd Friday Prayer Group
A list has begun for the 2nd Friday in May. Please contact
Judy (see below) at any time with names of individuals
you would like to add. You are also welcome to join us!
Please contact Judy: 301-432-2276, jslilga8@gmail.com.

Teachers Sought for St Joe’s School
Saint Joseph School in Martinsburg, WV, is seeking teachers in the following areas for the 2022-23 school year:
Physical education, prekindergarten to eighth grade
Second grade classroom teacher
Middle school math/science
Candidates must hold or be eligible to hold West Virginia
professional teaching certification. A long-term substitute
with a bachelor’s degree or first-class permit may be considered if there is a lack of fully qualified candidates.
Preferred applicants are practicing Catholics in good
standing with Church precepts who will act as examples
of and motivators toward the fulfillment of the Catholic
philosophy of the school. Ideal candidates are expected
to be familiar with the official teachings, doctrine and
laws of the Catholic Church, and to integrate those concepts in curricular and extracurricular activities.
Email résumés and three letters of reference to
pblanc@sjswv.org.

Parish Financial Activity
Collections - Last Week
Offertory Collections

$7,064
$110

Monthly Mortgage Assistance
Total

$7,174

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$11,500

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collections Compared to Target
Tithe to help those in need
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)



-$4,326
$706

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children
and Young People. To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children:
The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston encourages reporting to civil authorities first and foremost if a crime has been committed. We also encourage
utilizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in
the U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual
misconduct, please contact civil authorities in the applicable jurisdiction and
visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authorities: Contact
your local law enforcement; numbers will vary based on your location. If you
believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confidentially report
any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse,
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protective
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to
Diocesan Authorities: In addition to civil authorities, the diocese encourages
reporting to the appropriate church authorities. To report suspected cases
of sexual abuse of children by personnel of the Diocese of WheelingCharleston to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop,
ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 270. You may also call
the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. In addition to the
methods listed above for reporting sexual abuse, the Diocese also has
partnered with Navex Global to offer the EthicsPoint platform to report
other, additional concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and
personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the
Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in West Virginia. The EthicsPoint
platform can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then
“Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third-party
reporting system that reports to civil authorities where applicable and
Diocesan authorities, and the identity of the person reporting is protected.

Considering a Catholic High School
St. Maria Goretti Catholic HS, a co-ed Catholic high school
in Hagerstown, MD, is encouraging WV families to apply
for the Hope Scholarship Program, recently created by
the West Virginia legislature for families wishing to enroll
in non-pubic schools. Goretti also provides bus transportation and financial aid. For more information, visit https://hopescholarshipwv.com/
Home and www.goretti.org.

Looking for a Ride to Mass
One of our parishioners, a Kearneysville resident, is looking for a ride to Mass. Her preference would be the
5:30pm Mass on Saturday, but she would be happy to
come to any Mass if someone can give her a ride. Please
call the office for further information or to offer assistance.

Continuing Education for Catechists
Catholic Distance University (CDU) partners with the diocese to offer free non-credit continuing education courses for catechists and those involved in parish ministry.
Visit www.pathlms.com/cdu to browse the rich collection of courses and register. Be sure to use the diocesan
access code, CDU20DIOCESEWC, during checkout to receive your free tuition!

Cash Cards
Purchasing cash cards through St Agnes is an easy way to
support the church financially that costs you no extra.
They are still available for purchase in the office.

