S a i n t

A g n e s

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others. We
rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments. We welcome the
opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.
Pastoral Staff

St. Agnes Church

Pastor: Rev. Andrew M. Switzer
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. T. Mathew Rowgh
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Anthony Maciorowski
Director of Music: Elaine Rendler‐McQueeney
Director of Liturgy: Rodica Stoicoiu
Parish Secretary: Beth Yates
Administra ve Assistant: Larry Halvey Goodwin
Accoun ng: Lizzie Lowe
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St. Agnes Parish Office
106 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown
P.O. Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443
Telephone 304‐876‐6436
Oﬃce@StAgnesShepherdstown.org
www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org

St. Agnes Chapel
204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Sunday Readings
Ezekiel 34:11‐12, 15‐17
Psalm 23:1‐3a, 3b‐4, 5, 6
1 Corinthians 15:20‐26, 28
Ma hew 25:31‐46
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Masses
Saturday 5:30pm & 10:30am
RSVP Required
Masks are required & social distancing will be observed
(Videotaped Mass available on the Website)
Thanksgiving Day Mass
Thursday at 9am
Weekday Masses
No weekday Masses are currently scheduled.
Reconcilia on: Saturday at 4:30pm
Parish Oﬃce: Monday– Wednesday 9am‐2pm
Cash Card Sales: Weekdays during oﬃce hours
(please call first)

Thanksgiving Day Mass at 9am
We will be celebra ng Mass at 9am on Thanksgiving Day,
November 26. As with all Masses, reserva ons are
required, masks must be worn, and social distancing must
be observed.

Celebra ng Advent Pandemic Style
It's almost Advent!! Come visit the new parish Advent
wreath that is set up by the pond (outdoors and pandem‐
ic safe), add fresh greens from those supplied and join in
the fun ‐ take a selfie and post it to the parish FaceBook
page!
Also ‐ candles and wreath frames for Advent wreaths are
available at the Parish Center during the week and at the
Church on the weekends.
Stay tuned to the FaceBook page and the website for Ad‐
vent table prayers, blessings etc as we enter into the Ad‐
vent season

Advent Li le Blue Books
Advent begins on November 29, the Sunday a er Thanks‐
giving. Li le Blue Books, our Advent devo onals, are
available for you to pick up (both regular and large print
edi ons) a er each Mass. Copies are also available at the
parish center on weekdays.
Li le Books are also available for e‐readers or smart
phones. The e‐books cost $4 per season and can be found
on the Li le Books website: h ps://li lebooks.org/
seasonal‐books/advent‐christmas‐season. The phone app
provides all three seasons (Advent, Lent, and Easter) at a
total cost of $10. You can purchase and download the
Li le Books app for your iOS or Android devices from your
app store.

At Home with the Word
The new liturgical year begins next Sunday. The 2021 edi‐
on of At Home with the Word is available at the church
for pick up a er Mass or at the parish center during the
week. We have some large print versions as well.

Mass Inten ons
Sunday, Video Mass for
Patricia “Pa y” Thomas
Sunday, 10:30am Mass for
Mildred Carroll
May Pa y and Mildred share in
the fulness of God’s mercy and peace.

Remember in Prayer
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our vet‐
erans in recovery, and those recently ill especially Howard
Sheckells (father of Karlleen Stockman), Bob Edwards
(husband of Cathy Lauri), Mike Sullivan, Stanley Belchik,
Marilyn Preuit, Pat Merhaut, Jean Heidler (sister of Sheila
Hennessy), Nancy Hitchcock, Rita Noel (sister of John No‐
el), and Bart Rogers. Names are placed in the bulle n for
approximately one month and then those names are
placed on the 2nd Friday prayer list and are remembered
in prayer each month.

Faith Forma on Ramping up!
We are happy to report that our very own Bill Donahue, a
re red educator with 31 years experience, has come on
board as our Coordinator of Faith Forma on! The goal is
to get our Sacrament prepara on going as quickly as pos‐
sible to be followed shortly therea er by the rest of our
CFF classes. Bill will be reaching out to families by email
as well as through the website and Facebook.
Registra on Forms can be found on our parish website.

Catholic Campaign for
Human Development Collec on
This week we have a special collec on to support the
Catholic Campaign for Human Development. This collec‐
on supports programs that empower people to iden fy
and address the obstacles they face as they work to
bring permanent and posi ve change to their communi‐
es. Learn more about the Catholic Campaign for Human
Development at www.usccb.org/cchd/collec on.
This year our diocese has 2 na onal grantees. Coalfield
Development promotes economic development in
southern WV through worker re/educa on and on the
job training. Its director, Brandon Dennison spoke at St.
Agnes last year. They received $60,000 in 3rd year fund‐
ing, and Try This which promotes healthy West Virginians
received $50,000 in 1st year funding. This funding is far
more than the diocese contributes to CCHD.
As always, St Agnes will contribute to this collec on from
our thing fund. Please consider making a dona on to
this very worthy cause. Checks should be made payable
to St Agnes with “CCHD” in the memo line.

Dear Parishioners,
This is a time in our history where it is certainly
easy to be cynical. We face so many challenges as a
country and a world. I was grateful to a parishioner who
let me know that in Assissi Pope Francis was meeting
with young entrepreneurs, economists, and leaders to
seek a better future, an economy that lifts up everyone
especially the poor and vulnerable. This reminded me to
not just look at the problems, but to seek solutions for
what we are facing today. I was truly inspired by these
young adult leaders. They give me great hope for our
future. I am reminded of the words from Bobby Kennedy, “Some people look at things as they are and ask why,
I dream dreams that never were and ask why not..” May
we dream a better future for humanity. I believe it is
always important as pastor to dialogue with folks in the
pews to get a pulse on where people are at and how to
best minister. Reflecting on Matthew 25 and Francis’
gathering of young adults, here is a summary of notes
from their discussion that a parishioner put together
that I believe is worth our consideration.

This Sunday’s Gospel is so well known in the
Christian community and beyond. It expresses the very
heart and spirit of discipleship: Relationship to God unfolds in care for the needy among us. That is truly a
faith-filled loving kindness as personified in Jesus Christ.
Those clearly stated parts of relationships in today’s
Gospel get right to the essentials of caring relationships
-- these embrace the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger,

the naked, the sick, and the imprisoned because their
well-being is tied to our well-being. We are forever responsible together for building up and co-creating the
goodness at the heart of life from beginning to end,
including everyone, sharing with everyone, welcoming
the least among us to the table of plenty. That faithfilled measure is tied to justice, the logic of love overriding the diminished goals of individualistic concerns.
In today’s fragmented and sorely challenged world, the
Gospel message speaks to the nations, to collective humanity, and to each part of the greater community by
showing the way of our caring God towards all our brokenness. In the same vein, Pope Francis chose these last
few days of the liturgical year to listen to young leaders
from across the world about their vision for a more just
economic order for all peoples. He had asked in 2019
for economists and young people to work with the
need for a different kind of economy, one that is more
attentive to the weakest members of society and is not
focused exclusively on the gain of material wealth.
Check out the conversations at: https://
francescoeconomy.org/.
What better way to be thankful, to be grateful for all
who inspire us in caring for each other, for our global
community and Common Home as we follow in the
footsteps of Jesus, St Francis, Pope Francis and all our
own St Agnes supporting and caring sisters and brothers…
Fr. Andy

Music Notes
For November, when we especially remember those who
have died, I thought I’d put together some favorite music
and wri ngs that have comforted me by way of the
arts. Let’s begin with a wri ng by German Jesuit, Karl
Rahner, considered one of the most influen al Catholic
theologians of the 20th century. He wrote for (or intend‐
ed to) ordinary Chris ans. Here is a selec on on death….
The great and sad mistake of many people – among them
even pious persons – is to imagine that those whom
death has taken, leave us. They do not leave us… They
remain! Where are they? In darkness? Oh no! It is we who
are in darkness. We do not see them, but they see us.
Their eyes, radiant with glory, are fixed on our eyes full
with tears. Oh, infinite consola on! Though invisible to
us, our dead are not absent. I have o en reflected upon
the surest comfort for those who mourn. It is a firm faith
in the real and con nual presence of our loved ones; it is
the clear and penetra ng convic on that death has not
destroyed them, nor carried them away. They are not
even absent, but living near to us, transfigured: having
lost, in their glorious change, no delicacy of their souls, no
tenderness of their hearts, no special preference in their
aﬀec on. On the contrary, they have, in depth and in fervour of devo on, grown large, a hundredfold. Death is,

for the good, a transla on into light, into power, into
love. Those who on earth were only ordinary Chris ans
become perfect; those who were good become sublime. (On the Theology of Death, Karl Rahner, Herder and
Herder, l965.)
A er reading this, may I suggest that you listen and
watch a half‐hour of glorious music and visual art:
The Duruflé Requiem, Op. 9: A Prayer for Our Planet. h ps://vimeo.com/218763696.
The composer has set the Gregorian chant requiem Mass
text and music in luxurious harmonies crea ng a unique
masterpiece. This par cular YOUTUBE version is accom‐
panied with glorious film of nature and our planet. Some
in our community remember the chant funeral Mass
from childhood. Others sang it with Shepherd University
several years ago.
For something more contemporary, consider Andrew
Lloyd Webber’s “Pie Jesu” from his Requiem. Andrew
Lloyd Webber, Sarah Brightman, Paul Miles‐Kingston –
Pie Jesu: h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=31oAcmBz044.
May the angels lead all who have died into paradise.
Elaine Rendler, DM

Keeping Current During Covid

Survey of Catholic Doctrine

The Jeﬀerson County Health Department is encouraging
anyone living or working in West Virginia to add the
state’s COVID‐19 contact tracing number to their contacts
since people generally don’t answer calls from phone
numbers they do not recognize.

Survey of Catholic Doctrine (January 3 – February 6)
A five‐week course oﬀered through the University of Day‐
ton’s Virtual Learning Community for Faith Forma on
(VLCFF). This is a hybrid model oﬀering both live weekly
lectures (through Zoom) as well as a rich variety of online
resources.
We will look at some of the major doctrines of the Catho‐
lic Church including the Trinity, original sin, church, salva‐
on history, and the communion of saints. We will ex‐
plore and deepen our understanding of terms and con‐
cepts such as: magisterium, ecumenism, eschatology, and
other Catholic terms.
This course is being underwri en by the Diocese of
Wheeling‐Charleston, who pays 100% of the tui on.
The course instructor is Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu.
For further informa on or to register, please contact
Jeanne McKeets at the Diocese at jmckeets@dwc.org.

WV Covid Contact Tracer 866‐611‐0661

Anniversary Milestones
A number of parishioners are celebra ng more than just
a few years of wedded bliss in this month of November.
We extend congratula ons and best wishes to:
Shirley & Max Derr—November 20, 55 years
Pat & Don Barth—November 23, 59 years
Laurie & Joe Harrington—November 27, 55 years
Kathy & Tom Wenner—November 29, 51 years

Giving Tuesday
Tuesday, December 1, 2020 has been designated as “Giving Tuesday.” As Catholics, we are called to receive God’s gi s
gratefully and share them lovingly with one another. December 1st we will join in the celebra on of Giving Tuesday, a
global day of kindness and generosity. In this me of uncertainty, there's a fundamental truth that can give us hope –
that together we can do extraordinary things.
You can show your generosity in a variety of ways during Giving Tuesday—whether it’s dona ng funds, par cipa ng in
a new ministry, volunteering, or praying, every act of generosity and kindness counts! If you are considering any year‐
end dona ons, this is a great me to make them.
The diocese has set up their website to accommodate dona ons that can be designated for various causes, including
St. Agnes Parish. Although this is primarily set up for a single day (December 1st), the diocese is opening their website
for dona ons star ng on November 20 and ending on December 1.
Giving Tuesday dona ons will not be assessed the normal 9% “tax” that the diocese assesses on normal contribu‐
ons made to St. Agnes.
For those who want to donate funds, they can be made on the diocesan website at h ps://givingtuesday.dwc.org/.
More detailed instruc ons can be found below.
Although online dona ons are the primary way of making dona ons to St. Agnes for this, you are not required to do it
online. You can donate with a check or cash by pu ng it in an envelope in the weekend collec on basket, mailing it
to the oﬃce, or dropping it oﬀ at the oﬃce. Just make the checks payable to St. Agnes and indicate that it is for
“Giving Tuesday” so that we can no fy the diocese of your non‐assessable dona on. Be sure to note on the check
and/or envelope that this is for “Giving Tuesday.” It is important that these are delivered to the oﬃce on or before
December 1.
As you may be aware, 2020 has been a diﬃcult year. St. Agnes parishioners have been extremely generous in con nu‐
ing to support St. Agnes during these challenging mes. We plan to use the funds donated through this program to
help make up the gap between our income and expenses exacerbated by the pandemic. Thank you for all that you
have done for St. Agnes in 2020!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
To make online dona ons to St. Agnes, please go to diocesan website at h ps://givingtuesday.dwc.org/.
Click on “PARISHES AND MINISTRIES TO SUPPORT.”
Click on “Parishes & Missions.”
On the right‐hand side under Fundraising Campaigns, scroll down and click on “See More.”
Scroll down to “St. Agnes Parish – Shepherdstown, WV” and click on the “Donate” bu on below the photo of the
church.
Con nue to follow the instruc ons on the website.

Our Advent Gi Tag Project During Covid‐19
As of Monday, November 16, the Social Concerns Commi ee received an addi onal $655 which brings our total to
$3795. Thank You! This year’s need is very great. We’ll direct our addi onal dona ons to our seniors in nursing homes
and in the community.
This chart shows the 2019/2020 requests and the number of cards we have allocated to each agency so far.
Cash Cards Allocated
Minimum # of
Agency
# of Gi s 2019 Es mated Need 2020 St Agnes
as of 11/9/20
Cash Cards
1. Boys & Girls Club
Eastern Panhandle

86

15

12

15

2. Canterbury Nursing
Home

25

25

12

15

3. Willow Tree Nursing
Home

29

25

12

15

4. Shenandoah Nursing
Home

17

15

12

15

5. Young Lives (Pregnant
Teens & young mothers

16

15

12

15

6. Jeﬀerson County
Commission on Aging

25

25

12

15

7. Good Shepherd
Volunteer Caregivers

44

60

12

41

8. Board of Childcare UMC

40

20

12

20

Agencies CANNOT accept gi s this year, only specific cash cards! Please send/drop oﬀ cash/check dona ons in any
amount to the Parish Center or in the collec on baskets. Make checks payable to St. Agnes Social Concerns Com‐
mi ee – on memo line, Gi Tag Project. We must receive all dona ons by November 23rd. If you are pu ng a check
in the mail please call or email the oﬃce and let us know the amount. Any help you can provide will be so appreciated!

Coats for Kids Collec on
The Knights of Columbus are once again collec ng money
for their annual Coats for Kids drive. This is their 4th year
of providing new coats to our area school children. Last
year $3000 was donated by the parish and the Shepherd‐
stown Community. Please make checks payable to the
Knights of Columbus with Coats for Kids as the memo.
Contact Bob Rizzo for more informa on, 304‐676‐5687.

Shepherdstown Shares Food Pantry Open
The Shepherdstown Shares Food Pantry has already
served almost 100 individuals, from infants to senior ci ‐
zens, since it opened on November 7th. If you contribute
to us financially, we will be able to purchase items in bulk,
much more eﬃcient and cheaper. Checks may be sent to
PO Box 1780, Shepherdstown, WV 25443. We are grateful
to the community for its volunteers and dona ons.

Homebound Ministry During Pandemic
If there are parishioners who have needs (groceries, rides
to doctors or pharmacies, etc, our HOMEBOUND MINIS‐
TRY is willing to help. Please call Claire Williamson (304‐
876‐1357), or Judy Lilga (301‐432‐2276).

Social Concerns Weekend
December 5 & 6
This is the last Social Concerns Weekend of a very chal‐
lenging year. Many thanks to all of you who have sup‐
ported our parishioners’ eﬀorts to feed the homeless,
provide feminine hygiene products, purchase LOTS of
sleeping bags as well as contribute to the migrant minis‐
try kits and school backpacks and supplies (mainly han‐
dled by our KofC), and most recently contribute so gener‐
ously to our greatly revised Advent Gi Tag Project!
The numbers of people seeking an evening meal has in‐
creased over 25% in the last few months – even more if
the children are included. Now people have to stay out‐
doors to receive and eat their meals, and s ll they come.
We have increased the amount we give our parish volun‐
teers who prepare meals to $150 but that doesn’t cover
the cost of the meals frequently. We are in great need of
people to prepare meals and of volunteers to deliver the
meals. If you can provide one or the other service, please
contact Dan VanBelleghem at dvanbell@citlink.net or
304/876‐9473.
Now that the cold weather has definitely arrived we
would like to renew our prac ce of distribu ng hats and
gloves and new socks to our meal a endees. Since chil‐
dren are now a ending frequently we welcome contribu‐
ons of these items for them as well. THANK YOU!

Online Mass Reserva ons

Our New and Improved (Revised)
Advent Fair Trade Sale
Those who receive the parish e‐mail “blast” (and if you
don’t, do sign up) read last weekend that you can now
shop for fair trade items online at SERRV and the parish
Social Concerns Commi ee will receive 20% of your pur‐
chase. And the weekend of December 5/6 you can re‐
ceive free shipping on orders over $50 (Use Promo Code:
SESNOWMAN20). (see below).
We know that many of you will miss our annual Advent
Fair Trade Sale – and we do too – for two reasons. First, it
was great fun and there were lovely items to purchase
made by ar sans in developing countries who were as‐
sured a fair price for their cra s. Second, the proceeds
benefited the interna onal organiza ons we support:
Just Hai coﬀee in Hai , Chris ans in the West Bank who
host a peace camp for Arab, Jewish and Chris an youth,
the development work of the Handmaids of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus in El Salvador, and the educa on of girls in
Kolofata, Cameroon.
Without this sale, we didn’t know how we were going to
raise funds for these interna onal projects. This is literal‐
ly the answer to prayers! Any purchases that parishioners
make at any me of the year using the special St. Agnes
website (h ps://www.serrv.org/?a=SaintAgnes)
benefits us. By shopping on this website you will be sup‐
por ng these ar sans, suppor ng SERRV’s eﬀorts to bring
these items to us, and suppor ng St. Agnes’s outreach
eﬀorts – and buying beau ful handmade items! What
could be be er?
Turn the disappointment of not being able to shop in
stores into the joy of helping so many by shopping on this
website!

2nd Friday Prayer Group
A list has begun for the 2nd Friday in December, so please
feel free to contact Judy by phone 301‐432‐2276 or e‐
mail <jslilga8@gmail.com>.

Reserva ons for Masses are now being done online. To
reserve a seat, go to our website at
www.stagnesshepherdstown.org and click on the Mass
Reserva ons bu on. Simply select your Mass and tell us
who you are and how many will be a ending. To assist
those who find the online reserva ons challenging, our
though ul tech volunteers have put together a brief
“How to reserve a seat for Mass” video to help guide you
through the process. The video can be found both on our
website under “parish news and events” in the New Tuto‐
rial A ending Mass During Pandemic as well as on the
Eventbrite website where you actually make your reser‐
va on. If you have any problems using the online system,
feel free to call the oﬃce by 3pm on Friday, and we will
make the reserva on for you.
Keep in mind, there is a limit of 50 people at each Mass,
masks are required, and social distancing must be ob‐
served.

In Search of Subs tute Teachers
Do you enjoy working with children? Are you a certified
teacher or substitute who wants to work in a small Catholic school whose mission is to challenge, inspire and educate students ages 2 through eighth grade? If so, Saint
Joseph School in Martinsburg invites you to apply to become a substitute teacher. If you are interested, please
call the school office at 304-267-6447 or email Principal
Patrick Blanc at pblanc@sjswv.org.

Hiring Maintenance Workers
Saint Joseph School is in need of two full‐ me, experi‐
enced maintenance workers. Responsibili es include
sweeping; mopping; dus ng; emptying trash cans; clean‐
ing restrooms, doors and windows; vacuuming; cleaning
out flower beds; shampooing carpets; and stripping
floors. The hours are 3 to 11 p.m. Monday through Friday
and the pay rate is $11 an hour.
For more informa on, call the school at 304‐267‐6447 or
send an email to pblanc@sjswv.org.

Parish Financial Activity
Collections - Last Week
Offertory Collections

$5,869

Monthly Mortgage Assistance

$1,635

Total

$7,504

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$12,000

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collections Compared to Target
Tithe to help those in need
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)



-$4,496
$587

The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston is commi ed to the
protec on of its children and young people. The Diocese
complies with the United States Conference of Catholic Bish‐
ops’ Charter for the Protec on of Children and Young People
by maintaining an Oﬃce of Safe Environment. To report an
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact
your local law enforcement agency, or you may confiden ally
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/
Child Protec ve Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at
800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston to the Dio‐
cese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at
888.434.6237 (toll free) or 304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn,
ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353;
Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Oﬃce of Safe Envi‐
ronment at 304.230.1504. For more informa on on the Dio‐
cese’s Oﬃce of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org,
then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Oﬃce of Safe Envi‐
ronment” under the “Oﬃces” menu. To learn more about the
Catholic Church’s eﬀorts in preven ng sexual abuse of chil‐
dren in the United States, please visit h p://
www.usccb.org. Under “Issues and Ac on,” click “Child and
Youth Protec on” from the drop down menu.

Mass at St. Agnes
This past weekend we had 34 people present for the
5:30pm Mass and 40 individuals in a endance for the
10:30am Mass. These numbers include those who chose
to sit outside for Mass as we con nue to have a limit of
50 inside the church. There were 5 present for the re‐
cording of the Sunday video Mass, and, as far as we
know, there were 114 who tuned into the video Mass.

