S a i n t

A g n e s
“For the Son of Man came not
to be served but to serve, and
to give his life as a ransom for
many.”
Mark 10:45

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others. We
rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments. We welcome the
opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.
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St. Agnes Chapel
204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Sunday Readings
Isaiah 53:10‐11
Psalm 33:4‐5, 18‐19, 20+22
Hebrews 4:14‐16
Mark 10:35‐45
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Mass
Saturday, 5:30pm
Sunday, 8am
Sunday, 10:30am
Bishop Brennan asks that masks be worn at Mass by all
those in a endance other than young children under
the age of 2.
Weekday Masses
Wednesday, 12noon
Reconcilia on: Saturday 4:30‐5pm
Parish Oﬃce: Monday–Friday 9am‐4pm
Cash Card Sales: Weekdays during oﬃce hours
(please call first)

RCIA
Through the cross, toward the light
there's a way of living that brings
freedom and friendship. Interested
in finding out what that might be
like, but not ready to make any
commitments to anything more
than some conversa on? There are
several ways we can connect for a
conversa on: through Fr. Andy, on
the parish website or by calling the
parish oﬃce. Just follow the light!

Liturgical Ministry Training
Have you ever considered serving the community
through liturgical ministry? This Fall the parish will be
oﬀering forma on in the ministries of Lector, Bread and
Cup, and Hospitality.
In order to gauge interest and arrange for a Covid safe
environment, we are asking those interested to preregis‐
ter.
What is involved in training for each ministry:
Lectors: 1 ini al group mee ng followed by individual
forma on sessions
Bread and Cup: 2 sessions (session 1 is a discussion of the
theology and history of the Eucharist and session 2 is a
short prac cal session)
Hospitality: 1 training session plus "on‐the‐job" training
These dates have been reserved for ini al mee ngs:
Saturday Oct 23rd 10am‐12 pm Hospitality
Saturday Nov 6th Lectors
Saturday Nov 13th Bread and Cup first session
If you have any ques ons, would like further informa on
or are interested in registering for any of the above,
please contact Rodica at litur‐
gy@stagnesshepherdstown.org or call the oﬃce at 304‐
876‐6436 to leave a message.

Mass IntenƟons
Saturday, 5:30pm Mass for
Arlen Moore
Sunday, 10:30am Mass for
Anna M. Carl
May Arlen and Anna share in the fulness
of God’s mercy and peace.
In your kindness, please pray for Christopher Smith who
died this past week. May Christopher share in the fulness of God’s love and peace.

Remember in Prayer
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill especially
Do y Piccolomini, Craig Romano, Alexis Anzmann, Marga‐
ret Roche, Kathy Moro , Tom Ruhf, Yvonne Sco
(daughter of Doris & Jim Ke erman), Finn Kwiatkowski,
and Myles Harris. Names are placed in the bulle n for ap‐
proximately one month and then those names are placed
on the 2nd Friday prayer list and are remembered in pray‐
er each month.

A Request From Shepherdstown Shares
Originally opened during the ini al outbreak of Covid ‐19
to aid local workers who’d lost their jobs, the Shepherd‐
stown Shares Food Pantry discovered a major unmet
need in our area. It now serves about 30 households per
week. With the holidays approaching, a generous Shep‐
herdstown donor has volunteered to provide boxes with
food Items for a Christmas dinner for 10 households. But
there are many more households in need. If any of you
would like to sponsor one or more households or make a
dona on toward a box, you may do so by sending a check
for $35 per box, or any dona on amount to Shepherd‐
stown Shares, P.O. Box 1780, Shepherdstown, WV 25443.
Write “Christmas Box” in the memo line.

Book Discussion Group
Our November 19 Book Discussion selec on is The Devil
You Know: A Black Power Manifesto by Charles M. Blow.
A quote from the author:
“Race, as we have come to understand it, is a ficƟon; but,
racism, as we have come to live it, is a fact. The point
here is not to impose a new racial hierarchy, but to remove an exisƟng one. AŌer centuries of waiƟng for white
majoriƟes to overturn white supremacy, it seems to me
that it has fallen to Black people to do it themselves.”
Please join us for a challenging discussion.

Dear Parishioners,
This weekend we open, as a local church, the
Synod on Synodality. The gospel shows James and John
seeking positions of power rather than the call to serve.
This certainly in recent times has been a problem in our
church. I often reflect in the parish that the greatest
signs of leadership are seen not necessarily in those who
carry positions or titles, but rather in those who are
willing to serve. Many of these people go largely unnoticed, but they embody the gospel. The gospel reminds
us of this call of what we do on the altar that Jesus enters into human suffering with compassion to bring
healing, and that as his disciples that call to serve is the
gospel message. We can see all too clearly in our own
diocese and universal church that at times it has been
about position and power at the expense of others, and
many times the abuse of others. May this synod bring
healing.
On Monday in Bible study, we reflected on the
synod and what the group thought these scriptures offer
as we begin this process. They had great insights. One
was that we speak up boldly and not be afraid to say
what is needed. It is in the boldness, as the reading from
Hebrews reminds us, that comes the mercy. We need to
speak boldly and listen with charity. Another person
pointed out that we need to not be afraid of arguments
and disagreements, that the Holy Spirit is in that and
may be showing us a way forward. The group also mentioned that we need openness to not be afraid of new
paths we may be being lead down. Lastly and most importantly, we need to listen to those that have been
hurt or abused by the church. There are times, we discussed, where the church makes statements and they
don’t realize it hurts people we love, and we need to be
more sensitive to that and more like Jesus who brought
mercy and love. Please know you are welcome to join
our Monday scripture study where we try to practice
synodality every week, which means we are on a journey
together and trying to follow the Lord. We try in our
scripture study to make sure everybody is able to share
boldly, and we listen with charity. I believe in all aspects
of our life as a community we are called to do that, and,
if we do, this synod will be fruitful for our parish and
universal church.

Scripture Sharing with Fr Andy
Scripture Sharing with Fr Andy con nues on Zoom each
Monday at 12 Noon. The Zoom link can be found on our
website. All are welcome to join the conversa on!

I offer this prayer that we may consider praying
daily or regularly for the success of the synod. This
prayer is offered to us for the Synod and was prayed
every day at the Second Vatican Council when the Holy
Spirit brought a fresh wind and renewal for our Church.
Pope John XXIII, now a saint, opened the Second Vatican Council. His feast day was this past Monday, October 11. We ask for his intercession that this synod may
bring about renewal and change. Saint John the XXIII, as
we begin this synod, pray for us!

Fr. Andy

Prayer for the Synod: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
Every session of the Second Vatican Council began with
the prayer Adsumus Sancte Spiritus, the first word of the
original Latin, meaning, “We stand before You, Holy
Spirit,” which has been historically used at Councils,
Synods and other Church gatherings for hundreds of
years, and is attributed to Saint Isidore of Seville (c. 560
- 4 April 636). As we embrace this Synodal Process, this
prayer invites the Holy Spirit to be at work in us so that
we may be a community and a people of grace. For the
Synodal journey from 2021 to 2023, we propose to the
following simplified version,[1] so that any group or
liturgical assembly can pray it more easily.
We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us,
make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go
and how we are to pursue it.
We are weak and sinful;
do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path
nor partiality influence our actions.
Let us find in You our unity
so that we may journey together to eternal life
and not stray from the way of truth
and what is right.
All this we ask of You,
who are at work in every place and time,
in the communion of the Father and the Son,
forever and ever.
Amen.

CongratulaƟons, Deacon Ray!
Two score and seven years ago, on October 18, 1974, our
very own A. Ray Shaw became a deacon. Congratula ons,
Deacon Ray, and thank you for sharing your gi s with us!

Our Common Journey and Our Common Home
A er months of dialogue between faith leaders and scien sts from all over the world, a joint appeal was issued
ahead of the 26th Climate Change Conference to be held
in Glasgow in a few weeks’ me (Oct 31 – Nov 12, 2021).
The event may well be the world’s last best chance to
get runaway climate change under control. The appeal
expresses a common moral duty to tackle climate
change; it is an ethics of the Common Good emerging
out of interdependence and co-responsibility. This is a
me of grace, an opportunity that we cannot waste.
Pope Francis reminds us that we are on a journey together and that each one is called to ac vely par cipate
in healing wounded humanity and our pillaged planet.
The text of the ExecuƟve Summary of the Joint Appeal,
signed on behalf of all of us on the Feast of St Francis,
10.04.21, is copied below for our prayerful reflec on dur‐
ing the coming days.
“Today, a er months of dialogue between faith leaders
and scien sts, we come together united to raise aware‐
ness of the unprecedented challenges that threaten our
beau ful common home. Our faiths and spiritual es
teach a duty to care for the human family and for the en‐
vironment in which it lives. We are deeply interdepend‐
ent with each other and with the natural world. We are
not limitless masters of our planet and its resources. Mul‐
ple crises facing humanity are ul mately linked to a cri‐
sis of values, ethical and spiritual. We are caretakers of
the natural environment with the voca on to care for it
for future genera ons and the moral obliga on to coop‐
erate in the healing of the planet. We must address these
challenges using the knowledge of science and the wis‐
dom of religion. We must think long‐term for the sake of
the whole of humanity. Now is the me to take trans‐
forma ve ac on as a common response.
We need a framework of hope and courage. But we also
need to change the narra ve of development.
Climate change is a grave threat. We advocate for com‐
mon but diﬀeren ated climate ac on at all levels.
The world is called to achieve net‐zero carbon emissions
as soon as possible, with wealthier countries taking the
lead in reducing their own emissions and in financing
emission reduc ons from poorer na ons. All govern‐
ments must adopt a trajectory that will limit the global
average temperature rise to 1.5°C above pre‐industrial
levels. We beg those na ons with the greatest responsi‐
bility and present capacity to provide substan al financial
support to vulnerable countries and to agree new targets

2nd Friday Prayer Group
A list has begun for the 2nd Friday in November. Please
contact Judy (see below) at any me with names of indi‐
viduals for whom you would like our group to pray. Also,
if you would like to join our 2nd Friday Prayer Group,
please contact Judy: 301‐432‐2276, jslilga8@gmail.com.

to enable them to become climate resilient, and to adapt
to and to address climate change. The rights of Indige‐
nous Peoples and local communi es must be given spe‐
cial a en on.
We appeal to governments to raise their ambi on and
their interna onal coopera on to: favour a transi on to
clean energy; adopt sustainable land use prac ces; trans‐
form food systems to become environmentally‐friendly
and respec ul of local cultures; end hunger; and to pro‐
mote sustainable lifestyles and pa erns of consump on
and produc on. Full considera on must be given to the
eﬀects on the workforce of this transi on. We call upon
financial ins tu ons, banks and investors to adopt re‐
sponsible financing, and on civil society organisa ons and
everyone to face these challenges in a spirit of collabora‐
on.
For our part, we underline the importance of:
 deepening our eﬀorts to bring about a change of
heart among members of our tradi ons in the way
we relate to the Earth and to other people;
 encouraging our educa onal and cultural ins tu ons
to strengthen and priori se integral ecological educa‐
on;
 par cipa ng ac vely in the public discourse on envi‐
ronmental issues;
engaging our congrega ons and ins tu ons with
their neighbours to build sustainable, resilient
and just communi es;
 emphasising the importance of reducing carbon
emissions;
 encouraging our communi es to embrace sustaina‐
ble lifestyles;
 striving to align our financial investments with envi‐
ronmentally and socially responsible standards; and
 evalua ng the goods we purchase and the services
we hire with the same ethical lens.
Future generaƟons will never forgive us if we miss the
opportunity to protect our common home. We have inherited a garden: we must not leave a desert to our children. ScienƟsts have warned us that there might be only
one decade leŌ to restore the planet. We plead with the
internaƟonal community, gathered at COP26, to take
speedy, responsible and shared acƟon to safeguard, restore and heal our wounded humanity and the home
entrusted to our stewardship. We appeal to everyone to
join us on this common journey.”

Coats for Kids CollecƟon
The Knights of Columbus have begun their 5th annual
Coats for Kids drive to provide new coats to area school
children. Please make checks payable to the Knights of
Columbus with Coats for Kids as the memo. Place checks
in the oﬀertory basket or mail to the St Agnes oﬃce.
Ques ons? Contact Bob Rizzo (304‐676‐5687 or
riz22@comcast.net).

Give a Christmas GiŌ
That Transforms a Life
It’s never too early to start your Christmas shopping, es‐
pecially when you are also doing a good deed. Our parish‐
ioner, Regenia Carder, has made 50+ Christmas pothold‐
ers and is dona ng the proceeds of their sale to the
Kolofata (Cameroon) Educa on for Girls Project. You can
learn all about this project on our parish website: h ps://
stagnesshepherdstown.org/kolofata‐scholarship‐project/.
Each potholder will come with a brief descrip on of the
project. The potholders are $5.00 each. They would make
excellent hostess or teacher gi s, stocking stuﬀers and
more. Order forms are available on the website: h ps://
stagnesshepherdstown.org.
This Project was ini ated by now deceased parishioner
Joe Talago in 2017. Joe commi ed to educa ng 6 girls
from Kolofata – 2 at university and 4 in High School. Joe
asked that St. Agnes con nue the Project a er his death.
The 2 university students just graduated, and one has
started a Master’s program! We now have 5 girls in High
School and 14 in Middle School. All of this in the face of
ongoing threats from Boko Haram (Western Educa on is
Forbidden), an Islamist terrorist organiza on. We may
not be able to provide direct help to the women and girls
of Afghanistan but we can help these girls and young
women!
Please place your potholder order early – and help trans‐
form the lives of girls and young women half a world
away. What be er Christmas gi !

Ugly Sleeping Bag Ministry
Volunteers needed to help assemble and sew sleeping
bags for the homeless. We are a group of sewers and non
‐sewers that gather monthly on the fourth Friday of the
month at the parish center. The homeless that we serve
are from Jeﬀerson and Berkeley County. We give the
sleeping bags we make to Jeﬀerson County Community
Ministries (JCCM) and Immanuel’s House for distribu on
to the homeless. For more informa on or to join our
group contact Barbara Mueller at 304‐876‐3388 or
bamueller1@fron ernet.net.

Seeking Volunteer Tax Preparers
Looking for a volunteer opportunity? Consider preparing
tax returns for low‐income families in your communi‐
ty. Volunteer roles needed are intake scanners, tax pre‐
parers and reviewers. You’ll receive training to become
an IRS cer fied VITA\TCE volunteer star ng in November
and the tax season runs from February through mid
April. Op ons for both in person and remote volunteering
during day me, weekend and evening hours exist. Tax
sites are at Catholic Chari es, Jeﬀerson County Communi‐
ty Ministries, and St Agnes. Contact Kate Didden at kdid‐
den@mthtwv.org or call 304‐262‐1584.

St Agnes Racial JusƟce IniƟaƟve News
This past week many in our country celebrated Indige‐
nous Peoples' Day ‐ a fi ng reminder that the original
inhabitants enjoyed and cared for our land for many cen‐
turies before the Europeans arrived. They are now among
the marginalized people, as vic ms of racism, that Pope
Francis says we need to listen to in the synodal process
beginning locally this weekend.
Once again, we are sharing more of the candid, anony‐
mous responses from our parishioners to our Race Card
Project, whose goal is to get a be er understanding of
where our church is on this issue to help guide us to what
the Holy Spirit is asking of us today.
"Hate, Evil, Discrimina on, Ugly, White Supremacist"
"No racism in my heart"
"You must be carefully taught racism"
"Job selec on, welfare, drugs, alcohol"
"Acknowledge the past"
We are in the process of developing a way for our parish‐
ioners to respond to the responses that we post here.
The goal is to have a respec ul dialogue on the issue
which does aﬀect our Catholic Church as well as our be‐
loved country. Your input ma ers. Stay tuned.

Youth News
CFF instruc on con nues via ZOOM between the 8AM
and 10:30 AM Masses weekly (around 9AM). The Zoom
link is available in student packets and is posted on the
CFF Google Classroom. Please contact Bill at for‐
ma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org or call the oﬃce if
you s ll need to register for CFF or are having diﬃculty
accessing the CFF classroom link. If you haven’t picked up
your student materials for CFF they are available at the
church this weekend and at the parish center during the
week, during oﬃce hours. If you need to make alternate
arrangements for pick up , please contact the oﬃce.
October has many opportuni es for family and adult for‐
ma on. They are listed in the bulle n, the St. Agnes
Website, and Facebook pages. For addi onal informa on
contact Rodica at liturgy@stagnesshepherdstown.org or
aﬀ@stagneshepherdstown.org.
Finally, of high importance: We s ll need catechists, sub‐
s tutes, and assistants for our CFF program. Our goal is
to have at least two adults per classroom. That need has
not yet been met. We s ll need a second person for K‐1,
2 and 7th grades. Please consider stepping forward!
Training and resources are available. Please consider this
a way to volunteer by giving of your me and talent to
the youth of our parish. Is God calling you? Contact Bill
at forma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org or the oﬃce.
Please keep watching this sec on as well as the CFF/
Youth page for con nuing announcements regarding
Faith Forma on and fall youth ac vi es. If you are not
receiving CFF announcements and emails, please contact
the oﬃce at 304‐876‐6436 or Bill Donahue at for‐
ma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org.

Sacred Art in AcƟon

Pandemic Relief Fund

It Has Been Said
That we take some medium to express ourselves.
We create that we might come to a deeper meaning.
And understanding and have a li le more
of a handle on life.

Our parishioners have con nued to donate funds to help
those in need due to the pandemic. Please do not hesi‐
tate to call Fr. Andy (304‐876‐8086). Each situa on will
be held in complete confidence.

Homebound Ministry

Some of us are able to use words & language
To spin a tale or write a poem.
Some are able to use materials
Such as wood to carve, stone and clay to sculpt .
Pigments to paint
And film to capture life in movement and s llness.
Architecture and Aesthe cs amaze our visual senses.
On some level we become co‐creators in the process of life.
All this we do to bring expression to a belief,
A mystery, A contradic on
Or to bring forth a dream or hope of finding
God’s love in all that we do.

Confraternity of Saint Nicholas
The Confraternity of Saint Nicholas is a public associa on
of the faithful who, through prayer, fas ng, and good
works, are dedicated to the protec on of all children
from scandaliza on, abuse, and traﬃcking. Obliga ons
are to a end daily Mass on December 6 and May 9, to
say the Litany of St. Nicholas weekly, a brief daily prayer,
and skip one meal every Wednesday. Below you will find
the link to the statutes and required prayers of the Con‐
fraternity as well as the link to register online.
Statutes and Prayers
h ps://dwc.org/wp‐content/uploads/2021/09/Statutes‐
of‐the‐Confraternity‐of‐Saint‐Nicholas.pdf
Online Registra on
h ps://dwc.org/evangeliza on‐and‐catechesis/
confraternity‐of‐st‐nicholas/

If there are parishioners who have needs (groceries, rides
to doctors or pharmacies, etc, our HOMEBOUND MINISTRY is willing to help. Please call Claire Williamson (304‐
876‐1357), or Judy Lilga (301‐432‐2276).

Teaching OpportuniƟes
at St Joe’s School
Saint Joseph School is seeking a cer fied elementary
school teacher for first grade, as well as a prekindergarten
aide.
If you are interested in working in a rewarding, faith‐filled
environment as an aide, please email a résumé and cover
le er to Allison Ferrell at aferrell@sjswv.org. If you are
interested in the teaching posi on, please email a résumé
and cover le er to Principal Pat Blanc at
pblanc@sjswv.org.

AŌer School Care Worker Sought
Saint Joseph School needs someone to work in our a er‐
care program, 2:30 to 5:30pm Monday ‐ Friday. We are
seeking someone who is friendly, hardworking and loves
working with children. If interested, please email a résu‐
mé to Allison Ferrell, PK director, at aferrell@sjswv.org.

Parish Financial Activity
Collections - Last Week
Offertory Collections

$9,532

Monthly Mortgage Assistance

$2,950

Total

$12,482

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$11,500

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collections Compared to Target
Tithe to help those in need
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)



+$982
$953

The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston maintains an Oﬃce of Safe Environ‐
ment in accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the ProtecƟon of Children
and Young People. To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children:
The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston encourages repor ng to civil authori‐
es first and foremost if a crime has been commi ed. We also encourage
u lizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in
the U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual
misconduct, please contact civil authori es in the applicable jurisdic on and
visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authori es: Contact
your local law enforcement; numbers will vary based on your loca on. If you
believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confiden ally report
any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse,
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protec ve
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to
Diocesan Authori es: In addi on to civil authori es, the diocese encourages
repor ng to the appropriate church authori es. To report suspected cases
of sexual abuse of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling‐
Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop,
ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 270. You may also call
the Diocese’s Oﬃce of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. In addi on to the
methods listed above for repor ng sexual abuse, the Diocese also has
partnered with Navex Global to oﬀer the EthicsPoint pla orm to report
other, addi onal concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and
personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the
Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in West Virginia. The EthicsPoint
pla orm can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then
“Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third‐party
repor ng system that reports to civil authori es where applicable and
Diocesan authori es, and the iden ty of the person repor ng is protected.

