S a i n t

A g n e s

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others. We
rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments. We welcome the
opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.
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P.O. Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443
Telephone 304‐876‐6436
Oﬃce@StAgnesShepherdstown.org
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St. Agnes Chapel
204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Sunday Readings
Jeremiah 31:7‐9
Psalm 126:1‐2a, 2b‐3, 4‐5, 6
Hebrews 5:1‐6
Mark 10:46‐52
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Mass
Saturday, 5:30pm
Sunday, 8am
Sunday, 10:30am
Bishop Brennan asks that masks be worn at Mass by all
those in a endance other than young children under
the age of 2.
Weekday Masses
Wednesday, 12noon
Reconcilia on: Saturday 4:30‐5pm
Parish Oﬃce: Monday–Friday 9am‐4pm
Cash Card Sales: Weekdays during oﬃce hours
(please call first)

All Saints & All Souls Day Masses
On All Saints Day, Monday, November 1, 2021, the Litur‐
gy will be celebrated at 12noon and again at 7pm. Our All
Souls Day Mass will be held on Tuesday, November 2,
2021, at 12noon at our Roman Burial Ground.

RCIA
There's a wondrous world of life
and love awai ng you...and people
here in the parish eager to intro‐
duce you to it! Interested in finding
out about life in Christ, lived as a
Catholic, without any obliga‐
on? There are several ways we
can connect: through Fr. Andy, on
the parish website or by calling the
parish oﬃce. If you’re curious, just
take that first step!

A Request From Shepherdstown Shares
Originally opened during the ini al outbreak of Covid ‐19
to aid local workers who’d lost their jobs, the Shepherd‐
stown Shares Food Pantry discovered a major unmet
need in our area. It now serves about 30 households per
week. With the holidays approaching, a generous Shep‐
herdstown donor has volunteered to provide boxes with
food Items for a Christmas dinner for 10 households. But
there are many more households in need. If any of you
would like to sponsor one or more households or make a
dona on toward a box, you may do so by sending a check
for $35 per box, or any dona on amount to Shepherd‐
stown Shares, P.O. Box 1780, Shepherdstown, WV 25443.
Write “Christmas Box” in the memo line. You can also use
the Paypal op on on the Shepherdstown Shares website.
Holiday meals will be distributed on December 23rd.

Mass IntenƟons
Saturday, 5:30pm Mass for
John Davis
Sunday, 10:30am Mass for
Cecilia Baker
May John and Cecilia share in the fulness
of God’s mercy and peace.
In your kindness, please pray for Gabriel Anthony
Hodziewich who recently died. May Gabriel share in
the fulness of God’s love and peace.

Remember in Prayer
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill especially
Robert Sliger, Do y Piccolomini, Craig Romano, Alexis
Anzmann, Margaret Roche, Kathy Moro , Tom Ruhf,
Yvonne Sco (daughter of Doris & Jim Ke erman), Finn
Kwiatkowski, and Myles Harris. Names are placed in the
bulle n for approximately one month and then those
names are placed on the 2nd Friday prayer list and are
remembered in prayer each month.

2nd Friday Prayer Group
A list has begun for the 2nd Friday in November. Please
contact Judy (see below) at any me with names of indi‐
viduals for whom you would like our group to pray. Also,
if you would like to join our 2nd Friday Prayer Group,
please contact Judy: 301‐432‐2276, jslilga8@gmail.com.

SVFD Apple BuƩer FesƟval
The Shepherdstown Volunteer Fire Department will be
having its annual Apple Bu er Fes val with Arts & Cra s
on Saturday, October 30th at the fire department located
on Mar nsburg Pike (Route 45), just west of Shepherd‐
stown. This ac vity is a major fundraising event for our
organiza on. The fire department invites the community
to join us in the fun of an old tradi on of making apple
bu er. We need volunteers to help on Monday, October
25th with preparing the apples. We will do the day and
evening on Monday. Then on Saturday, October 30th,
star ng at 5am we will need addi onal help firing the
ke les and s rring apples all day. Any help given us dur‐
ing the week and/or Saturday will be greatly appreciated
by our members. There will be lots of fun, not all work, so
come and join us in your spare me for a worthwhile
community cause. For addi onal informa on, please call
Doug Pi nger (304‐876‐6038) or Denny Barron (304‐876‐
6686).

Youth News

Dear Parishioners,
The Christian of the twenty-first century, probably more than ever, needs to learn that we need to
pray with our eyes wide open and our feet moving in
the right direction. The reading from Jeremiah has this
sense of sight or vision that the people of God are being
led back to Jerusalem for a time of consolation and
healing. There is an energy that is toxic and that can
lead us towards blindness, and there is an energy that is
good and can lead us towards healing and wholeness. I
recently read an example of this. The 1965 march towards Selma to Montgomery helped move our nation
towards civil rights. This energy is different than the
1922 March on Rome that led to Italian fascism. I believe, if we keep our eyes open, we can think of examples of these two types of movements’ energy towards
violence and destruction and also energy towards love
and healing for our society. Martin Luther King once
said that an eye for eye leaves everyone blind. We as a
faith community are called to get caught up in working
for justice and healing in our world. We must reflect
upon what motivates us and whether those motivations
are based upon love or are we being blinded by our own
selfishness, greed, and violence. This tends to enter us
very subtly, and oftentimes I think all of us can be unaware of our own blindness. This is where, as a community, we can gently help each other see and broaden our
vision.
Today’s gospel shows us that blindness is not the
problem. I remember meeting a woman early on in my
priesthood that was blind and yet she seemed to be able
to see better than I could because she was motivated by
service and love. I would often be amazed at her willingness to crochet for others and her sense of awe and
wonder as she would be inquisitive about what she was
learning through braille. This is the difference between
the disciples last week who were motivated by what is in
it for me and their own ambition and Blind Bartimaeus
who only desired to be able to see. This is Jesus’ last
miracle in the Gospel of Mark before his crucifixion in
Jerusalem, and Bartimaeus, unlike others, seems to be
able to see more clearly and followed Jesus with a more
pure heart. As we reflect on our journey of faith, may
we learn off of the Bartimaeus’ of the world, admitting
where we are blind and allowing the Lord to help us see.

Fr. Andy

Scripture Sharing with Fr Andy
Scripture Sharing with Fr Andy con nues on Zoom each
Monday at 12 Noon. The Zoom link can be found on our
website. All are welcome to join the conversa on!

CFF instruc on will occur this week (Oct. 24) via ZOOM
between the 8AM and 10:30 AM Masses (around 9 AM).
The Zoom link is s ll good and is available in student
packets and is posted on the CFF Google Classroom.
Please contact Bill at for‐
ma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org or call the oﬃce if
you s ll need to register for CFF or are having diﬃculty
accessing the CFF classroom link or Zoom sessions. If you
haven’t picked up your student materials for CFF they are
available to be picked up at the church a er each Mass at
the parish center during the week, during oﬃce hours.
Beginning October 31st, CFF classes will begin mee ng in
the parish center at 9:15am. A concurrent Zoom op on is
available through the CFF Zoom link.
We will also be having a series of adult forma on classes
at the parish center at 9:15am beginning October 31 for
the parents of children who will be receiving First Recon‐
cilia on in December. This is also open to parents whose
children received First Reconcilia on last year.
The Confirmandi and youth group will be preparing the
homeless meal this Sunday a er the 10:30 Mass.
The Youth group will be doing a Sta ons of the Cross trail
“clean up” on Saturday, Nov. 6th. Contact Joe Yates at Jo‐
eyates47@gmail.com if you are interested in par ci‐
pa ng.
Finally, we s ll need catechists, subs tutes, and assis‐
tants for our CFF program. We s ll have a few posi ons
that need filled; our goal is to have at least two adults per
classroom. We s ll need a second person for K‐1, 2 and
7th grades. Please consider stepping forward! Training and
resources are available to help you. Please consider this a
way to volunteer by giving of your me and talent to the
youth of our parish. Is God calling you? Contact Bill at
forma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org or the oﬃce.
Please keep watching this sec on as well as the CFF/
Youth page for con nuing announcements regarding
Faith Forma on and fall youth ac vi es. If you are not
receiving CFF announcements and emails, please contact
the parish center at 304‐876‐6436 or Bill Donahue at for‐
ma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org.

Book Discussion Group
Our November 19 Book Discussion selec on is The Devil
You Know: A Black Power Manifesto by Charles M. Blow.
A quote from the author:
“Race, as we have come to understand it, is a ficƟon; but,
racism, as we have come to live it, is a fact. The point
here is not to impose a new racial hierarchy, but to remove an exisƟng one. AŌer centuries of waiƟng for white
majoriƟes to overturn white supremacy, it seems to me
that it has fallen to Black people to do it themselves.”
Please join us for a challenging discussion.

The Month of November
The month of November is a me given over, in Catholic tradi on, to remembrance of those who have died. Beginning
with the Feast of All Saints on November 1st, followed by the Feast of All Souls on November 2nd, we mark this me
liturgically through celebra on and commemora on. The heart of these feasts, like the heart of all celebra ons in the
Church, is centered on the life, death and resurrec on of Christ, a mystery in which we share through our bap sm.
The Feast of All Saints:
This feast finds its start historically in 7th century Rome when Pope Gregory III dedicated a chapel to Christ, Mary, the
Apostles, Martyrs and Confessors, a dedica on that occurred on Nov 1. This theme and the date associated with it,
spread as a feast throughout Europe during the Middle Ages and helped to establish November as a special me to
reflect on the Communion of Saints.
We are one Church that includes those who have gone before, those here now and those who are yet to come. All me
is one in God. This feast celebrates the communion of saints whose way of life is an example for us to follow and a re‐
minder of the commitment we made in our bap sm to live the life of Christ. We seek to follow the example they set
and as we are all one communion in Christ, we ask their help and intercession in our own lives.
The Feast of All Souls:
This feast, celebrated on Nov 2nd, commemorates those who have gone before us, and it is in mately linked to the
Feast of All Saints that precedes it. The roots of this feast are found in the early Chris an customs surrounding those
who had died. These early customs included the celebra on of the anniversary of death with a Eucharis c liturgy. The
key word here is “celebra on.” This is a joyful celebra on for the Chris an understanding of death is seen through the
lens of Jesus’ death and resurrec on! Our celebra on is hope‐filled for our hope as we share in a death like Christ, we
will share in a resurrec on like Christ. Death is not the end and this feast marks our faith in this hope‐filled future.
The Objects That Mark the Month
During the month of November we mark this focus on hope in the life to come in a number of ways. First, the Book of
the Dead is placed at the bap smal font. We are all invited to write the names of family and friends who have died in
this book. As a community we then remember and pray for the faithful departed in a special way every Sunday by
reading their names during the intercessions.
Second, not only is the Book of the Dead placed at the font but the community is invited to place pictures and memen‐
tos of deceased family and friends at the font. We are one community of the living and the dead, and by seeing their
faces and sharing in their memory that community is made all the stronger. You are invited to bring photos and me‐
mentos to leave beside the font throughout the month of November.
Third, our focus is on the font! This is where the Book of the Dead is placed. This is where we put pictures and memen‐
tos of the deceased. The font is a place of life and death. In its waters we die to our old selves and rise to a new life in
Christ. We come to the font to mark new life in Christ by bap zing both infants and adults in its waters. We also come
to the font to mark the end of life or the transi on from one life to the next. During our funeral rites we receive the
body of the deceased at the font. We spread a white cloth (a pall) over the casket as a reminder of the white garment
given to us at our bap sm. Through its waters we enter into the communion of the Body of Christ, past, present and
future. Here we share in Christ’s death and resurrec on, here we share in our hope for a future with Christ and the
Saints. The same water we bless ourselves with every Sunday reminds us of the meanings of our bap sm, is the same
water sprinkled over a casket, is the same water beside which we share the names of our dead.

Seeking Volunteer Tax Preparers

Ugly Sleeping Bag Ministry

Looking for a volunteer opportunity? Consider preparing
tax returns for low‐income families in your communi‐
ty. Volunteer roles needed are intake scanners, tax pre‐
parers and reviewers. You’ll receive training to become
an IRS cer fied VITA\TCE volunteer star ng in November
and the tax season runs from February through mid
April. Op ons for both in person and remote volunteering
during day me, weekend and evening hours exist. Tax
sites are at Catholic Chari es, Jeﬀerson County Communi‐
ty Ministries, and St Agnes. Contact Kate Didden at kdid‐
den@mthtwv.org or call 304‐262‐1584.

Volunteers needed to help assemble and sew sleeping
bags for the homeless. We are a group of sewers and non
‐sewers that gather monthly on the fourth Friday of the
month at the parish center. The homeless that we serve
are from Jeﬀerson and Berkeley County. We give the
sleeping bags we make to Jeﬀerson County Community
Ministries (JCCM) and Immanuel’s House for distribu on
to the homeless. For more informa on or to join our
group contact Barbara Mueller at 304‐876‐3388 or
bamueller1@fron ernet.net.

Catholic Corner
Community, Par cipa on, Mission
Called into Synod
How are we to respond to the call of the Synod? The first step is to look at the primary ques on we are being
asked to consider:
A synodal Church, in announcing the Gospel, “journeys together.” How is this “journeying together” happening today in your local Church? What steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in our “journeying
together”?
Perhaps the first thing we need to do as a parish is unpack this ques on. What does it mean to “journey to‐
gether?” This ques on encompasses community, par cipa on and mission. If we ask ourselves about the
meaning of “journey together” we are asking about who we are as community, how we carry out our ac ons
as the People of God and what this means for our mission in the world. The challenge this Synod lays before
us is that we are to listen to one another and discern the voice of the Holy Spirit as we answer this ques on.
By so doing we will be guided in our recommenda ons for how we might more fully “journey together” going
forward!
OK, that’s all well and good, but what is this going to look like? Well, there isn’t one answer to that ques on.
This will happen in many ways. In small groups and large, around family dinner tables, or in many and varied
formats that Pastoral Council and those who will lead this process are now structuring. We will gather and
recall our experiences as Church, as community and when we look in‐depth at our experiences we need to
ask ourselves and one another the following ques ons:


As community what joys have our experiences brought us? (a er all, we are the hope‐filled People of
God!)
 What diﬃcul es or obstacles have we encountered as the community of the Church?
 What hurts or wounds have been revealed?
 What insights have we discovered?
Then we need to listen for the voice of the Spirit as we discuss these ques ons and listen to our answers. We
need to discern from our conversa ons and listening, from being gathered as community did the voice or the
presence of the Holy Spirit resound? What is the Spirit asking of us? Of the many points our conversa ons
will raise what are the ones that the Spirit is confirming for us, what prospects are there for change, what
steps are we being called to take? Where in all this do we find a consensus? What paths are opening up for
our local Church? All these ques ons are asked and answered through deep listening and with concern for
the presence of the Spirit in our midst.
Listening is the first step in this process. We are called to listen to one another and the Spirit with an open
mind and heart, without prejudice. How is God speaking to us through voices we some mes ignore? Through
the laity? Through women? Through young people? What helps us listen? What prevents us from our listen‐
ing? How well do we listen to those on the periphery? How well do we listen to those with diﬀerent views
from our own? How well do we listen to the voice of minori es, especially those who experience poverty,
marginaliza on or social exclusion?
Certainly, this is not a comprehensive explana on of the process. That will come shortly. But it does gives you
a sense of the kinds of ques ons we are being asked to consider. And our work begins with these ques ons
and the process of discerning the voice of the Holy Spirit in our midst. In listening to one another, in hearing
that voice, in contribu ng our responses to those of the larger Church, we par cipate in a process that can
change the Church and help us par cipate and help us more deeply carry out our mission in the world.

Give a Christmas GiŌ
That Transforms a Life

St Agnes Racial JusƟce IniƟaƟve News

It’s never too early to start your Christmas shopping, es‐
pecially when you are also doing a good deed. Our parish‐
ioner, Regenia Carder, has made 50+ Christmas pothold‐
ers and is dona ng the proceeds of their sale to the
Kolofata (Cameroon) Educa on for Girls Project. You can
learn all about this project on our parish website: h ps://
stagnesshepherdstown.org/kolofata‐scholarship‐project/.
Each potholder will come with a brief descrip on of the
project. The potholders are $5.00 each. They would make
excellent hostess or teacher gi s, stocking stuﬀers and
more. Order forms are available on the website: h ps://
stagnesshepherdstown.org.
This Project was ini ated by now deceased parishioner
Joe Talago in 2017. Joe commi ed to educa ng 6 girls
from Kolofata – 2 at university and 4 in High School. Joe
asked that St. Agnes con nue the Project a er his death.
The 2 university students just graduated, and one has
started a Master’s program! We now have 5 girls in High
School and 14 in Middle School. All of this in the face of
ongoing threats from Boko Haram (Western Educa on is
Forbidden), an Islamist terrorist organiza on. We may
not be able to provide direct help to the women and girls
of Afghanistan but we can help these girls and young
women!
Please place your potholder order early – and help trans‐
form the lives of girls and young women half a world
away. What be er Christmas gi !

As we have the last few weeks, we are con nuing to
share here more of the candid, anonymous responses
from parishioners to Our Race Card Project, whose goal is
to get a be er understanding of where our church and
parish community is on this issue, to assist in guiding us to
what ac on the Holy Spirit is calling us to do in our mes.
"Only one race, the human race"
"Racism is so American that an ‐racism appears an ‐
American"
"Poli cs, manipula on, imposing guilt"
"Prejudice, white privilege, repara on, structural injus‐
ce"
"I don't accept this le ist no on!"
We are planning to facilitate a larger discussion on the
topic of racial jus ce as well as to provide informa on/
reading materials to be made available to our parishion‐
ers. A list of tles per nent to the subject is being devel‐
oped by the Racial Jus ce group as is also a small lending
library to be easily accessible by parishioners.
Also this coming week, at the Robert Byrd Center on the
Shepherd campus (and on Zoom), there will be a presen‐
ta on by Jelani Cobb on his 2021 book, The Essen al
Kerner Commission Report, about the current relevance
of this famous 1968 report. The presenta on begins at
7:00pm this coming Wednesday, October 27th. Check the
Byrd Center online page for further details. There is a sup‐
ply of this tle at the Four Seasons Book Store in Shep‐
herdstown.

Coats for Kids CollecƟon
The Knights have begun their 5th annual Coats for Kids
drive to provide new coats to area school children. Please
make checks payable to the Knights of Columbus with
Coats for Kids as the memo. Place checks in the oﬀertory
basket or mail to St Agnes. Ques ons? Contact Bob Rizzo
(304‐676‐5687 or riz22@comcast.net).

Cash Cards SƟll Make Cents!
We con nue to sell cash cards in the oﬃce. Please call
ahead to make sure we have what you need in stock.

Parish Financial Activity
Collections - Last Week
Offertory Collections

$5,381
$700

Monthly Mortgage Assistance
Total

$6,081

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$11,500

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collections Compared to Target
Tithe to help those in need
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)



-$5,419
$538

The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston maintains an Oﬃce of Safe Environ‐
ment in accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the ProtecƟon of Children
and Young People. To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children:
The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston encourages repor ng to civil authori‐
es first and foremost if a crime has been commi ed. We also encourage
u lizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in
the U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual
misconduct, please contact civil authori es in the applicable jurisdic on and
visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authori es: Contact
your local law enforcement; numbers will vary based on your loca on. If you
believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confiden ally report
any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse,
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protec ve
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to
Diocesan Authori es: In addi on to civil authori es, the diocese encourages
repor ng to the appropriate church authori es. To report suspected cases
of sexual abuse of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling‐
Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop,
ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 270. You may also call
the Diocese’s Oﬃce of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. In addi on to the
methods listed above for repor ng sexual abuse, the Diocese also has
partnered with Navex Global to oﬀer the EthicsPoint pla orm to report
other, addi onal concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and
personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the
Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in West Virginia. The EthicsPoint
pla orm can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then
“Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third‐party
repor ng system that reports to civil authori es where applicable and
Diocesan authori es, and the iden ty of the person repor ng is protected.

St Leo’s CraŌ Fair

St John’s Catholic Prep Open House

St. Leo’s annual Cra Fair will be held on the weekend of
November 20th/21st, from 10:00am to 2:00pm both
days. Please note: there are NO vendor spaces available.
This is an indoor event. There are over 40 cra ers and
vendors selling their wares as well as breakfast and lunch
items available from our kitchen. Come shop ll you drop!

You are invited to a end an open house at Saint John’s
Catholic Prep located in historic Buckeystown, MD on
Sunday, November 7th from 1:00 PM ‐ 3:00 PM. The open
house is a wonderful way for prospec ve students and
their families to experience the school’s community,
meet students, faculty, and staﬀ and learn more about a
faith‐based, college prep educa on. There will be tours of
the campus as well as informa on about financial assis‐
tance. Saint John’s is a Catholic, coeduca onal, college
preparatory high school located at 3989 Buckeystown
Pike in Buckeystown, Maryland. Prospec ve families can
register at h ps://www.saintjohnsprep.org/admissions/
visit.
For more informa on about admissions or the open
house, please call the school at 301‐662‐4210 or e‐mail
mjames@saintjohnsprep.org.

Bingo at St Leo’s
Please join us on Tuesday evenings for Bingo at St. Leo!
Doors open at 5:00pm; early bird games start at 6:30pm.
Cost to play bingo is $28. We also have door prizes, p
jar games, and food for sale from our kitchen. For more
informa on, please check out our website,
www.stleo.com, our Facebook page, or contact the par‐
ish oﬃce at 304‐229‐8945.

Pandemic Relief Fund
Our parishioners have con nued to donate funds to help
those in need due to the pandemic. Please do not hesi‐
tate to call Fr. Andy (304‐876‐8086). Each situa on will
be held in complete confidence.

Homebound Ministry
If there are parishioners who have needs (groceries, rides
to doctors or pharmacies, etc, our HOMEBOUND MINISTRY is willing to help. Please call Claire Williamson (304‐
876‐1357), or Judy Lilga (301‐432‐2276).

