S a i n t

A g n e s

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others. We
rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments. We welcome the
opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.
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St. Agnes Chapel
204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Sunday Readings
Genesis 2:7ab, 15, 18‐24
Psalm 128:1‐2, 3, 4‐5
Hebrews 2:9‐11
Mark 10:2‐16
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Mass
Saturday, 5:30pm
Sunday, 8am
Sunday, 10:30am
Bishop Brennan asks that masks be worn at Mass by all
those in a endance other than young children under
the age of 2.
Weekday Masses
Wednesday, 12noon
Reconcilia on: Saturday 4:30‐5pm
Parish Oﬃce: Monday–Friday 9am‐4pm
Cash Card Sales: Weekdays during oﬃce hours
(please call first)

Blessing of the Animals
Today, Sunday, October 3, at 2pm, we will have our Bless‐
ing of the Animals. Fr Andy will be in front of the church
to bless our beloved pets!

RCIA
There's a wondrous world of
life and love awai ng you…
and people here in the par‐
ish eager to introduce you to
it! Interested in finding out
about life in Christ, lived as a
Catholic, without any obliga‐
on? There are several ways we can connect: through Fr.
Andy, on the parish website or by calling the parish oﬃce.
If you’re curious, just take that first step!

St. Agnes Perpetual
Mass Memorial

On the first Sunday of each month Mass will be
celebrated for all of our family members, loved
ones, and friends enrolled in the St. Agnes Perpetual
Mass Memorial. Newly enrolled this month:
Joan Keller
by Judy Lilga
and Dolores Moriarty

Mitchell B. Gervickas
by Sue & Joe Bosco
and Eileen Dooley & Denis Woods

Terry Smith
by Marie Snowden

James Eugene Lewis

by Joe & Mary Valentine

Book Discussion on the Best Book Ever!
If you have wondered: Where does science fit into the
way we read the Bible? Why are there four Gospels?
Who collected the books of the Bible and organized
it? How do Catholics read and interpret scripture? then
this course is for you!!! Scripture is an essen al part of
our faith.
Join fellow parishioners for the 4 week short course
How Catholics Read the Bible. We will be mee ng for 90
minutes a week on Zoom to discuss and explore these
ques ons and much more!
We will meet on Wednesday evenings from 7‐8:30 pm on
October 6, 13, and 27, and November 3. You will only
need a Catholic Bible (The Catholic Study Bible is a great
one to have on hand) and a copy of How Do Catholics
Read the Bible by Daniel Harrington. Both of these books
are available second hand on Amazon. The course will be
taught by Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu.
Visit h ps://stagnesshepherdstown.org/how‐catholics‐
read‐the‐bible/ to register or for more informa on.

In your kindness, please pray for Anna M. Carl, grandmother of Beth Wagner, who recently died. May Anna
share in the fulness of God’s love and peace.

Remember in Prayer
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill especially Craig
Romano, Alexis Anzmann, Margaret Roche, Kathy Moro ,
Tom Ruhf, Yvonne Sco (daughter of Doris & Jim Ke er‐
man), Asher Morris (great nephew of Donna Eby), Finn
Kwiatkowski, Myles Harris, Pat Larsen, Adelyne Nikole
Kistner (granddaughter of Bill & Carol Hamilla), Rosario
Tan, Jeﬀ Null, Ilona Sengers (goddaughter of Jan Sengers),
Monica Canty (sister of Dolores Moriarty), and Mark
Switzer. Names are placed in the bulle n for approximate‐
ly one month and then those names are placed on the
2nd Friday prayer list and are remembered in prayer each
month.

Dear Parishioners,
I have an opportunity each week to have Bible
study on Mondays with a group of parishioners that
really, by listening to their experiences, help my preaching. We discussed how challenging these readings are to
preach on this weekend. The readings point out not only the gift of marriage but also bring up for people the
painful reality of divorce. Most of us have been touched
by divorce in our lives in some way, either our families
or our friends. I think it is important to remember while
the readings affirm marriage that our God is compassionate toward those who know the reality of divorce. I
would suggest the readings call us to go deeper, to dive
beyond the surface.
The reading from Genesis reminds us that human relationships are a mystery. The story is not meant
to be taken literally but shows our desire to understand
our origin, and this is sometimes reflected through poetry, story, and myth. This story is meant to convey a
larger point. Carl Jung once said that the death of story
(myth) leads to the birth of fundamentalism. This story
was a in a sense a rebellious hymn; the Jews saw things
differently than other narratives we see at the time. For
example, the Babylonians believed that creation was a
result of gods fighting within the sky and that through
violence creation came about. The Jews show this radical idea that God does not create through violence but
through God’s word God spoke creation into being; it is
an act of love. We see that, when God created human
beings, God breathed the very life of God into creation.
I often tell people that God is as close to us as the
breath we breathe. This breath is truly the presence of
life or the presence of God within us. I would suggest
that, starting with the first reading, the readings today
call us to humility. Humility comes from the word humus which reminds us that we are of the earth. Perhaps
the best definition of humility is having our feet firmly
grounded, understanding that our humanity is a gift
and we recognize that everything is a gift. Humility also
is accepting our human limitations, and maybe the
greatest journey of love is to come to self acceptance. It
is this that allows us to love others. The reading points
out the gift of relationships, that we are called to live in
relationship with one another. We are all made of the
same stuff, and perhaps violence and hate in the world is
because we cannot see our deep interconnections.
The reading from Hebrews shows us the humility of God, that God chose to become human and Jesus
truly became our brother who understands deeply both
the joys and sorrows of the mystery of being human.
We hear that Jesus knows the reality of death and
heartbreak and that he loves us as a brother through it.

The goal of Christianity, as we grow more deeply in our
relationship with our brother, Jesus, is that we begin to
see others as not apart from us but truly as our brothers
and sisters. We could go further, as St Francis of Assisi
taught, to see all of creation in a relational way. Francis
understood when he would call brother Son and sister
moon that it is all a part of us. The beauty of creation is
really, in a sense, God’s first revelation to us of God’s
love.
In today’s Gospel I would suggest that both the
pharisees and the disciples are tending to take themselves too seriously. My friend and mentor, Father Larry
Cann, who had such a great sense of humor and went to
the Lord at age 90, used to emphasize that one of his
philosophies in life was to take everything seriously but
yourself. I believe this keeps us humble. One of the
dangers of religion is that we can become too rigid or
use it to place burdens on others. Perhaps Jesus places a
child in front of us to keep us grounded. This is one of
the great gifts of children. When we spend time with
them we become more lighthearted. Their dreams and
imaginations truly help us to get a better vision of the
Kingdom of God.
We need to understand the context of this gospel. Jesus is actually standing up for the vulnerable. This
was a patriarchal culture and, sadly, in Jesus’ day women
were not often viewed as equals. But Jesus emphasizes
their equality. The reality of divorce in Jesus’ day could
leave the women very vulnerable. In the story, they
seem to want to place blame on the women but not the
men. But Jesus sees them equally responsible. I would
suggest this reading challenges our church to look at
ways, in leadership and at the level of decision-making,
that God sees women as equals and even today our
structures, certainly our church and society, need to
change to see the gifts of women. I would also suggest
that marriage over the centuries has evolved and
changed and that the important thing is that it is a way
of living out discipleship and following Jesus. There have
always been reasons why divorce might be necessary. I
once heard a priest say that he never met anyone thinking about divorce on their wedding day. The gospels
show though a Jesus who meets us in love and compassion when this reality happens. I think this is a challenge
for us as a community, to both affirm and try to help
encourage marriages, and also, if the reality of divorce
happens, that it is a time that as a community we are
called to support people with compassion and love. I
love the line from Pope Francis that the Eucharist we
celebrate is not cookies for saints but medicine for sick
people.
Fr. Andy

Zoom Book Discussion

Liturgical Ministry Training

Is This All There Is? On Resurrec on and Eternal Life
by Gerhard Lohfink (available in paperback and ebook)
What is the Chris an hope for resurrec on? How are we
to understand it today? Gerhard Lohfink uses clear and
direct language, drawing on the scriptures to answer
ques ons of ul mate concern for all Chris ans. How do
the scriptures address what happens to us when we die?
What is the resurrec on? What do we hope for? What
are our expecta ons? Join fellow parishioners in a weekly
book discussion this Fall on Zoom, facilitated by Dr. Rodi‐
ca Stoicoiu on this fascina ng book. We will meet Tues‐
day evenings Oct 19, 26, Nov 2, 9, 16, from 7‐8 pm.
Visit h ps://stagnesshepherdstown.org/lenten‐book‐
discussion‐groups/ to register or for more informa on.

Have you ever considered serving the community
through liturgical ministry? This Fall the parish will be
oﬀering forma on in the ministries of Lector, Bread and
Cup, and Hospitality.
In order to gauge interest and arrange for a Covid safe
environment, we are asking those interested to preregis‐
ter.
What is involved in training for each ministry:
Lectors: 1 ini al group mee ng followed by individual
forma on sessions
Bread and Cup: 2 sessions (session 1 is a discussion of the
theology and history of the Eucharist and session 2 is a
short prac cal session)
Hospitality: 1 training session plus "on‐the‐job" training
These dates have been reserved for ini al mee ngs:
Saturday Oct 23rd 10am‐12 pm Hospitality
Saturday Nov 6th Lectors
Saturday Nov 13th Bread and Cup first session
If you have any ques ons, would like further informa on
or are interested in registering for any of the above,
please contact Rodica at litur‐
gy@stagnesshepherdstown.org or call the oﬃce at 304‐
876‐6436 to leave a message.

Youth News
We are oﬀering CFF instruc on via ZOOM between the
8AM and 10:30 AM Masses weekly (around 9 AM). The
Zoom link is s ll good and is available in student packets
and is posted on the CFF Google Classroom. Please con‐
tact Bill at forma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org or call
the parish center at 304‐876‐6436 if you s ll need to reg‐
ister for CFF or are having diﬃculty accessing the CFF
classroom link. If you haven’t picked up your student ma‐
terials for CFF they are available to be picked up at the
church a er each Mass this weekend as well as available
for pick up at the parish center during the week, during
oﬃce hours. If you need to make alternate arrangements
to pick up materials, please contact the parish oﬃce at
304‐876‐6436.
October has many opportuni es for family and adult for‐
ma on. They are listed in the bulle n, the St. Agnes Web‐
site, and Facebook pages.
St. Agnes Youth Garden con nues producing food for
Shepherdstown Shares and our fall crop is planted. Keep
watching the bulle n, the website, and Facebook for
youth ac vi es and garden updates.
Finally, of high importance: We s ll need catechists, sub‐
s tutes, and assistants for our CFF program. Our goal is to
have at least two adults per classroom. That need has not
been met yet. We s ll need a second person for K‐1, 2 and
7th grades. Please consider stepping forward and volun‐
teering by giving of your me and talent to our youth!
Training and resources are available to help you. Contact
Bill at forma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org or Beth at
304‐876‐6436. Thanks.
Please keep watching this sec on as well as the CFF/
Youth page for con nuing announcements regarding Faith
Forma on and fall youth ac vi es.
Our next Youth Centered Mass is scheduled for Sunday,
October 10, 2021 @ 5 PM.
If you are not receiving CFF announcements and emails,
please contact the parish center at 304‐876‐6436 or Bill
Donahue at forma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org.

New Virtual Course Oﬀering
The Diocese of Wheeling Charleston is sponsoring cours‐
es through the University of Dayton’s Virtual Learning
Community for Faith Forma on (VLCFF) program just for
folks in this diocese!! You can take these courses for cate‐
che cal cer fica on or as opportuni es for adult faith
forma on. Each course is five weeks long and follows a
hybrid model. That is, it combines online resources with a
once a week live (Zoom) lecture/discussion. The Diocese
will cover the cost of books and registra on. Our next
session will run from October 10th to Nov 13th with live
lectures on Thursdays either 1‐3 pm or 7‐9 pm. We will
be oﬀering: The Old Testament, and the facilitator will be
Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu.
The Old Testament: In this five‐week course students will
become familiar with the Old Testament, cul va ng a
deeper apprecia on of the scriptures and biblical study.
As part of our study we will examine how the geography
and history of the land of Israel aﬀected the Israelite
community and its history. It is important to understand
that the Old Testament is not a history book but a pro‐
found story of God's rela onship with God's chosen peo‐
ple and this will be an important part of our work. We
will come to understand the meaning and structure of
the Canon, the prophets, become familiar with the His‐
torical Books, and come to understand the factors that
caused the fall of Jerusalem and the Babylonian Exile.
To register for this course please contact Jeanne McKeets
at jmckeets@dwc.org.

St Vincent de Paul Virtual Walk/Run

St Agnes Racial Jus ce Ini a ve News

Our annual Friends of the Poor® Walk/Run has tradi on‐
ally been one of the many ways that the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul here at St. Agnes raises awareness of the
poverty and the desperate needs in our local community,
and we welcome dona ons to assist those aﬀected and
aﬄicted, especially in these mes of pandemic and
want. Our Walk/Run allows our parish community to join
others, across the country, to par cipate in a unique
event to raise awareness of the challenges faced by our
locals’ needs and to raise funds for use in SVdP’s direct
service to those individuals and families. On average,
SVdP gives back to the community more than 98% of the
funds we collect ‐‐ with our parish members having prior‐
ity for assistance.
To reduce the spread of COVID‐19, this year’s Friends of
the Poor® Walk/Run will take place virtually during the
week of October 9‐15, 2021. You can “par cipate” at
your own space and place, instead of with a large group
mee ng at Morgan Grove as in years past. You can
choose any date, me, loca on, and distance you please.
You can walk, run, bike, skate, or choose any mode of
transporta on you wish. We’re invi ng everyone to go at
least two miles, however, if you’re not feeling up it‐‐just a
short walk around the block will do the trick!
Next weekend (October 9/10) St. Agnes SVdP members
will be available a er all Mases to greet you. So, stop by
and pick up a free T‐Shirt (or two or 3 ‐‐ while supplies
last). If you wish to donate you can do so by cash or by
check, made payable to “SVdP St. Agnes;” or mail your
check to “SVdP St. Agnes, P.O Box 1603, Shepherdstown,
WV 25443.”
For addi onal informa on or to answer ques ons please
contact Mike Vojtasko, phone: 304‐876‐2963.

Harriet Tubman ‐ The Road to Freedom
Catherine Clinton, 2004
Recently, the St Agnes Book club met for the first me
since the Pandemic curtailed many of our church ac vi‐
es. Chosen as the first book of this year’s selec ons was
the Harriet Tubman book named above. Those present at
last Friday’s discussion highly endorse this Harriet Tub‐
man book, and the Racial Jus ce Commi ee would like to
encourage all parishioners to read this book. Underlying
all that Harriet Tubman did throughout her life was her
faith and her strong rela onship and reliance on God to
see her through each day. She would o en say this pray‐
er to God, “I’m going to hold steady on you, and you’ve
got to see me through” ‐ see her through, God did …
through illnesses, a severe head wound, and numerous
trips south as a conductor for the Underground Railroad
to free her enslaved black brothers and sisters, despite a
high bounty on her head; Harriet Tubman endured where
many would have given up. During the Civil War she
fought as a member of the Union Army, as a scout and
spy, and as a nurse a ending the Union wounded and
dying. A er the war, she was a leader in the Women’s
Suﬀrage Movement. This mul ‐faceted woman has much
to teach us! This book has also been chosen by Shepherd
University as its Common Read for the year. To support
this campus‐wide read, three events are going to be host‐
ed by the University to which the public is invited. We
encourage you to a end these events listed below:
October 14, 2021 @ 7pm via Zoom: “Jus ce Rising: Rob‐
ert Kennedy’s America in Black and White” with Patricia
Sullivan. Please register here to receive the Zoom link:
h ps://www.byrdcenter.org/jus ce‐rising.html.
October 27, 2021 @ 7pm via Zoom: “The Essen al Kerner
Commission Report” with Jelani Cobb. Please register
here to receive the Zoom link: h ps://
www.byrdcenter.org/jelani‐cobb.html.
November 9, 2021 @ 7pm at the Frank Center Theater:
“Harriet Tubman: The Road to Freedom.” A discussion
with the author, Catherine Clinton.

Ugly Sleeping Bag Ministry
Volunteers needed to help assemble and sew sleeping
bags for the homeless. We are a group of sewers and non
‐sewers that gather monthly on the fourth Friday of the
month at the parish center. The homeless that we serve
are from Jeﬀerson and Berkeley County. We give the
sleeping bags we make to Jeﬀerson County Community
Ministries (JCCM) and Immanuel’s House for distribu on
to the homeless. For more informa on or to join our
group contact Barbara Mueller at 304‐876‐3388 or
bamueller1@fron ernet.net.

Coats for Kids Collec on
The Knights of Columbus have begun their 5th annual
Coats for Kids drive to provide new coats to area school
children. Please make checks payable to the Knights of
Columbus with Coats for Kids as the memo. Place checks
in the oﬀertory basket or mail to the St Agnes oﬃce.
Ques ons? Contact Bob Rizzo (304‐676‐5687 or
riz22@comcast.net).

Flu Shot Clinic
St. Agnes parish nurses and Kris ne Kno , Owner/
PharmD from Shepherdstown Pharmacy will host a flu
shot clinic.
Place: St. Agnes Church, 200 South Duke Street
Clinic will be held under a tent on the lawn.
Date: Saturday, October 9, 2021
Time: 3:00pm to 5:00pm
*Children: 3‐17 years of age will need parental consent.
**You will need to bring your insurance card with you. If
you don’t have an insurance card the cost will be $30.00.
Masks are required. Social distancing must be observed.

Book Discussion Group

Seeking Volunteer Tax Preparers

The Book Discussion Group selec on for October 15 is a
novel by Alice McDermo , The Ninth Hour.

Scripture Sharing with Fr Andy
Scripture Sharing with Fr Andy con nues on Zoom each
Monday at 12 Noon. All are welcome to join the conver‐
sa on!

Pandemic Relief Fund
Our parishioners have con nued to donate funds to help
those in need due to the pandemic. Please do not hesi‐
tate to call Fr. Andy (304‐876‐8086). Each situa on will
be held in complete confidence.

Homebound Ministry
If there are parishioners who have needs (groceries, rides
to doctors or pharmacies, etc, our HOMEBOUND MINIS‐
TRY is willing to help. Please call Claire Williamson (304‐
876‐1357), or Judy Lilga (301‐432‐2276).

Looking for a volunteer opportunity? Consider preparing
tax returns for low‐income families in your communi‐
ty. Volunteer roles needed are intake scanners, tax pre‐
parers and reviewers. You’ll receive training to become
an IRS cer fied VITA\TCE volunteer star ng in November
and the tax season runs from February through mid
April. Op ons for both in person and remote volunteering
during day me, weekend and evening hours exist. Tax
sites are at Catholic Chari es, Jeﬀerson County Communi‐
ty Ministries, and St Agnes. Contact Kate Didden at kdid‐
den@mthtwv.org or call 304‐262‐1584.

2nd Friday Prayer Group
A list has begun for the 2nd Friday in October. Please
contact Judy (see below) at any me with names of indi‐
viduals for whom you would like our group to pray. Also,
if you would like to join our 2nd Friday Prayer Group,
please contact Judy: 301‐432‐2276, jslilga8@gmail.com.

Parish Financial Activity

Teaching Opportuni es
at St Joe’s School

Collections - Last Week
Offertory Collections

$6,938
$720

Monthly Mortgage Assistance
Total

$7,658

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$11,500

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collections Compared to Target



Tithe to help those in need

-$3,842
$694

(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)

Collections - Year-To-Date (thru September)
Offertory Collections

$354,948
$41,668

Monthly Mortgage Assistance
Total

$396,616

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$448,500

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collection Compared to Target
Tithe to help those in need
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)



-$51,884
$35,495

Saint Joseph School is seeking a cer fied ele‐
mentary school teacher for first grade, as
well as a prekindergarten aide.
If you are interested in working in a reward‐
ing, faith‐filled environment as an aide,
please email a résumé and cover le er to
Allison Ferrell at aferrell@sjswv.org. If you
are interested in the teaching posi on,
please email a résumé and cover le er to
Principal Pat Blanc at pblanc@sjswv.org.
The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston maintains an Oﬃce of Safe Environ‐
ment in accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the ProtecƟon of Children
and Young People. To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children:
The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston encourages repor ng to civil authori‐
es first and foremost if a crime has been commi ed. We also encourage
u lizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in
the U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual
misconduct, please contact civil authori es in the applicable jurisdic on and
visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authori es: Contact
your local law enforcement; numbers will vary based on your loca on. If you
believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confiden ally report
any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse,
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protec ve
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to
Diocesan Authori es: In addi on to civil authori es, the diocese encourages
repor ng to the appropriate church authori es. To report suspected cases
of sexual abuse of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling‐
Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop,
ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 270. You may also call
the Diocese’s Oﬃce of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. In addi on to the
methods listed above for repor ng sexual abuse, the Diocese also has
partnered with Navex Global to oﬀer the EthicsPoint pla orm to report
other, addi onal concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and
personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the
Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in West Virginia. The EthicsPoint
pla orm can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then
“Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third‐party
repor ng system that reports to civil authori es where applicable and
Diocesan authori es, and the iden ty of the person repor ng is protected.

