S a i n t

A g n e s

Synod on Synodality
Here is a question to
help us reflect on the
Synod:
Do you love this church?
Why?
Why not?

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others. We
rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments. We welcome the
opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.
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St. Agnes Chapel
204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Sunday Readings
Deuteronomy 6:2‐6
Psalm 18:1‐2, 3+6b, 46‐50ab
Hebrews 7:23‐28
Mark 12:28‐34
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Mass
Saturday, 5:30pm
Sunday, 8am
Sunday, 10:30am
Bishop Brennan asks that masks be worn at Mass by all
those in a endance other than young children under
the age of 2.
Weekday Masses
All Saints Day Masses Monday, 12n & 7pm
All Souls Day Mass, Tuesday, 12n Roman Burial Ground
No Wednesday Mass
Reconcilia on: Saturday 4:30‐5pm
Parish Oﬃce: Monday–Friday 9am‐4pm
Cash Card Sales: Weekdays during oﬃce hours
(please call first)

Potholder Sale
We will stop accep ng orders for potholders on Nov. 15,
or sooner, if the remaining potholders are ordered be‐
fore then. So please submit your order soon. All orders
will be filled by December 15. Following are the numbers
of potholders available in each pa ern:
#1 – Sold Out
#2 – 9 le
#3 – 4 le
#4 – 9 le
#5 – 4 le
#6 – Sold Out
#7 – Sold Out
#8 – 4 le
Thank you for your outstanding support for this project.
Regenia has promised to do this again next year. And
maybe others will oﬀer to contribute cra s for sale as
part of this fundraiser for the Kolofata Educa on for
Girls Fund. We’ll let you know how much we have raised
once sales are complete.

Coats for Kids CollecƟon
The Knights have begun their 5th annual Coats for Kids
drive to provide new coats to area school children. Please
make checks payable to the Knights of Columbus with
Coats for Kids as the memo. Place checks in the oﬀertory
basket or mail to St Agnes. Ques ons? Contact Bob Rizzo
(304‐676‐5687 or riz22@comcast.net).

In Need
We have temporarily lost one of our regular chefs‐‐yes
we do know where he is; but we are in need of a couple
of chefs to fill this vacancy. The opening is for the second
Wednesday of each month, or possibly every other
month. Contact Fanny Smith at frsmar p@gmail.com.

Mass IntenƟons
Saturday, 5:30pm Mass for the inten ons of
Janek Jankowski
Sunday, 8am Mass for
Terry Smith
May Janek and Terry share in the fulness
of God’s mercy and peace.

Remember in Prayer
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill especially Ray
Rizzo (brother of Bob Rizzo), Donna Eby, Robert Sliger,
Do y Piccolomini, Craig Romano, Alexis Anzmann, and
Kathy Moro . Names are placed in the bulle n for ap‐
proximately one month and then those names are placed
on the 2nd Friday prayer list and are remembered in pray‐
er each month.

2nd Friday Prayer Group
A list has begun for the 2nd Friday in November. Please
contact Judy (see below) at any me with names of indi‐
viduals for whom you would like our group to pray. Also,
if you would like to join our 2nd Friday Prayer Group,
please contact Judy: 301‐432‐2276, jslilga8@gmail.com.

All Saints & All Souls Day Masses
On All Saints Day, Monday, November 1, 2021, the Litur‐
gy will be celebrated at 12noon and again at 7pm. Our All
Souls Day Mass will be held on Tuesday, November 2,
2021, at 12noon at our Roman Burial Ground. During this
Mass we will prayerfully remember all those buried in
this cemetery that dates back to 1795 and all our loved
ones, family members, and friends. If the weather does
not cooperate, we will celebrate this All Souls Day Mass
at the Church. Maps to assist you in ge ng to the Roman
Burial Ground are available in the Narthex. Please note
there will be no Wednesday Mass this week.

November at St Agnes
This week we begin the month of November when we
prayerfully remember our faithful departed. You are wel‐
come to bring pictures of your loved ones and friends
and place them around the baptismal font. You are also
welcome to place the names of those who have died in
the past year into the Book of the Dead. Please do not
enter names a second time, if you placed a name in the
book in the past, it remains and will be included in our
prayers throughout this month. If you are uncertain
about whether a name is already in the book, please feel
free to contact Judy Lilga who can verify the information
for you (301‐432‐2276 or jslilga8@gmail.com).

Dear Parishioners,
As I reflected on the weekend readings, I was
drawn to a line by preacher and theologian, Walter
Burghardt, that the spiritual life is about learning to take
“A long loving look at the real.” We discussed in Bible
study this week that we can see some beautiful things in
our world, but also some really mean things. To love is
to become more sensitive to reality around us, as
Burghardt points out, and to lovingly look at it as God
does. How does God view reality? I think, if we look
specifically at the life of Jesus, it shows that what destroys life breaks God’s heart, but what brings forth life
God celebrates. We reflected in our Bible study this
week on some of the destructive forces such as division,
racism, and mean signs. To love in a real way is to allow
this to break our hearts, and, by grace, how do we respond in love. I learned an interesting insight this past
week about this beautiful Jewish prayer known as the
Shema, “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, The Lord
alone! Therefore, you shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength. Take to heart these words which I enjoin on
you today.” The Rabbi Sacks points out that actually
there is really no Hebrew word for obedience, that they
would have to create one for things like military service.
The Hebrew Scriptures really do not use this word, and
it does not translate well when we use this word in English, but the more appropriate words would be to listen.
The Jewish belief is we cannot see God but we experience God through listening to the word. If you put this
into the framework of the Hebrew Scriptures, we experience God through listening to the events of human his-

tory like the exodus, through the words of the prophets,
through creation itself, etc. I would suggest, that as we
prepare for synod, this is our call: to be a people on a
journey and to actively listen to hear the Lord.
This past week I had an experience of this when
parishioners Leonard and Helen Harris gave me a tour
of the Ramer School. This was a segregated school that
Leonard attended. As Leonard and Helen were sharing
about their experiences of racism and how they had
worked in the community to desegregate, I was in awe
because I was listening to truly living history. This
school had a black principal by the name Mr. Ramer.
What was inspiring is, with all the challenges of racism,
the gift of beautiful people and the things that they
worked through to accomplish. One example Leonard
told me was that if you were black and a veteran you
could not be buried in War Memorial Park. Leonard
shared with me how he worked to integrate that park.
There is so much history at Ramer School, and I learned
so much off of Helen and Leonard. Hopefully we all will
take an opportunity to make this visit. The visit for me
was a living experience of synodality because it was listening to Helen and Leonard’s journey and the struggle
of injustice, but the joy they shared of working for justice. I really feel that the more we pay attention and
listen to this living history it can help bring healing to
our country. God certainly would celebrate seeing that
reality.

Fr. Andy

RCIA

A Request From Shepherdstown Shares

Perhaps the light in this picture is
drawing you toward it? Perhaps
the cross intrigues you? Perhaps
you are just feeling a gentle tug to
find out more about Jesus and the
Catholic Church. If so, there's
a group of people ready to accom‐
pany you as you respond to
the Light...without pressure or obli‐
ga ons. There are several ways we
can connect: through Fr. Andy, on
the parish website or by calling the parish oﬃce. If you’re
curious, just take that first step!

Originally opened during the ini al outbreak of Covid ‐19
to aid local workers who’d lost their jobs, the Shepherd‐
stown Shares Food Pantry discovered a major unmet
need in our area. It now serves about 30 households per
week. With the holidays approaching, a generous Shep‐
herdstown donor has volunteered to provide boxes with
food Items for a Christmas dinner for 10 households. But
there are many more households in need. If any of you
would like to sponsor one or more households or make a
dona on toward a box, you may do so by sending a check
for $35 per box, or any dona on amount to Shepherd‐
stown Shares, P.O. Box 1780, Shepherdstown, WV 25443.
Write “Christmas Box” in the memo line. You can also use
the Paypal op on on the Shepherdstown Shares website.
Holiday meals will be distributed on December 23rd.

No Scripture Sharing This Week
We will not be having our Scripture Sharing with Fr Andy
this week since we will be having All Saints Day Mass on
Monday at noon.

Cash Cards SƟll Make Cents!
We con nue to sell cash cards in the oﬃce. Please call
ahead to make sure we have what you need in stock.

St Agnes Racial JusƟce IniƟaƟve News

Youth News

The Saint Agnes Racial Jus ce Group met again this past
Wednesday. We are working on several projects that we
hope will contribute to our reflec on on this important
topic for our Catholic Church's mission in the world. We
con nue to share in the bulle n more of the anonymous,
candid responses to our Race Card Project whose goal is
to understand where we are as a church and parish com‐
munity on this issue. This is our fi h week of sharing your
responses (nearly 4 of every 5 people present at the
three Sunday liturgies on September 12th par cipated).
Here are five more:
"Racism is devesta ng ‐ I choose an ‐racism"
"Black Lives Ma er"
"White liberals are the worst racists"
"We are not all treated equally"
"I want to believe in reincarna on!"
We will be sugges ng, here in the bulle n, per nent
books on the subject of Racial Jus ce. The first is, Racial
Jus ce and the Catholic Church, by Bryan N. Massingale,
a black Catholic priest and theologian. This book was read
by a parish book group that, having read it, prompted the
forma on of the Racial Jus ce Ini a ve. It is a revealing
and encouraging presenta on of the role of racism in our
American Catholic Church, what has been and what could
be, including some insigh ul reflec ons on what black
Chris an experience can teach us all. When our accessi‐
ble, parish racial jus ce lending library is up and running,
this book will be available.

CFF instruc on will occur a er the 8 AM Mass in the Parish Center this weekend. We will also be broadcas ng the
class via ZOOM. The Zoom link we have been using is s ll
good and is available in student packets and is posted on
the CFF Google Classroom. Students can a end either in
person or via Zoom as necessary. Please contact Bill at
forma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org or call the oﬃce
if you s ll need to register for CFF or are having diﬃculty
accessing the CFF classroom link or Zoom sessions. If you
haven’t picked up your student materials for CFF they are
available to be picked up at the church a er each Mass
this weekend as well as available for pick up at the parish
center during the week, during oﬃce hours. Students will
also be able to get the materials in class.
We will also be having a series of adult forma on classes
at the parish center at 9:15am beginning October 31 for
the parents of children who will be receiving First Recon‐
cilia on in December. The workshop is also open to par‐
ents whose children received First Reconcilia on last
year.
The Youth group will be doing a Sta ons of the Cross trail
“clean up” on Saturday, Nov. 6th. Contact Joe Yates at Jo‐
eyates47@gmail.com if you are interested in par ci‐
pa ng.
Youth Centered Mass will be Nov 14th at 5 PM. Please
mark you calendars. Also, there will be a Nature and Spir‐
ituality Workshop for Youth and families on Nov. 14th be‐
fore the Youth Mass. Consider adding that event to your
calendar as well.
Finally, we s ll need catechists, subs tutes, and assis‐
tants for our CFF program. We s ll have a few posi ons
that need filled; our goal is to have at least two adults per
classroom. We s ll need a second person for K‐1, 2 and
7th grades. Please consider stepping forward! Training and
resources are available to help you. Please consider this a
way to volunteer by giving of your me and talent to the
youth of our parish. Is God calling you? Contact Bill at
forma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org or the oﬃce.
Please keep watching this sec on as well as the CFF/
Youth page for con nuing announcements regarding
Faith Forma on and fall youth ac vi es. If you are not
receiving CFF announcements and emails, please contact
the parish center at 304‐876‐6436 or Bill Donahue at for‐
ma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org.

Book Discussion Group
Our November 19 Book Discussion selec on is The Devil
You Know: A Black Power Manifesto by Charles M. Blow.
A quote from the author:
“Black people in America should reverse the Great Migraon, and return to the states where they had been at or
near the majority a er the Civil War, and to the states
where they currently cons tute large percentages of the
popula on. In eﬀect, Black people could colonize and control the states they would have controlled if they had not
fled them.”
Please join us for a challenging discussion.

Ugly Sleeping Bag Ministry
Volunteers needed to help assemble and sew sleeping
bags for the homeless. We are a group of sewers and non
‐sewers that gather monthly on the fourth Friday of the
month at the parish center. The homeless that we serve
are from Jeﬀerson and Berkeley County. We give the
sleeping bags we make to Jeﬀerson County Community
Ministries (JCCM) and Immanuel’s House for distribu on
to the homeless. For more informa on or to join our
group contact Barbara Mueller at 304‐876‐3388 or
bamueller1@fron ernet.net.

Seeking Volunteer Tax Preparers
Looking for a volunteer opportunity? Consider preparing
tax returns for low‐income families in your communi‐
ty. Volunteer roles include intake scanners, tax preparers
and reviewers. Training starts in November. Tax season
runs February—mid‐April. Volunteering can be in person
or remote during day me, weekend or evening hours.
Sites are Catholic Chari es, JCCM, and St Agnes. Contact
Kate Didden at kdidden@mthtwv.org or 304‐262‐1584.

Survivor’s Retreat

Pandemic Relief Fund

Survivors of all forms of abuse across the Diocese of
Wheeling‐Charleston are invited to a end a special re‐
treat en tled, “The Way.”
The Way is 3‐day guided medita on and prayer program
for men and women cra ed around the Sta ons of the
Cross. It is an opportunity for healing and prayer and for
survivors to reflect on God’s plan for their lives through
prayer and sacraments. There will be opportuni es for
individual counseling and spiritual direc on. Sponsored
by the Archdiocese of Washington, the retreat is free of
charge and will be held November 19‐20, 2021, for men
and February 18‐20, 2022, for women. The loca on of
the retreat is not being publicized to protect the privacy
of survivors.
For more informa on on the retreat, visit h ps://
adw.org/the‐way‐retreat. To learn more and to register,
please contact Deborah McDonald at mcdon‐
aldd@adw.org or 301‐853‐4466.

Our parishioners have con nued to donate funds to help
those in need due to the pandemic. Please do not hesi‐
tate to call Fr. Andy (304‐876‐8086). Each situa on will
be held in complete confidence.

Priest Field Open House
Open House
Priest Field Pastoral Center
4030 Middleway Pike
Kearneysville, WV
Saturday, November 6 from 1 ‐ 4 PM
Priest Field is re‐opening on January 2022. Come cele‐
brate with us!
Many exci ng projects lie ahead, and Deacon Dave, Fr.
Grassi, and the Priest Field team will be giving a short talk
and answering ques ons at 2 PM.
Cookies and Joan+Joe Coﬀee will be served. Come enjoy
the beauty of the Center!

Homebound Ministry
If there are parishioners who have needs (groceries, rides
to doctors or pharmacies, etc, our HOMEBOUND MINISTRY is willing to help. Please call Claire Williamson (304‐
876‐1357), or Judy Lilga (301‐432‐2276).

JCCM Food Pantry Needs
Regular coﬀee (not instant)
Microwave meals
Canned chili with beans
Shelf Stable/powdered milk
Pancake mix
Syrup
Jelly
Applesauce
Rice/pasta sides
Boxed mashed potatoes
Flour
Powdered coﬀee creamer
Dish soap
Laundry detergent
Toothpaste
Deodorant
Shampoo/Condi oner
Body wash
Paper towels
Cat and dog food
Copy Paper

Parish Financial Activity
Collections - Last Week
Offertory Collections

$9,233
$642

Monthly Mortgage Assistance
Total

$9,875

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$11,500

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collections Compared to Target
Tithe to help those in need
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)



-$1,625
$923

The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston maintains an Oﬃce of Safe Environ‐
ment in accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protec on of Children
and Young People. To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children:
The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston encourages repor ng to civil authori‐
es first and foremost if a crime has been commi ed. We also encourage
u lizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in
the U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual
misconduct, please contact civil authori es in the applicable jurisdic on and
visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authori es: Contact
your local law enforcement; numbers will vary based on your loca on. If you
believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confiden ally report
any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse,
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protec ve
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to
Diocesan Authori es: In addi on to civil authori es, the diocese encourages
repor ng to the appropriate church authori es. To report suspected cases
of sexual abuse of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling‐
Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop,
ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 270. You may also call
the Diocese’s Oﬃce of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. In addi on to the
methods listed above for repor ng sexual abuse, the Diocese also has
partnered with Navex Global to oﬀer the EthicsPoint pla orm to report
other, addi onal concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and
personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the
Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in West Virginia. The EthicsPoint
pla orm can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then
“Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third‐party
repor ng system that reports to civil authori es where applicable and
Diocesan authori es, and the iden ty of the person repor ng is protected.

