S a i n t

A g n e s

“Therefore I tell you, the kingdom fo God will be taken away from you and given to a people that
produces the fruits of the kingdom.”
Matthew 21:43

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others. We
rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments. We welcome the
opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.
Pastoral Staff

St. Agnes Church

Pastor: Rev. Andrew M. Switzer
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. T. Mathew Rowgh
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Anthony Maciorowski
Coordinator of Faith Forma on: Brigi e Schmidt
Director of Music: Elaine Rendler‐McQueeney
Director of Liturgy: Rodica Stoicoiu
Parish Secretary: Beth Yates
Administra ve Assistant: Larry Halvey Goodwin
Accoun ng: Lizzie Lowe

200 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown

St. Agnes Parish Office
106 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown
P.O. Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443
Telephone 304‐876‐6436
Oﬃce@StAgnesShepherdstown.org
www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org

Pastoral Council

St. Agnes Chapel

Emma Ashford ~ Carmela Cesare ~ Peg Eackles
David Godfrey ~ Michele Goldman ~ Michael Keefe
Fred Klein ~ Albert Leung

204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Finance Council

Isaiah 5:1‐7
Psalm 80:8, 11, 12‐13, 14‐15, 18‐19
Philippians 4:6‐9
Ma hew 21:33‐43

Mike Drewes ~ Jack Lantzy
Sue Kemnitzer ~ Bob Morrow ~ John Stollery
Arnold Thomas ~ Richard Walton ~ Patricia Wright
October 4, 2020

Sunday Readings

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Masses
Saturday 5:30pm & 10:30am
RSVP Required
Masks are required & social distancing will be observed
(Videotaped Mass available on the Website)
Weekday Masses
No weekday Masses are currently scheduled.
Confession
Confession is available each Saturday 4:30‐5pm
Reconcilia on: Saturday at 4:30pm
Parish Oﬃce: Monday‐ Friday 9am‐12noon
Cash Card Sales: Weekdays during oﬃce hours
(please call first)

An Outdoor Mass Op on
Though we are limited inside the Church, if you’d like to
celebrate on Sunday and the weather cooperates, bring
your lawn chair, mask, and social distancing skills and lis‐
ten through the outdoor speakers! Communion will be
brought to you!

Mass at St. Agnes
This past weekend we had 42 people present for the
5:30pm Mass and 55 individuals in a endance for the
10:30am Mass. These numbers include those who chose
to sit outside for Mass as we con nue to have a limit of
50 inside the church. There were 5 present for the re‐
cording of the Sunday video Mass, and, as far as we
know, there were 107 who tuned into the video Mass.

Online Mass Reserva ons
Reserva ons for Masses are now being done online. To
reserve a seat, go to our website at
www.stagnesshepherdstown.org and click on the Mass
Reserva ons bu on. Simply select your Mass and tell us
who you are and how many will be a ending. To assist
those who find the online reserva ons challenging, our
though ul tech volunteers have put together a brief
“How to reserve a seat for Mass” video to help guide you
through the process. The video can be found both on our
website under “parish news and events” in the New Tuto‐
rial AƩending Mass During Pandemic as well as on the
Eventbrite website where you actually make your reser‐
va on. If you have any problems using the online system,
feel free to call the oﬃce by 3pm on Friday, and we will
make the reserva on for you.
Keep in mind, there is a limit of 50 people at each Mass,
masks are required, and social distancing must be ob‐
served.

Dispensa on Remains in Eﬀect
The faithful of the Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston are
s ll dispensed from the obliga on to a end Sunday Mass
un l further no ce. Full statement at DWC.org.

In your kindness, please pray for Josie Braithwaite and
Jim Wittig (brother of Pat Barth) who died this past
week. May Josie and Jim share in the fulness of God’s
love and peace.

Remember in Prayer
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill especially
Mary Frances Usary (friend of Lorraine Javorsky), Pat
Merhaut, Peter Crameri (brother of Pat Larsen), Howard
Sheckells (father of Karlleen Stockman), Pauline Javorsky,
and Paul Lemieux (nephew of Sue Kemnitzer). Names are
placed in the bulle n for approximately one month and
then those names are placed on the second Friday prayer
list and are remembered in prayer each month.

2nd Friday Prayer Group
A list has begun for the 2nd Friday in October, so please
feel free to contact Judy (see below) at any me with
names of individuals for whom you would like our group
to pray. They can be the same names entered month
a er month, as we realize some circumstances warrant
many prayers over a long period of me. Please do not
hesitate to e‐mail or call on diﬀerent occasions through‐
out the month ‐ you may give Judy one name now and in
a week or two, other names may come to mind that you
would like to add to the prayer list. Also, if you would
like to join our 2nd Friday Prayer Group, please give Judy
a call: 301‐432‐2276 or e‐mail <jslilga8@gmail.com>.

Congratula ons Deacon Tony!
This Sunday, October 4, marks the 15th anniversary of
Deacon Tony’s ordina on. We thank him for his dedica‐
on and service to the people of St Agnes and the sur‐
rounding area. Congratula ons, Deacon Tony!

Coordinator of Faith Forma on Posi on
We now have put together a commi ee that will take on
the responsibility of selec ng our new Coordinator of
Faith Forma on who will plan, direct, and oversee the
cateche cal and spiritual forma on of our young people
here at St. Agnes.
The job descrip on and applica on for this part me posi‐
on will be up on the St. Agnes website by Monday a er‐
noon. We are looking for a prac cing Catholic in good
standing with knowledge of faith forma on with a Bache‐
lor’s Degree (preferably in Theology, Cateche cs, Youth
Ministry, or related field) or a minimum of two years ex‐
perience in Catholic Faith Forma on.

Last Call for Memorial Wall This Fall
If you are interested in having a loved one’s name en‐
graved on the memorial wall, please contact the oﬃce.
We will soon be scheduling the engraving.

St. Agnes Perpetual
Mass Memorial

On the first Sunday of each month Mass will be
celebrated for all of our family members, loved
ones, and friends enrolled in the St. Agnes Perpetual
Mass Memorial. Newly enrolled this month:
Ed Johnson

by Sue & Joe Bosco

Suzanne Larsen Hellyer
by Pat Larsen
Jane Edwards

John Binsfeld

by Elaine Rendler-McQueeney

Donna Phillips

by Jane Edwards

Intercession of Mary
October is tradi onally a month of prayer dedicated to
the intercession of Mary. In this me of great unrest and
uncertainty in our country we have an opportunity to
come together in prayer.
Ways to pray this month:
‐ Join with friends and family by se ng a me to pray
and an inten on to hold, even apart we can pray as one.
‐ Pray the rosary. This coming Wednesday, October 7,
join others from around the country in a Rosary for Amer‐
ica sponsored by the US Catholic Bishops: h ps://
www.usccb.org/rosary‐america or on Facebook. This hap‐
pens at 3pm Eastern me. #RosaryForAmerica.
Watch the bulle n throughout the month for further sug‐
ges ons on prayer forms and opportuni es on the needs
of our country, the sick, the poor, the homeless, those in
financial distress, those aﬀected by the pandemic, racial
unrest. Even in mes of great need, we remember we
are the bap zed, a people of hope.

Pastoral Council Responds to
Amended Plan for Bishop Bransfield
You are invited to sign Le ers of Endorsement
With much thought, prayer and discernment the Pastoral
Council has sent le ers to Cardinal Ouellet, Prefect for
the Congrega on of Bishops, Papal Nuncio, Archbishop
Pierre, Bishop Mark Brennan, Diocese Wheeling–
Charleston, and Bishop Bransfield (via Bishop Brennan
and Archbishop Pierre) to address our thoughts, concerns
and con nued ques ons related to the recent Congrega‐
on of Bishops’ decision on the amended plan for Bishop
Bransfield.
Copies of the le ers are on the St. Agnes Website, at the
Parish Center, and will be in the Church on the first two
weekends in October. If a er reading the le ers you wish
to endorse our le ers, you may sign at the Church before
or following the Saturday 5:30 Mass on October 3rd and
October 10th or the Sunday 10:30 Mass on October 4th
and October 11th . You can also sign at the Parish Center
from October 5th through October 16th.

Sacraments Course
This five week course (October 18‐November 21) will look
at the history and theology of the sacraments. Beginning
with a look at the Liturgy we will then explore Bap sm,
Eucharist and Confirma on (the sacraments of Ini a‐
on). We will then look at the sacraments of healing, that
is, the Sacrament of Reconcilia on and the Sacrament of
the Sick. Finally, we will examine the sacraments of com‐
munion, also known as the Sacrament of Marriage and
the Sacrament of Holy Orders.
If you are a catechist or work with the RCIA, couples pre‐
paring for marriage, or parents preparing to bap ze their
children, or are an adult interested in deepening your
faith, please join fellow Catholics from across the Diocese
as we learn more about our Tradi on.
This course is a hybrid model. It is composed of both
weekly live two hour zoom lectures as well as a rich varie‐
ty of online course materials and discussion experiences
through the University of Dayton's Virtual Learning Com‐
munity For Faith Forma on (VLCFF)
This course is being underwri en by the Diocese of
Wheeling Charleston who pays 100% of the tui on
The course instructor is Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu
For further informa on or to register please contact
Jeanne McKeets at jmckeets@dwc.org.

Vo ng
You will find on the St. Agnes website a presenta on by
our parishioner, Denis Woods, on
HOW A CATHOLIC DECIDES HOW TO VOTE.
Denis Woods is a trained theologian and the former Chair
of the Poli cal Science Dept. at Shepherd.

Annual Tootsie Roll Drive

CCWVa Serving Thru Pandemic

Do you need to sa sfy your sweet tooth? Do you want to
contribute to a good cause at the same me? Then you
are in luck! The St. Agnes Knights of Columbus will be
conduc ng our annual Tootsie Roll drive again this week‐
end, October 3rd and 4th. We have collected over $13,000
for the Columbia Mentally Handicapped Founda on of
West Virginia over the last 10 years. These funds have
been distributed to the Jeﬀerson County Schools for au‐
sm.
Our Knights will be collec ng a er each Mass. Please be
generous.

The Mar nsburg Catholic Chari es oﬃce has con nued
to serve the community throughout the COVID‐19 pan‐
demic. In order to meet the increased demand for assis‐
tance due to the economic impact the pandemic has had
on working families, the staﬀ applied for and received
numerous grants. Since evic ons and u lity termina ons
were put on hold for several months, the staﬀ also made
a commitment to help families who couldn’t pay their
bills whether or not they had received evic on or termi‐
na on no ces. All of this resulted in a significant spike in
the amount of assistance provided to residents of Berke‐
ley, Jeﬀerson, and Morgan Coun es.
From March 1 – September 30, 2019, the oﬃce provided
$14, 715.99 in assistance. In comparison, from March ‐
September 30, 2020, the oﬃce provided $31,381.53 in
assistance. The greatest need has been to help ensure
people are housed. During those seven months in 2019,
the Mar nsburg oﬃce provided $4,013.60 in housing as‐
sistance. To date in 2020, it provided $20,366.18 in hous‐
ing assistance. Many of the individuals helped have lost
income because of the pandemic. As of October 1, elec‐
tric termina ons will begin again.
As we go into the fall and winter, most of the grant funds
have been expended, but the need con nues to grow.
Unemployment is backlogged and people in our commu‐
nity are suﬀering deeply. We are doing our best to keep
individuals and families whole and can con nue to do so
with your support. All monetary dona ons stay within
our local community to provide direct assistance for our
clients and their wellbeing. Checks can be made out and
mailed to CCWVa 224 S Queen St, Mar nsburg, WV
25401. They can also be dropped at the parish oﬃce. As
always, you may direct your dona on to a specific pur‐
pose or for general use funds. Please feel free to contact
Siobhán Bertone 304 267‐8837 ext 10 or
sbertone@ccwva.org.

Back to School Wishlist
St Agnes Knights of Columbus along with our Social Con‐
cerns group are partnering with South Jeﬀerson Elemen‐
tary School to help make certain the students have what
they need to make it a great school year. Checks should
be made out to the knights with “SJE” in the memo line. If
you would prefer, their counselor has created a wishlist
on Walmart.com where you can see where their needs
lie: h ps://www.walmart.com/lists/shared/WL/5806cbe0
‐6220‐47e0‐92f2‐75f1c5db25dc.

Migrant Worker Kit Results
St. Agnes Council #13887 of the Knights of Columbus, in
Shepherdstown, WV, has once again donated hygiene
kits to support an outreach program of Shenandoah Community Health that provides services to migrant workers
and the homeless. To quote their website, “Shenandoah
Community Health's Special Popula ons Department has
over 45 years of combined experience coordina ng visits
to migrant camps and sites where the homeless gather.
[their] outreach team consists of nurses, bilingual out‐
reach workers, and drivers who support this high risk and
under‐served popula on.” They ensure access to health
care at 28 migrant camps located throughout Berkeley,
Jeﬀerson, and Morgan Coun es in West Virginia, as well
as other places in this region.
As part of their outreach they provide hygiene kits. These
contain essen al toiletries such as toothpaste and brush,
razors and shaving soap, bath soap, bath towel and wash
cloth, and deodorant. This year bandannas and masks
were included. Through the generosity of the parishion‐
ers at St. Agnes Catholic Church, and the eﬀorts of mem‐
bers of St. Agnes Council, 100 kits were assembled and
delivered to Shenandoah Community Health. These kits
contained materials valued in excess of $1,000. Special
thanks go to Mar n's Food Store in Charles Town for sup‐
plying 100 durable, reusable shopping bags that contain
the kits.
Migrant workers form a cri cal element in harves ng the
agricultural bounty of this region. It's gra fying to be able
to supply some of their needs in this land of plenty.

Win/Win with Hai Coﬀee
Just Hai coﬀee sales have suﬀered a major decline as a
result of the economic shutdowns in the US at this cri cal
me when our producers and their families are most in
need of their livelihoods. How can we help? Buy more
coﬀee! And we now have plenty. We have 9 bags of
whole bean and 11 bags of ground available for sale in
the parish center. Remember that $3 per bag is tax de‐
duc ble. This really is a win‐win.

Coats for Kids Collec on
The Knights of Columbus are once again collec ng money
for their annual Coats for Kids drive. This is their 4th year
of providing new coats to our area school children. Last
year $3000 was donated by the parish and the Shepherd‐
stown Community. Please make checks payable to the
Knights of Columbus with Coats for Kids as the memo.
Contact Bob Rizzo for more informa on, 304‐676‐5687.

Fall Faith Forma on
Faith Forma on K‐ (Pre Confirma on grades 7 and up)
will be held virtually using the Pflaum Gospel Curriculum
that has been modified for home learning as well as class‐
room based. We will publish the start date as soon as we
have that pinned down. We hope to slowly transi on
into the classroom as the pandemic passes. The care, wel‐
fare, safety and security of your children has always been
and will con nue to be a priority. This school year is the
first of a two year process for Confirma on here at St.
Agnes. Please register your student now for Confirma on
2022. Registra on Forms can be found on our parish
website.

Elec on 2020
Absentee Ballots ‐ Folks have begun receiving their ab‐
sentee ballots. The instruc ons are provided with the
ballot. In West Virginia, the return envelope has pre‐paid
postage so all you need to do is drop it in the mailbox.
You can also drop it oﬀ at your County Clerk’s oﬃce (see
contact info below) or someone from St. Agnes can drop
it oﬀ for you. Maryland provides drop‐boxes. If you s ll
have not requested a ballot and would like one, see the
St. Agnes website for instruc ons or use the links below.
For West Virginia: h ps://sos.wv.gov/elec ons/Pages/
GoVoteWV.aspx.
For Maryland: h ps://elec ons.maryland.gov/vo ng/
absentee.html.

County Clerk/Elec on oﬃce contact info
Jeﬀerson County – County Clerk
100 E Washington St,
Charles Town, WV 25414
304‐728‐3215
Berkeley County – County Clerk
400 West Stephen Street, Suite 201
Mar nsburg, WV 25401
304‐264‐1927
Washington County – Board of Elec ons
35 W. Washington Street, Room 101
Hagerstown MD 21740
240‐313‐2050
Tracking an Absentee Ballot
Absentee voters may track the status of their absentee
ballots by entering the requested informa on at the fol‐
lowing link: Absentee Ballot Tracking.
Important Dates
Oct. 13 ‐ Last day to register to vote
Oct. 21 ‐ Early vo ng (in person) begins
Oct. 21 ‐ Last day to request an absentee ballot
Oct. 28 ‐ Last day to return absentee ballot
Oct. 31 ‐ Early vo ng (in person) ends
Nov. 3 ‐ Elec on Day
If you need assistance with any of the above, please con‐
tact Teace Noel at (304) 886‐2940 or via email
at wvnoels@gmail.com.

Bring Us Your Glass
for
We Shall Recycle It!
St Agnes is partnering with Jim King of Shepherd Universi‐
ty in order to oﬀer a painless way to recycle our glass. We
invite you to drop oﬀ your glass recycling (well rinsed out
and without lids) in the large black bin that you will find
on the parish center porch. Jim will pick it up rou nely for
us. Through a grant, Shepherd University has a glass
crusher & si er that turns the glass into sand that can be
used in sandboxes, horseshoe pits, concrete, and more.
Jim is happy to arrange a demonstra on or answer any
ques ons by email (jim.king.AIA@gmail.com) or text 304‐
546‐5213.

Pandemic Relief Fund
Some parishioners have donated funds specifically to help
those who might be out of work due to the pandemic, to
those who might not be able to aﬀord medica on at this
me, or whatever the need might be. Please do not hesi‐
tate to call Fr. Andy (304‐876‐8086). Each situa on will be
held in complete confidence.

A Time of Not Forge ng
A er the ravages of World War II, the will to hold on to
peace and stability brought forth a new organiza on, the
United NaƟons, which in 2020 celebrates its 75th anniver‐
sary. Countless millions of lives were lost during the hor‐
rific conflicts which fueled unimaginable bloodshed.
Let the world unite and let solidarity overcome the pro‐
pensity to violence: Such, indeed, is the hope symbolized
in the ongoing coopera ve eﬀorts of the United Na ons
– “a sign of unity between States and an instrument of
service to the en re human family” in the words of Pope
Francis’ address to the ins tu on last week.
The crisis that grips the world right now has claimed over
1 million lives. Covid19 has awoken us to our common
vulnerability, our interconnectedness, and to the cri cal
understanding that the future rests on mutual recognion and solidarity. As Pope Francis puts it, the UN should
be used to “transform the challenge that lies before us
into an opportunity to build together, once more, the
future we all desire.” We eagerly await the new encyclical
which he signs in Assisi this Sunday. His words ma er to
all our hopes for the shape of next eﬀorts and poli cal
will to organize our world more justly.
As we mourn those who are dying from Covid19 and
from the inflicted hardships of those who wield power
without ethical concern, let us join St Francis this week‐
end, anniversary of his death, through the prayer of the
CanƟcle of the Creatures. The final verses were added by
him as he lay dying:
“Praised be you, my Lord, for our Sister,
Bodily Death, from whom no one living can escape . . .”
Concerned memory, care filled love, and the wisdom of
living and dying before our gracious God…

Virtual Dahlgren Dialogue
on
Pope Francis’ New Encyclical

St. Joe’s in Need of Subs tute Teachers

On Saturday, October 3, Pope Francis will travel to Assisi
to the tomb of St. Francis to pray and sign his new encyc‐
lical Fratelli Tuƫ.
On Sunday, October 4, the feast of St. Francis of Assisi,
his encyclical on human fraternity and social friendship
will be released to the world.
On Monday, October 5, Georgetown University’s Ini a‐
ve on Catholic Social Thought and Public Life will host a
virtual Dahlgren Dialogue on the themes of the encyclical
and Pope Francis’ call to recognize that we are all broth‐
ers and sisters, a call that is more important than ever
during this me of a global pandemic, economic crises,
and a United States presiden al elec on.

Monday, October 5, 2020
12:30 p.m. EDT
Livestreamed
RSVP at
h ps://catholicsocialthought.georgetown.edu/events/
fratelli‐tu #rsvp

If you enjoy working with children and are a cer fied
teacher or subs tute who wants to work in a small Cath‐
olic school whose mission is to challenge, inspire and ed‐
ucate students ages 2 through eighth grade, St Joe’s
School invites you to apply to become a subs tute teach‐
er. Call 304‐267‐6447 or email pblanc@sjswv.org.

Shepherdstown Shares
Shepherdstown Shares has mul ple projects in the works
to help support the community in these challenging
mes. Check out their website shepherdstownshares.org
for more informa on on their Share Your Change collec‐
on, their eﬀorts to develop a food pantry here in town
where they will need both volunteers and dona ons to
help make it a reality, and their Work4Workers program
where they are now oﬀering no‐contact outdoor work. In
addi on to their website, you can email shep‐
shares@gmail.com with ques ons and for more infor‐
ma on.
If you know someone in the 25443 zip code area in need,
please contact Shepherdstown Shares!

Parish Financial Activity
Collections - Last Week
Offertory Collections

$14,582
$907

Monthly Mortgage Assistance
Total

$15,489

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$12,000

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collections Compared to Target



Tithe to help those in need

+$3,489
$1,458

(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)

Collections - Year-To-Date (thru September)
Offertory Collections

$355,934
$51,434

Monthly Mortgage Assistance
Total

$407,368

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$468,000

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collection Compared to Target
Tithe to help those in need
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)



-$60,632
$35,593

Amazon Smile Dona on
St Agnes recently received a dona on of
$104.91 from Amazon Smile thanks to those
who have designated St Agnes as their Ama‐
zon Smile charity. To date, St Agnes has re‐
ceived nearly $700 from Amazon Smile. If
you are an Amazon shopper, please consider
shopping through Amazon Smile and desig‐
na ng St. Agnes as the charity you support!
The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston is commi ed to the
protec on of its children and young people. The Diocese
complies with the United States Conference of Catholic Bish‐
ops’ Charter for the ProtecƟon of Children and Young People
by maintaining an Oﬃce of Safe Environment. To report an
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact
your local law enforcement agency, or you may confiden ally
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/
Child Protec ve Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at
800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston to the Dio‐
cese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at
888.434.6237 (toll free) or 304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn,
ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353;
Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Oﬃce of Safe Envi‐
ronment at 304.230.1504. For more informa on on the Dio‐
cese’s Oﬃce of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org,
then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Oﬃce of Safe Envi‐
ronment” under the “Oﬃces” menu. To learn more about the
Catholic Church’s eﬀorts in preven ng sexual abuse of chil‐
dren in the United States, please visit h p://
www.usccb.org. Under “Issues and Ac on,” click “Child and
Youth Protec on” from the drop down menu.

Please join us in welcoming
this year’s businesses!
63% of ads are now sold.
Call or email the parish oﬃce to
secure your space!

