S a i n t

A g n e s

“Whoever wants to
be first must be
last of all and
servant of all.”
Mark 9:35

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others. We
rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments. We welcome the
opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.
Pastoral Staff

St. Agnes Church

Pastor: Rev. Andrew M. Switzer
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. T. Mathew Rowgh
Coordinator of Faith Forma on: Bill Donahue
Director of Music: Elaine Rendler‐McQueeney
Director of Liturgy: Rodica Stoicoiu
Parish Secretary: Beth Yates
Administra ve Assistant: Larry Halvey Goodwin
Accoun ng: Lizzie Lowe

200 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown

Pastoral Council
Carmela Cesare ~ Peg Eackles
David Godfrey ~ Shaná Harris
Michael Keefe ~ Albert Leung
Kathryn McAteer

Finance Council
Mike Drewes ~ Sue Kemnitzer
Bob Morrow ~ Arnold Thomas
Richard Walton ~ Patricia Wright
September 19, 2021

St. Agnes Parish Office
106 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown
P.O. Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443
Telephone 304‐876‐6436
Oﬃce@StAgnesShepherdstown.org
www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org

St. Agnes Chapel
204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Sunday Readings
Wisdom 2:12, 17‐20
Psalm 54:1‐2, 3, 4+6
James 3:16‐4:3
Mark 9:30‐37
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Mass
Saturday, 5:30pm
Sunday, 8am
Sunday, 10:30am
Bishop Brennan asks that masks be worn at Mass by all
those in a endance other than young children under
the age of 2.
Weekday Masses
Wednesday, 12noon
Reconcilia on: Saturday 4:30‐5pm
Parish Oﬃce: Monday–Friday 9am‐4pm
Cash Card Sales: Weekdays during oﬃce hours
(please call first)

Flu Shot Clinic
St. Agnes parish nurses and Kris ne Kno , Owner/
PharmD from Shepherdstown Pharmacy will host a flu
shot clinic.
Place: St. Agnes Church, 200 South Duke Street
Clinic will be held under a tent on the lawn.
Date: Saturday, October 9, 2021
Time: 3:00pm to 5:00pm
*Children: 3‐17 years of age will need parental consent.
**You will need to bring your insurance card with you. If
you don’t have an insurance card the cost will be $30.00.
Masks are required. Social distancing must be observed.

Diocesan‐Wide Pastoral Concerns Survey
The Pastoral Concerns Commi ee of our newly elected
Diocesan Pastoral Council has designed a survey seeking
the faithful’s personal insights in every parish, mission,
and chapel on a broad range of topics. All of our St Agnes
community are encouraged to respond to the survey that
can be found here: h ps://dwc.org/pastoral‐needs‐
survey/. The survey ends today, September 19!

2nd Friday Prayer Group
A list has begun for the 2nd Friday in October, so please
feel free to contact Judy (see below) at any me with
names of individuals for whom you would like our group
to pray. They can be the same names entered month
a er month, as we realize some circumstances warrant
many prayers over a long period of me. Please do not
hesitate to e‐mail or call on diﬀerent occasions through‐
out the month ‐ you may give Judy one name now and in
a week or two, other names may come to mind that you
would like to add to the prayer list. If you would like to
join our 2nd Friday Prayer Group, please contact Judy:
301‐432‐2276, <jslilga8@gmail.com>.

Mass Inten ons
Saturday, 5:30pm Mass for
Mary Morgan Davis
Sunday, 8am Mass for
Mitchell B. Gervickas
May Mary and Mitchell share in the fulness
of God’s mercy and peace.
In your kindness, please pray for Mitchell B. Gervickas,
brother of Sue Bosco, who recently died. May Mitchell
share in the fulness of God’s love and peace.

Remember in Prayer
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill especially Finn
Kwiatkowski, Pat Larsen, Adelyne Nikole Kistner
(granddaughter of Bill & Carol Hamilla), Rosario Tan, Jeﬀ
Null, Ilona Sengers (goddaughter of Jan Sengers), Monica
Canty (sister of Dolores Moriarty), Mark Switzer, Dody
Voellenger, and Eleanor Rizzo Maﬀeo (sister of Bob Rizzo).
Names are placed in the bulle n for approximately one
month and then those names are placed on the 2nd Fri‐
day prayer list and are remembered in prayer each
month.

RCIA
The Rite of Chris an Ini a on of Adults (RCIA) is the pro‐
cess of weekly gatherings where interested individuals
are introduced to the Catholic faith. Through reflec on
on the Sunday scriptures and explora on of the faith,
individuals discern if the Lord is calling them to become
members of the Catholic Church. We have had a couple
of inquiries, and we hope there will be many more. Par‐
ish members are encouraged to extend an invita on to
those you think might be interested in sharing in the life
of St. Agnes Parish. Should you have someone who is in‐
terested, please call the Parish Oﬃce (304‐876‐6436) and
a member of the RCIA team will reach out to the individ‐
ual(s). Many folks are searching for a deeper rela onship
with the Lord and with a community of faith. Please con‐
sider who you might invite to “come and see” what St.
Agnes Parish is all about. You can also oﬀer to accompa‐
ny them on the journey of faith, as they a end the week‐
ly sessions. The me for the weekly sessions will be de‐
termined by the team and the inquirers.

Love Thy Neighbor, Wear a Mask
Un l further no ce, Bishop Brennan asks that all those in
a endance at Mass wear a mask, other than young chil‐
dren under the age of 2. Thank you for your coopera on
in this act of Chris an Charity.

Youth News

How Catholics Read the Bible

Today on Cateche cal Sunday, I would like to thank all
the Catechists and people who volunteer their me and
talent to help with the Faith Forma on of our parish.
This Sunday we began CFF instruc on between the 8AM
and 10:30 AM Masses. Please contact Bill at for‐
ma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org or call the parish
center at 304‐876‐6436 if you s ll need to register for
CFF. If you haven’t picked up your student materials for
CFF, they are available to be picked up at the church a er
each Mass this weekend as well as available for pick up at
the parish center during the week, during oﬃce hours. If
you need addi onal mes or another way to pick up ma‐
terials, please contact the parish oﬃce at 304‐876‐6436.
As we begin our CFF year, there will be many opportuni‐
es for family and adult forma on. Please keep looking
at the bulle n, the St. Agnes Website, and Facebook pag‐
es for more informa on.
St. Agnes Youth Garden con nues producing food for
Shepherdstown Shares. Our project has been so success‐
ful, we added a fourth garden. Keep watching the bulle‐
n, the website, and Facebook for youth ac vi es and
garden updates.
Is God calling you? We s ll need catechists, subs tutes,
and assistants for our CFF program. We have a few more
posi ons that need filled. Our goal is to have at least two
adults per classroom. Training and resources are available
to help you. Please consider this a way to volunteer by
giving of your me and talent to the youth of our parish
(For greater details, please see the separate catechist an‐
nouncement in this week’s bulle n).
Please keep watching this sec on as well as the CFF/
Youth page for con nuing announcements regarding
Faith Forma on and summer youth ac vi es. Our next
Youth Centered Mass is scheduled for Sunday, October
10, 2021 @ 5 PM.
If you are not receiving CFF announcements and emails,
please contact the parish center at 304‐876‐6436 or Bill
Donahue at forma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org.

Scripture is an essen al part of our faith. Join fel‐
low parishioners for a four week course to learn more
about the Bible, the history of its wri ng and how Catho‐
lics read it. If you have wondered: Why are there four
Gospels? Who collected the books of the Bible and orga‐
nized it? How do Catholics read and interpret scripture?
Where does science fit into the way we read the Bible?
then this course may interest you!!!
How Catholics Read the Bible is a 4 week short course
oﬀered to St. Agnes parishioners. We will be mee ng for
90 minutes a week on Zoom to discuss and explore these
ques ons and much more!
The course will meet on Wednesday evenings from 7‐
8:30 pm on the following dates: Oct 6, Oct 13, Oct 27,
Nov 3. You will need a Catholic Bible (The Catholic Study
Bible is a great one to have on hand), and the textbook is
How Do Catholics Read the Bible by Daniel Harrington.
Both of these books are available second hand on Ama‐
zon. The course will be taught by Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu.
If you would like further informa on or would like to reg‐
ister, please email Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu at
liturgy@stagnesshepherdstown.org.

Faith Community Coali on
For the Homeless
Faith Community Coali on for the Homeless is in need
of volunteers in Jeﬀerson and Berkeley coun es who can
check voicemails and make call backs to assist those who
are experiencing homelessness in our community. This is
a fully virtual opportunity and training will be provided. It
is not a large me commitment, but help is urgently
needed. If you are interested in learning more, please
contact Cynthia Jamison (call/text: 304‐886‐1959 or email
at wvfcch@gmail.com).

Faith Forma on Volunteer Opportuni es
We are looking for catechists, subs tutes and volunteers
for our CFF program for this school year. Each classroom
needs 2 adults. We s ll are looking for a second person to
help work with our Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades. We
currently have only one catechist for each sec on. We
also need people to consider subs tu ng when needed.
This would not be a weekly commitment but rather a
flexible commitment with a willingness to be on call as
necessary. We also have posi ons for classroom assis‐
tants and hall monitors. The commitment would be ap‐
proximately one hour per week on Sunday mornings from
9 AM to 10:15. Materials and trainings are provided for
all volunteers. Individuals or teams could consider taking
on this opportunity to help form our youth in our faith.
Please consider this one of your ways of volunteering for
the church, by giving of your me and talent to the youth
of our parish.
Please include in your prayers the pe on that people
step forward to help with this mission. Thanks to all that
have volunteered to help our Youth Faith Forma on.
Classes begin September 19, 2021 and run through the
middle of May 2022. Currently we are doing CFF via
ZOOM. We will be returning to the parish center when
the situa on allows it. Once back, we will be doing CFF in
person as well as via Zoom to meet the needs of all fami‐
lies.
Contact Bill (forma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org) or
the oﬃce (304‐876‐6436) for more informa on or to vol‐
unteer!

Divorce and Beyond

Liturgical Ministry Training

A Separated & Divorced Ministry has been created to
help with the challenges of separa on and divorce. We
oﬀer hope and healing, simply by listening and sharing
experiences and insights with others who are able to
avoid giving advice and pronouncing judgements. Even if
you are seeing a therapist one on one, a group se ng
can help you by showing you that others are experiencing
the same feelings. This program is an opportunity to build
a network of friends who accept where you are at this
point of our life. If you or someone you know is having
diﬃculty with a recent Separa on or Divorce we encour‐
age you to join us. We are mee ng star ng Tuesday, September 21, at 6:30pm at St. Leo’s Catholic Church 2109
Sulphur Springs Rd., Inwood, WV 25428. There will be 11
sessions for a total cost of $10. For more informa on and
a registra on form Contact Richard Hitchcock at 803‐331‐
2565, email rhitchsr@gmail.com or Lorraine Javorsky at
email lormjav@gmail.com.

Have you ever considered serving the community
through liturgical ministry? This Fall the parish will be
oﬀering forma on in the ministries of Lector, Bread and
Cup, and Hospitality.
In order to gauge interest and arrange for a Covid safe
environment, we are asking those interested to preregis‐
ter.
What is involved in training for each ministry:
Lectors: One ini al group mee ng followed by individual
forma on sessions
Bread and Cup: Two sessions (session 1 is a discussion of
the theology and history of the Eucharist and session 2 is
a short prac cal session)
Hospitality: One training session plus "on‐the‐job" train‐
ing
Depending on interest, the following dates have been
reserved for ini al mee ngs:
Saturday Oct 23rd 10am‐12 pm Hospitality
Saturday Nov 6th Lectors
Saturday Nov 13th Bread and Cup first session
If you have any ques ons, would like further informa on
or are interested in registering for any of the above,
please contact Rodica at litur‐
gy@stagnesshepherdstown.org or call the oﬃce at 304‐
876‐6436 to leave a message.

A Cause Without Cuisine
Catholic Chari es WV Mar nsburg
For the 2nd year, we will be hos ng an online auc on
fundraiser that will assist those in our community who
are most in need of social services and the support that it
provides. There are two ways to par cipate. Go to
h ps://catholicchari eswv.org/ACauseWithoutCuisine/
to make a dona on, while reading about the types of ser‐
vices that you will be suppor ng. Please also join us from
September 13‐30 to bid on your favorite items in our
online silent auc on: h ps://one.bidpal.net/
CatholicChari esWestVirginia. All proceeds stay in our
community to help provide direct assistance to those in
need. Contact Siobhán Bertone for more informa on.
304‐267‐8837 ext 10 or sbertone@ccwva.org. Thank you!

Zoom Book Discussion
Is This All There Is? On Resurrec on and Eternal Life
by Gerhard Lohfink
(this book is available in paperback and ebook)
What is the Chris an hope for resurrec on? How are we
to understand it today? Gerhard Lohfink uses clear and
direct language, drawing on the scriptures to answer
ques ons of ul mate concern for all Chris ans. How do
the scriptures address what happens to us when we die?
What is the resurrec on? What do we hope for? What
are our expecta ons?
Join fellow parishioners in a weekly book discussion this
Fall on Zoom, facilitated by Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu on this
fascina ng book. We will meet Tuesday evenings Oct 19,
26, Nov 2, 9, 16, from 7‐8 pm.
For further informa on and to register please contact
Rodica at liturgy@stagnesshepherdstown.org.

Amazon Smile
St Agnes has just received its quarterly charitable dona‐
on from AmazonSmile in the amount of $122.07. We
are grateful that so many of you have chosen to desig‐
nate St Agnes as your charity of choice through this pro‐
gram.
If you are an Amazon shopper, you can start using Ama‐
zonSmile to help St. Agnes if you haven’t already. Ama‐
zonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com.
The diﬀerence is that when you shop on AmazonSmile,
the AmazonSmile Founda on will donate 0.5% of the
purchase price of eligible products to the charitable or‐
ganiza on of your choice. The only thing you have to do
is set St. Agnes as your charity of choice and then start
using h ps://smile.amazon.com when you shop.
You can learn more about Amazon Smile and how to sign
up on the St Agnes Website under the “Giving” tab.

Scripture Sharing with Fr Andy
Scripture Sharing with Fr Andy con nues on Zoom each
Monday at 12 Noon. All are welcome to join the conver‐
sa on!

Joint Message on Season of Crea on

St Agnes Racial Jus ce Ini a ve News

Last week, Pope Francis, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholo‐
mew of Constan nople, and Anglican Archbishop of Can‐
terbury Jus n Welby issued, for the first me ever, a joint
message for the Season of Crea on. You can read this
important message here: h ps://www.va can.va/
content/francesco/en/messages/pont‐messages/2021/
documents/20210901‐messaggio‐
protezionedelcreato.html.

Thanks for the tremendous response to last weekend's
Race Card Project where people anonymously shared in a
few words what the term "race" brings to mind. Nearly
four‐fi hs of a endees at the weekend liturgies par ci‐
pated!
Here are a few of the responses we received. "Race"
brings to mind:
"Racism is taught, not inherent in us".
"Hate, fear, pain, suﬀering, separa on, ignorance, repara‐
ons".
"Color is like a shell on M&Ms ‐ we're all the same inside ‐
all God's children."
"So diﬃcult! And some bad memories".
"Black Catholic friends; most born in Africa."
Food for thought and discussion here from our fellow
parishioners. We will be sharing more of the Race Card
Project responses regularly in the bulle n, along with
per nent informa on, resources, and events related to
racial jus ce available to parishioners. Stay tuned.

Report on 2021 Hygiene Kit Project

JCCM Food Pantry Needs
Through the eﬀorts of St. Agnes Council of the Knights of
Columbus, as well as the staﬀ of St. Agnes parish and
members of the Social Concerns Commi ee, this year's
Annual Migrant Workers' Hygiene Kit project has been an
outstanding success, achieving nearly double the output
of what was accomplished in 2020. It is en rely a testa‐
ment to the compassion and generosity of the 'family' of
St. Agnes parishioners who so frequently have demon‐
strated their commitment to the values of our faith, de‐
spite the challenges of over a year and a half of Covid.
Funds raised in cash amounted to nearly $1,300
and actual products donated have been es mated to ex‐
ceed $400. Originally 100 kits were planned, however the
available goods and cash were suﬃcient to assemble 120
kits which filled 12 medium cartons. A crew of 10 gath‐
ered on Saturday, September 4, at the Parish Center.
Those par cipa ng were Maddie Carter, Mike & Lindy
Keefe, Greg & Debbie La us, Maggie Morton, Stan & Lu‐
cille Nelson, and Arnold & Vicki Thomas. A photograph
of Elizabeth Pearson, the granddaughter of Mike & Lindy
Keefe, was featured in the Mar nsburg Journal (jounal‐
news.net 09‐15‐21) in an ar cle about this project. About
an hour of focused eﬀort, seasoned with good humor,
saw mountains of supplies gathered into colorful draw‐
string 'backpack' bags, and carefully counted into ship‐
ping cartons ready for delivery. All of the kits were deliv‐
ered to Shenandoah Community Health on Tuesday, Sep‐
tember 7. About $125 remain and will be used to order
addi onal 'backpack' bags for next year's hygiene kits.
To close – A big, hear elt thank you goes to eve‐
ryone involved in this eﬀort, and to all of the parishioners
of St. Agnes who con nue to make a be er world by liv‐
ing their faith.

Shelf stable milk
Shampoo/Condi oner
Paper towels
Regular coﬀee (not instant)
Microwave meals
Pancake mix
Jelly
Dish soap
Rice/pasta dishes
Instant mashed potatoes
Laundry detergent
Toothpaste
Dry cat and dog food
Body wash
Canned chili with beans

Coats for Kids Collec on
The Knights of Columbus are once again collec ng money
for their annual Coats for Kids drive. This is their 5th year
of providing new coats to area school children. Many
families have been hit quite hard financially by the pan‐
demic, so it is an cipated that the need for warm winter
coats will be greater than ever. Last year the Knights were
able to provide 168 new coats to area youth thanks to
your generous support. Please make checks payable to
the Knights of Columbus with Coats for Kids as the memo.
Checks can be placed in the oﬀertory basket at Mass or
mailed to the St Agnes oﬃce. Please feel free to contact
Bob Rizzo with any ques ons (304‐676‐5687 or
riz22@comcast.net).

Bulle n Ads

Youth Meal Ministry

Our St Agnes bulle n ads are a major yearly fundraiser
for us with an income poten al of more than $10,000. To
realize that poten al, we have to sell the ads. And, you
guessed it, we are asking for your help! If you have a
business, please consider adver sing with us. If you know
a business owner, please pass along our ad informa on
to them. We can assure you, from experience, that our
ads are widely viewed by our parishioners and the larger
community. They are an eﬀec ve way to bring a en on
to businesses. And, what a bargain! For $125, a business
gets a 1x1.5 inch space for an en re year (July 1, 2021‐
June 30, 2022). There are also larger op ons to choose
from. In addi on to the ads appearing weekly in our bul‐
le n, they are also displayed on our website. We are hap‐
py to help with ad design. Contact the oﬃce for more
informa on.

Our youth have prepared and served meals to those in
our area for several years. They would meet on a Sunday
to do all of the food prepara on and cook the meal; and
on Wednesday they would travel to Charles Town to
serve the meal. We had to change our way of doing
things in March 2020 when it became clear that we were
in the throes of a deadly pandemic‐‐COVID 19.
Today, the youth will resume the role of preparing meals
for the food challenged in our area. A small group of
teens will come together, under the supervision of expe‐
rienced cooks, to fully prepare meals from scratch. These
meals normally consist of meat, fresh vegetables, green
salad, bread, dessert, and a drink. We meet a er
10:30am Mass and finish around 1:30pm.
The adults working with the teens have been fully vac‐
cinated and will be wearing masks; youth par cipants will
need to wear masks, there can be no excep ons.
Welcome Back, Let's Get Cooking

Pandemic Relief Fund
Our parishioners have con nued to donate funds to help
those in need due to the pandemic. Please do not hesi‐
tate to call Fr. Andy (304‐876‐8086). Each situa on will
be held in complete confidence.

Homebound Ministry
If there are parishioners who have needs (groceries, rides
to doctors or pharmacies, etc, our HOMEBOUND MINISTRY is willing to help. Please call Claire Williamson (304‐
876‐1357), or Judy Lilga (301‐432‐2276).

Subs tute School Nurse Needed
Saint Joseph School is in need of a West Virginia‐licensed
RN to serve as a subs tute school nurse as needed. If you
are interested, please email acarter@sjswv.org or call the
school oﬃce at 304‐267‐6447.

Catholic Daughters Social
Tuesday, September 21 5:30pm
War Memorial Park Mar nsburg, State Farm Pavilion
The Catholic Daughters of the Americas would like to in‐
vite any Catholic Women to join them for a picnic. Every‐
one will have a temperature check at a table before en‐
tering the Pavilion to be a bit safer for our gathering. This
year our theme is “God Is Good”. There will be great food
and ac vi es for all to par cipate. Do not miss this op‐
portunity to be together again, with a great group of
women. Currently our members are from the 5 parishes
in Berkeley and Jeﬀerson Coun es. For reserva ons or
any ques ons, contact Carol Bogacz, September Social
Chairperson at 304‐279‐3472, or email: car‐
ol.cz400@gmail.com.

Parish Financial Activity
Collections - Last Week
Offertory Collections

$5,669

Monthly Mortgage Assistance

$4,340

Total

$10,009

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$11,500

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collections Compared to Target
Tithe to help those in need
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)



-$1,491
$567

The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston maintains an Oﬃce of Safe Environ‐
ment in accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protec on of Children
and Young People. To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children:
The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston encourages repor ng to civil authori‐
es first and foremost if a crime has been commi ed. We also encourage
u lizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in
the U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual
misconduct, please contact civil authori es in the applicable jurisdic on and
visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authori es: Contact
your local law enforcement; numbers will vary based on your loca on. If you
believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confiden ally report
any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse,
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protec ve
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to
Diocesan Authori es: In addi on to civil authori es, the diocese encourages
repor ng to the appropriate church authori es. To report suspected cases
of sexual abuse of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling‐
Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop,
ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 270. You may also call
the Diocese’s Oﬃce of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. In addi on to the
methods listed above for repor ng sexual abuse, the Diocese also has
partnered with Navex Global to oﬀer the EthicsPoint pla orm to report
other, addi onal concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and
personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the
Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in West Virginia. The EthicsPoint
pla orm can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then
“Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third‐party
repor ng system that reports to civil authori es where applicable and
Diocesan authori es, and the iden ty of the person repor ng is protected.

