S a i n t

A g n e s

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others. We
rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments. We welcome the
opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.
Pastoral Staff

St. Agnes Church

Pastor: Rev. Andrew M. Switzer
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. T. Mathew Rowgh
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Anthony Maciorowski
Coordinator of Faith Forma on: Brigi e Schmidt
Director of Music: Elaine Rendler‐McQueeney
Director of Liturgy: Rodica Stoicoiu
Parish Secretary: Beth Yates
Administra ve Assistant: Larry Halvey Goodwin
Accoun ng: Lizzie Lowe

200 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown

St. Agnes Parish Office
106 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown
P.O. Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443
Telephone 304‐876‐6436
Oﬃce@StAgnesShepherdstown.org
www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org

Pastoral Council

St. Agnes Chapel

Emma Ashford ~ Carmela Cesare ~ Peg Eackles
David Godfrey ~ Michele Goldman ~ Michael Keefe
Fred Klein ~ Albert Leung

204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Finance Council

Isaiah 55:6‐9
Psalm 145:2‐3, 8‐9, 17‐18
Philippians 1:20‐24, 27
Ma hew 20:1‐16

Mike Drewes ~ Jack Lantzy
Sue Kemnitzer ~ Bob Morrow ~ John Stollery
Arnold Thomas ~ Richard Walton ~ Patricia Wright
September 20, 2020

Sunday Readings

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Masses
Saturday 5:30pm & 10:30am
RSVP Required
Masks are required & social distancing will be observed
(Videotaped Mass available on the Website)
Weekday Masses
No weekday Masses are currently scheduled.
Confession
Confession is available each Saturday 4:30‐5pm
Reconcilia on: Saturday at 4:30pm
Parish Oﬃce: Monday‐ Friday 9am‐12noon
Cash Card Sales: Weekdays during oﬃce hours
(please call first)

An Outdoor Mass Op on
Though we are limited inside the Church, if you’d like to
celebrate on Sunday and the weather cooperates, bring
your lawn chair, mask, and social distancing skills and lis‐
ten through the outdoor speakers! Communion will be
brought to you!

Mass at St. Agnes
This past weekend we had 46 people present for the
5:30pm Mass and 44 individuals in a endance for the
10:30am Mass. These numbers include those who chose
to sit outside for Mass as we con nue to have a limit of
50 inside the church. There were 5 present for the re‐
cording of the Sunday video Mass, and, as far as we
know, there were 102 who tuned into the video Mass.

Online Mass Reserva ons
Reserva ons for Masses are now being done online. To
reserve a seat, go to our website at
www.stagnesshepherdstown.org and click on the Mass
Reserva ons bu on. Simply select your Mass and tell us
who you are and how many will be a ending. To assist
those who find the online reserva ons challenging, our
though ul tech volunteers have put together a brief
“How to reserve a seat for Mass” video to help guide you
through the process. The video can be found both on our
website under “parish news and events” in the New Tuto‐
rial AƩending Mass During Pandemic as well as on the
Eventbrite website where you actually make your reser‐
va on. If you have any problems using the online system,
feel free to call the oﬃce by 3pm on Friday, and we will
make the reserva on for you.
Keep in mind, there is a limit of 50 people at each Mass,
masks are required, and social distancing must be ob‐
served.

Dispensa on Remains in Eﬀect
The faithful of the Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston are
s ll dispensed from the obliga on to a end Sunday Mass
un l further no ce. Full statement at DWC.org.

Mass Inten ons
Saturday, 5:30pm Mass for
Frank Overholt
Arlen Moore
Sunday, Video Mass for
Jane Healey Canali
May Frank, Arlen, and Jane share in
the fulness of God’s mercy and peace.
In your kindness, please pray for Suzanne (Zan) LarsenHellyer, daughter of Pat Larsen, who recently died. May
Suzanne share in the fulness of God’s love and peace.

Remember in Prayer
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill especially Pat
Merhaut, Peter Crameri (brother of Pat Larsen), Howard
Sheckells (father of Karlleen Stockman), Pauline Javorsky,
Paul Lemieux (nephew of Sue Kemnitzer), Richard Hitch‐
cock, Diane Benner (daughter of Barbara Mueller), and
Pete Macias (friend from NSUMC). Names are placed in
the bulle n for approximately one month and then
placed on the sick list near the bap smal font. Together
we pray as a community for all who are listed in the pray‐
er book in addi on to those listed above. Your personal
prayer requests may be added to the prayer book at any
me.

Disaster Relief Special Collec ons
Our bishop has approved special collec ons to support
recovery eﬀorts for the explosion in Beirut, Lebanon as
well as natural disasters (hurricanes and wildfires) here in
the US. This weekend our collec on will be for Beirut.
Please make checks payable to St. Agnes with “Beirut” in
the memo line. Next weekend, September 26 & 27, we
will collect for the natural disasters. Please also make
these checks payable to St. Agnes and write storms/fires
in the memo line. We will also be using some funds from
our thing, so whatever is collected will be added to this
and checks will be sent to Catholic Chari es and Catholic
Relief Services. A basket will be available at the church for
your dona ons. Please also feel free to mail or drop oﬀ
your check to the parish oﬃce.

Last Call for Memorial Wall This Fall
We will soon be scheduling the engraving of names on
our memorial wall. This is the last chance people have to
get an engraving on the Columbarium Memorial Wall at
the current (2020) price of $500. Our contract with the
engraver includes a price increase for next year. Contact
the parish oﬃce for a request form.

No Ordinary Time
No Ordinary Homeland
In a few weeks’ me, we celebrate and remember the life
and message of the Poor Man of Assisi, the Poverello,
whose story remains a perennial call to behold the good‐
ness of all crea on. His was no ordinary me: Ba les
raged between rival provinces; religions waged crusading
wars for domina on of souls and thrones; devasta ng
disease and want ravaged the streets of the newly
emerging ci es; encrusted ins tu onalism behind impe‐
rial enclosures blinded much of the Church leadership to
the urgent challenges of changing mes. Francis walks
out among the people in ta ers, befriends the disease‐
ridden, embraces the beauty of Lady Poverty, dialogues
with Brother Sun and Sister Moon ‐‐ all of whom opened
his eyes to God‐among‐us in the humility of the manger,
and far away from the presump ve power of thrones and
courts of passing glory.
800 years later, there is an eerie similarity to our me.
We have pushed the boundaries beyond regional ci es to
planetary propor ons; we are watching equally planetary
devasta on and the scars of disease, systemic racism and
sexism, and the plagues of blind quest for domina on of
the spirit and souls of others, most especially, of those
ousted from their homelands and le begging for survival
out on the high seas, the refugee camps, or at the mercy
of labor bosses in mass industrial produc on chains, ra‐
ther than in decent human condi ons of labor…
During this coming week, we are invited to re‐think the
life of Francis and be inspired by his humble and extraor‐
dinary example which faced the challenge of change at a
me like our own: No ordinary Ɵme to be accountable
as Catholic and Chris an, pu ng love of God, love of our
sisters and brothers within our shared common home
above all else.
“We exist only in rela onships: with God the creator,
with our brothers and sisters as members of a common
family and with all of God’s creatures within our common home.” Pope Francis, 2020.
Of further interest to us, during the Season of Crea on,
is quite an extraordinary witness to our understanding of
Plant Earth: David A enborough: A Life On Our Planet.
It is a powerful first‐hand account of humanity’s impact
on nature and a message of hope for future genera ons.
In his 94 years, A enborough has visited every con nent
on the globe, documen ng the living world in all its varie‐
ty and wonder. Now, for the first me he reflects upon
both the defining moments of his life me as a naturalist
and the devasta ng changes he has seen. It is, he tells us,
“my witness statement and my vision of the future. We
need to learn how to work with Nature rather than
against it.”
The documentary premiers in European cinemas on this
September 28th and will be available soon a er on
Ne lix.
See the oﬃcial trailer and further commentary at:
www.a enborough.film

Annual Tootsie Roll Drive
Do you need to sa sfy your sweet tooth? Do you want to
contribute to a good cause at the same me? Then you
are in luck! The St. Agnes Knights of Columbus will be
conduc ng our annual Tootsie Roll drive September 26th
and 27th and October 3rd and 4th. We have collected over
$13,000 for the Columbia Mentally Handicapped Founda‐
on of West Virginia over the last 10 years. These funds
have been distributed to the Jeﬀerson County Schools for
au sm.
Knights will be collec ng a er each Mass from Septem‐
ber 26th‐October 4th. Please be generous.

Coats for Kids Collec on
The Knights of Columbus are once again collec ng money
for their annual Coats for Kids drive. This is their 4th year
of providing new coats to our area school children. Last
year $3000 was donated by the parish and the Shepherd‐
stown Community. Checks should be made payable to the
Knights of Columbus with Coats for Kids on the memo
line. Contact Bob Rizzo for more informa on, 304‐676‐
5687.

Shepherdstown Shares Update
We need two things from you, PLEASE. We need you to
VOLUNTEER and we need you to DONATE! We are on the
fast track in developing our Food Pantry, so we need peo‐
ple to help us out in a variety of ways—organizing, pack‐
ing bags, distribu ng food bags at Trinity Chapel, etc.
Send an email to ShepShares@gmail.com. Secondly, we
need you to DONATE. The needs are increasing, and we
need to constantly keep an eye on our bo om line. You
can donate through PayPal (search for Shepherdstown
Shares) or drop a check oﬀ at JSB. For more informa on,
refer to our website, shepherdstownshares.org.
Shepherdstown Shares Share Your Change ini a ve will
con nue each Sunday during the Farmers Market hours
for the Fall season. Thanks to our community’s generosity
we have already collected close to $1300 to feed those
who are experiencing food insecurity during COVID‐19.
Our table is located next to the library. As always, you
can donate during the week by bringing your change to
JSB and ask that it be deposited in the Shepherdstown
Shares account.
Now is the me for Fall garden and yard cleanup so con‐
tact shepshares@gmail.com to par cipate in our
Work4Workers program. If you need no‐contact outdoor
work done, we have those who are willing to work!
Please go to our website shepherdstownshares.org and
check it out. Complete a simple form and ShepShares
board member Annie Wisecarver will contact you.
If you know if someone in need in our 25443‐zip code
area, please let us know. We will do our best to help. We
con nue to spread support and love in our community as
the virus spreads.

Catholic Chari es Online Fundraiser

Vo ng

Catholic Chari es WV is hos ng an online fundraiser
(Sept 14‐30) in lieu of their annual in person fundraiser.
Please visit the site to support the work that they do in
our community. There is more need now than ever be‐
fore, with twice as many clients who are facing homeless‐
ness as a year ago. Your bid or dona on will ensure that
those who are struggling will con nue to have the much
needed support they are seeking. Thank you. h ps://
one.bidpal.net/catholicchari eswestvirginia/browse/all

You will find on the St. Agnes website a presenta on by
our parishioner, Denis Woods, on
HOW A CATHOLIC DECIDES HOW TO VOTE.
Denis Woods is a trained theologian and the former Chair
of the Poli cal Science Dept. at Shepherd.

Coordinator of Faith Forma on Posi on
We are in the process of pu ng together a commi ee
that will take on the responsibility of selec ng our new
Coordinator of Faith Forma on who will plan, direct, and
oversee the cateche cal and spiritual forma on here at
St. Agnes.
In the mean me, if anyone is interested in being consid‐
ered for this part‐ me posi on, please feel free to send
your resumé to the oﬃce. We are looking for a prac cing
Catholic in good standing with knowledge of faith for‐
ma on with a Bachelor’s Degree (preferably in Theology,
Cateche cs, Youth Ministry, or related field) or a mini‐
mum of two years experience in Catholic Faith Forma on.
More informa on will be forthcoming.

Fall Faith Forma on
Faith Forma on K‐ (Pre Confirma on grades 7 and up)
will be held virtually using the Pflaum Gospel Curriculum
that has been modified for home learning as well as class‐
room based. We will publish the start date as soon as we
can. We want to be sure we are organized and pu ng
the kids’ safety first. We hope to slowly transi on into
the classroom as the pandemic passes. The care, welfare,
safety and security of your children has always been and
will con nue to be a priority. This school year is the first
of a two year process for Confirma on here at St. Ag‐
nes. Please register your student now for Confirma on
2022. Registra on Forms can be found on our parish
website.

Win/Win with Hai Coﬀee
Just Hai coﬀee sales have suﬀered a major decline as a
result of the economic shutdowns in the US at this cri cal
me when our producers and their families are most in
need of their livelihoods. How can we help? Buy more
coﬀee! Social Concerns is ge ng right on this. We will
have more coﬀee coming soon. For now, we s ll have 2
bags of whole bean and 3 bags of ground available for
sale in the parish center. Remember that $3 per bag is tax
deduc ble. This really is a win‐win.

Back to School Wishlist
St Agnes Knights of Columbus along with our Social Con‐
cerns group are partnering with South Jeﬀerson Elemen‐
tary School to help make certain the students have what
they need to make it a great school year. Checks should
be made out to the knights with “SJE” in the memo line. If
you would prefer, their counselor has created a wishlist
on Walmart.com where you can see where their needs
lie: h ps://www.walmart.com/lists/shared/WL/5806cbe0
‐6220‐47e0‐92f2‐75f1c5db25dc.

Pandemic Relief Fund
Some parishioners have donated funds specifically to help
those who might be out of work due to the pandemic, to
those who might not be able to aﬀord medica on at this
me, or whatever the need might be. Please do not hesi‐
tate to call Fr. Andy (304‐876‐8086). Each situa on will be
held in complete confidence.

UN Interna onal Day of Peace

2nd Friday Prayer Group

Monday, 21 September, is the 39th anniversary of the UN
Interna onal Day of Peace, established in 1981. Two dec‐
ades later, in 2001, the General Assembly unanimously vot‐
ed to designate the Day as a period of non‐violence and
cease‐fire.
The United Na ons invites all na ons and people to honour
a cessa on of hos li es during the Day, and to otherwise
commemorate the Day through educa on and public aware‐
ness on issues related to peace. This year's theme is
"Shaping Peace Together."
h ps://www.un.org/en/observances/interna onal-daypeace

A list has begun for the 2nd Friday in October, so please
feel free to contact Judy (see below) at any me with
names of individuals for whom you would like our group
to pray. They can be the same names entered month
a er month, as we realize some circumstances warrant
many prayers over a long period of me. Please do not
hesitate to e‐mail or call on diﬀerent occasions through‐
out the month ‐ you may give Judy one name now and in
a week or two, other names may come to mind that you
would like to add to the prayer list. Also, if you would
like to join our 2nd Friday Prayer Group, please give Judy
a call: 301‐432‐2276 or e‐mail <jslilga8@gmail.com>.

Elec on 2020
Reminder ‐ although the West Virginia elec on rules say you have un l October 28 to request an absentee ballot, it also says
these ballots must be received six days before elec on day, i.e., October 28. If you choose to vote via absentee, we strongly
encourage you to request your ballot soon. They will begin mailing ballots to voters on September 17th. See instruc ons be‐
low on how to request an absentee ballot and how to complete the ballot when it is received.
Vo ng by Mail – Step 1 - Request an absentee ballot
If you would like to vote via mail, you need to first request an absentee ballot. You can do this in several ways:
Online ‐ You can request on‐line that a form be mailed to you by going to your County Clerk or Board of Elec ons website.
For West Virginia: h ps://sos.wv.gov/elec ons/Pages/GoVoteWV.aspx.
For Maryland: h ps://elec ons.maryland.gov/vo ng/absentee.html.
Call – You can call your County Clerk or Elec ons oﬃce and ask them to mail you the absentee ballot request form. (Jeﬀerson
– (304)‐728‐3215, Berkeley ‐ (304) 264‐1927), Washington County, MD – (240) 313‐2050
Print your own ‐ You can download the absentee applica on form from your County Clerk/BOE website. Once you’ve com‐
pleted the form, it can be returned via mail, fax, or email to your County Clerk’s oﬃce.
Pick up and send ‐ You can also obtain a copy of the form from St. Agnes (please call ahead of me) or the Shepherdstown
public library, either of whom will fax or scan it and email it for you for free.
Note: You must choose a reason for reques ng an absentee ballot. For most of us locally, the reason will be for “medical rea‐
sons/Covid”. Just being anxious about COVID is a suﬃcient medical reason to vote absentee. You do not have to be sick
with COVID.
Addresses:
Jeﬀerson County – County Clerk
100 E Washington St,
Charles Town, WV 25414

Berkeley County – County Clerk
400 West Stephen Street, Suite 201
Mar nsburg, WV 25401

Washington County – Board of Elec ons
35 W. Washington Street, Room 101
Hagerstown MD 21740

Vo ng by Mail - Step 2 – Comple ng and returning your ballot
Instruc ons to complete the ballot:
Marking your Ballot:
Mark your ballot with a pen. Follow the instruc ons on your ballot, which will tell you to mark your choices clearly with
an "X" or fill in the oval with blue or black ink.
The instruc ons below the tle of each oﬃce on the ballot will tell you how many people you may choose for that oﬃce.
When you finish marking your ballot:
Fold your ballot, place it in the envelope marked No. 1, and seal the envelope. Note: Do not remove the stub from your
ballot.
Place the sealed envelope No. 1 (containing your ballot) inside of envelope marked No. 2 and seal envelope No. 2.
Complete and sign envelope No. 2, tled “Voter, complete this form”
Return your ballot to your county clerk’s oﬃce as soon as possible. You can mail it (be sure you have the correct post‐
age), drop it oﬀ at the County Clerks oﬃce or have someone at St. Agnes deliver it for you.
What if I make a mistake on my ballot?
If you make a mistake in your selec on, cross out both the mark and the candidate or issue, and mark your choice.
If your ballot is destroyed or you cannot correct your mistakes, you should immediately contact your county clerk for
instruc ons on receiving a replacement ballot.
Deadlines for returning your ballot (must be received in the county clerk’s oﬃce by these deadlines):
By mail: by the close of polls on elec on day
By mail without postmark: the day a er the elec on
By mail postmarked by the US Postal Service by Elec on Day: the start of canvass (five days a er the elec on, excluding
Sundays)
Hand‐delivered (a person may deliver no more than two absentee ballots): the day before the elec on
Tracking an Absentee Ballot
Absentee voters may track the status of their absentee ballots by entering the requested informa on at the following
link: Absentee Ballot Tracking.
If you need assistance with any of the above, please contact Teace Noel at (304) 886‐2940 or at wvnoels@gmail.com.
Important Dates
Sept 18 ‐ Mailing of ballots to voters begins
Oct. 13 ‐ Last day to register to vote
Oct. 21 ‐ Early vo ng (in person) begins
Oct. 28 ‐ Last day to request an absentee ballot
Oct. 28 ‐ Last day to return absentee ballot
Oct. 31 ‐ Early vo ng (in person) ends
Nov. 3 - Elec on Day

Thank You, Brigi e!

St Joe’s Fundraising
Box Tops for Educa on
St Joe’s School is once again par cipa ng in the Box Tops
for Educa on program. Clipped box tops, which are rare
these days, can be dropped oﬀ at the school.
Now, they primarily are collected through the app, with
which you scan receipts from stores. The school is listed
as St Joseph School [TA/PTO]; you can search for it by
that name or by loca on (Mar nsburg, WV).
Some basics:

 The app is available for android or iPhone. If you do
curbside pickup for your groceries, make sure the
email you use to set up your account for the app is
the same as the email address that you use for
curbside. The app allows friends and family who
would normally have to mail you their box tops to
just scan their receipts. Get family, friends and co‐
workers involved!
 If you don’t have a smartphone or do not want to
scan your receipts, you can drop your grocery re‐
ceipts oﬀ at the school and the school coordinator
will scan them. Receipts are good for 14 days. You
can scan up to 50 in a day.
 If you do curbside pickup or online orders, when you
get the email with your order, forward it to re‐
ceipts@boxtops4educa on using the same email that
is associated with the app. It takes up to 10 business
days for it to be credited to your account. It will show
up in the MY EARNINGS sec on of the app.
For more informa on, go to h ps://
www.boxtops4educa on.com/A.
Weis 4 School
This year, SJS is par cipa ng in the Weis 4 School pro‐
gram to raise funds for educa onal technology and other
academic needs.
All you have to do when you shop at Weis is scan a bar‐
code that was assigned to the school to register your
Weis card for the program. To have the code sent to you,
please email mpar ngton@sjswv.org.

Brigi e Schmidt has served as our Coordinator of
Faith Forma on for the last six years. Though she will re‐
main a St. Agnes parishioner, she is moving on to other
things, we want to thank her for her dedica on to the
families of St. Agnes. Best wishes, Brigi e!

Homebound Ministry During Pandemic
If there are parishioners who have needs such as grocer‐
ies, rides to doctors or pharmacies, or other types of sup‐
port, our HOMEBOUND MINISTRY is willing to help.
Please call Claire Williamson (304‐876‐1357), or Judy Lilga
(301‐432‐2276).

St. Joe’s in Need of Subs tute Teachers
Do you enjoy working with children and a cer fied teach‐
er or subs tute who wants to work in a small Catholic
school whose mission is to challenge, inspire and educate
students ages 2 through eighth grade? If so, St Joseph
School invites you to apply to become a subs tute teach‐
er. Please call the school oﬃce at 304‐267‐6447 or email
Principal Patrick Blanc at pblanc@sjswv.org.

Parish Financial Activity
Collections - Last Week
Offertory Collections

$7,948

Monthly Mortgage Assistance

$1,417

Total

$9,365

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$12,000

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collections Compared to Target
Tithe to help those in need
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)



-$2,635
$795

The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston is commi ed to the
protec on of its children and young people. The Diocese
complies with the United States Conference of Catholic Bish‐
ops’ Charter for the ProtecƟon of Children and Young People
by maintaining an Oﬃce of Safe Environment. To report an
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact
your local law enforcement agency, or you may confiden ally
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/
Child Protec ve Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at
800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston to the Dio‐
cese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at
888.434.6237 (toll free) or 304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn,
ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353;
Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Oﬃce of Safe Envi‐
ronment at 304.230.1504. For more informa on on the Dio‐
cese’s Oﬃce of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org,
then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Oﬃce of Safe Envi‐
ronment” under the “Oﬃces” menu. To learn more about the
Catholic Church’s eﬀorts in preven ng sexual abuse of chil‐
dren in the United States, please visit h p://
www.usccb.org. Under “Issues and Ac on,” click “Child and
Youth Protec on” from the drop down menu.

Please join us in welcoming
this year’s businesses!
63% of ads are now sold.
Call or email the parish oﬃce to
secure your space!

