S a i n t

A g n e s

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others. We
rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments. We welcome the
opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.
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St. Agnes Chapel
204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Sunday Readings
Numbers 11:25‐29
Psalm 19:7, 9, 11‐12, 13
James 5:1‐6
Mark 9:38‐43, 45, 47‐48
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Mass
Saturday, 5:30pm
Sunday, 8am
Sunday, 10:30am
Bishop Brennan asks that masks be worn at Mass by all
those in a endance other than young children under
the age of 2.
Weekday Masses
Wednesday, 12noon
Reconcilia on: Saturday 4:30‐5pm
Parish Oﬃce: Monday–Friday 9am‐4pm
Cash Card Sales: Weekdays during oﬃce hours
(please call first)

Flu Shot Clinic
St. Agnes parish nurses and Kris ne Kno , Owner/
PharmD from Shepherdstown Pharmacy will host a flu
shot clinic.
Place: St. Agnes Church, 200 South Duke Street
Clinic will be held under a tent on the lawn.
Date: Saturday, October 9, 2021
Time: 3:00pm to 5:00pm
*Children: 3‐17 years of age will need parental consent.
**You will need to bring your insurance card with you. If
you don’t have an insurance card the cost will be $30.00.
Masks are required. Social distancing must be observed.

Liturgical Ministry Training
Have you ever considered serving the community
through liturgical ministry? This Fall the parish will be
oﬀering forma on in the ministries of Lector, Bread and
Cup, and Hospitality.
In order to gauge interest and arrange for a Covid safe
environment, we are asking those interested to preregis‐
ter.
What is involved in training for each ministry:
Lectors: One ini al group mee ng followed by individual
forma on sessions
Bread and Cup: Two sessions (session 1 is a discussion of
the theology and history of the Eucharist and session 2 is
a short prac cal session)
Hospitality: One training session plus "on‐the‐job" train‐
ing
Depending on interest, the following dates have been
reserved for ini al mee ngs:
Saturday Oct 23rd 10am‐12 pm Hospitality
Saturday Nov 6th Lectors
Saturday Nov 13th Bread and Cup first session
If you have any ques ons, would like further informa on
or are interested in registering for any of the above,
please contact Rodica at litur‐
gy@stagnesshepherdstown.org or call the oﬃce at 304‐
876‐6436 to leave a message.

Mass Inten ons
Saturday, 5:30pm Mass for
Arlen Moore
Sunday, 10:30am Mass for
Josie Braithwaite
May Arlen and Josie share in the fulness
of God’s mercy and peace.

Remember in Prayer
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill especially
Kathy Moro , Tom Ruhf, Yvonne Sco (daughter of Doris
& Jim Ke erman), Asher Morris (great nephew of Donna
Eby), Finn Kwiatkowski, Myles Harris, Pat Larsen, Adelyne
Nikole Kistner (granddaughter of Bill & Carol Hamilla), Ro‐
sario Tan, Jeﬀ Null, Ilona Sengers (goddaughter of Jan Sen‐
gers), Monica Canty (sister of Dolores Moriarty), and Mark
Switzer. Names are placed in the bulle n for approximate‐
ly one month and then those names are placed on the
2nd Friday prayer list and are remembered in prayer each
month.

Coats for Kids Collec on
The Knights of Columbus are once again collec ng money
for their annual Coats for Kids drive. This is their 5th year
of providing new coats to area school children. Many
families have been hit quite hard financially by the pan‐
demic, so an increased need for warm winter coats is like‐
ly. Last year the Knights were able to provide 168 new
coats to area youth thanks to your generous support.
Please make checks payable to the Knights of Columbus
with Coats for Kids as the memo. Place checks in the
oﬀertory basket or mail to the St Agnes oﬃce. Ques ons?
Contact Bob Rizzo (304‐676‐5687 or riz22@comcast.net).

RCIA
The Rite of Chris an Ini a on of Adults (RCIA) is the pro‐
cess of weekly gatherings where interested individuals
are introduced to the Catholic faith. Through reflec on
on the scriptures and explora on of the faith, individuals
discern if the Lord is calling them to become members of
the Catholic Church. We have had a couple of inquiries
and hope there will be many more. Please extend an invi‐
ta on to those you think might be interested in sharing in
the life of St. Agnes Parish. Please call the Parish Oﬃce
(304‐876‐6436) so that a member of the RCIA team can
reach out to the individual(s). Many folks are searching
for a deeper rela onship with the Lord and with a com‐
munity of faith. Please consider who you might invite to
“come and see” what St. Agnes Parish is all about. You
can also oﬀer to accompany them on the journey of faith,
as they a end the weekly sessions. The me for the
weekly sessions will be determined by the team and the
inquirers.

Book Discussion Group
The Book Discussion Group selec on for October 15 is a
novel by Alice McDermo , The Ninth Hour.

Scripture Sharing with Fr Andy
Scripture Sharing with Fr Andy con nues on Zoom each
Monday at 12 Noon. All are welcome to join the conver‐
sa on!

Youth News
CFF instruc on will be via ZOOM between the 8AM and
10:30 AM Masses weekly. The Zoom link is s ll good and
is available in student packets and is posted on the CFF
Google Classroom. Please contact Bill at for‐
ma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org or call the parish
center at 304‐876‐6436 if you s ll need to register for
CFF. If you haven’t picked up your student materials for
CFF, they are available to be picked up at the church a er
each Mass this weekend as well as available for pick up at
the parish center during the week, during oﬃce hours. If
you need to make alternate arrangements to pick up ma‐
terials, please contact the parish oﬃce at 304‐876‐6436.
As we begin our CFF year, there will be many opportuni‐
es for family and adult forma on. Please keep looking at
the bulle n, the St. Agnes Website, and Facebook pages
for more informa on.
St. Agnes Youth Garden con nues producing food for
Shepherdstown Shares. Our project has been so success‐
ful, we added a fourth garden. We harvested tomatoes,
peppers, and Swiss chard this week that were donated.
Keep watching the bulle n, the website, and Facebook
for youth ac vi es and garden updates.
Is God calling you? We s ll need catechists, subs tutes,
and assistants for our CFF program to fill a few more posi‐
ons. Our goal is to have at least two adults per class‐
room. Training and resources are available to help you.
Please consider this a way to volunteer by giving of your
me and talent to the youth of our parish.
Please keep watching this sec on as well as the CFF/
Youth page for con nuing announcements regarding
Faith Forma on and youth ac vi es. Our next Youth Centered Mass is scheduled for Sunday, October 10, 2021 @
5 PM.
If you are not receiving CFF announcements and emails or
you want to volunteer, please contact the parish center at
304‐876‐6436 or Bill Donahue at for‐
ma on@stagnesshepherdstown.org.

How Catholics Read the Bible
Scripture is an essen al part of our faith. Join fellow
parishioners for a four week course to learn more about
the Bible, the history of its wri ng and how Catholics
read it. If you have wondered: Why are there four Gos‐
pels? Who collected the books of the Bible and organized
it? How do Catholics read and interpret scripture? Where
does science fit into the way we read the Bible? then this
course may interest you!!!
How Catholics Read the Bible is a 4 week short course
oﬀered to St. Agnes parishioners. We will be mee ng for
90 minutes a week on Zoom to discuss and explore these
ques ons and much more!
The course will meet on Wednesday evenings from 7‐
8:30 pm on the following dates: Oct 6, Oct 13, Oct 27,
Nov 3. You will need a Catholic Bible (The Catholic Study
Bible is a great one to have on hand), and the textbook is
How Do Catholics Read the Bible by Daniel Harrington.
Both of these books are available second hand on Ama‐
zon. The course will be taught by Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu.
If you would like further informa on or would like to
register, please email Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu at
liturgy@stagnesshepherdstown.org.

New Virtual Course Oﬀering
The Diocese of Wheeling Charleston is sponsoring cours‐
es through the University of Dayton’s Virtual Learning
Community for Faith Forma on (VLCFF) program just for
folks in this diocese!! You can take these courses for cate‐
che cal cer fica on or as opportuni es for adult faith
forma on. Each course is five weeks long and follows a
hybrid model. That is, it combines online resources with a
once a week live (Zoom) lecture/discussion. The Diocese
will cover the cost of books and registra on. Our next
session will run from October 10th to Nov 13th with live
lectures on Thursdays either 1‐3 pm or 7‐9 pm. We will
be oﬀering: The Old Testament, and the facilitator will be
Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu.
The Old Testament: In this five‐week course students will
become familiar with the Old Testament, cul va ng a
deeper apprecia on of the scriptures and biblical study.
As part of our study we will examine how the geography
and history of the land of Israel aﬀected the Israelite
community and its history. It is important to understand
that the Old Testament is not a history book but a pro‐
found story of God's rela onship with God's chosen peo‐
ple and this will be an important part of our work. We
will come to understand the meaning and structure of
the Canon, the prophets, become familiar with the His‐
torical Books, and come to understand the factors that
caused the fall of Jerusalem and the Babylonian Exile.
To register for this course please contact Jeanne McKeets
at jmckeets@dwc.org.

Dear Parishioners,
As the Universal Church prepares for the Synod
on Synodality, I want to reflect as part of the readings
this week on this very significant moment in the life of
the church. This event will begin with Pope Francis
opening on October 9 and 10, 2021 in Rome. and on
the following weekend, October 17, in each particular
church including the Diocese of Wheeling Charleston. I
would be as bold as to see this as the biggest moment in
the life of the Church since the Second Vatican Council
Convened in 1962. The Second Vatican Council was really a new Pentecost as Pope John XXIII called it as he
said it was to open the windows of the church to let a
fresh wind in. This moved the church out of the nostalgia of the past and into being relevant to the contemporary world. We are embarking upon 60 years of Vatican II, and Pope Francis realizes that this reform has only begun and that the Holy Spirit wants us to continue
the journey forward. So, what does the word Synod
mean? It quite simply means that as a universal church
we are on a journey into the future with the whole
world guided by the spirit. We are all on this journey of
Iife in the same boat. Pope Francis is calling the universal church to come together—laity, religious deacons,
bishops, and priests—to listen to where the Holy Spirit
is guiding us. This calls us to listen more deeply to each
other, realizing that the voice of the Spirit can move in
any one of us to guide us into the future. To move beyond what we have always done a certain way to how
the Lord might be calling us to something new and exciting. This prophetic Spirit can move and speak in the
young and old, and every voice counts in this process.
The Pope especially asks us to listen to those who have
been pushed to the margins of society and those who

Zoom Book Discussion
Is This All There Is? On Resurrec on and Eternal Life
by Gerhard Lohfink
(this book is available in paperback and ebook)
What is the Chris an hope for resurrec on? How are we
to understand it today? Gerhard Lohfink uses clear and
direct language, drawing on the scriptures to answer
ques ons of ul mate concern for all Chris ans. How do
the scriptures address what happens to us when we die?
What is the resurrec on? What do we hope for? What
are our expecta ons?
Join fellow parishioners in a weekly book discussion this
Fall on Zoom, facilitated by Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu on this
fascina ng book. We will meet Tuesday evenings Oct 19,
26, Nov 2, 9, 16, from 7‐8 pm.
For further informa on and to register please contact
Rodica at liturgy@stagnesshepherdstown.org.

have been hurt by the church, to not allow any one particular group to dominate this process and to not stifle
the spirit by being stuck in the past but rather realize
that the Holy Spirit may call the Roman Catholic
Church to a change of structures and to relate to one
another and the world differently in the future. This
means we have to let go of personal agendas and ideologies and truly be open to where the Lord might be
leading us.
A couple points on synodality can be found in
the scriptures this weekend. Notice that Moses and the
seventy elders all received the spirit equally. This is relevant to all of us today as we receive equally the spirit.
We would be wrong to think because one is ordained
that they receive more of this gift. It is bestowed on the
whole people of God with different roles to play to carry out the mission of Jesus. The first reading also calls us
to look outside of the camp to those who are not at
church and how that spirit is moving freely in local
community and world. The second reading from James
calls us to listen to the earth, how it's been damaged
and oppressed, and to listen to the poor that we may
have abused. The gospel asks us to come along side anyone who is about the work of peace, justice, and love;
to not impose or seek to control but to journey with
them as whoever believes in these ideals is with us not
against us. May we begin this journey together recognizing we're all on the same boat. You will notice an
article on the opposite page that further explains synodality. We have just begun this journey. There will be
more for us to learn as we grow together in understanding our call to synodality.

Fr. Andy

A Cause Without Cuisine
Catholic Chari es WV Mar nsburg
For the 2nd year, we will be hos ng an online auc on
fundraiser that will assist those in our community who
are most in need of social services and the support that it
provides. There are two ways to par cipate. Go to
h ps://catholicchari eswv.org/ACauseWithoutCuisine/
to make a dona on, while reading about the types of ser‐
vices that you will be suppor ng. Please also join us from
September 13‐30 to bid on your favorite items in our
online silent auc on: h ps://one.bidpal.net/
CatholicChari esWestVirginia. All proceeds stay in our
community to help provide direct assistance to those in
need. Contact Siobhán Bertone for more informa on.
304‐267‐8837 ext 10 or sbertone@ccwva.org. Thank you!

The World Needs Care
Pope Francis on the synodal journey which oﬃcially opens in early October 2021
To listen to the Holy Spirit, members of the church must listen to each other and especially to those who are margin‐
alized, Pope Francis said, explaining how dioceses are to help the church prepare for the Synod of Bishops.
This means that, for example, “the poor, the homeless, young people addicted to drugs, everyone that society rejects
are part of the synod” because God says they are part of the church, he said.
“So o en the ‘rejects’ become the ‘cornerstones’ and those who are ‘far oﬀ’ become ‘near.’ The marginalized, the
poor, those without hope were elected to the sacrament of Christ. This is the way the church is,” he said.
The pope spoke to members of his diocese, the Diocese of Rome, in the Paul VI audience hall Sept. 18 as the global
church gets set to begin a “synodal journey” toward the 2023 assembly of the Synod of Bishops, discussing the
theme, “For a synodal church: communion, par cipa on and mission.”
Pope Francis is scheduled to formally open the synod process at the Va can Oct. 9-10, and the bishop of every diocese should open the process in his diocese Oct. 17. The diocesan phase, which runs un l April, will focus on listening to and consul ng the people of God.
The pope apologized for speaking at great length, but he said that as the bishop it was important he explains how the
synodal process should work and why. Essen ally, he said, it will be a period of mutual listening in which everyone —
cardinals, bishops, priests, religious and laypeople — plays a leading role and “nobody can be considered a plain bit
player.” The purpose is not to collect everyone’s individual opinions, he said, but rather to hear what the Holy Spirit is
quietly — and perhaps surprisingly — saying through them. This will require everyone dialogue in a way that is
“familial,” where everyone recognizes their common humanity, reconciles diﬀerences and reaches out in order to
encounter and engage with others, he said.
“One of the evils of the church, rather, a perversion, is this clericalism that separates the priest, the bishop from the
people. A bishop and priest disconnected from the people is an administrator, not a shepherd,” the pope said. The
synodal journey will require discussing viewpoints and expecta ons that are diﬀerent and seeking out people who
have been alienated “to hear not what they say but what they feel, even the insults,” he said.
“Allow yourselves to meet (others) and be ques oned (by them), let their ques ons be your ques ons, allow your‐
selves to walk together. The Spirit will lead you,” the pope told them. “Do not be afraid to enter into dialogue and
allow yourselves to be shocked by the dialogue. It is the dialogue of salva on.”
“The Holy Spirit in his freedom knows no boundaries, nor does he allow himself to be limited by aﬃlia ons,” he said;
if the parish is not to be “an exclusive club, then I suggest you leave doors and windows open” so everyone can be
welcomed.
No one should be afraid, impa ent or “rigid” in interpre ng whatever diﬃcul es emerge, he added, as long as people
remain open and docile to the Spirit. “God is not in a hurry,” and he can see beyond present circumstances and con‐
trasts, he said. People need to “acknowledge the freedom of God’s ac on and (make sure) that there are no obsta‐
cles that could keep him from reaching people’s hearts.”
A er Christ’s death and resurrec on, God did not leave behind a “vacuum” that has to be filled by people insis ng on
taking his place or demanding the church be modeled on their cultural or historical beliefs — leading the church to
become like a country with “armed borders, guilt‐mongering customs houses” with “a spirituality that blasphemes
the gratuity of God’s engaging ac on,” Pope Francis said.
Instead, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit, who provides the “drive,” strength and ability to be witnesses in words and deeds
of God’s uncondi onal love and his immense hospitality that knows no bounds or borders, the pope said. This is the
church’s path and a synodal church moves in the world knowing the Holy Spirit “will be with us,” he said.
“There will always be debates, thanks be to God,” he said, “but the solu ons must be sought by giving the floor to
God and to the voices of those among us: praying and opening our eyes to everything around us; living a life faithful to the Gospel; and examining Revela on according to a hermeneu c of pilgrimage” that began in the “Acts of
the Apostles” and con nues today.
Reading through Acts can “help us, showing us that communion does not suppress diﬀerences. It is the surprise of
Pentecost when diﬀerent languages are not an obstacle,” he said. It will be thanks to the Holy Spirit that people will
be able to “feel at home, diﬀerent, but suppor ve along the journey,” he said.
Rather than “erec ng hierarchical monuments,” he said, the church must make certain everyone feels “part of one
great people, recipients of divine promises, open to a future where everyone can take part in a feast prepared by
God.” During this pandemic, the pope said, the Lord is encouraging the church’s mission to be a “sacrament of care.
The world has li ed up its cry, shown its vulnerability — the world needs care.”
September 20, 2021, by Carol Glatz Catholic News Service

Thanksgiving for the Earth

St Agnes Racial Jus ce Ini a ve News

Creator, the strength of all creatures, we honor you. Lis‐
ten to the thoughts of your people.
We honour your Spirit who renews the world and calls us
to care for your crea on to the East, to the South, to the
West and to the North.
We live by the ways you have entrusted to us within the
circle of life. Come Great Spirit as we gather in your
name.
(We turn our bodies to the Four Direc ons as we pray the
following prayers. Begin by turning toward the East and
con nue to turn in a clockwise direc on)
We face East: The place of dawning, there is beauty in
the morning, there the seeker finds new visions as each
sacred day is born. All who honor life around them, all
who honor life within, shall shine with light and glory
when the morning comes again. And we pray, Come Holy
Spirit, Come
We turn to the South: In the South, the place of growing,
there is wisdom in the earth, Both the painful song of
dying and joyful song of birth. As the Earth gives up her
lifeblood so that her children’s hearts may beat, so we
give back to her our reverence for the holy ground be‐
neath our feet. And we pray, Come Holy Spirit, Come
We turn to the West: The place of seeing, there is born a
vision of the servant of the servants, who proclaimed the
Gospel to us. Guide us at the end of each day and fill us
with your peace. And we pray, Come Holy Spirit, Come
We turn to the North: We look to God our Creator who
cleanses our earth with snow, wind, and rain. To Jesus
who fills us with the wideness of mercy and grace and
lovingly embraces all the people. And the Holy Spirit who
comes to inspire us. And we pray, Come Holy Spirit, Come
(adapted from Celebra ng Crea on: Honoring Indigenous
People, Kelly Sherman‐Conroy, ELCA)

Harriet Tubman - The Road to Freedom
Catherine Clinton, 2004
A week ago, the St Agnes Book club met for the first me
since the Pandemic curtailed many of our church ac vi‐
es. Chosen as the first book of this year’s selec ons was
the Harriet Tubman book named above. Those present at
last Friday’s discussion highly endorse this Harriet Tub‐
man book, and the Racial Jus ce Commi ee would like to
encourage all parishioners to read this book. Underlying
all that Harriet Tubman did throughout her life was her
faith and her strong rela onship and reliance on God to
see her through each day. She would o en say this pray‐
er to God, “I’m going to hold steady on you, and you’ve
got to see me through” ‐ see her through, God did …
through illnesses, a severe head wound, and numerous
trips south as a conductor for the Underground Railroad
to free her enslaved black brothers and sisters, despite a
high bounty on her head; Harriet Tubman endured where
many would have given up. During the Civil War she
fought as a member of the Union Army, as a scout and
spy, and as a nurse a ending the Union wounded and
dying. A er the war, she was a leader in the Women’s
Suﬀrage Movement. This mul ‐faceted woman has much
to teach us! This book has also been chosen by Shepherd
University as its Common Read for the year. To support
this campus‐wide read, three events are going to be host‐
ed by the University to which the public is invited. We
encourage you to a end these events listed below:
October 14, 2021 @ 7 p.m. at the Robert C. Byrd Center:
“Jus ce Rising: Robert Kennedy’s America in Black and
White” with Patricia Sullivan.
October 27, 2021 @ 7 p.m. at the Robert C. Byrd Center:
“The Essen al Kerner Commission Report” with Jelani
Cobb.
November 9, 2021 @ 7 p.m. at the Frank Center Theater:
“Harriet Tubman: The Road to Freedom.” A discussion
with the author, Catherine Clinton.

Parish Financial Activity
Collections - Last Week
Offertory Collections

$18,160
$987

Monthly Mortgage Assistance
Total

$19,147

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$11,500

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collections Compared to Target
Tithe to help those in need
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)



+$7,647
$1,816

The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston maintains an Oﬃce of Safe Environ‐
ment in accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the ProtecƟon of Children
and Young People. To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children:
The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston encourages repor ng to civil authori‐
es first and foremost if a crime has been commi ed. We also encourage
u lizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in
the U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual
misconduct, please contact civil authori es in the applicable jurisdic on and
visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authori es: Contact
your local law enforcement; numbers will vary based on your loca on. If you
believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confiden ally report
any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse,
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protec ve
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to
Diocesan Authori es: In addi on to civil authori es, the diocese encourages
repor ng to the appropriate church authori es. To report suspected cases
of sexual abuse of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling‐
Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop,
ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 270. You may also call
the Diocese’s Oﬃce of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. In addi on to the
methods listed above for repor ng sexual abuse, the Diocese also has
partnered with Navex Global to oﬀer the EthicsPoint pla orm to report
other, addi onal concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and
personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the
Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in West Virginia. The EthicsPoint
pla orm can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then
“Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third‐party
repor ng system that reports to civil authori es where applicable and
Diocesan authori es, and the iden ty of the person repor ng is protected.

