S a i n t

A g n e s

Love your Neighbor as yourself.
Romans 13:9

St. Agnes is an inclusive Catholic community dedicated to the love of God and service to others. We
rejoice in the Gospel, the celebration of the Liturgy, and the Sacraments. We welcome the
opportunity to share God’s message and to bring all into the life of Christ.
Pastoral Staff

St. Agnes Church

Pastor: Rev. Andrew M. Switzer
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Anthony Maciorowski
Coordinator of Faith Forma on: Brigi e Schmidt
Director of Music: Elaine Rendler‐McQueeney
Director of Liturgy: Rodica Stoicoiu
Parish Secretary: Beth Yates
Administra ve Assistant: Larry Halvey Goodwin
Accoun ng: Lizzie Lowe

200 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown

Pastoral Council
Emma Ashford ~ Carmela Cesare ~ Peg Eackles
David Godfrey ~ Michelle Goldman ~ Michael Keefe
Fred Klein ~ Albert Leung

Finance Council
Mike Drewes ~ Jack Lantzy
Sue Kemnitzer ~ Bob Morrow ~ John Stollery
Arnold Thomas ~ Richard Walton ~ Patricia Wright
September 6, 2020

St. Agnes Parish Office
106 South Duke Street, Shepherdstown
P.O. Box 1603, Shepherdstown, WV 25443
Telephone 304‐876‐6436
Oﬃce@StAgnesShepherdstown.org
www.StAgnesShepherdstown.org

St. Agnes Chapel
204 South Church Street, Shepherdstown

Sunday Readings
Ezekiel 33:7‐9
Psalm 95:1‐2, 6‐7, 8‐9
Romans 13:8‐10
Ma hew 18:15‐20
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Masses
Saturday 5:30pm & 10:30am
RSVP Required
Masks are required & social distancing will be observed
(Videotaped Mass available on the Website)
Weekday Masses
No weekday Masses are currently scheduled.
Confession
Confession is available each Saturday 4:30‐5pm
Reconcilia on: Saturday at 4:30pm
Parish Oﬃce: Tuesday‐ Friday 9am‐12noon
Cash Card Sales: Weekdays during oﬃce hours
(please call first)

An Outdoor Mass Op on
Though we are limited inside the Church, if you’d like to
celebrate on Sunday and the weather cooperates, bring
your lawn chair, mask, and social distancing skills and lis‐
ten through the outdoor speakers! Communion will be
brought to you!

Mass at St. Agnes
This past weekend we had 49 people present for the
5:30pm Mass and 59 individuals in a endance for the
10:30am Mass. These numbers include those who chose
to sit outside for Mass as we con nue to have a limit of
50 inside the church. There were 5 present for the re‐
cording of the Sunday video Mass, and, as far as we
know, there were 126 who tuned into the video Mass.

Online Mass Reserva ons
Reserva ons for Masses are now being done online. To
reserve a seat, go to our website at
www.stagnesshepherdstown.org and click on the Mass
Reserva ons bu on. Simply select your Mass and tell us
who you are and how many will be a ending. To assist
those who find the online reserva ons challenging, our
though ul tech volunteers have put together a brief
“How to reserve a seat for Mass” video to help guide you
through the process. The video can be found both on our
website under parish updates as well as on the Eventbrite
website where you actually make your reserva on. If you
have any problems using the online system, feel free to
call the oﬃce by 3pm on Friday, and we will make the
reserva on for you.
Please submit your online reserva on by 3pm on Satur‐
days.
Keep in mind, there is a limit of 50 people at each Mass,
masks are required, and social distancing must be ob‐
served.

In your kindness, please pray for Mary Stanley who recently died. May Mary share in the fulness of God’s
mercy and peace.

Remember in Prayer
Please pray daily for those serving in the Military, our
veterans in recovery, and those recently ill especially Paul
Lemieux (nephew of Sue Kemnitzer), Richard Hitchcock,
Diane Benner (daughter of Barbara Mueller), Pete Macias
(friend from NSUMC), Elizabeth Staley, and Peter Spauld‐
ing. Names are placed in the bulle n for approximately
one month and then placed on the sick list near the bap‐
smal font. Together we pray as a community for all who
are listed in the prayer book in addi on to those listed
above. Your personal prayer requests may be added to
the prayer book at any me.

Feeding the Hungry & Homeless
Our parishioners con nue to provide carry‐out meals
three or four Wednesday evenings a month outside of
Zion Episcopal Church in Charles Town. However it is a
small group of volunteers. If there is anyone or any family
or a couple of families that can help we would appreciate
it. As predicted and feared, the numbers are increasing
and in the last week or so there have been families with
children. St Agnes provides the carry out boxes and plas‐
c utensils and $150 in cash cards to oﬀset food costs.
Chefs are asked to prepare 50 carry out meals, though
that may increase to 60 meals if the need con nues to
increase. And we welcome and need dona ons to cover
the cost of the cash cards. Please make checks payable to
St. Agnes Church and on the memo line write “homeless
meals.”
The Social Concerns Commi ee recently purchased 80+
pairs of socks to distribute along with the meals. This is
one of the greatest needs of the homeless. If you would
like to donate NEW socks please drop them oﬀ at the
parish center. We are also con nuing to accept dona ons
toward the purchase of tents.
Please help in any way you can. Thanks!

Fall Faith Forma on
Faith Forma on K‐ Pre Confirma on (grades 7 and up)
will be held virtually star ng September 27th using the
Pflaum Gospel Curriculum that has been modified for
home learning as well as classroom based. We hope to
slowly transi on into the classroom as the pandemic
passes. The care, welfare, safety and security of your
children has always been and will con nue to be a priori‐
ty. This school year is the first of a two year process for
Confirma on.
Registra on Forms are available on our parish website.

St. Agnes Perpetual
Mass Memorial

On the first Sunday of each month Mass will be
celebrated for all of our family members, loved
ones, and friends enrolled in the St. Agnes Perpetual
Mass Memorial. Newly enrolled this month:
Jerome Yates

by Jane Edwards

Michael Fasulo
by Jane Edwards

Rebecca McCauley

by Marie Snowden,
Jane Edwards,
Maureen & Bob Maidhof,
and Jimmy & Claire Williamson

Arthur Collins Hamm
by Jane Edwards

Anne Marie McDonald

by Jimmy & Claire Williamson

Ruth Lobner
by Judy Lilga

Ed Johnson

by Judy Lilga
and Jane Edwards

Mary Beth Hemmings

by Joann Algeo, Megan Ray,
and Maureen & Bob Maidhof

Jerry Lee Wilson

by Emil & Mary Ellen Cardiel

Mary Stanley

by Sue Kemnitzer

In Search of Volunteers
Hello, everyone. We are looking for four to five people
willing to volunteer their help with our Columbarium Gar‐
den. Specifically, in the past few weeks a couple of our
beau ful "powder‐coated" garden benches, which visi‐
tors use to share a moment with their deceased loved
ones in prayer and medita on, have been beset by ny
spores from the garden mulch. We intend to address that
problem in the coming days.
In the mean me, we could use help to keep the benches
clear of the spores. If you could find a bit of me during
the week to assist us, please contact Judy Lilga at 301‐
432‐2276 or jslilga8@gmail.com. Once you are shown
the simple technique involved in cleaning the benches,
you can schedule your own me to come help.

Congratula ons!
The Na onal Associa on of Pastoral Musicians has be‐
stowed on our very own Music Director, Dr. Elaine
Rendler‐McQueeney, the very pres gious Jubilate Deo
Award. This is what the associa on had to say about
Elaine,
“The Jubilate Deo Award is given in recogni on of a sub‐
stan al contribu on to the development of pastoral litur‐
gy in the United States. Elaine Rendler‐McQueeney is a
na onally recognized musician, teacher, author, compos‐
er, pastoral liturgist and speaker. A na ve Philadelphian,
she graduated from Immaculata University in Music Edu‐
ca on and Studied organ under Dr. Alexander McCurdy
while serving as organist at the Cathedral/Basilica of SS
Peter and Paul. She earned a masters’ and doctorate
(DMA) in organ from The Catholic University of America
under Conrad Bernier and Daniel Roth (San Sulpice). Dur‐
ing that me, she also served in music ministry at the US
Naval Academy Chapel in Annapolis, MD and St. Mary’s
Seminary, Catonsville, MD. Upon gradua on, she accept‐
ed a posi on on the faculty of Georgetown University in
Fine Arts and Campus Ministry. Currently she is a colle‐
giate full professor of Music Theory at George Mason
University in Fairfax, Virginia. She is the founding director
of the Georgetown Chorale in Washington, DC, a non‐
profit music organiza on who members oﬀer community
service through music throughout the D.C. area. Elaine is
perhaps best known as the editor of Today’s Liturgy, the
quarterly journal for liturgy prepara on from OCP. She
has been wri ng the weekly columns and music sugges‐
ons in Today’s Liturgy for more than 35 years, oﬀering
prac cal wisdom to genera ons of pastoral musicians.
Board chair Jeremy Helmes remarked: ‘Elaine’s lifelong
contribu ons as an author, teacher, liturgical minister,
and pastoral musician have profoundly shaped the musi‐
cal worship of the Church. We give thanks for Elaine and
celebrate this award with her.’”
Congratula ons, Elaine, from the people of St. Agnes,
and thank you for sharing your many talents with us!

What is the Season of Crea on?
The Season of Crea on is a monthlong prayerful ob‐
servance that calls the planet's 2.2 billion Chris ans to
pray and care for God's crea on. It is becoming more
prominent, and Catholic involvement is growing. It's not
just about prayer, though. It is increasingly a call to ac‐
on.
WHEN IS IT?
It begins on September 1 and ends on October 4, the
feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of ecology.
HOW DID IT BEGIN?
Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I proclaimed September 1
a day of prayer for the environment in 1989. This day
marks the beginning of the Eastern Orthodox church
year.
In the late 80’s and early 90’s concern for the environ‐
ment was increasing, including the development of the
Earth Charter which was a central focus of the 1992 Earth
Summit in Rio de Janeiro which formed the United Na‐
ons Framework Conven on on Climate Change.
The World Council of Churches extended the observance
from a day to a season. Among the earliest observances
were by a Lutheran church in Adelaide, Australia in 2000
and by the Catholic Church in the Philippines in 2003.
Pope Francis added World Day of Prayer for the Care of
Crea on to the Catholic calendar as a day of prayer in
2015, months a er the publica on of “Laudato Si.” Last
year he oﬃcially invited Catholics to celebrate the full
season.
WHAT IS THIS YEAR’S THEME?
Jubilee for the earth!
HOW CAN I/WE PARTICIPATE?
Go to www.seasonofcrea on.org for a wealth of infor‐
ma on and sugges ons. We are highligh ng here a sug‐
ges on from the Igna an Solidarity Network,
www.igna ansolidarity.net Go to the website and scroll
down to Season of Crea on for lots more details.
Here’s a brief summary of their challenge:
Choose one daily ac on to repeat for 34 days for crea‐
on. They oﬀer some sugges ons. We have provided a
list below from a Catholic parish.
Take the pledge on the website to commit to the ac on.
Track your habit through the month. They’ll even send
you daily reminders!
Remember – this is a me for both prayer and ac on. In
the midst of the covid 19 pandemic this is a great way to
connect with all our brothers and sisters and with the
ecumenical community throughout the world to protect
and sustain our planet and all of crea on.

History of Labor Day
Labor Day: What it Means
Labor Day, the first Monday in September, is a crea on of
the labor movement and is dedicated to the social and
economic achievements of American workers. It cons ‐
tutes a yearly na onal tribute to the contribu ons workers
have made to the strength, prosperity, and well‐being of
our country.
Labor Day Legisla on
The first governmental recogni on came through munici‐
pal ordinances passed in 1885 and 1886. From these, a
movement developed to secure state legisla on. The first
state bill was introduced into the New York legislature, but
the first to become law was passed by Oregon on February
21, 1887. During 1887, four more states – Colorado, Mas‐
sachuse s, New Jersey, and New York – created the Labor
Day holiday by legisla ve enactment. By the end of the
decade Connec cut, Nebraska, and Pennsylvania had fol‐
lowed suit. By 1894, 23 more states had adopted the holi‐
day, and on June 28, 1894, Congress passed an act making
the first Monday in September of each year a legal holiday
in the District of Columbia and the territories.
Founder of Labor Day
More than a century a er the first Labor Day observance,
there is s ll some doubt as to who first proposed the holi‐
day for workers.
Some records show that Peter J. McGuire, general secre‐
tary of the Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners and a co
‐founder of the American Federa on of Labor, was first in
sugges ng a day to honor those "who from rude nature
have delved and carved all the grandeur we behold."
But Peter McGuire's place in Labor Day history has not
gone unchallenged. Many believe that Ma hew Maguire,
a machinist, not Peter McGuire, founded the holiday. Re‐
cent research seems to support the conten on that
Ma hew Maguire, later the secretary of Local 344 of the
Interna onal Associa on of Machinists in Paterson, N.J.,
proposed the holiday in 1882 while serving as secretary of
the Central Labor Union in New York. What is clear is that
the Central Labor Union adopted a Labor Day proposal and
appointed a commi ee to plan a demonstra on and pic‐
nic.
The First Labor Day
The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on Tuesday,
September 5, 1882, in New York City, in accordance with
the plans of the Central Labor Union. The Central Labor
Union held its second Labor Day holiday just a year later,
on September 5, 1883.
By 1894, 23 more states had adopted the holiday, and on
June 28, 1894, President Grover Cleveland signed a law
making the first Monday in September of each year a na‐
onal holiday.

Elec on 2020
As stated previously, vo ng in elec ons is not only a civic duty but part of our Catholic beliefs. Due to safety concerns
caused by the coronavirus, you may prefer to vote by mail. If you choose to vote by mail, you should request your ballot
as far in advance of the elec on as possible. Following are instruc ons on how to do this.
If you need assistance, please contact Teace Noel at (304) 886‐2940 or via email at wvnoels@gmail.com.

Reques ng an absentee ballot to vote by mail
To vote via mail, you must first request an absentee ballot. Below are three op ons:
1. Apply online
For West Virginia: h ps://sos.wv.gov/elec ons/Pages/GoVoteWV.aspx (full set of instruc ons)
or h ps://sites.omniballot.us/54/absentee/app/home (Absentee applica on)
For Maryland: h ps://elec ons.maryland.gov/vo ng/absentee.html
Notes:
—You must choose a reason for reques ng an absentee ballot. In most cases choose “medical reasons/Covid.”
Keep in mind, just being anxious about COVID is a suﬃcient reason. You do not have to be sick with COVID.
—A signature is required for online requests. To sign your name, you can use a digital pen, mouse, or pad.

2. Apply by mail
a) Download the absentee applica on form from your County Clerk/BOE website
WV: h ps://sos.wv.gov/FormSearch/Elec ons/Voter/Absentee%20Ballot%20Applica on.pdf
Complete the form and return it via mail, fax, or email to your County Clerk’s oﬃce.
b) Pick up the form from St. Agnes (please call ahead of me) or the Shepherdstown public library. Both will fax
or scan it and email it for you for free.

3. Call
Call your County Clerk or Elec ons oﬃce and ask them to mail you the absentee ballot request form.
Jeﬀerson County: (304)‐728‐3215,
Berkeley County: (304) 264‐1927)
Washington County, MD: (240) 313‐2050

Addresses
Jeﬀerson County – County Clerk

Berkeley County – County Clerk

Washington County – Board of Elec ons

100 E Washington St.

400 West Stephen Street
Suite 201

35 W. Washington Street, Room 101
Hagerstown MD 21740

Charles Town, WV 25414

Mar nsburg, WV 25401

Important Dates
Aug. 11 ‐ Request for absentee ballots may begin
Sept. 18 ‐ Mailing of ballots begins
Oct. 13 ‐ Voter registra on deadline
Oct. 21 ‐ Early vo ng (in person) begins
Oct. 28 ‐ Last day to request absentee ballot
Oct. 31 ‐ Early vo ng (in person) ends
Nov. 3 ‐ Elec on Day

2nd Friday Prayer Group

Shepherdstown Shares

A list has begun for the 2nd Friday in September, so
please feel free to contact Judy (see below) at any me
with names of individuals for whom you would like our
group to pray. They can be the same names entered
month a er month, as we realize some circumstances
warrant many prayers over a long period of me. Please
do not hesitate to e‐mail or call on diﬀerent occasions
throughout the month ‐ you may give Judy one name
now and in a week or two, other names may come to
mind that you would like to add to the prayer list. Also, if
you would like to join our 2nd Friday Prayer Group,
please give Judy a call: 301‐432‐2276 or e‐mail
<jslilga8@gmail.com>.

Shepherdstown Shares Share Your Change ini a ve will
con nue each Sunday during the Farmers Market hours
for the Fall season. Thanks to our community’s generosity
we have already collected close to $1,000 to feed those
who are experiencing food insecurity during COVID‐19.
We will be encouraging children to gather their change
and drop it in our big jar on Sunday, September 6th. Our
table is located next to the library. As always, you can
donate during the week by bringing your change to JSB
and ask that it be deposited in the Shepherdstown Shares
account.

Dispensa on Remains in Eﬀect
The faithful of the Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston are
s ll dispensed from the obliga on to a end Sunday Mass
un l further no ce. Full statement at DWC.org.

We are thrilled to announce we will be partnering with
JCCM to open a food pantry in Shepherdstown! All indica‐
tors point to an increase in food insecurity this Fall and
Winter. The pantry will be in the Trinity Church Chapel.
We are developing the program now. If you would like to
volunteer please email shepshares@gmail.com.
Find us on Facebook, check out our webpage Shepherd‐
stownShares.org or email us at shepshares@gmail.com.

Parish Financial Activity
Collections - Last Week
Offertory Collections

$7,924
$813

Monthly Mortgage Assistance
Total

$8,737

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$12,000

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collections Compared to Target



Tithe to help those in need

-$3,263
$792

Search for Subs tute Teachers
Do you enjoy working with children and a
cer fied teacher or subs tute who wants to
work in a small Catholic school whose mis‐
sion is to challenge, inspire and educate stu‐
dents ages 2 through eighth grade? If so, St
Joseph School invites you to apply to be‐
come a subs tute teacher. Please call the
school oﬃce at 304‐267‐6447 or email Prin‐
cipal Patrick Blanc at pblanc@sjswv.org.

(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)

Collections - Year-To-Date (thru August)
Offertory Collections

$321,559
$47,690

Monthly Mortgage Assistance
Total

$369,249

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Weekly Target

$420,000

(Offertory + Monthly Mortgage Assistance)

Total Collection Compared to Target
Tithe to help those in need
(St. Agnes tithes 10% of all offertory donations)



-$50,751
$32,156

The Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston is commi ed to the
protec on of its children and young people. The Diocese
complies with the United States Conference of Catholic Bish‐
ops’ Charter for the ProtecƟon of Children and Young People
by maintaining an Oﬃce of Safe Environment. To report an
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact
your local law enforcement agency, or you may confiden ally
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/
Child Protec ve Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at
800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling‐Charleston to the Dio‐
cese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at
888.434.6237 (toll free) or 304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn,
ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353;
Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Oﬃce of Safe Envi‐
ronment at 304.230.1504. For more informa on on the Dio‐
cese’s Oﬃce of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org,
then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Oﬃce of Safe Envi‐
ronment” under the “Oﬃces” menu. To learn more about the
Catholic Church’s eﬀorts in preven ng sexual abuse of chil‐
dren in the United States, please visit h p://
www.usccb.org. Under “Issues and Ac on,” click “Child and
Youth Protec on” from the drop down menu.

Please join us in welcoming
this year’s businesses!
63% of ads are now sold.
Call or email the parish oﬃce to
secure your space!

